
SALEM — The Fish and

Wildlife Commission adopted

2018 sport fishing regulations

today at its meeting in Salem.

Some of the changes anglers

will see next year include:

� Anglers with a two-rod

endorsement will be able to use

up to five rods when ice fishing

(statewide).

� There will be additional

opportunity for retention of

hatchery spring Chinook from

Jan. 1 through July 31 in some

NW Zone streams including

the Wilson, Trask, Nestucca,

Kilchis River(s).

� No bag or size limits for

bass in the lower Deschutes

River.

� Change in the kokanee

bonus daily bag limit in

Wickiup Reservoir and Lake

Billy Chinook to 5 kokanee per

day in addition to the daily

trout limit (so anglers can take

up to 10 kokanee per day).

The Commission was also

briefed on a draft updated

Cougar Management Plan and

heard public testimony about it. 

The Plan to guide manage-

ment of cougars was last updat-

ed in 2006. The current draft

Plan does not propose major

management changes. It does

incorporate more scientific lit-

erature and Oregon-specific

research about cougars, includ-

ing a genetics and habitat

analysis. 

The updated Plan will con-

tinue to stress coexistence with

Oregon’s more than 6,000

cougars. 

The Commission approved

grant funds for nine

Restoration and Enhancement

Projects to improve angler

access or facilities or enhance

fisheries and appointed John

Breese of Prineville, Ore., as

the Landowner Representative

to the Access and Habitat

Board. 

The Commission is the poli-

cy making body for fish and

wildlife issues in Oregon.

Its next meeting is Sept. 14-

15 in Welches, Ore.
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USCG Auxiliary hosting

free boat inspections
The Coast Guard Auxiliary

recommends a vessel safety

check (VSC) for everyone,

even experienced boaters.

It helps prepare mariners

enjoy a safe boating season.

This Saturday, Aug. 19,

Auxiliary members are offer-

ing VSCs for recreational

boaters at the Siuslaw Marina

and RV Park, 6516 Highway

126 in Cushman, from 9 a.m.

to 2 p.m.

The exam only takes about

15 minutes and potentially

reduces boating risks for boat

owners and passengers. 

Boat owners will be asked

questions about the boat and

safety equipment will be

checked.

Vessels passing safety

checks are awarded a U.S.

Coast Guard/Auxiliary decal

that informs boating agencies

when boats are in compliance

with boating equipment laws

for 2017. 

There is no charge for this

service and no penalty for

boats that don’t pass.

For more information, visit

www.cgaux.org.

Looking for breaking news and updates? Visit us online at www.TheSiuslawNews.com.
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