
“So we’ve been using the

United Methodist Church in

the interim,” said Lois Bass, a

board member of Helping

Hands. “They feed the hungry

Tuesdays and Thursdays and

provide a hot meal on

Mondays, Wednesdays and

Fridays.”

But the space is small, as

described by board member

Debe Hamilton.

“We have three storage units

right now full of our stuff. (The

church) has been extremely

generous, but it’s just a small

building for two organiza-

tions.”

Hamilton shops twice a

week because there isn’t

enough freezer space.

“We have a freezer in stor-

age if we had a place to put it,”

said Hamilton. “We also have a

huge refrigerator we could get

to — but we are limited. It’s

like taking two families and

putting them into a one-bed-

room apartment.”

For nearly a year, members

of Helping Hands have been

searching for a new location

that would meet their needs

and the needs of the hungry.

They thought they found it on

Highway 101 because of prop-

erty owner Linda Westphal.

“When they were over at

Rhododendron, I donated

canned goods and things that

they used in preparing their

soup. I think it should be there.

Florence needs this,” Westphal

said.

The belief that Helping

Hands exclusively serves the

homeless community is a com-

mon misconception, said vol-

unteer Diane Erwin, who

explained, “The vast majority

of people who come here have

homes.”

She said that while the sum-

mer brings “travelers,” people

passing through, “We see them

once maybe, but not again. The

vast majority are regulars who

come simply to eat.” 

Most of those who are greet-

ed at the front door by Helping

Hands volunteers are cordial in

their demeanor, although there

are a few who decidedly aren’t.

This is one of the major con-

cerns of those opposed to the

new location on Highway 101. 

An employee who works

close to the proposed property,

and who requested to remain

anonymous, explained the

issue from their point of view.

“The program itself is awe-

some. I used to volunteer when

it was down on Rhody. I think

it’s great,” they said. “It also

attracts some of the seedier

people. In every place there are

drug addicts, drunks and peo-

ple who have those kinds of

issues. And from volunteering

down there, I did see some of

the issues that arose with peo-

ple who were on methampheta-

mine — or people who would

come in drunk.” 

The individual went on to

say they had witnessed more

than one fight up front, which

required police assistance.

“I think I’m more concerned

with that side of it,” they said.

The statistics bear this out.

Between 2015 and ‘16,

Florence police responded to

14 issues at the Rhododendron

location, ranging from illegal

camping, public urination/

defecation and assault. These

numbers do not include inci-

dents in the surrounding area

that could be attributed to the

clientele. 

These public safety issues

can contribute to another con-

cern for residents: economics. 

“We want to see the 101 that

is attractive to tourists and ori-

ented toward retail for people

who come to town,” said Kristi

Unruh, a homeowner that lives

a few doors down from the

Highway 101 location. “It’s a

free country and a free world,

but I just don’t know. I like

them being a little bit further

off the 101 and not next to the

residential.”

Businesses nearby have con-

cerns about their own econom-

ic survival. 

Some don’t know what to

expect, while others fear a

complete loss of customers —

and potentially finding them-

selves in the same situation that

Helping Hands has found itself

in.

Helping Hands says it has a

plan to combat these issues at

the new property.  

“We have absolutely no tol-

erance for using drugs,

weapons, smoking or profani-

ty,” said Hamilton. “If we see

them, we get rid of them and

the people aren’t allowed to

come back. They know this,

and that if we get in trouble, the

whole place is shut down. 

“That is a big incentive for

us.”

Those promises didn’t seem

to quell the concerns of those

who live and work nearby. 

Unruh said she had seen

Helping Hands when it was on

Rhododendron, and the people

hanging out on the street cor-

ners, “loitering all day long,

running and screaming across

the street.” 

“Yes, food starts being

served at 11:30 a.m., but they

line up well before then,”

Unruh said. “They loiter long

after.

“I don’t think that corner (on

Highway 101) is the right

place.”

Even Helping Hands admits

that particular issue is out of

their control. 

“How would we watch

them? How would we police

them? Once they leave the

property, it’s not our responsi-

bility,” said Hamilton. “They

are adults, they are responsible

for their own actions.” 

She also pointed out an often

overlooked but obvious fact:

The homeless will just go

somewhere else in town.

“If we’re not here it’s not

going away, you know? If

they’re not getting their meals

with us they’ll be dumpster

diving,” she added.

Opponents of the location

suggested other locations for

Helping Hands, including a

church north of town and an

abandoned building south of

the bridge. 

For Hamilton, this gets to the

heart of the issue.

“The first meeting we had

(about this location), two peo-

ple complained they had some-

body living in their backyard.

Someone else complained

because there’s an alleyway

with trash and needles — we

haven’t even moved in there

yet and are getting blamed for

it.

“Everybody got up and said,

‘We support Helping Hands,

we just don’t want you in our

neighborhood. Just go across

town and do your own thing —

but don’t come here.’

“They’re stereotyping us.” 

Westphal agreed. “I’m dis-

appointed in our community.

Helping Hands has been look-

ing for a location where we

could offer this service to peo-

ple in need. Locations are pret-

ty few and far between. It’s

pretty much the community

saying, ‘Not in my back yard,

go somewhere else.’”

The simple question to that,

of course, is where?

However, the more compli-

cated question is what can be

done to reduce the number of

those who are in-need, and to

what extent should they be

responsible for meeting those

needs themselves?

Look for Part II of this spe-

cial report in the Wednesday,

July 5, issue of Siuslaw News.
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LifeMed ~ An 
Investment in Our 

Community

Join 
Now!

$65
per household

per year

W
ith LifeMed, every dollar of your membership fee goes back into the Emergency Medical 

Services system in our area. We provide rapid response, high quality rescue and medical 

equipment, and advanced training for our Emergency Medical Technicians, Paramedics, and 

Quick Response Teams to our community.

What are  your LifeMed dollars doing for you?

• Providing pre-hospital care and ground transportation.

• Freedom from paperwork, claim forms, and insurance billing

• Continuing education & current training for our Emergency Medical Service personnel and 

Quick Response Teams (QRT’s)

• Low cost CPR and First Aid classes for the community and related public education materials

• SafeKids Programs which include Bicycle Helmets for Children, Car Seat Clinics, Water Safety 

and more

You can obtain brochure at the following locations:

 Western Lane Ambulance Offi ce  Peace Harbor Hospital

McKenzie Care Associates  Several of the PeaceHealth Buildings

Siuslaw Valley Fire & Rescue Offi ce 

Or just call  541-997-9614  and we will mail one to your home.

W
ESTERN LANE

AMBULANCE

Stop By Our Offi ce:

410 Ninth Street

Florence, Oregon
Monday thru Friday

8 am – Noon & 1 pm – 5 pm

(Closed on Holidays & Special Circumstances)

Visit: WesternLaneAmbulance.com

Florence 

Municipal 

Airport

SATURDAY SATURDAY 

JULY 1STJULY 1ST •  • 

10AM-3PM10AM-3PM

Trophies will be awarded at 3pm.
Suggested Donation: $2.00 per car - Proceeds Benefi t Siuslaw H.S. Wrestling Team

Open Daily

541-997-3815

88274 Rhododendron Dr.
(Rhododendron and Heceta Beach Road)

JERRY’S PLACEJERRY’S PLACE
Bar & Grill

Join us for

Dawn’s
Going-Away

Pizza Party

Today, July 1st 
 5-7pm 

$12.50 pp…

ALL YOU CAN

 EAT PIZZA.
Many varieties will 

be off ered through out 

the party.

Florence In Bloom
Full Service Flower Shop & Gifts

1234 Rhododendron Dr., Florence

541-997-5391 • 800-914 -2305
www.fl orenceinbloom.com

Our Talent.

Your Style.
Custom Wedding Arrangements

Designed Just for You 
bouquets 

centerpieces 

 ceremony fl owers 

 corsages 

boutonnieres 
Complimentary Consultations

Order Online any Occasion 

fl oral arrangements.
Helping from 1A

Between SEIU and ONA,

Peace Harbor will be almost

completely unionized.

Marshall said, “We do not

anticipate a deviation from

the high level of service cur-

rently provided to the com-

munity.”

ONA has been negotiating

a new contract with 

Peace Harbor since

December and, according to

both sides, is close to a 

finalized contract. 

The next federally med-

iated negotiation session is

scheduled for July 12. 

SEIU Local 503 did not

respond to requests for 

comment by story deadline

Friday.

Union from 1A

The Olsons encourage

attendees to arrive at the

marina earlier to allow for

traffic and crowds. 

The Olsons also suggest

watching the display from

other locations on the lake if

possible.

“Siltcoos Lake is a great

place for viewing because of

the wide-open expanse. There

is, however, limited lake

access so folks will need to

find ways to access the view-

ing area. Parking at Darlings

is going to be extremely lim-

ited,” Lori said. “If you’re

within walking distance, you

are encouraged to walk down,

bring a chair or blanket, and

find a spot on the grass to

watch.”

Boats can also be launched

from the Lane County Boat

Ramp in Westlake. Darlings’

launch will be closed at noon

for setup.

The newly revitalized mari-

na will more than likely be a

busy location on Saturday,

which is the outcome the

Olsons were hoping for when

they decided to spend the

time and the money to legally

present a fireworks show for

their neighbors. 

“The fireworks display is

our way of showing apprecia-

tion for this amazing commu-

nity and we are grateful for

the generous financial support

from friends of Darlings,”

Rich said. “If you are boating,

please respect our volunteers

who will be on the water to

ensure that boaters stay a safe

distance away. We will also

have the barbecue going and a

bonfire if you want to bring

your own food to cook. Enjoy

the show!” 

For those who miss the

“Sparkle on the Siltcoos,” the

Florence Area Chamber of

Commerce is presenting its

annual fireworks display on

Tuesday, July 4, at the Port of

Siuslaw Marina, beginning at

dusk. 

Additional Independence

Day activities will take place

all day in Historic Old Town

Florence.

Fireworks from 1A

Darlings Marina on Siltcoos Lake will feature an official
fireworks show this year.
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