
“(The lien) did go through,

but that was because I missed

the court date to contest it.” 

Port Manager Steven Leskin

said, “The port commission

spent an hour and a half in a

special meeting discussing

Owen’s case with the port’s

attorney (on Feb. 20). At the

end of that meeting, commis-

sioners concluded that the lien

was placed legally and proper-

ly. We acted correctly under

Oregon lien law.”

In reply to Owen’s com-

ments about a missed court

date, Leskin said, “This was

not a judicial lien requiring a

court proceeding.”

Owen removed his boat from

the port and had it towed up

river in mid-April because the

boat could not operate under its

own power. In addition, the

vessel’s state registration had

expired in December and Owen

failed to provide proof of insur-

ance — both of which are crite-

ria for qualifying for discount

moorage rates.

Owen’s dispute with the port

over moorage fees goes back to

April 2016.

Since 2011, Owen had been

on an annual moorage contract

with semi-annual payments of

$840. Owen renewed a one-

year lease with the port on

Oct.1, 2015.

Leskin said Owen has been

habitually late in making pay-

ments.

The port placed him on a

month-to-month contract in

April 2016 because of late pay-

ments.

Port staff met with Owen on

July 8 that year. 

Leskin said that during the

meeting Owen was told the

moorage he paid to the port on

April 11 covered his moorage

through July 4 and that he

would owe monthly moorage

fees of $261 each month until

the end of his contract On Oct.

1, 2016.

When the previous annual

contract expired that October,

and Owen made no attempt to

renegotiate a new contract, the

Tenacious was placed on a tran-

sient rate of $17 per day.

On Nov. 8, the port’s attor-

ney sent a certified return

receipt letter informing Owen

of lien proceedings and of the

port’s intention to foreclose. 

The port placed an ad on

Craigslist Jan.18 and submitted

a final bill to Owen, giving him

one last chance to bring the

delinquent account current. 

As of Feb. 21, 2017, moor-

age, late fees, attorney fees and

a $300 impound fee totaled

$3,897.

During the Feb. 20 special

meeting, port attorney David

Coulombe, who was participat-

ing via conference call said,

“There is a good policy reason

to enforce the board’s fees at

the daily rate as opposed to

some semi-annual or annual

rate. As a port authority, you

are using public funds. You

have to ask yourself, are we

subsidizing Mr. Owen’s moor-

age with public funds?”

Owen paid the $3,897 just

hours before the sealed bid lien

auction was to take place.

In mid-April, when Owen

towed the Tenacious to an

upriver moorage location, the

port decided to write off the

additional $440 Owen had

accrued in past due moorage

fees since Feb. 24.

“If I get paid back what I put

in the invoice, we are done. If I

don’t get that paid back then I

don’t feel like I have been

properly compensated and then

this thing will just continue

on,” Owen said.

In other business, the port

adjourned the regular meeting

to go into an executive session

to discuss property.

After closing the executive

session and reopening the regu-

lar meeting, commissioners

voted to approve a sale to the

City of Florence of tax lots

1400 and 4500 for $27,500 for

both parcels. The two riverfront

parcels are located just west of

the City of Florence Waste

Treatment Plant. 

In making the motion, com-

missioner Nancy Rickard said,

“This will include recognition

of Port of Siuslaw’s support

without further responsibility

or obligations and a 90-day

pending period to complete an

environmental assessment,

obtain a hazardous materials

report and conduct a real prop-

erty survey before closing.

Additionally, the city will pay

for the title insurance as well as

50 percent of all closing,

escrow and recording costs.”

The vote was unanimous.
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To help you understand your options, we've included 
descriptions of some of our leading services on our website. 

www.eugenefootandankle.com

Eugene Foot and Ankle
Health Center

Podiatric Physicians & Surgeons

From routine checkups to treatments for surgery, 
Eugene Foot and Ankle Health Center is equipped to handle all your podiatric needs.

Achilles Tendon
Ankle Instability

Ankle Sprains
Arthritic Foot & Ankle Care

Athletes Foot
Bunions
Calluses
Corns

Crush Injuries
Diabetic Foot

Comprehensive Rearfoot and
Reconstructive Surgery

Flat Feet
Fungus Toenails

Foot and Ankle Fractures.
Hammertoes

Heel Spurs
Ingrown Toenails

Injuries
Neuromas

Plantar Fasciitis
Sports Medicine

Trauma
Warts

Florenoe 
4480 Highway 101 Building G

Mon/Tues (541) 997-2319

Eugene
1680 Chambers St.

(541) 683-3351

D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N C .

Here to serve your denture needs:

Dentures

Partial Dentures

Immediate Dentures

Implant Dentures

Relines & Repairs Same Day

Monday-Thursday

10am - 2 pm

524 Laurel St.

541-997-6054

William Foster LD

Sherry, Offi ce Manager

Financing: Citi Health Card

12 Month no Interest

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
Open 4 days a week!

“As a denture wearer myself,
I can answer your 

questions and address
 your denture concerns.”

~ William Foster, LD

Corner of 10th & Maple St. • 541-997-3533
www.florencecrossroad.org

email: office@florencecrossroad.org

We invite you to 

join us.

•Wednesday, 7 p.m. - Family Connections

•Sunday, 9a.m. & 11 a.m. - Worship Services

KRAB KETTLE
280 Hwy. 101 M 541-997-8996

Mon.-Sun., 10-6

Fres
h
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94947 Hwy 101 – Perfect little beach cabin with

ocean views, bordered by 222 Forest Servce

acres.1 bdrm, 1 bath, 363 sqft cabin with large

kitchen and vaulted ceilings. Would make a great

vacation rental year round. Two lots included to-

taling 1.19 acres. $189,000. #2609-16006562

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Let me Showcase your property.

Amy Johnson
Broker, CSA
541 999-7875

Woody Woodbury
Independent Owner/Operator

Florence Grocery Outlet

We have ample RV parking!

2066 Highway 101, Florence

541-997-0343

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help.

Ed Kopilec
Principal Broker

541 991-8630
221 Munsel Cr Rd – Florentine Estates. Fully

landscaped, 3 bdrm 2 bath log-style home

within the quiet setting of this gated senior com-

munity. Great room features vaulted ceiling,

propane fireplace, butcher-block island and en-

closed front porch. $220,000. #2704-17180449

Denyse, Shelby, Trudie, Lalitha, Melissa

541-997-3160 • 351 LAUREL STREET

Member SIPC

Andy Baber, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

1010 Highway 101
Florence, OR 97439
541-997-8755

www.edwardjones.com

Stocks.
Bonds. CDs.
IRAs. Mutual
funds.

Garage Doors
sales • installation • repair
We sell and install all types of garage doors,

as well as garage door openers. 

alumium • steel • wood • fi berglass • vinyl

Give us a call today for a free estimate. 

We promise fast, friendly service and great rates!

MIKE BARRETT’S GARAGE DOORS

Florence • 541-991-0367
CCB# 79598

Burns’s Riverside Chapel
Florence Funeral Home

Your Community Friend-
Compassionate Care

for you and your loved ones.

2765 Kingwood St.
Florence, OR

24 Hours

541-997-3416
burnsriversidechapel.com
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3Signs
INDOOR/OUTDOOR
 

 • SIGNS & BANNERS 

 • VEHICLE GRAPHICS

 • VINYL LETTERING

 • STICKERS & CLINGS

 • WINDOW GRAPHICS 

 • YARD SIGNS 997-8148

LOCATED AT: 
th

Port from 1A

Siuslaw Valley Fire and

Rescue Chief Jim

Langborg said, “Western

Lane Ambulance sends our

heartfelt sympathy to the

friends and family of our

patient.”

Langborg is Western

Lane’s administrator.

According to an Oregon

Pacific Bank representa-

tive, an anonymous

Florence community mem-

ber has opened a memorial

account at the bank to col-

lect donations for the fam-

ily of Smith.

Community members

wishing to donate in sup-

port of Smith’s family are

welcome to visit Oregon

Pacific Bank and ask that

the funds be placed in the

Sara Smith Memorial

Fund.

Crash from 1A

Visit the Siuslaw News online at

WWW.THESIUSLAWNEWS.COM

Oregon Coast Humane Society

(OCHS) Thrift Store, 1193 Bay St. still

offers the same great buys but with a

fresh new look. 

Friendly and helpful volunteers are

sought to assist shoppers as they peruse

and shop for outstanding buys on decora-

tive, household items, clothing, tools,

books, furniture and art.

The store has been renovated and it

reopened in April, making shopping easi-

er and more fun.  

Anyone interested in volunteering a

few hours a week should contact Danielle

Dickson, Director of Development at

541-999-5702 for more information.

OCHS Thrift Store hours are Monday

through Saturday  from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Humane society thrift store seeks volunteers

Oregon Coast Humane Society needs a few new volunteers to staff the
recently renovated thrift store at 1193 Bay St. in Old Town.
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