
During this stage of his

illness, pain, grief, anger

and depression are a con-

stant presence in his life.  

One of the conditions

associated with Parkinson’s

is dementia. The ODDA

requires that the individual

applying for the fatal 

medications be of sound

mind, which is a subjective

term. It also requires that

the individual have a con-

firmed diagnosis of a termi-

nal condition which will

lead to death within six

months. 

Neither of these require-

ments may be possible in

Yelle’s circumstance. 

His unusual combination

of symptoms are destroying

his body and mind at differ-

ent rates. And even though

his long-term prognosis is

indeed terminal, he may not

ever be able to declare that

he has only six months to

live, as required by the

ODDA.

This leaves Yelle in

limbo, not knowing when

his physical condition will

degenerate to the point he

no longer wishes to live —

while at the same time

being uncertain when his

mental state will be consid-

ered too “unsound” to make

his final decision under

ODDA requirements. 

Beyond that, Yelle wor-

ries that his mental condi-

tion will be so diminished at

some point in his life that he

will not be aware or cog-

nizant enough to express his

desire to die.

This is the unintended

quandary that Yelle and

other Oregonians with

unique illnesses and unusu-

al circumstances face each

year. While the ODDA was

created to provide a certain

level of dignity for those

whose lives are coming to a

painful or distressing end, it

also includes unforeseen

gaps Oregonians can fall

through.

Part II in this three-part

series will continue next

Wednesday, Feb. 22, with a

look at Yelle’s efforts to

change existing legislation,

as well as perspectives from

State Rep. Caddy

McKeown, State Sen. Arnie

Roblan, U.S. Rep. Peter

DeFazio, U.S. Sen. Jeff

Merkley and U.S. Rep. Ron

Wyden on the gaps within

Oregon’s Death with

Dignity Act.

The series will conclude

on Wednesday, March 1.

just love to fly,” Terry said.

This love of flying has been

at the heart of both men’s lives

for decades. After retiring,

Spayd’s aerial life was cen-

tered on flying the Stearman

along the Oregon coast to the

delight of visitors from around

the world. 

His company, Aero

Legends, will continue to

operate with a new hand at the

tiller. 

“I’ve done the lighthouse

tour four or five hundred

times. I’ve done between 85 to

100 trips per year since I

bought the Stearman,” Spayd

said. “That’s probably around

1,000 people that I’ve taken

up. And I have never had a dis-

satisfied customer. People

come back and they are

changed by their trip. It’s been

an amazing experience.”  

Since retiring from the Air

Force, Tomeny has been a

flight instructor, an aviation

consultant and a recreational

flyer. And while their paths to

ownership of the Stearman

were different, both men

believe their appreciation of

the plane drew them together. 

They point to the beauty

and durability of the plane as

one of the main reasons the

plane still draws attention.

“Having gotten to know the

airplane over the last year or

so, it is such a classic piece of

aviation and in such amazing

condition that I was pleased to

have the opportunity to buy it

from Sam,” Terry said. “Not

just for Winette and myself,

but for all the people who will

get to look at the Oregon coast

from the air.”

The Stearman is not only a

beautiful plane to look at, but it

also holds a prestigious place

in aviation history. The

Stearman series were the pri-

mary planes used to train pilots

from the U.S. Navy and Air

Force prior to World War II. 

There were more than

10,000 in use during this time,

but after the war they were

considered obsolete and thou-

sands were sold to the public. 

The Stearmans were easily

converted to commercial use

with minor adaptations and

they became a valued element

of farm life across America.

Most were used as crop

dusters. 

That was until Director

Alfred Hitchcock used one to

chase Cary Grant through a

cornfield in his film, “North

by Northwest.” 

Hitchcock reportedly used

the plane because of its dis-

tinctive paint job, classic

design and its recognizability

among the public. 

This high profile turn on the

big screen sparked renewed

interest in the Stearman and

led to the plane becoming a

collector’s item.

The new owners of the Aero

Legends Stearman plan to

continue offering coastal tours

and look forward to expanding

the ways in which they can

share the Stearman with the

residents of Florence. 

For more information, con-

tact Aero Legends at 541-991-

3579 or visit aerolegends.com.

C
Y

A
N

  
 M

A
G

E
N

T
A

  
 Y

E
L

L
O

W
  

 B
L

A
C

K

SIUSLAW NEWS   ❚ WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2017 9A

ODOT Approved 

Teen Driver Ed Course

Begins February 16th  

Classes meet at Siuslaw High School 

Contact Rob at (541) 999-9179 or 

robgriffes@gmail.com

DRIVER ED

Member SIPC

Andy Baber, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

1010 Highway 101
Florence, OR 97439
541-997-8755

www.edwardjones.com

Stocks.
Bonds. CDs.
IRAs. Mutual
funds.

ALICE BRAUER CHRISTIAN PRESCHOOL

ENROLLING NOW

Meggan Haslett, Director
541-999-6026

or email: abchristianprek@gmail.com

We are a Christian based preschool whose goal 
is to provide excellence in education and opportunities for faith 

formation in a  loving,  safe environment for every child.
• Open Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 5:30 pm

• Ages 3 years - 6 years are accepted 
(must be potty trained)

• Off ering 3-day and 2-day rates.
• Certifi ed Teachers and state licensed

88122 Riverview Ave – Recently remodeled,

riverfront 2 bdrm, 2.5 bath home built in 1910, has

a great mix of old charm and new updates. Large

fenced backyard with fruit trees, blueberry bushes

and a fenced garden area. Don’t miss out on this

one! $259,500. #2671-17232089

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Let me Showcase your property.

Amy Johnson
Broker, CSA
541 999-7875

� �

Th ank you to these donors and sponsors!
Big Dog Donuts • Drift wood Shores

Th ree Rivers Casino Resort • Florence Eye Clinic
Safeway • Fred Meyer • Rick Barrow

R&R King Logging, Inc. • Copeland’s • Florence Yamaha
Silver Lining Boutique • Toni’s Canine Castle

Facials by Christa Myrick • Teresa’s Sunrise Expresso
Dutch Bros. • Oregon Pacifi c Bank

Doggie Day Care • Bob Rannow • Les Schwab
Kathryn Rannow Pampered Chef

Lucy’s Nails • Banner Bank • Chen’s • Rosa’s • Gigi Lassan
Beauty By Delivery Day Spa Elaine McMillian

Beauty By Delivery Day Spa Sara Nice
Clawson’s Wheelhouse • Kim Clement w/Younique Beauty Products

Chad Clement, D.D.S • Shervin’s Tire & Automotive
Kathy Wilson Benefi cial Massage • All About Olives • City Lights Cinema

Bridgewater • BJ’S Ice Cream • 1285 Resto Bar • Kitchen Klutter
Central Coast Disposal • Little Brown Hen • Glo Tanning

Car Wash & Shine • Joe Th issell • Beachcomber 
Sears • Coast Insurance • Scott Ryland Plumbing

Greg and Sandy Paige • Rich and Erin DeSantis • Eric Stinger
Vic and Robin Vaccaro • Moser Family • Delta Gamma ESA

Lydia Brackney • Norwood Family • Robinson Family
Alberty Family • Blake Family • Dr. Tobi and Cori Hanson

Woolley Refrigeration • Dr. David and Laura Smith • Valhalla Winery

All proceeds from this event go to Project Graduation—the all-night drug and 

alcohol free graduation party for the 2017 Siuslaw graduating class.

Backstreet Gallery - The Place to Shop!

  
 

Cards, prints, and original art, photography, pottery,  
fused glass, night lights, scarves, felting, 

Exceptional, one of a kind gifts, handmade by local artists!

1421 Bay Street, Old Town, Florence

Unique Gifts for Every Occasion!

541-997-8980 www.backstreetgallery.org

Burns’s Riverside Chapel
Florence Funeral Home

Your Community Friend-
Compassionate Care

for you and your loved ones.

2765 Kingwood St.
Florence, OR

24 Hours

541-997-3416
burnsriversidechapel.com

*Expires Feb. 28 2017. Restrictions may apply.  Subject to availability.
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800-853-0909

Discover Europe’s cultural and culinary 

delights.  Call our professional agents to book 

your perfect European vacations.
 

Paris to the Swiss Alps
12 Days | Paris to Zürich

 
APR-MAY 2017 Departures 

from $3,699 per person,
plus FREE Air*

 
Th is cruisetour sails through four fascinating countries, 

including hotel stays in elegant Paris and lakeside Zürich.

Biplane from 1A

According to Lane County

Circuit Court records, the

couple divorced in 2010 after

24 years of marriage.

Stickley’s preliminary

hearing is scheduled for Feb.

21. 

Lane County Chief Deputy

District Attorney Eric Hassel-

man said, “We are confident

that a grand jury, being pre-

sented with the evidence, will

indict.” 

Florence Police Comm-

ander John Pitcher said this is

the first homicide in Florence

since a murder/suicide that

occurred in November 2015. 

Prior to that, the last homi-

cide in Florence was more

than 24 years ago.

Police from 1A

Dignity from 1A

� Mapleton School District

#32: Position 1, 4-year term;

Position 2, 4-year term and

Position 4, 4-year term 

� Siuslaw School District

#97J: Position 2, 4-year term;

Position 4, 4-year term; Position

6, 4-year term and Position 7, 2-

year unexpired term 

� Mapleton Fire Department:

Position 4, 4-year term and

Position 5, 4-year term 

� Siuslaw Valley Fire and

Rescue: Position 1, 4-year term

and Position 2, 4-year term 

� Swisshome-Deadwood

Rural Fire and Police District:

Position 4, 4-year term; Position

5, 4-year term; Position 2, 2-

year Unexpired Term and

Position 3, 2-year unexpired

term

� Mapleton Water District:

Position 1, 4-year term and

Position 2, 4-year term

� Siuslaw Public Library

District: 3 Positions, 4-year

terms 

� Port of Siuslaw: Position 1,

4-year term, Position 3, 4-year

term and Position 5, 4-year term 

� Western Lane Ambulance

District: Position 3, 4-year term,

Position 4, 4-year term; Position

5, 4-year term.

Some of these positions are

also certified to Douglas

County.

Forms are available on the

Lane County website. 

Applications and the $10 fil-

ing fee may be hand delivered,

or mailed to Lane County

Elections Office, 275 West 10th

Ave., Eugene, or 97401 

For more information, con-

tact Lane County General

Elections Office at 541-682-

4234.

Elections from 1A

D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N C .

Here to serve your denture needs:

Dentures

Partial Dentures

Immediate Dentures

Implant Dentures

Relines & Repairs Same Day

Monday-Thursday

10am - 2 pm

524 Laurel St.

541-997-6054

William Foster LD

Sherry, Offi ce Manager

Financing: Citi Health Card

12 Month no Interest

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
Open 4 days a week!

“As a denture wearer myself,
I can answer your 

questions and address
 your denture concerns.”

~ William Foster, LD

Have a community event?

Deadlines for press releases and news items are

by noon Mondays and Thursdays. Email them to:

PRESSRELEASES@THESIUSLAWNEWS.COM.


