
M
ost Florence area resi-

dents are familiar with

and look forward to the

Oregon Coast Humane Society’s

(OCHS) Christmas Store each 

year. 

Not only is it one of two impor-

tant annual fundraisers that help to

support the animal shelter, but it is a

cheerful, fun shopping experience as

visitors to the store discover new

gift and decorating items added

daily. 

Preparation for each November

event begins back in January with

one dedicated volunteer, working in

a tiny sorting room at the OCHS

Thrift Store.  

Her name? 

Elaine McGill.

Before moving from Salinas,

Calif., to Florence in 2005 and,

prior to her retirement, McGill was

an emergency room nurse for 35

years in California and Arizona. She

has also volunteered setting up

triathlon First Aid stations for sever-

al years.

Shortly after arriving in Florence,

McGill met Mary Beth Hodson

while both were volunteering for

Relay for Life. Hodson invited

McGill to join her, working together

sorting and pricing items for the

next project that was in need of vol-

unteers. In this case, it was the

Oregon Coast Humane Society’s

Christmas Store — and the rest, as

they say, is history. 

McGill has continued every year

since that time sorting and pricing

items year round in preparation for

what has become one of Florence’s

favorite traditions, the annual

Christmas Store each November. 

Her years of experience setting up

the OCHS Christmas Store opera-

tion each year and teaching new vol-

unteers has been invaluable.

Naming McGill as December’s

Volunteer of the Month was a very

easy choice. 

Christmases are a little merrier at

OCHS each year thanks to McGill.

Region is assisting the dis-

placed family of four with

immediate basic needs. 

Barrett said, “Remember

to stay in the kitchen when

cooking. Do not use candles

around anything that can

burn, and have a fun and safe

holiday season.” 
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View all our active listings 

in Florence at...

www.RealEstateFlorence.com

...or give us a call at 541-997-6000 
and we’ll do the searching for you!
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• Up to 16 photos per property

• Detailed listing information

• Virtual tours

• Price histories

• Community demographics

• Maps ... and much more!

The Top Choice in
   Florence Real Estate.

PRICE REDUCED

Need a place to live? Single-wide on 

1.1 acres, full time or part time living.

2 Bdrm, 1 Ba  924 sq ft

$110,000  BH7284  ML#16253879

PRICE REDUCED

Open floor plan in this beautiful 

Craftsman home. Wood floors, great 

kitchen, fireplace w/hearth & mantle 

and much more

3 Bdrm, 2 Ba  1999 sq ft

$377,000  BH7357  ML#16340702

FEATURED LISTING

New home in gated community of 

Fawn Ridge

3 Bdrm, 2 Ba  2019 sq ft

$417,000  BH7353  ML#16136478

PRICE REDUCED

Extremely private setting bordering 

40 acre County reserve. Hardwood 

throughout main level. Vaulted 

gourmet kitchen

4 Bdrm, 3 Ba  3138 sq ft

$449,900  BH7052  ML#15331977

FEATURED PROPERTY

Why wait? Build your dream home 

on this beautiful lot in Shelter Cove. 

Common area for fantastic river, 

ocean & sunset views. Power, Water 

& sewer available. .25 acres

$68,900  BH7192  ML#16125632

PRICE REDUCED

Florentine Estates Goldenwest 

home. Split bedroom design plus 

den & 320 sqft sunroom. Double 

garage, patio, landscaped

3 Bdrm, 2 Ba  1512 sq ft

$229,900  BH7351  ML#16028359

NEW LISTING

Ocean view home located in the 

gated community of KlaHaNee

3 Bdrm, 3 Ba  2560 sq ft

$579,000  BH7369  ML#16027309

NEW LISTING

You’ve got to see this house! 

Amazing river views, large shop, 

double car garage-RV parking plus a 

beautiful home

3 Bdrm, 2 ½ Ba  1696 sq ft

$450,000  BH7375  ML#16452685

NEW LISTING

Woahink lakefront on 1.14. acres 

with private dock. Expansive deck 

overlooking lake.

3 Bdrm, 2 Ba  1808 sq ft

$619,900  BH7376  ML#16376820

AN UNFORGETTABLE GIFT 

FOR YOUR FRIEND OR 

RELATIVE WHO HAS 

EVERYTHING…..EVERYTHING…..

���������	
�� 
���������	�


������������
������������� !�"�#

1136 Hwy. 101 • Florence •541-997-8630

DIRK’S

We serve Breakfast and Lunch!

Donuts • Bagels

Biscuits and Gravy • Breakfast Burritos

Deli Sandwiches and so much more! 

Open 7 Days a week!

Eat in or call for take out!

 Best Burger! 
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- 
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Falter said, “They used a

trashcan to carry it out. They

did some damage to our

counter. 

“It could have been a lot

worse.”

Despite the break-in, he

said the weekend ended with

an overwhelming show of

support from Florence resi-

dents.

“What made this a good

weekend instead of a bad

weekend was once I posted

the pictures on Facebook, it

was amazing to see the out-

pouring of support. We had

over 12,000 views in 48

hours,” Falter said.

He added, “That was the

most comments we have ever

had since we opened. The

theme was ‘How can we help

you? How can we support

you?’ We are very apprecia-

tive of all that support.”

Falter said the break in

would not delay the Dec. 16

Florence premier of the latest

Star Wars movie, “Rogue

One: A Star Wars Story.”

According to Florence

Police Department Comman-

der John Pitcher, police are

offering a $250 reward for the

arrest and conviction of the

suspect or suspects involved.

Anyone who has informa-

tion should contact Sgt.

Brandon Ott at 541-997-

3515.

Falter maintained his wry

sense of humor over the

ordeal when describing some-

thing he discovered at the

crime scene that to him was

unsettling. 

“Over in the corner there

was a cookie. We don’t sell

cookies here, so I knew it was

most likely left by the perpe-

trators. We have a very strict

no outside food or drink poli-

cy,” he said.

City Lights Cinemas can be

reached at www.citylightscin-

emas.com.

Cinemas from 1A

Fire from 1A

were among several local

agency representatives to

attend the conference. 

Langborg said, “It was a

good conference and rein-

forced much of what I

already knew.”

He added, “Even being a

part of the Western Lane

Emergency Operations

Group, we still know that we

personally need to be pre-

pared. There is no way local

government will be able 

to meet the immediate needs

of everyone in the face of 

a tsunami event. People need

to be prepared on their 

own.”

For more information on

tsunami preparedness, visit

Western Lane Emergency

Operations Group’s website at

www.wleog.org or go to ci.flo-

rence.or.us/community/west-

ern-lane-emergency-opera-

tions-group.

Conference from 1A

McGill named Volunteer of the Month at OCHS

Elaine McGill
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