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Keep it local.

BEST FOR HEARING

Get a FREE
| no-obligation |
HEARING
| CONSULTATION |
& EVALUATION

Expires 11/30/16

(541) 997-8866

L 2285 Highway 101 - Florence -J
— — — T

r.- - - - 1

Cross Road
Assembly of God

We invite you to I
join us
Sunday, 10:30 a.m.
for Worship. I
. |

First time visitor coupon for a free
espresso drink.

Corner of 10th & Maple
353

| 5% Discount |

| onReplacement

| Dentures and PartlalsI
William Foster, LD

|I (541) 997-6054 |

524 Laurel Street - Florence

L o e e o

Hobergs
Complete Auto Repair

' 20% OFF '

I Muffer /Exhaust work |

541) 997-2413
- l

345 Highway 101 - Florence
Expires November 30, 2016
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J. Johnson

Tree Service

| Call |
Josh Johnson

| foranocost |

| estimate. I
541-999-7989
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SHIPPIN’ SHACK

I SHRED UPTO 10 LBS - I
RECEIVE $2 OFF I

SHRED OVER 10 LBS -
RECEIVE $3 OFF |

I Expires 11-30-16

541-997-5888 |
625 Hwy. 101 * Florence
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Sanson's Pest Management

Get Ready for Spring
| FREE Inspections |

Inspect-Correct-Protect
Sustained Pest Management
solutions for your
home and businesses.

541-997-4027 * 800-622-8993

www.swansonpm.com
L CCB#79884
—
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Ned
Hickson

I left the house this morn-
ing and made an important
realization: What I had
assumed was a fleece-lined,
bright orange sweatshirt lay-
ing crumpled on the front
steps was actually NOT a gar-
ment at all.

It was our jack-o-lantern.
This realization was made
while attempting to pick it up.

Though my intention was to
give my kids a stern lecture
on taking care of their cloth-

ing, I decided instead to
scream uncontrollably after
grabbing a handful of pump-
kin mucus. Somehow, our
pumpkin’s aging process had

accelerated, causing it to col-
lapse in on itself and sprout
white fur — literally —
overnight.

This isn’t an isolated inci-
dent. Anyone who hasn’t dis-
posed of their jack-o-lantern
by now has witnessed this
process, which we can all
agree defies the natural laws
of physics. One morning,
your pumpkin’s face is trian-
gle-eyed and gap-toothed as
normal. The next morning, it
is Buddy Hackett.

Should the process be
allowed to continue, there’s a
chance your pumpkin will
actually collapse so far in on
itself it will create its own
gravitational pull and eventu-
ally threaten the space-time
continuum. To avoid a cata-
clysmic event ushering in the
return of bell-bottom pants,
you have a responsibility to

the rest of us to dispose of
your gourd immediately, even
if it means scraping it up with
a shovel and transporting it to
a government facility.
However, for those of you
who remember to dispose of
your pumpkin before it con-
tains enough organic matter
to become self-aware, you
have another option, which is
to drive to Milton, Delaware,
today for the annual Punkin
Chunkin World Champion-
ships. There, you will find the
kind of excitement one can
only get from jettisoning a
large gourd as far as possible
without the aid of rocket fuel.
The annual event, which
has taken place each year
since 1986, got started the
way a lot of sporting compe-
titions do: by having two men
argue over who can throw
something the farthest.

In this case, an anvil.

Fortunately, fate (most
likely, in the form of a pulled
groin muscle) intervened, and
“Punkin Chunkin” was born.
In a nutshell, participants use
catapults, air cannons and
oversized slingshots to hurl
large pumpkins over great
distances. Last year, Bruce
Bradford’s winning toss set a
new world’s record but, tragi-
cally, took the life of an
Amish man during a barn
raising in nearby
Pennsylvania.

The good news is, “Punkin
Chunkin” is catching on
across the U.S.

Soon, you may not have to
drive as far as Delaware to
chunk your punkin! The bad
news is, because of growing
popularity, you could — at
this very moment — be
standing in a “Punkin

Your decomposing pumpkin could threaten mankind

Chunkin” drop zone.

This is similar to standing
in a golf course drop zone,
except, in this case, no one
will be yelling “FORE!”
before you get hammered
with a 10-pound gourd travel-
ing in excess of 60 mph.

Just to be safe, I would
avoid going outside until the
competition officially ends
later today.

Assuming, of course, there
isn’t a sudden shift in the
space-time continuum and
The Cubs win the World
Series! Ha! Ha!

Oh wait...

Ned is a syndicated columnist
with News Media Corporation.
His latest book, Pearls of
Writing Wisdom: From 16 years
as a shucking columnist is
available online at

Port Hole Books.

Evangelical Church’s Operation Christmas Child now taking donations

The Florence Evangelical
Church will once again be
the Florence area collection
point for the world’s largest
Christmas project of its
kind, Operation Christmas
Child.

Florence residents, fami-
lies, churches and groups can

be part of spreading joy to
millions of children around
the world by filling shoeboxes
as Christmas gifts for children
in need.

This  year’s  National
Collection Week is Nov. 14
through 21.

Florence project coordina-

tors hope to collect 500 shoe-
box gifts, this year, for deliv-
ery to children overseas.
Florence Evangelical
Church, 1318 Rhododendron
Drive, is taking donated items
Monday through Sunday, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m., with additional
times on Wednesdays, 5 to 8

p.m., and Monday, Nov. 21,
from 8 to 10 a.m.

For information about
dropping off shoeboxes,
call the church at 541-997-
2523.

Operation Christmas Child
has been an annual project of
Samaritan’s Purse since 1993.
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The project has delivered
gift-filled shoeboxes to more
than 124 million children, in
more than 150 countries and
territories.

For information on how to
pack a shoebox visit www.
samaritanspurse.org/occ.

Ranked #1

MOST BEAUTIFUL
TOWN IN AMERICA

-0 Expedia

Earn 1 scratch card for every 500 points you earn!
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Keep it local.
Suck & in tee atr/ Come try our new non-smoking section with 150 NEW GAMES!
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www.shoppelocal.biz

Things wne luckion here! -

FLORENCE - COOS BAY - 877-374-8377 - THREERIVERSCASINO.COM

DEeADLINE FOR PRESS RELEASES IS EVERY MONDAY AND THURSDAY BY NOON. EMAIL PRESSRELEASES@THESIUSLAWNEWS.COM.
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