
Wayne Sharpe, local radio

personality with Coast Radio

and President of the Oregon

Coast Miliary Museum, was

Master of Ceremonies.

The speakers paid tribute

to the Coast Guard members

and families at the station as

well as the Auxiliarists who

augment Station Siuslaw

River in the areas of watch

standing, food services, pub-

lic affairs, mechanics and

even boat crew. 

There were several stand-

ing ovations. 

Henry expressed many

kudos and recognized the

critical importance of what

Station Siuslaw River does

every day. He expressed that

the community stands with

the active members and sup-

ports their heroic service, and

thanked them for being

neighbors and friends to the

community in general.

Hoffman, who gave an

inspiring and patriotic

speech, said, “Our Florence

station crew are exemplary in

carrying out the Coast Guard

mission of being Semper

Paratus — Always Ready!

The Coast Guard has great

technology, but make no mis-

take, it is the people that

truly make the Coast Guard

what it is today. 

“Station Siuslaw River has

some great members and great

citizens volunteering as auxil-

iarists to help carry out the

Team Coast Guard mission.”

Coast Guard and Auxiliary

members stood shoulder-to-

shoulder with the community

to celebrate. 

The local Band of

Brothers veteran’s group

sponsored the Challenge

Coins and many local organi-

zations and individuals

helped sponsor the event.

But the Year of the Coast

Guard doesn’t stop with this

dinner. The Coast Guard will

be the celebrated Grand

Marshall of the Florence

Veteran’s Day Parade on

Friday, Nov. 11. 

And just this month, the

Chamber of Commerce

announced that in 2017, the

Coast Guard will be the

Grand Marshal of the 110th

annual Rhododendron

Festival Grand Floral Parade,

the second largest parade in

the State of Oregon. The

theme of the 2017 parade

will be “Always Ready to

Rhody,” as an homage to the

Coast Guard motto, Semper

Paratus.

Because Florence is a

coastal community subject to

the effects of a tsunami creat-

ed by a Cascadia Subduction

Zone earthquake, tsunami

zone evacuation becomes a

necessary component of the

drill. 

Messmer said, “The Great

Shakeout is an earthquake

drill, but we live on the coast,

so our immediate reaction

afterward is to anticipate

water, so you are moving to

higher ground.” 

According to Messmer, the

city is involved in a three-

point tsunami evacuation plan.

“We have ‘You are in the

tsunami zone’ signs that go all

the way up and down the coast

up into Canada,” she said. 

The next component is that

Florence-area assembly points

have signs designating the

sites. 

Messmer recommends all

people living or working with-

in the tsunami zone be familiar

with the nearest assembly

points and locate them on the

tsunami zone maps printed in

2013. 

The maps may be accessed

by going to the City of

Florence website at www.

ci.florence.or.us/em.

The third element is the

blue tsunami zone street mark-

ers that were recently laid

directly on the pavement

telling people where the tsuna-

mi zone ends. 

Messmer said Florence is

one of five coastal Oregon

cities to receive five of the

indicators as part of a pilot

project by OEM. 

“We have always had signs

that say you are in the tsunami

zone and signs showing how

to get out of the tsunami zone,

but we have never told people,

‘Stop, you are out of the

tsunami zone,’” she said.

Messmer stressed that a few

assembly points, such as the

Florence Events Center on

Quince Street, would have

Red Cross emergency shelter,

generators and some first aid.

She added, “Our

Geographical Information

Systems specialist has taken

photos of the assembly points

and our goal is to create a

‘scavenger hunt’ map and

asking people to find their

assembly points.”

None of the Florence-area

assembly points are designed

for long-term sheltering or

for food distribution

“They are not meant to 

be long-term shelter areas,”

Messmer said. “We don’t

have sheltering supplies for

everyone. That’s not some-

thing we can feasibly do. 

We would encourage citizens

to have their own supplies 

— several days worth of sup-

plies — because it is going

to be longer than you think.

“If you have enough warn-

ing, bring your supplies to 

an assembly point or other

place outside of the tsunami

zone.”
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This message brought to you by the West Lane 

Emergency Operations Group. www.wleog.org

Is your family prepared?
If an emergency happens in your community,

 it may take emergency workers some time to reach you. 

You should be prepared to take care of yourself and 

your family for a minimum of 240 hours.

Get your emergency fi rst aid kit started  with these essentials:

❑ First aid manual

❑ Aspirin or pain relievers

❑ Laxatives, diarrhea medicine

❑ Rubbing alcohol, petroleum jelly

❑ Soap, salt, baking soda

❑ Sanitary napkins, matches

❑ Triangular bandages

❑ Elastic bandages, pressure dressings

❑ Cotton balls, disposable diapers

❑ Scissors, needles, tweezers

❑ Popsicle sticks, splints, heavy string

❑ Thermometer, paper tape

❑ Syrup of Ipecac

❑ Personal prescription medications

IDENTIFY  •  PREPARE  •  SURVIVE

240
HOURS

Open Daily for
Lunch menu offered from 11-6pm
Happy Hour menu daily from 3-6pm
Beer, Wine, Cocktails

Handcrafed 
Sandwiches 
created to 

mouthwatering perfection!

All of our fresh menu items are made 
to order, so exactly what you want is 
exactly what you get. 

The Grill & Lounge 
a t  S a n d p i n e s

1201 35th Street at Kingwood, Florence
541-997-4623Highway 101 & 35 St.

Daily 
Happy 
Hour 

3-6pm

Browning’s Corner Rd – Spectacular views of

the sand dunes, bordering the Forest Service and

BLM land. This 10 acre lot is a rare find near town.

$99,900. #2632-16034413

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Let me Showcase your property.

Tim Sapp
Owner / 

Principal Broker
541 999-8230

Licensed

Bonded

Insured

P.O. Box 31,000

(541) 997-6977 (541) 999-0896

P.O. Box 31,000 • Florence, OR 97439

WE BUY GUNS

FLORENCE GUN SHOP
B U Y ,  S E L L  &  T R A D E

539 HIGHWAY 101, FLORENCE

(541) 997-0500

WWW.FLORENCEGUNSHOP.COM

BUY - SELL - TRADE
541-255-9822 - Larry

landl316@live.com 

MODEL TRAIN ENTHUSIASTS

Over 

50 Years 

Experience!

FlorenceLocation.

D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N C .
Here to serve

your denture needs:

Dentures

Immediate Dentures

Implant Dentures

Relines and Repairs

Monday-Thursday

10am - 2 pm
Or by special appointment

524 Laurel St.

541-997-6054

William Foster LD

Sherry, Offi ce Manager

Relines and Repairs

Same Day

Financing: Citi Health Card

12 Month no Interest

FREE CONSULTATIONS

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Buying or Selling? I can help.

Amy Johnson
Broker, CSA
541 999-7875

5 Eden Ln - Spacious .40 acre beach area lot with

city services available. Sunny exposure on low

traffic street. Build your dream home here and be

close to shopping, the hospital, library, post office

and more. Take a look today! $69,000. #2647-

16154279

member

541-997-7121   opbc.com @OregonPacBank 

Invest in Florence by banking locally!

Drill from 1A

Guard from 1A

RICHARD LEWIS

Station Siuslaw River provides a Color Guard to begin the
dinner and formal ceremony. Veterans groups, community
members, dignitaries and Coast Guard members attend the
evening sponsored by Oregon Coast Military Museum.

Three Rivers Casino Resort

is partnering with the Florence

community PTA to gather

donations of coats and sweat-

shirts for the winter. 

This will give the commu-

nity an opportunity to keep

people warm this winter as

well as have a little fun along

the way.

Three Rivers Casino Resort

in Florence will accept dona-

tions of new coats and sweat-

shirts between Oct. 15 and

Nov. 15, at the Players Club

inside the casino.

Donated items will be dis-

tributed to students ages 5-18

in the Siuslaw School District. 

For every donation of a

sweatshirt with tags, donors

will receive $5 in free play.

For a donation of a coat with

tags, donors will receive $10

in free play.

“Three Rivers wanted to

make this a win-win for

everyone,” said Three Rivers

COO, Mike Rose. “The chil-

dren benefit from new, warm

clothes and our players will

have an opportunity to test

their luck with free play.”

As the weather gets colder,

the community can support

this effort to keep kids warm

as autumn moves into winter.

Three Rivers Casino Resort

is at 5646 Highway 126.

For more information, call

541-902-6619 or visit www.

ThreeRiversCasino.com.

Month-long sweatshirt,

coat drive begins today

Visit us online: www.TheSiuslawNews.com.

Deadlines for press releases and news items are by noon

Mondays and Thursdays. Email them to:

PRESSRELEASES@THESIUSLAWNEWS.COM.


