
Siuslaw junior running back

Quincy Rusk is called “Q” by

his Vikings football teammates.

It’s for the initial of his first

name, but it could be Q for

quick, or quality.

Certainly not Q for quiche,

or for quit. There’s no quit in

Quincy.

“I’ve always liked the nick-

name ‘Q,’ but this is the first

time I’ve been called it,” Rusk

said. “I really feel that since

I’ve been called Q, it’s giving

me an extra boost.”

That boost helped shoot Q

into the end zone with the

opening kickoff at Elmira dur-

ing the season opener Sept. 2.

Taking the ball inside the

Siuslaw 10, he dashed and

slashed more than 90 yards to

the Falcons’ end zone.

“I got touched a little bit at

the end, by No. 11 (the

Falcons’ Jamal Wilson),” Rusk

said. “I just saw my holes and I

hit them hard and I ran as fast

as I possibly could.”

Unfortunately, there was a

flag on the play. Instead of a

touchdown and a quick lead,

the Vikings had the ball on their

22, 78 yards from the end zone,

and the game remained score-

less.

Elmira eventually went on to

win, 35-14, grinding out five

touchdowns and 356 yards on

the ground.

“That was a game-changer,”

Vikings coach Jamin Pool said

of the TD that was called back

by penalty. “Somebody said it

was a block in the back, but

(the officials) didn’t have a

number for me.

“It is what it is. I tell the

players there are going to be

mistakes. We need to adjust to

them and overcome them.”

Rusk has been making a

number of adjustments in

recent months, including the

adjustment to being Siuslaw’s

primary ballcarrier.

Against the Falcons, he had

16 of the Vikings’ 27 carries for

54 of the team’s 80 yards on the

ground, and he scored

Siuslaw’s only rushing touch-

down, a 5-yard scamper in the

fourth quarter.

Rusk also caught a pass for 3

yards and served as the primary

kick returner, with four for 49

yards. Oh, he also played a lot

of defense.

“Overall, I was pretty

pleased with his performance,”

Pool said of Q. “He made a

couple of mistakes, but he also

made some really great deci-

sions.”

Rusk played some football

as a freshman in Utah, but

dropped out of the sport his

first year at Siuslaw.

“I didn’t have my head

screwed on right,” he said.

“Over the summer, I really

looked myself in a mirror, and

told myself I need to play foot-

ball.

“I found a team that I could

really love, and that I could be

part of.”

Rusk took advantage of the

Vikings’ summer camp to get

his head on straight, and to get

back into the game.

“I just showed up and

worked hard,” he said.

“Everybody’s accepted me, and

I have accepted them. I love my

guys.”

Love comes in all sizes, and

Rusk makes the most of his 5-

foot-8 frame and 125 pounds. 

Teammate Trent Reavis, a

foot taller and 100 pounds

heavier, scored the other

Vikings’ touchdown Friday

night.

“Q will be our primary ball-

carrier this season,” Pool said.

“His overall athleticism, shift-

ing gears, and the ability to get

upfield and all of that is just

different. That’s where he has

to be."

Rusk’s return to football has

him looking at other sports, and

he has two specifically in mind

for this school year.

“I think I’m going to go out

for wrestling and track,” he

said. “I think I’d like to run the

100 meters.”

Which is what he’d like to

run on a football field, from

end zone to end zone, scoring a

touchdown to give his team a

boost. As for the flag that

wiped out his TD return Friday,

no worries.

“I’m not really disappointed,

because I know I can do it

again,” Rusk said. “I’m looking

forward to next week, so I can

do it again.”

That’s Q, as in quiet confi-

dence.

SIUSLAW NEWS   ❚ SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2016 3B

This message brought to you by:

...need a friend?

Meet Hutch
 

As you can tell I’m not camera 

shy at all, I look best in natural 

sunlight. I am, however, in search 

of a owner with a light touch 

and that person would have to 

be sensitive and patient with 

my needs. I’m still working on 

letting down my wall and letting 

someone love me. It would be 

more comfortable for me to allow 

this to happen if I were the only 

pet. Serious inquiries only...ask for 

Hutch.

If you would like to meet Hutch or any of his

friends, please visit us at:

OREGON COAST HUMANE SOCIETY
2840 Rhododendron Drive • Florence • 541-997-4277

www.oregoncoasthumane.org

+Siuslaw News

www.shoppelocal.biz

Join the Peace Harbor Hospital Volunteers. 

You will find an area of interest 

in a caring organization. 

Peace Harbor

Volunteers
400 9th Street, Florence, OR 97439

541-997-8412 ext. 209

Saving men one 

PSA test at a time.

541-997-6626

maribob@oregonfast.net
Someone to talk to...

who understands!

To include your  

organization in this 

directory,  

please call us 

@ 541-997-3441

Volunteer•Get involved•Donate

Do your part and 

volunteer today

to help support

these local 

non-proft

organizations in 

our community!

1570 Kingwood • PO Box 2313, Florence

541-997-5673
laneseniormeals.org

Operating Monday, Wednesday and Friday

Meals on Wheels are available to people over the 

age of 60 who cannot get out much due to illness 

or advanced age and who are not eating properly, 

regardless of income. Cafe 60 is available for those 

who prefer to make new friends in a dining room 

setting.

Florence Food Share provides food to those 

who are hungry in our community. If you have 

four hours a week available, we are in need of 

volunteers to staff our Front Desk and also act 

as Guides as clients walk through the pantry. 

Please call our volunteer coordinator, Gina Yates, 

@ 541-997-9110 (Monday – Friday, before noon) 

to learn more about volunteering. info@�lorence-

foodshare.org 2190 Spruce Street.

2150 Hwy. 101 • Florence
(541) 997-3475 • 1-800-348-3475

See Jim for your auto sales needs!See Jim for your auto sales needs!

www.shoppelocal.biz
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Vik runningback Quincy Rusk is called ‘Q’ for a reason
BY STAN PUSIESKI

For Siuslaw News

Quincy Rusk is introduced during Blue and Gold Night.
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