
Labor Day Weekend is one

of the top three boating week-

ends of the year on many

Oregon lakes and rivers,

attracting thousands to the

banks and warmest water of the

season. 

To keep things fun and safe,

the Oregon State Marine Board

suggests taking the time to plan

your water getaway and take

home the following pointers: 

� Don’t drink and boat.

Boating is a great social activi-

ty, but the Marine Board

encourages boaters and persons

floating on the waterways to

leave the alcohol on shore; it’s

safer for everyone.

If arrested for Boating Under

the Influence of Intoxicants

(BUII), violators can be fined

up to $6,250; can lose boating

privileges for up to three years

and even serve jail time. 

Consumption of intoxicants

on many Oregon waterways is

up, and so are accidents involv-

ing alcohol. So far this year, 10

people have lost their lives in

recreational boating incidents,

many of which involve drugs

and alcohol.

� Know your waterway.  “Be

familiar with your surround-

ings and always keep watch

where you are going,” says

Ashley Massey, Public

Information Officer for the

Marine Board.  “Stumps, dead-

heads and sand and gravel bars

can appear out of nowhere with

water depth changes. Start out

slow and get your bearings.  

“Water levels around the

state are very low which means

sand and gravel bars may feel

like they appear out of

nowhere.”

� Know what rules apply.

“There are all types of water-

craft on the market; some are

considered boats and others are

pool toys. Boats are designed

differently, and by state law,

have specific equipment

requirements, such as having

enough properly fitted life

jackets and a sound producing

device, like a whistle.

“Attach the whistle to your

life jacket and you’re set.” 

Those who plan to float the

river should keep in mind that

pool toys are designed for use

in a swimming pool. They

have no directional control and

puncture easily in rivers.

“If you are planning a relax-

ing float, do so in a watercraft

designed for the river; one

which won’t easily puncture

and comes properly equipped

with a paddle so you can

maneuver away from obstruc-

tions,” says Massey

� Wear your life jacket. Each

boat (including kayaks, inflat-

able boats and canoes) must

have a properly fitting life

jacket for each person on board

and at least one sound produc-

ing device, like a whistle. 

Life jackets need to be in

good shape and readily accessi-

ble — not under a hatch or in

its packaging.

All youth younger than 13

must wear a life jacket when in

a boat that’s underway.

U.S. Coast Guard statistics

show that over half of all boat-

ing fatalities occur with small

boats on calm waterways, in

shallow water and sunny con-

ditions. Ninety percent of boat-

ing fatality victims this year

were not wearing a life jacket,

on par with Oregon’s average

of 85 to 90 percent over the last

30 years.

� Sit on the seat. The growth

of wake surfing is luring many

people to ride on the swim plat-

form, stern, sides and the bow

of unenclosed boats. The stern

can be a dangerous place for

exposure to carbon monoxide

and a prop-strike safety hazard.  

It is illegal to ride on the

bow, decks, gunwales or tran-

soms of a motor boat when the

boat is underway. Sitting on

designated seat cushions is the

safest place to be — especially

when the boat is towing some-

one.

� Slow down and keep a

sharp lookout. Know the boat-

ing regulations for your area of

operation. Always obey the

“slow no-wake” buoys or

signs; boaters are responsible

for their wake.

Remember to slow down

within 200 feet of a dock,

launch ramp, marina, moorage,

floating home or boathouse,

pier or swim float. Be courte-

ous with paddlers who are also

sharing the waterway.

Wakes can easily swamp

low-freeboard paddle craft. 

Don’t allow your wakes to

generate negative attention

from other boaters, property

owners and possibly result in a

citation.

� Carry your boater educa-

tion card. All boaters operating

boats over 10 hp need to have a

boater education card.Youth

ages 12-15 who operate a

powerboat 0-10 hp alone must

carry a boater education card.  

When operating a powerboat

greater than 10 hp, youth must

be supervised by a card-hold-

ing adult age 16 or older. When

operating a personal watercraft,

the supervising adult must be

18 or older.

Educated boaters are much

less likely to be involved in

boating accidents because they

know the “rules of the road.” 

� Carry your aquatic inva-

sive species prevention permit.

For registered motorized craft,

your boat registration and cur-

rent decals act as proof of pay-

ment into the program.

For non-motorized water-

craft 10 feet long and longer,

such as canoes, kayaks, sail-

boats, paddleboards and inflat-

able rafts, the operator needs to

physically carry a permit when

out on the water. The cost is $7

for non-motorized craft and

can be purchased through any

ODFW field office or licensing

agent. 

Permits are valid until

Dec.31 of the year issued.  

Tyvek tags (waterproof per-

mits) are sold through the

Marine Board’s online store-

front and various Marine Board

permit dealers. Tyvek tags are

$5 for the annual permit and

$10 for a two-year permit. 

This program is self-funded

and permit fees support aquatic

invasive species detection,

decontamination, signage and

education materials for boaters.  

Marine officers will be on

the water to assist boaters and

help keep the waterways safe.

The top violations so far this

summer involve collisions, not

having life jackets, failure to

carry a boater education card

and aquatic invasive species

permit.  

Other violations involve

reckless operation and drugs

and alcohol impairment.  

“Boating is the best escape,

and a long weekend before

heading back to school and

other responsibilities makes it

even better,” Massey says.

“Just remember to prepare, and

plan so you can have the best

time out on the water, playing.”

For more information about

equipment requirements, regu-

lations and ideas on where to

boat, visit www.boatoregon.

com.
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Volunteer•Get involved•Donate

Do your part and 

volunteer today

to help support

these local 

non-proft

organizations in 

our community!

Florence Food Share
Ask us about volunteer opportunities.

2190 Spruce Street • P.O.Box 2514

Florence, Oregon 97439

(541) 997-9110

info@fl orencefoodshare.org

Meals on Wheels and Cafe 60
 Meals on Wheels are available to people over the age of 60 who cannot get 

out much due to illness or advanced age and who are not eating properly, 

regardless of income. Cafe 60 is available for those who prefer to make new 

friends in a dining room setting.

1570 Kingwood

PO Box 2313, Florence

541-997-5673

laneseniormeals.org

Peace Harbor Volunteers
Join the Peace Harbor Hospital Volunteers, you will fi nd an area of interest in 

a caring organization.

400 9th Street, Florence

541-997-8412 ext. 209

Siuslaw Outreach Services 
SOS is looking for a few great volunteers!

We have morning opportunities available at the front desk! Spend a few 

hours each week greeting clients, answering the phone and helping our 

community. All training is provided. Call our Volunteer Coordinator- Lori @ 

541-997-2816

Us Too Florence
Saving men one PSA test at a time. “Someone to talk to...who understands!”

541-997-6626

maribob@oregonfast.net 

www.ustoofl orence.org

To include your 

organization in this 

directory, 

please call us 

@ 541-997-3441
148 Maple Street, Florence OR, 97439

Call 541-997-3441 to renew, or visit thesiuslawnews.com

Subscribe to the Siuslaw News,  
or renew your subscription by Oct 1,  

and be entered to win a  
City Lights Cinemas Movie Mogul Card—

FREE MOVIES FOR A YEAR!
One lucky winner will receive a year’s worth 
of free movies! A random drawing will be 
held on October 1, 2016.

The City Lights Movie Mogul card provides free admission for one year for all regularly scheduled films--some restrictions 
apply (will be marked “no passes” in our listings.). Card is not transferable and good for one admission at a time.

orth 
ee 

MMMMMM
Good for one regular  
admission per visit 

(Not Transferable. Performing Arts not included)Expires:  
                Authorized by:

MOVIE MOGUL

CITY LIGHTS CINEMAS OFFERS THE 

BEST HOLLYWOOD, INDEPENDENT, 

INTERNATIONAL and DOCUMENTARY 

FILMS ON THE CENTRAL COAST

WE ALSO PRESENT PERFORMING ARTS 

IN HD and UNIQUE LIVE EVENTS

citylightscinemas.com 
541-305-0014

Times & tickets: 

Movie line:

Siuslaw News

Licensed

Bonded

Insured

P.O. Box 31,000

(541) 997-6977 (541) 999-0896

P.O. Box 31,000 • Florence, OR 97439

ENJOY SUN, SAFE BOATING LABOR DAY WEEKEND

Join the Yachats Coastal

Gems for the Three Lakes

Year-round Event in Florence

on Sept. 6.

Walkers will meet at the

Commons in Yachats at 9 a.m.

if they want to carpool to

Florence, or meet at The

Sportsman, 249 Highway 101

in Florence, at 9:45 a.m. to

register.

This 10K route includes a

variety of environments and

walking surfaces. This walk is

basically flat ground with

some uneven surfaces and is

not appropriate for wheel-

chairs or strollers.

September is usually the

best weather of the year on the

Oregon Coast, but no guaran-

tees.  Come prepared for what-

ever the weatherman delivers.

As always, leashed pets are

welcome on walks, but be sure

to bring water and clean up

materials for pets. A sturdy 6-

foot leash (non-retractable) is

required.

On Wednesday, Sept. 7, The

Gems will hold its monthly

meeting and potluck dinner at

the picnic shelter behind the

Commons in Yachats.

For more information, visit

www.yachatscoastalgems.org.

Next Gemwalker jaunt

set for Sept. 6 in Florence


