
It’s easy to see the exposed

gravel bars and shoals that

formed on area waterways as

the water levels drop and the

temperature steadily creeps up.  

Many reservoirs, too, are

showing previously submerged

stumps. Low water levels can

create specific challenges that

boaters need to be aware of.  

The dynamic landscape,

especially in rivers, changes

from week to week. It’s impor-

tant for boaters to be aware that

what wasn’t visible or danger-

ous a week ago could be now,

and to know how to alter their

boat operation for a safe and

enjoyable time on the water.  

The Oregon State Marine

Board (OSMB) offers the fol-

lowing tips on how to have fun

and stay safe: 

� Boat with a buddy.

Especially in paddlecraft.

Have at least two boats and a

plan if the party is separated.

Always let a friend or family

member know where you’re

going, when you expect to

return, what clothing you’re

wearing, and who’s with you. 

� Stand Up Paddleboards are

considered boats in Oregon,

and require having a properly

fitting life jacket and a sound-

producing device like a whistle,

on board.  Better yet, wear the

jacket and attach the whistle. If

you use a leash, ensure it’s the

appropriate leash for the water-

way you’re paddling. 

� Keep a proper lookout and

look what's ahead, not what’s

just in front of you.

� Scouting ahead is worth

your time. Determine the safest

course around boulders, gravel

bars, or fallen trees/root wads.  

� Read the water. Where is

there whitewater? Where does

the water eddy? How is the

water riffling? 

These water characteristics

indicate what’s below the sur-

face, a sense of depth and gives

key information on how to

safely navigate. 

� Go with your “gut feeling.”

If something doesn’t feel right,

listen to your gut. When in

doubt, portage (drag or carry)

the boat over and around an

obstruction.

Skill level and confidence

can mean the difference

between an easy run and a

potentially dangerous one. 

� Stay well clear of log jams

and strainers (root wads, trees,

branches, logs). They allow

water through them, but can

catch and entrap paddlers

underwater or entangle lines on

boats. 

� Know your limits — Not

when you’re at your best, but at

that specific moment. Stick to

rivers with Class I or II rapids

unless you have the skill and

conditioning for advanced

water levels. 

� Use the right gear for the

type of boating. When running

Class III or higher rapids, a hel-

met, properly fitting life jacket,

a throw bag and secured gear

are incredibly important. 

� On reservoirs and lakes,

sharp drop-offs are a given.

Tree stumps, boulders and fall-

en trees may not be visible.  

Take special care when oper-

ating near the banks, where

many of these obstructions lie

just below the surface.  Always

wear a life jacket when on the

banks. Banks are often unsta-

ble.  

� On coastal bays, pay atten-

tion to the weather and the tide.

A receding tide could leave a

boater “stuck” at the wrong

place at the wrong time.

� Check the Marine Board’s

website for reported navigation

obstructions and report serious

or unexpected ones.

The Marine Board will coor-

dinate an evaluation of the

obstruction with local law

enforcement.

A weekly roundup of shopping, 

savings and doings around town.

GIZMO SAYS:

COME SEE OUR 

BARK..... 

NO BITE!!!

4525 Hwy. 101

 Florence 
DEQ#37943 • CCB#192681

541-997-6300

BARK SALES
Beauty Bark (dyed red or black)

Fine or Medium Fir

Nuggets • Bark Rock • Hemlock

THE OLD SCHOOL FURNITURE STORE
NEW FURNTIURE AT OLD SCHOOL PRICES

Monday - Saturday 10-5 • HWY 101 & 6th Street

997-9424 FREE IN TOWN DELIVERY

Ashley Furniture
Quality, Style, Selection

#1 Brand of home

furniture in the USA

Come choose your

Sofa • Recliner • Loveseat

Sectional

Special order the fabric

you select from our

many swatches.

6th Street & HWY 101  541-997-9424 

 

Dining Room Sets 

Couches & Sectionals 

Special Orders 

Accepted 

Bedroom Sets & 

Mattresses Recliners 

Our Showrooms are 

full! 

 New furniture weekly! 

Free Delivery! 

Monday-Friday 10-5 

Saturday 11-3 

Sunday - Closed 

FLORENCE SAW SHOP FLORENCE SAW SHOP 

& RENTAL CENTER& RENTAL CENTER

OPEN MONDAY—FRIDAY 8AM TO 5 PM

1550 HWY 101 & 9TH STREET 541-997-2653

FLORENCE SAW SHOP HAS RENTAL EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR JOBS..

BOBCAT / BACKHOE / SKID STEER / COMPACTOR / DINGO / EXCAVATOR /

JACK HAMMER / TRENCHER / TRACTOR / SCISSOR LIFT / CHIPPER

TILE CUTTER / CHOP SAW / ASPHALT CUTTER / ELECTRIC MIXER / BLOWER

TROWELING MACHINE / AERATORS/ CHAIN SAW / WEED EATER

LAWNMOWER / PRESSURE WASHER / STUMP GRINDER / FLOOR SANDER

100 Hwy 101, Florence OR 97439
 www.cbcoast.com

Wanda Johnson, Broker

Cell: 541-999-1670

wanda@cbcoast.com

Mike Johnson, 
Broker & Gen Contractor-

Cell: 541-999-0836

mike@cbcoast.com

COAST REAL ESTATE

 “We FOCUS on meeting your Real Estate needs”.

Want to Sell? Call Mike and Wanda TODAY!  

Want to Buy? Call Mike and Wanda!

Member of Coldwell Banker 
International President’s Circle

Remember When....✔

✔ You were treated with respect?

✔ You received personal treatment?

✔ Salespeople were interested in helping you?

✔ Your project was given the attention it deserves, whether it was a

quart of paint to match your dog’s fur or a brand new kitchen?

✔ People were nice and maybe even fun?

✔ Salespeople were knowledgeable?

✔ They took the time to explain things to you?

Orygon Home Center
Ken, Dorrit, Dan and James

will remind you what it was like!
You don’t have to sacrifi ce good service (or good manners) for good prices

1130 Quince Street • Florence, Oregon 97439 • 541-997-1745
Open 8:00 - 4:00 weekdays,  weekends or at er hours by appointment.

CCB# 38032

87977 Kelsie Way – Desirable Heceta South

location, almost 1 acre lot with septic and water

already installed. Partially cleared and ready

for home plans. Only a few lots left in Heceta

South. $85,000. #2533-15067114 

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Let me Showcase your property.

Richard Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-6677
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Marine Board warns low water means high vigilance for boaters

DEADLINE FOR PRESS RELEASES IS EVERY MONDAY AND THURSDAY BY NOON. EMAIL

PRESSRELEASES@THESIUSLAWNEWS.COM.

Registration has begun for

the 2016 youth basketball clin-

ic and camp being offered by

Newport’s Parks and

Recreation Department.  

Basketball programs will

run through the month of

August at the Newport

Recreation Center.

The Summer Basketball

Camp will be run by Coach

Doug Sain and his Newport

High School staff and players.

The aim of the camp is to

teach players the fundamentals

skills of shooting, ball han-

dling, defense and coordina-

tion through drills and game

situations. 

The camp will be held Aug.

22-26 at the Newport

Recreation Center. Youth ages

5 through 9 will be from 9 a.m.

to 11:30 a.m.; ages 10 through

14 will be from 2 to 3:30 p,m.

The camp fee is $50 per child

and includes a T-shirt. 

Registration deadline is

Aug. 20.

For more information, call

541-265-7783 or visit www.

newportoregon.gov.

Newport to host youth

basketball clinic


