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AND we’re also giving away 12 weekly 

prizes of $2,500! Contest ends June 17, 2016.

Enter for a chance to win at
LoveYourHomeSweeps.com

No purchase necessary. Enter once per day. See contest rules for details.

Win $50,000 for a Home Update!
from  Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

In partnership with:

NEW LISTING

2 Houses on 1 lot!
3 Bdrm, 3 Ba, 1823 sq ft AND
2 Bdrm, 2 Ba, 984 sq ft
$359,000  BH7213  ML#16568583

NEW LISTING

Country living in the city. Large 
backyard & additional parking. 
Updated in 2014, new paint, carpet, 
window coverings
3 Bdrm, 1 Ba  960 sq ft
$149,900  BH7244  ML#16246440

PRICE REDUCTION

Looking for that “just right” 
home…beautiful inside & out. 
Newly painted, new fl ooring, roof, 
plumbing, kitchen skylights & 
fi xtures.
5 bdrm, 2 ¾ Ba  1756 sq ft
$209,000  BH7197  ML#16567076

NEW LISTING

Country living, city close – 4 miles 
South of bridge. Community dock 
to enjoy Woahink Lake. All new 
appliances
3 Bdrm, 1 Ba, 1144 sq ft
$184,500  BH7224  ML#16596194

NEW LISTING

Beautiful well cared for home in 
Mariners Village. Open design, high 
ceilings, fi replace, deck.
3 Bdrm, 2 Ba,  1674 sq ft
$259,900  BH7247  ML#16528428

NEW LISTING

Custom Woahink lakefront w/private 
dock. Spacious master suite on 
main level
3 Bdrm, 2 ½ Ba  3420 sq ft
$675,000  BH7243  ML#16251938

PRICE REDUCTION

Newer custom home on private .47 
acre lot in upscale Heceta South. 
Trex deck with large front & back 
porch. Bonus room
2 bdrm+ den, 2 bath  2005 sq ft
$369,000  BH7232  ML#16297575

NEW LISTING

Duplex, great location close to 
amenities. Open fl oor plan. 
Double garage.
2 bdrm, 2 ½ bath 1236 sq ft each 
unit
$305,000  BH7245  ML#16511399

NEW LISTING

Unblockable Ocean views. ¾ 
covered sunroom, bonus room 
w/bath off of garage. Upgraded 
kitchen.
2 Bdrm, 2 Ba,  1160 sq ft
$395,900  BH7249  ML#16166200

SAVE 30% 
On 5+ Night Stays at the 

Deluxe Aulani Resort!!
For new bookings only. Book now - 6/27/2016 for Travel 8/21 - 12/19/2016.  

Offer not valid for travel between 11/21/2016 - 11/24/2016. Subject to avail-

ability.  Other restrictions apply...call for details.H
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I have a basic rule of

thumb when it comes to car-

nival rides: If the person run-

ning a ride, such as the

Squirrel Cages, keeps a gar-

den hose available for spray-

ing out the seats, I stay away. 

That’s because this per-

son’s sole ambition is to make

me — and others like me —

vomit. I realize this person

may be a trained professional

who, on a daily basis, makes

countless split-second deci-

sions on whether to push the

red or green button to stop the

ride.

And, yes, I realize this

individual has nothing but the

safety of his passengers in

mind when he secures a safe-

ty latch by removing his boot

and whacking it until his arm

gets tired, at which point,

being a trained professional,

he bolsters the confidence of

his nervous riders by hacking

up a cheekful of phlegm and

shrugging his shoulders

before walking off.

Yet somehow, in spite of

these assurances, I’m still ter-

rified of carnival rides. I think

it’s because, when I was 10,

my “friends” talked me into

riding “The Drop Out,” which

wasn’t actually a ride as

much as it was a barf-a-tori-

um with an observation deck. 

Basically, 30 people

entered a circular room and

found a spot along the wall.

Gradually, the walls would

begin to rotate faster and

faster, creating enough cen-

trifugal force to suck the cot-

ton candy from the mouth of

anyone standing within 100

feet. 

Once the ride reached opti-

mum centrifuge, occupants

would be stuck to the wall as

the floor dropped out, leaving

them suspended 20 feet above

a pit of (presumably fake)

spikes.

All of this was visible

through a series of windows

surrounding the ride so that,

while waiting in line, people

such as myself could prepare

for the experience by, very

slowly, having a bowel move-

ment. 

I still don’t know how I got

talked into this ride. All I

know is I ended up next to

someone whose stomach con-

tents went on display the

instant the floor dropped out. 

Due to the force of gravity,

I couldn’t move my head

without blacking out, which

meant watching the sum total

of this person’s food con-

sumption (which was consid-

erable) reconfigure itself on

the wall next to me.

This was, without question,

the longest ride of my life. To

this day, I can still see the

apologetic look on that per-

son’s face as the ride came to

an end and the three of us —

him, his vomit and I — grad-

ually slid down the wall

together.

Since that fateful encounter

I’ve had no interest in being

strapped down, cinched up or

buckled into something

specifically designed to do

things I wouldn’t normally do

without a flight suit and full

medical coverage. 

My daughter gets frustrated

by this because she’s one of

those people who is exhilarat-

ed by having her stomach in

her mouth. The one time she

talked me into riding with her

was on the Squirrel Cages. 

Everything was fine until

that part in the ride where —

and you know the part I mean

— it starts to actually move.

Admittedly, I’m not a pro-

fessional carnival ride opera-

tor. But I think I could recog-

nize the subtle signs exhibited

of a rider who is in distress. 

For example: Someone

who is pressed so hard

against the cage that his lips

are actually outside the door

while screaming “LET-ME-

OFF-LET-ME-OFF-LET-ME-

OFF!” would be a red flag to

me.

Particularly if the rider in

question began doing this

after traveling less than two

feet. 

Yet some how these signs

were somehow missed by our

ride operator. I’m not saying

he purposely ignored my

pleas.

Who knows? He may have

been busy looking for a gar-

den hose?

What I do know is that as a

father trying to maintain a

firm grip on three teenagers,

it’s hard enough without hav-

ing the term “squirrel cages”

thrown up in my face. 

Figuretively speaking, of

course. 

I realize at some point I

will need to regain my

parental dignity and face that

ride again, without the

screaming, to relcaim my

“Dad-ness” in the eyes of my

teenagers.

Then again, I could always

even the score and utter those

two words guarenteed to

induce their own horrified

screaming:

“No Wi-Fi.”
Ned is a syndicated columnist

with News Media Corporation.

His book, “Humor at the Speed of

Life,” is available online at Port

Hole Publications, Amazon Books

and Barnes & Noble. 

Ned

Hickson

Impress your kids by freaking out on a carnival ride

The 109th Rhododendron

Festival is a fun-filled weekend

for local Florence residents and

travelers alike. People come

from all over the Northwest to

enjoy the festivities and see

some of the most spectacular

displays of rhododendrons that

thrives along the Oregon coast.

“Three Rivers is proud to be

a part of the 109th

Rhododendron Festival,” said

Three Rivers COO Mike Rose.

“We always look forward to

this exciting weekend here in

Florence, and helping great

charities while having fun

makes it even more worth-

while.”

In addition to the family-ori-

ented parade, carnival, street

vendor fair and 5K run, the

fourth annual “Let It Ride”

motorcycle show is another

highlight of the weekend. This

event is hosted by Three Rivers

Casino Resort on Saturday,

May 21, and showcases the lat-

est in custom motorcycles.

An award ceremony will

featuring 50/50 raffles and

awards for best stock, best cus-

tom, best-in-show, and best

street custom motorcycles. 

Competitors can register for

this contest on Friday, May 20,

from 7 to 9 p.m., or Saturday,

May 21, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.,

in the casino’s event center.

Proceeds from the motorcy-

cle show will benefit St. Jude

Children’s Research Hospital. 

Donations give St. Jude the

ability to help children suffer-

ing from cancer or other cata-

strophic illnesses across the

globe, regardless of their abili-

ty to pay for treatment.

Three Rivers Casino Resort

will be the start and finishing

line for the Rebel Rally poker

run. The event includes a bike

trip and poker competition. The

bike trip is a fun-filled tour

around Florence.

Riders will make stops at the

area’s top destinations, includ-

ing Beachcomber Tavern,

Jerry’s Place and Pop’s

Smokehouse. The rider with

the high hand in poker will

receive $1,000 in cash and the

low hand receives $500. 

Proceeds from the poker run

will benefit U.S. military veter-

ans and their families. 

Three Rivers will also fea-

ture live entertainment from

“The Sounds of The Supremes

and The Drifters” on Friday,

May 20, and Saturday, May 21. 

For a full list of weekend

entertainment, visit www.

ThreeRiversCasino.com. 

Three Rivers hosts motorcycle show, poker run

D E N T U R E  S E R V I C E S  I N C .
Here to serve

your denture needs:

Dentures

Immediate Dentures

Implant Dentures

Relines and Repairs

Monday-Thursday

10am - 2 pm
Or by special appointment

524 Laurel St.

541-997-6054

William Foster LD

Sherry, Offi ce Manager

Relines and Repairs

Same Day

Financing: Citi Health Card

12 Month no Interest

FREE CONSULTATIONS


