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FLORENCE, OREGON

A car accident Saturday

evening at 1541 Highway

101 left residents and busi-

nesses without power for

most of the night. 

Siuslaw Valley Fire and

Rescue crews were some of

the first responders on the

scene after a Ford

Expedition crashed into a

power pole at 5:20 p.m.

“It was an explosive hit,”

said Fire Marshal Sean

Barrett.

According to Barrett’s

report, the driver was an

adult male who allegedly fell

asleep while driving, crossed

lanes of traffic and crashed

into the pole.

By the time the fire

department arrived, the man

and two young passengers

were out of the vehicle and

standing across the street.

Western Lane Ambulance

District took the man, infant

and toddler to PeaceHealth

Peace Harbor Medical

Center to treat their injuries.

All three were treated and

released that day.

The vehicle broke the pole

in two places. The pole

snapped off near the ground,

and part of the broken sec-

tion smashed through the

wall at Mary Ann’s Natural

Pet.

“There was a lot of ten-

sion in the wires overhead,”

Barrett said.

No lines were on the

ground or touching the vehi-

cle.

Firefighters remained on

scene to direct traffic until

Central Lincoln PUD arrived

to shut down power to the

lines.

“We do not go near power

lines in these situations,”

Barrett said. “All power lines

are live until the PUD tells

us otherwise.”

Crash snaps pole, causes power outage

BY CHANTELLE MEYER

Siuslaw News

Mary Ann’s

Natural Pet at

1541 Highway

101 suffered

damage

Saturday

when a car

crashed into

a power

pole, which

then struck

the building.

Central

Lincoln had

to cut power

to install a

new pole.

Power was

restored

early Sunday.

COURTESY OF CONNIE SPINNER

Pet store damaged in Saturday night accident on Highway 101
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New to Florence?

GET LOCAL
with the Siuslaw News

www.thesiuslawnews.com

Subscribe and get to know Florence with local news and information you’ll only fi nd in the Siuslaw News.

Print + E-Edition only $71/year (104 issues) 
Includes Weekly Top Headline Updates and Breaking News Alerts 
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Virtuoso guitarist Jesse Cook
comes to Florence
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G
et ready to “Catch the

Wave!” at this year’s 2016

Rhododendron Festival

Grand Floral Parade on Sunday,

May 21. Look for businesses with

decorated windows along the

parade route and throughout

Florence.

Grand Marshal Wilbur Ternyik

will lead the parade at noon as it

runs from 27th Street onto and

down Highway 101 to Kingwood

Street at the local Dairy Queen,

down to Bay Street and through his-

toric Old Town Florence to end on

Quince Street. 

More than 400 marchers and

dozens of floats plan to participate.

There will also be equestrian teams,

classic cars, bands and a special

float for the 2016 Rhododendron

Court.

Be prepared for a grand time as

you join the crowds watching the

parade for the 109th year of

Florence’s Rhododendron Days. 

There is plenty of prime space

along the way to place your chairs

and cheer for your favorite float.

For participants, staging is at 10

a.m. at 27th and Oak streets (see

info packets for specific locations). 

For more information, call 541-

997-3128, go to the Visitor’s Center

at 390 Highway 101 or visit

www.florencechamber.com.

Sunday’s Grand Floral Parade begins at 27th Street and ends in Old Town

Grand

Floral

Parade

fun for

youth

All entries are welcome for

the annual Junior Parade on

Saturday, May 21. Staging will

be at Miller Park at 11 a.m. No

pre-registration is necessary.

The parade begins at noon

and runs up Oak Street from

19th to 30th streets.

Immediately after the parade,

the Florence Kiwanis Club

hosts the annual Kids Games at

the Siuslaw High School ball

field at Oak and 27th streets. 

There will be games and

activities with prizes and snacks

for all young participants, 10

years old and younger.

RHODODENDRON FESTIVAL

JUNIOR PARADE & KIDS GAMES

Parade prepares to cast off


