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It’s been more than 250
years since John Joseph
Merlin invented the roller
skate. Considering that there
were no cement sidewalks,
asphalt streets or concrete
half-pipes in 1760, then one
can only assume Mr. Merlin’s
intention was to commit sui-
cide.

Hmmm, running myself into
a wall at full speed probably
won’t do me in. But maybe if I
was rolling down a hill..?!?

I thought about this during a
trip to Eugene last summer,
when many University of
Oregon students were roller-
skating through downtown. 

They do this as a way to
leave a smaller carbon foot-
print, which is ironic consider-
ing I go through twice as much

carbon in my brake pads by
trying to avoid hitting them in
traffic. Don’t get me wrong.
I’m not a roller-skate prude
shaking his fist at a generation
of whippersnappers with their
fancy moves and ibuprofen-
free flexibility. In fact, it was-
n’t long ago (Okay, 14 years) I
was lacing up my own skates
in a show of dexterity rivaling
any speed-skating Olympian
suffering a leg cramp at 40
mph.

In this instance, a friend had
asked for my help with a skate
party for his daughter — a
sweet, thoughtful 7-year-old
whose vocabulary didn’t yet
include terms like “compound
fracture” or “hip replace-
ment.”

After getting skates for our-
selves and her friends, we dis-
covered that the rink also had
skates small enough to fit my
then 2-year-old son, trans-
forming him into what was
essentially a human bowling

ball. With a little practice, he
became an effective tool for
humbling even the most
accomplished skater.

However, as we feared, my
friend and I were eventually
asked to stop rolling my son
like a smart missile and actu-
ally go out onto the skating
area — something that, at
first, resembled a pair of
blindfolded chimps searching
for bananas along the walls of
the rink. 

To our surprise, we quickly
discovered that roller skating
is just like riding a bike: Once
you’ve learned how, the more
likely it is you'll get cocky and
run into a post. Which isn’t to
say we weren’t able to regain
at least some of our former
skating prowess. At one point,
I began free skating in an
impressive display of grace
and speed that left my friend
in awe.

Unfortunately, it also left a
group of small children too

frightened to return to the rink,
and scarred by the image of a
faceless man grabbing at them
in order to maintain his bal-
ance.

Naturally, it was about this
time I realized my son needed
a diaper change.

If you’ve never performed a
diaper change in roller skates,
you’re missing out on one of
life’s great experiences, just
like riding your bike into a
parked car or almost making
your victory leap over a tennis
net.

That’s because aside from
the normal challenges that

accompany changing a
squirmy child, there is the fact
that, at any second, you could
find yourself under the chang-
ing table doing the splits —
something that, as far as I
know, has only been attempted
by Jackie Chan.

The fact that I’m here to tell
you the story proves I was suc-
cessful; the fact that I went
from singing baritone to
soprano should tell you to
which degree of success. I also
can’t watch any kind of
Olympic skating event with-
out a bag of cold peas on my
lap.

Does that mean I regret
some of the riskier things I’ve
done? Or continue to do as a
volunteer firefighter?

Of course not.
Sometimes, to get the most

out of life? You really have to
stretch yourself...
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There’s no upside to performing a diaper change in roller skates
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Winter Music Festival

Siuslaw Awards

SHS & MHS Basketball

View at 
www.thesiuslawnews.com

Photos available for purchase*
5x7 – $500 • 8x11 – $700

Now ShowingComing Soon

Veterans Day Parade

Empty Bowls

Christmas Baskets

Purchase at 148 Maple St. 541-997-3441

*Photos online are reduced quality –

Actual photos purchased are 

high resolution, high quality.

New Life donates to SOS

New Life Lutheran Church treasurer Dick Slaugh (left)
and Pastor Lori Blake (center) present Siuslaw
Outreach Services volunteer coordinator Lori Oltman
with a check for $705. This represented several differ-
ent kinds of donation efforts within the congregation.
SOS executive director David Wiegan said, “We are so
appreciative of these funds, but also for the ongoing
support that we have received. This past month has
been very challenging for SOS. Our average number
of walk-ins is 29 per day, and we have been seeing up
to 63 persons per day for several weeks now.”
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20th    Annual Florence

Sponsors:

H O U R S :

Fri. 2 pm - 6 pm   

Sat. 10 am - 6 pm  

Sun. 11 am - 3 pm  

A D M I S S I O N :

$2 Adults
$1 Children (12 & Under)

L O C AT I O N :

Florence Events Ctr.

715 Quince Street  

Florence, OR

M O R E  I N F O :

Coast Radio 

(541) 997-9136 ph  

(541) 997-9165 fax

Sponsors:

Mar. 4-6th
Friday, Sat. & Sun          .

Coming soon

  KCST and KCFM &
The Siuslaw News

Presented by

FREE!
  Between 4 and 6pm! 

Saturday is

Interior
Furnishings

Spas &
Saunas

Home
Improvement

Drawings and Prizes all weekend!

Vendors &Exhibits

Landscaping design!
Flowers, herbs, beautiful  

pottery and gifts!   

C
Y

A
N

  
 M

A
G

E
N

T
A

  
 Y

E
L

L
O

W
  

 B
L

A
C

K


