
PORTLAND — Portland

State University’s Population

Research Center (PRC)

released the preliminary 2015

population estimates for

Oregon and its cities and coun-

ties on Nov. 16.

According to the preliminary

July 1 population estimates,

Oregon’s population increased

from 3,962,710 in 2014 to

4,013,845 in 2015, or by

51,135. This increase repre-

sents a 1.3 percent change,

slightly higher than in the pre-

vious year (1.1 percent).

The increase in 2015 is

around 7,500 higher than added

in 2014, but still not quite

reaching peak pre-recession

growth of 58,000 in 2006.

Population growth consists

of two factors: natural increase

(the number of births minus the

number of deaths) and net

migration (movers-in minus

movers-out).

From 2014 to 2015 net

migration accounted for rough-

ly 80 percent of Oregon’s pop-

ulation growth. During the past

several years, natural increase

has been contributing a shrink-

ing share of population

increase.

Because of a declining fertil-

ity rate, the number of annual

births has increased only

slightly in recent years; and the

number of annual deaths has

risen at a faster pace due to the

wave of aging baby boomers.

The counties that experi-

enced the largest gains in popu-

lation from 2014 to 2015 have

the largest populations. As in

the previous many years,

Multnomah and Washington

counties added the highest

number of persons —each

adding around 11,700 and

10,000 residents, respectively. 

Clackamas, Deschutes,

Marion, and Lane counties

each added over 3,000 to their

populations; Jackson County

added over 2,000; and Yamhill,

Linn and Benton each added at

least 1,000 to their counts. The

population increases in these

ten counties contributed to 88

percent of the statewide popu-

lation growth this year.

Almost half of Oregon’s

thirty-six counties experienced

increases ranging over 100 to

under 835 persons. Nine coun-

ties saw little population

change in the past year (less

than a 100 person change).

Generally, net in-migration

has either boosted population

growth around the state or has

prevented population losses. 

In counties where a natural

decrease is occurring (over a

third of the counties experience

a natural decrease, meaning

there are more deaths than

births), net in-migration has

offset overall population

decreases.

Net in-migration this past

year is estimated to have accel-

erated in most counties

statewide from last year.

In terms of growth rates, or

percent change, nine counties

saw increases at least at the

same as the State or higher.

Deschutes County experienced

the largest percentage gain (2.6

percent) followed by Hood

River, Washington, and

Multnomah counties (2.2 per-

cent, 1.8 percent, and 1.5 per-

cent, respectively). 

Thirty-four of Oregon’s 242

cities experienced population

growth in the past year at rates

higher than the State.

For smaller cities, sharp

spikes in the growth rate could

mean the increase of just a few

persons, however.

Oregon’s incorporated cities

have gained over 32,000 peo-

ple from 2014 to 2015, with a

combined 2015 total popula-

tion of 2,776,860. Incorporated

cities collectively capture

about 70 percent of the state’s

population, about the same as

in the last few years. 

Preliminary estimates also

show that cities accounted

almost two-thirds of Oregon’s

population increase, roughly

the same as in 2014.

The preliminary estimates at

least show small population

increases in about half of

Oregon’s 242 incorporated

cities from July 1, 2014 to June

30, 2015, with 35 cities adding

more than 100 persons. 

Portland shows the greatest

increase with almost 12,000

additional persons than in

2014.

The cities of Eugene,

Hillsboro, Salem, Grants Pass,

and Bend each added over

1,000 persons in the past year. 

The population increase of

over 1,400 in Grants Pass was

largely attributed to large

annexation of over 1,300 per-

sons during the year. Twenty-

eight other cities and towns are

estimated to have a population

change of between 100 and 900

during the period, led by

Wilsonville.

Sharp population increases

in some of the smaller cities are

usually due to the construction

of apartments, or the arrival of

workers and contractors for

industrial projects such as ener-

gy or power, or for agricultural

related jobs.

Eleven cities, scattered

throughout Oregon are estimat-

ed to have between 5 and 110

fewer persons in 2015 than in

2014. Most losses are attrib-

uted to a decrease in the group

quarters population (persons

living in group living situations

such as jails, college dormito-

ries, and nursing homes), the

removal of mobile homes, or

the demolition of housing

units. 

Fifty-eight cities reported to

PRC that they had no change in

population during the one year

period.

Note that the decrease in

Tualatin’s population is due to

a correction rather than an actu-

al population loss.

PRC produces annual popu-

lation estimates for Oregon,

and its counties and incorporat-

ed cities using the most recent

available data. These estimates

are based on changes in the

number of housing units, per-

sons residing in group quarter

facilities, births and deaths,

students enrolled in public

school, persons employed,

Medicare enrollees, State and

Federal tax exemptions,

Oregon driver license holders,

and other administrative data. 

Statewide housing and group

quarters’ population data are

collected from annual ques-

tionnaires sent directly to

Oregon’s cities and counties. 

If we do not receive updated

annual data from a city, its pop-

ulation estimate remains the

same as in the previous year. 

The annual population esti-

mates are used for revenue dis-

tribution to local governments

and in program administration.

The preliminary population

estimates are subject to revi-

sion during a month review

period.  The final July 1, 2015

population estimates will be

certified by December 15,

2015.

The annual population esti-

mates are revised quarterly to

account for annexations

throughout the year.
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Tuesday 11/17              Mark Malos                       Eugene                Three Rivers Casino Resort

                                      Roy Baughman                 Florence              Safeway

                                                                                                              

Wednesday 11/18        Lavada Elston                   Florence              Grocery Outlet

                                      Lavada Elston                   Florence              Grocery Outlet

                                                                                                              

Thursday 11/19            Richard Bucholtz             Eugene                A&W Family Restaurant

                                      Kenneth Wallstrom          Veneta                 Safeway

                                      

Friday 11/20                  Conrad Anderson             Florence              Safeway

                                      MaryLou Howland            Florence              Safeway

Saturday 11/21             Judy Ulrich                       Florence              Safeway

                                      Eli Korab                           Florence              Grocery Outlet

Sunday 11/22               Susan Baughman             Florence              Safeway

                                      Bobbi Brubaker                Florence              Safeway

Monday 11/23               Rita Youso                         Florence              Three Riers Casino Resort

                                      Craig Brandt                     Florence              Safeway

Siuslaw News

Photo Gallery

Great Pumpkin Giveaway

SHS Cross Country State Meet

Veterans Day Parade

View at 
www.thesiuslawnews.com

Photos available for purchase*
5x7 – $500 • 8x11 – $700

Now ShowingComing Soon

Boomer & Senior Expo

FAHS Wine & Chocolate Gala

Oktoberfest

Purchase at 148 Maple St. 541-997-3441

*Photos online are reduced quality –

Actual photos purchased are 

high resolution, high quality.

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Get Results...List With Amanda.

Amanda DeTar

Broker

541 999-4285

85304 Glenada Rd – Custom

home built in 2012 close to

town. 2 large bdrms fit king

bed. Guest bath has roll-in tiled

shower. Hardwood floors, gran-

ite counters, vaulted ceilings,

open floorplan. Utility room can

be 3rd bdrm. Greenhouse with

southern exposure. $222,000.

#2403-15000399

SPECIAL OFFER

10% OFF ALL WORK 
FOR NOVEMBER

www.HomeImprovementExperts.us
Licensed Bonded and Insured CCB#204226

HomeHome
ImprovementImprovement
ExpertsExperts
541-999-5588541-999-5588

Aff ordable

Excellence

Florence

Oregon

www.TheSiuslawNews.com

The Siuslaw Athletic

Booster Club (SABC) is a non-

profit organization structured

to support the athletic pro-

grams at Siuslaw middle and

high school.

To support this goal, the

booster club has donated the

following amounts to the fol-

lowing projects, for a grand

total of $57,923.45 in dona-

tions in the last two years.

� Ian Foster Fund — high

school $3,500 

� Ian Foster Fund — middle

school $2,000 

� New middle school track

and field uniforms $2,550 

� Athlete of the Year and

Hall of Fame $698 

� New volleyball system

$2,550 

� New seventh and eighth

grade football uniforms $2,000 

� New matrix bikes

$5,124.66 

� New wrestling mats $4,350 

� Repair track and field

$1,500 

� New cross country pop-up

tent $1,809.79 

� High school sports $5,500 

� New girls basketball uni-

forms $2,100 

� New volleyball uniforms

$885 

� Middle school sports

$3,500 

� High school baseball

equipment and tourney $994 

� New scoreboard at Hans

Peterson field $18,008 

� Middle School Shamrock

Run $500 

� Rooter Bus $354 

“We believe that a critical

factor in building a strong stu-

dent athlete includes direct

community involvement to

sponsor school athletic pro-

grams. We hope you believe, as

we do, and are willing to help,”

said SABC Treasurer Eric

Tanikawa.

The SABC is comprised of

parents, administrators and

community leaders who,

through financial support and

individual effort, are dedicated

to promoting athletics.

Donations from Boosters exceed $57,000

Study shows Oregon population reaches 4 million

YACHATS — The Yachats

Coastal Gems will be walking

Tuesday, Dec. 1, at the Depoe

Bay Three Loops by the Sea.

This 10K walk is rated a 2b

for some hills and uneven foot-

ing. A walking stick might be

useful on the forested trail por-

tion of the walk.

Those wishing to carpool to

Depoe Bay should meet at the

Commons in Yachats at 8:55

a.m., or meet at the Sea Hag in

Depoe Bay at 10:15 a.m. to

register for the walk.

As always, leashed pets are

welcome on walks, but be sure

to bring water and clean up

materials for your pet. Walks

require a sturdy 6-foot leash,

not the retractable type.

For more information or

directions, call visit www.

yachatscoastalgems.org.

Gem Walkers set December jaunt in Depot Bay


