
Kathryn Damon-

Dawson’s painting,

“Sea Change,” received

the Award of Distinction

at Watercolor Society of

Oregon, Fall 2015, con-

ference and exhibition.   

Ratindra Das, of

Chicago by way of

India, juried the show

and critiqued the award

winning paintings.  He

called “Sea Change” a

bold painting by a dar-

ing artist.

WSO members in

Hermiston, Ore., hosted

the conference. At the

Awards Banquet,

D a m o n - D a w s o n

received a Gold Award

for outstanding accom-

plishment in watercolor

painting in accordance

with the guidelines set

forth by WSO.    

During the WSO member-

ship business meeting, Damon-

Dawson was elected to a three-

year term of leadership: first

year as vice-president, second

as president and third as past-

president, fall 2015 through fall

2018.   

Watercolor Society of

Oregon is a 50-year-old non-

profit organization created for

the purpose of furthering inter-

est in watermedia and provid-

ing educational opportunities

for both members and others

interested in the creation and

appreciation of the visual arts.

WSO’s fall and spring con-

ferences and exhibitions are

held all over the State of

Oregon where members are

willing and able to be hosts. It

was hosted in Florence in the

Fall 2000, with Kari Mais as

chairwoman, and again in Fall

2008, with Damon-Dawson

and Jane Rincon as co-chairs.  

WSO conferences are sched-

uled for the next threes years

for Spring and Fall, 2016 -

2018, with the upcoming

spring conference in Silverton

at Oregon Gardens.

WSO is a member of

Western Federation of

Watercolor Societies.   WFWS

members will join WSO mem-

bers in Eugene, Ore., in Spring

2017.  The Schnitzer Museum

of Arts will host both juried

shows.   

Anyone interested in joining

WSO, either as an active mem-

ber as a watermedia painter, or

as a subscriber member, can

visit www.watercolorsociety

oforegon.com and click on

“Membership for information.”
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Confused About Health 

Insurance? We Can Help!
December 7, 9:30am - 5pm  

DHS Office at  

3180 US-Hwy 101

Get FREE one-on-one 

assistance with new, renewal, 

or urgent Oregon Health  

Plan applications.

For more information,  

call 541-543-5484

2515 Willow Ridge Ct – Gorgeous Willow Dunes

Custom Home! 2002 built, 3bdrm, 3 bath with of-

fice/den, formal dining, beautiful granite kitchen,

320 sqft sunroom, 3-car garage, RV parking with

hookups, manicured yards, and an extensive

amenities list! $414,900. #2458-15425020 

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Let me Showcase your property.

Desiree Johnson
Principal Broker

541 999-5223

WE’VE MOVED!
Stop in and see us at 

1751 12th Street, Florence

(Next to Papa Murphy’s)

SAME GREAT SERVICE, 
SAME GREAT STAFF
541-997-2726

Open Monday - Saturday, 9am-5pm

We have Aussie Puppies!
1751 12th Street, Florence

Steve and Cathy

Carter

Coast and Valley 
Cleaning

CnVCleaning@gmail.com

(541) 790-1454

We offer janitorial and cleaning services 

for commercial facilities and for homes. 

Hard wood fl oor, tile, carpet and upholstery 

cleaning, stain removal available.  Power 

washing of your patio and driveway is 

offered. We will take away your yard debris 

too.

Call or email us to meet and discuss your 

specifi c needs and provide you with a quote.

Siuslaw High School’s

Siuslaw Thespians will be per-

forming the play “The 39

Steps” on Thursday, Nov. 19,

through Saturday, Nov.  21, at

the Theater in the Commons at

Siuslaw Middle School.

The curtain rises at 7 p.m.

for each performance.

Tickets are $5 and can be

bought at the door.

“The 39 Steps,” written by

John Buchan, was a 1935

Alfred Hitchcock film noir sus-

pense thriller. It has been

adapted for the stage by Patrick

Barlow and won Tony Awards

in 2007.  

This play is not only a spoof

of Hitchcockian film noir with

nods towards “North By

Northwest” and “Rear

Window,” but it has also been

called an homage to Hitchcock. 

Originally written for four

actors to play more than 200

roles, this production high-

lights comedic timing and

“hammy” actors. 

“We have over a dozen stu-

dents playing the many roles,

most notably sophomore

Cameron Utz, who plays eight

roles, sophomores Malory

Varas, Taryn Larson and Emy

Bloomfield, freshmen Kyle

Hight and Sequoya Bernard

and junior Ayla Foreman, who

all have multiple roles,” said

theater instructor Eddie

Mielke.

Junior Mark Rogers and

sophomore Tristin Reber play

the leads “Richard Hannay”

and “Pamela Edwards.” 

Other cast members include

sophomore Anthony Perez,

freshman Chloe Rogers and

seniors Alex Bloomfield and

Catrina Dias.

“This has been a great expe-

rience for Siuslaw Thespians

and the after school Twilight

Program, because we are pro-

ducing this play with student

power,” Mielke said. “I chose

this play because I saw an

opportunity to include so many

more students, not only on

stage, but in every aspect of the

theater.”

Rogers and Larson provide

the backbone of this type of

production by playing stage

manager and props master,

respectively. 

Along with their team of

stagehands, they are responsi-

ble for the pace of the show. 

Katlin Meskimen is the

assistant director and lights

will be run by senior Andrew

Scott. 

Brilee Sewall will be run-

ning the complex sound sys-

tem.

Siuslaw Thespians play ‘39 Steps’ Nov. 19-21

The Siuslaw Thespians, drama students at Siuslaw High
School, are preparing to open curtains on “The 39
Steps,” a Hitchcock-styled spoof thriller.
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Florence artist receives WSO Award of Distinction

Florence artist and newly elected WSO vice president Kathryn Damon-Dawson with her
award-winning watercolor, “Sea Change”
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The 10th annual Florence

Community Creche (Nativity)

Festival will be held Dec. 4-6,

from 1 to 6 p.m. each day.

The festival will be at the

local Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-Day Saints church

building on the corner of

North Fork Siuslaw and

Munsel Lake roads.

The festival is open to peo-

ple of all faiths. Admission is

free. Special musical numbers

will be provided each day by

individuals and groups from

the central Oregon coast.

Anyone in the area who

would like to display a nativi-

ty scene is invited to partici-

pate in the festival. Displayers

from past years are welcome

to join in again.

All nativity sets, large or

small, are welcome. Security

is provided for the nativity

scenes once they are set up at

the church.

Contact Vickie Kennedy at

541-997-7404 or by e-mail at

vdkennedy54@gmail.com for

more information.

Nativity scenes to be in

display at annual festival
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