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Ned
Hickson

Over the weekend, I was
the victim of an unprovoked
and extremely frightening
turkey attack. In my defense,
there were five of them (tech-
nically known as a “gang” of
turkeys) involved in the
assault, which started because
of my proximity to a preening
female turkey, which had
apparently snubbed her suit-
ors in favor of me.

Possibly because she was
confused by my chicken legs.
Whatever the reason, the
male turkeys didn’t take well

to this and decided the best

Stocks.

way to handle the situation
was to join forces and, one
by one, take turns flapping
their giant wings at my [cen-
sored]. Before I knew it, I
was being circled by an agi-
tated turkey gang and wishing
my editor had assigned me to
something less dangerous,
like covering a Blind Axe
Throwers convention.

The reason I was in this sit-
uation was because I'm a
journalist committed to get-
ting the story. Even if it
means risking my own safety
by putting myself in harm’s
way on the front lines.

OK, so it was a turkey
farm.

And I was under the watch-
ful eye of a highly capable
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turkey wrangler named Dirk;
a man confident in his ability
to “throw down” against even
the largest bird, including,
once, a stray ostrich that had
gotten confused and wan-
dered over from a nearby
farm.

As Dirk explained, he
knew something was wrong
almost immediately when he
noticed, “One of the turkeys
looked way too big.”

That’s when he swung into
action and, drawing on years
of wrangling experience, dif-
fused the situation by calmly
approaching the bird, gaining
its trust... and then suddenly
throwing it into a headlock.

“When I woke up, the
ostrich was gone,” said Dirk.

Secure in the knowledge
that my back was covered by
Dirk the Turkey Wrangler, I
had entered the large pen of
turkeys in hopes of getting
firsthand experience, which I
could use to enhance my
story, or possibly my obitu-
ary, depending on how quick-
ly things deteriorated.

I should mention that I had
been made aware of the
potential dangers that arise
when turkeys adopt a mob
mentality, then signed a
waver releasing the farm of
any liability should I be:
Injured or otherwise decapi-
tated.

“Don’t you mean 'incapaci-
tated,” I asked.

“Yeah — that, too,” said
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Dirk.

Standing in the middle of
the pen a short time later, the
turkeys didn’t seem to be
paying much attention to me.

This prompted me to
engage them so I could get a
better feel for their personali-
ties. I crouched; bobbed my
head; gobbled a little.

“I wouldn’t do that if I
were you,” said Dirk.

At that very instant one
turkey extended its head
above the others.

Yirp. Yirp. Yirp.

As I discovered, this is
turkey talk for, “Just because
we are two completely differ-
ent species doesn’t mean we
can’t be lovers.”

I suddenly realized I had
the attention of every turkey
in the pen, particularly five
who had been strutting
around, chests puffed out, try-
ing to win the affections of

This is why [ always call for backup when talking turkey

“Lucy.”

“Uhhhm, too late,” Dirk
said helpfully. “Cover your
privates.”

“What..?”

Next thing I knew, I was
surrounded, dust and feathers
flying.

I obviously survived,
thanks in part to Dirk's quick
thinking, which was to yell
“Get out of there — but keep
your privates covered!” over
and over until I could get
back to the gate.

Admittedly, the experience
left me shaken but it won’t
keep me from having turkey
this Thanksgiving.

But I'll be wearing an ath-
letic cup...

Ned is a syndicated columnist
with News Media Corporation.
His book, “Humor at the Speed of
Life,” is available online at Port
Hole Publications, Amazon Books
and Barnes & Noble. Write to him
at nedhickson@icloud.com

U.S. Coast Guard gives
Spirit of Excellence Award

The U.S. Coast Guard
Station (USCG) Siuslaw River
awarded Boatswains Mate
Second Class (BM2) David
Contreras as the “Sailor of the
Quarter” for the 2015 third
quarter, July to September.

Contreras, 29, was selected
by his crew, superiors and sta-
tion command as Sailor of the
Quarter based upon his sus-
tained superior performance of
duty while being assigned to
Station Siuslaw River.

The Sailor of the Quarter
award is part of the USCG
Spirit of Excellence Program
at the station.

The honor was presented by
Senior Chief Tim Tregoning,
Officer in Charge, at a recog-
nition ceremony with an all-
hands muster.

Contreras is a native of El
Paso, Texas.

He enlisted in the U.S.
Coast Guard in 2008 and
served at Station Marblehead,
Ohio, before arriving in
Florence in 2012.

Contreras is a coxswain on
all station boat platforms, and
serves as the Rescue and
Survival  Systems  Petty
Officer at Station Siuslaw

BM2 David Contreras

River.

As a coxswain, Contreras is
responsible for several res-
cues on the Siuslaw River and
local Pacific Ocean.

His duties as the Rescue
and Survival Systems Petty
Officer include ensuring that
all members of the crew are
outfitted with proper survival
equipment.

“Petty Officer Contreras
displays outstanding profi-
ciency as a boat operator, and
impeccable attention to detail
in the Survival Shop. His
leadership within this crew is
invaluable and he is very
deserving of this honor,” said
BMC Ben Snider, Executive
Petty Officer.
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On Saturday, Nov. 14, from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m, the public is
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reception that will benefit
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nonprofit organizations Food
Share and Siuslaw Outreach
Services (SOS).

There will be a bin for food
donations, and one for dona-
tions of warm coats/blankets
to help those in need in the
community.

From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., vis-
itors are invited to a soup-
kitchen style lunch with live
music hosted by the Friends of
FEC Gallery Committee.

For $1, patrons will be
served soup and bread, coffee
and water. There will also be
an art raffle to benefit Food
Share and SOS, with local
artists donating art works and
jewelry for the raffle.

All proceeds will be donat-
ed to Food Share and SOS.
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