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Opinion

EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE

ut an ordinary piece of wood
Pin the hands of Dan “Heffy”

Heffron and something
extraordinary happens. A leafy sea
dragon springs to life. A rare ribbon
seal leaps for joy. A mighty golden
eagle soars in full-winged flight.

A master wood carver who creates
large-scale wildlife pieces, Heffy
showcases his three-dimensional art-
work at Lakeshore Myrtlewood on
Highway 101 across from Woahink
Lake.

“I always knew I wanted to be a
carver,” he said. “I combined a love
for art, nature and woodcrafting at an
early age and have been doing it ever
since.”

Introduced to woodworking by his
grandfather, the Michigan native
asked for a jack knife and wood
burning kit on his 7th birthday and
later became inspired by his high
school shop teacher to transform
wood into art.

Thus began a lifelong passion for
wood carving that would eventually
lead him to the Pacific Northwest in
search of ideal materials for his cre-
ations. But first came the usual life
detours, including a tour of duty in
the Navy followed by a caravan of
jobs. By age 23, Heffy knew he had
to purse his bliss.

“As soon as I touched that burning
rod to the wood, I was 7 again and
never looked back,” he said. “I
reversed everything that was a hobby
into a full-time pursuit and made
earning a living a part-time hobby.”
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Nearly 37 years and countless
carvings later, the former hobbyist
has evolved into a consummate pro-
fessional. Heffy left Michigan last
January when the thermometer hit 26
degrees below zero and found a
wood carver’s paradise in Florence.

For him, it’s all about the burl, a
wart-like outgrowth commonly
found on trees near the ocean. Where
others see a deformity, Heffy envi-
sions beauty, transforming burls into
exquisite works of art depicting
marine and other wildlife.

“This area has the most stunning
burl in the world,” he said, explain-
ing how the ocean washes up wood
from the Pacific Rim. Winters pro-
duce the best pieces and manzanita
remains his favorite.

“It’s an astonishing wood with
burls as crazy as [ am,” he said.

Heffy carves most of his creations
from a single block of wood, using
add-ons only for color, contrast and
strength but “no paint, no stain and
no glass eyes.” Before any carving
begins, he must hunt for the perfect
block of wood and then wait for it to
dry.

“A piece of wood has to speak to
me and to the photo of the animal,”
he said. “They have to be compati-
ble. Then comes the imagineering.”

The carver’s next challenge is to
make the wood come alive with the
features and spirit of the animal.

“I can see photos of animals in 3D
and then translate their essence into
the wood,” Heffy said. “The more
obscure the animal the more I love to
carve it.”

A three-horn chameleon and a
crown-of-thorns starfish are two
examples.

Dan ‘Hetty’ Hetftron
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Dan “Heffy” Heffron holds up a large-scale sea turtle that he
carved out of maple and cherry wood.

Heffy spends endless hours using
various chisels, gouges and 300 of
his own hand-crafted wood burning
tips designed to create the detailed
fur, fins and scales of his remarkably

lifelike carvings.

“It took a lifetime of making my
own tools and knowing how to use
them to create such fine details,” he
said. “And I’m still learning.”

Wood carving represents a meticu-
lous art form that can take months to
complete using skills that require
decades to cultivate and boatloads of
patience.

“I never know when a piece is
actually finished,” Heffy said. “I just
know when it’s time to quit.
Perfection is never reached in any art
form. Imperfection leaves room for
perfection.”

Heffy planned his greatest opus
two decades ago — a full-size black
walnut golden eagle in flight —
waiting until he had the capability to
execute it in 11 months and 17 days.
Other masterpieces include a
Guadalupe fur seal, with 2 million
hairs slowly burned in by hand over
the course of a year. A full-scale
sabre-tooth tiger is the next fight-or-
flight wildlife project.

“Carving calls for the four Ts:
time, technique, talent and tenacity,”
he said. “You’ve got to apply them
every second.”

Heffy’s ebullient passion for
wood, his enthrallment with nature,
his reverence for labor, his joy in
painstaking detail and arduous tech-
niques are all reflected in his pieces
that capture the beauty and glory of
bygone-era craftsmanship.

“I work seven blissful days a
week for about 12 hours a day,”
Heffy said. “It’s so much fun that I
can’t consider it a job.”

Catherine J. Rourke is an award-
winning writer, journalist and book
editor who teaches creative writing
at the Florence Regional Arts
Alliance. She may be contacted at
CJReditor @gmail.com.

GOP debate

Does everyone who watched the GOP candi-
dates vying for the opportunity to be the
Republican nominee for president wonder why
said contenders, who are constantly attacking
Washington and the government, stop to realize
that it’s their own Republican party that’s in
charge of the government?

And, yes, they’re doing a terrible job of not
governing, but having one of these contenders
become President, isn’t likely to improve the
governance.

They’re all Republicans!

Barbara Prisbe-Sutton
Oceanside, Calif.
formerly of Florence

Get involved

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
the entire Florence community and merchants
for their support and participation in this year’s
Rods 'n’ Rhodies Car Show, which was held in
Old Town Florence this past September.

Yes, this is an event that the Florence Area
Chamber of Commerce sponsors and organizes,
but it is put on with the hands of the Florence
merchants, local car club and people of
Florence.

All the awards (36 in all), with the exception
of the Best of Show winner, Mayors Choice,
Police Chief Choice and Fire Chief Choice,
were paid for by Florence merchants and indi-
viduals. Most of the raffle items were donated

by Florence merchants and individuals. All the
items donated for the participants’ goody bags
were donated by Florence merchants and indi-
viduals.

While the merchants are a large part of the
car show, the participants and their vehicles are
the main show. Car owners drive or trailer their
vehicles from states, such as Oregon, California
and Washington, and other countries, such as
British Columbia, to share with us their version
of art with a roar.

Many hours have been put in to make their
canvases what they are. Each and every one of
those participants deserve to take home a six-
foot trophy for their effort. None of the partici-
pants come with the idea of leaving any richer
than they came. Many are delighted to have
been able to be part of the show, as some of the
applicants may have been rejected due to the
quality of workmanship.

They do, however, leave with memories of
Florence as a community. What memories they
leave with are of residents of Florence who
have come out to see their work and say things
like “Wow, what a nice car” or “I remember
having one of those when I was in high school.”
They bring wonderful memories of the past to
many residents of Florence.

They leave with the taste of good food and
drink. They can’t wait to get back for more.
They leave with thoughts of conversation with
people they just met. All memories that they
may cherish for the next few years. The
Florence community experiences many of the
same memories of the participants as they

leave. All in all memories are made.

It’s not as easy as it may look to put on events
such as the Rods 'n’ Rhodies Car Show. It takes
months of preparation by members of the com-
munity, local car club members and merchants
of Florence — all volunteers. It may be easier to
stand back and not be involved in events such as
this and criticize how one thinks it should have
turned out.

So my challenge is that you become involved
in these community events and let the commu-
nity and merchants of Florence know that they
are appreciated for their efforts in making
Florence the place that people love to come to
make memories.

Gary Cargill
Florence

Protect all citizens

In July 2015, it was publicized that there are
over 5,000 rape kits in the state of Oregon that
had not been tested, some of which were up to
10 years old. I am guessing that the vast major-
ity of these rape kits came from women.

To me, the primary job of a government is to
protect all its citizens from harm, whether from
foreign or domestic sources. Why hasn’t our
state passed legislation to fund the testing of
these kits, so that the rapists can be caught,
hopefully, and put away and prevented from
raping again, at least when they are away?

Some outside funding has been obtained to
cut into this backlog, and an audit is being done
to see how many are still untested (see the web-

site  www.endthebacklog.org). What con-
stituents are our state legislators protecting by
not seeing that this backlog is cleared up, and
what constituents have they been abandoning?
These are felonies.

To clear up the problem, call your legislators
and tell them to fund the testing of the rape Kkits,
or you will vote for someone else who will. As
they say, be the change you want to see.

The state legislature is about 31 percent
female and the state senate is about 26 percent
female. Can’t those females get some elected
male colleagues to work with them to protect
women? How can these people live with the
shame of not pursuing rapists?

James A. O’Connell
Florence

LETTERS POLICY

The Siuslaw News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor concerning issues affecting the Florence area
and Lane County. Emailed letters are preferred.
Handwritten or typed letters must be signed. All
letters should be limited to about 300 words and
must include the writer's full name, address and
phone number for verification.

Letters are subject to editing for length, gram-
mar and clarity. Publication of any letter is not
guaranteed and depends on space available and
the volume of letters received. Libelous and
anonymous letters as well as poetry will not be
published. All submissions become the property of
Siuslaw News and will not be returned.

Write to: Editor@TheSiuslawNews.com
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