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For some of you,
Halloween is an exciting time
that allows you to bond with
your child by making their
Halloween-costume dream
come true.

For the rest of us, it was a
time when we crossed our
fingers and prayed that our
child's “Halloween costume
dream” was hanging on a
rack somewhere at Walmart.

Because if it wasn’t, we’d
have to make something, and
therefore put our child’s emo-
tional health at risk by creat-
ing a costume that could

potentially scar them for life.

After more than 30 years, I

still remember my mother
carefully wrapping me in
layer after layer of tissue in
order to turn me into a fright-
ening replica of The Mummy
— and how it took less than
five minutes for a light driz-
zle to turn me into the con-
siderably LESS frightening
Soggy Toilet Paper Man.

Things weren’t much bet-
ter the following year, when I
dressed-up as a pirate and
missed out on all of the good
candy after spending 45 min-
utes with my plastic hook
stuck in the car door.

By the time I hit the streets
all that was left were Sweet

Tarts and half-opened rolls of

breath mints.

Library Friends seek
book donations

The Friends of the Siuslaw
Public Library welcome book
donations on a year-round
basis. While in the past the
library solicited books just
before its annual sale, now it
actively seeks book donations
all year long. Once there are
enough boxes of eclectic,
educational, and entertaining
books, the library schedules
another of its popular
Bromley Room book sales.

The more donations, the
sooner the next book sale.

Anyone with books piling
up on shelves can bring them
to the library anytime.

Donations can be left at the
circulation desk whenever the
library is open. Larger dona-
tions needing assistance can
be arranged by calling the
library at 541-997-3132,
or email the Friends at
siuslawlibraryfriends @
gmail.com.
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Donation receipts
available on request.

The Friends of the Siuslaw
Public Library is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization.

While the Friends welcome
all donations and find good
homes for most materials
they receive, donations of
textbooks, encyclopedia sets
and outdated periodicals
aren’t accepted.

The library seeks large
print books, audio books,
cookbooks, children’s books,
how-to books, books on
crafts and hobbies, sports,
biographies, current maga-
zines and the always popular
mystery, suspense, horror,
science fiction, and westerns.

Book sales are one of the
Friends’ primary fundraisers.
All proceeds go to support
both branches of the Siuslaw
Public Library and its pro-
grams.
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However, as Count
Dracula, I knew it was going
to be MY year. Aside from
maybe swallowing my own
fangs, there wasn’t much that
could go wrong. I remember
leaping from the porch and
sprinting into the night with
my long cape flapping behind
me. I remember the sound of
my polished shoes clattering
across the pavement, and the
eerie, greenish tinge of my
glow-in-the-dark teeth —
particularly as they flew out
of my mouth after my cape
caught on the neighbors’
fence.

Granted, these situations
weren’t entirely about design
flaw. In fact, I'm willing to
accept the small role my own
flawed coordination skills

might’ve played in all this.

However, that only adds to
the pressure of coming up
with a costume that can be
safe, functional and, if neces-
sary, used as a stretcher.

Back when my son was
still young enough that he
had no plans for what he
wanted to be for Halloween,
we were both fortunate. Not
only because it made my job
easier as a parent, but also
because there’s still a good
chance he’ll never remember
freaking out after the card-
board robot costume I made
him cut off the circulation to
his arms, rendering them
unresponsive for a full two
minutes.

This was discovered on
our third stop of the night,
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LIVING TRUSTS

No charge for initial consultation

WILLS - PROBATE - LIVING TRUST REVISIONS

40 Years Lane County
Legal Experience
10 Year Coast Resident

216 Nopal Street (Old Town)

997-9983

LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLEI

We are a Christian based preschool whose goal
is to provide excellence in education and opportunities for faith
formation in a loving, safe environment for every child.

» Open Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 5:30 pm
« Ages 3 years - 6 years are accepted
(must be potty trained)

« Certified Teachers and state licensed

Meggan Haslett, Director
541-603-1562
or email: abchristianprek@gmail.com

when he tried to lift up his
plastic jack-o-lantern for
candy and, instead, fell head-
first through the screen door.

That same year, my daugh-
ter, who liked to put her own
spin on things, remained
undecided until the last
minute. In previous years,
she had been a ghost dog, a
cowgirl-fairy type of thing
and the Grim Reaper.

Being that her big fascina-
tions at the time were
dinosaurs and mushrooms, I
was envisioning a fossilized
portobello mushroom.

Not exactly something
you’ll find on the rack at
Walmart.

Trust me, I checked.

In the end, she settled for
being a football player zom-

Sue Gilday Insurance Agcy Inc
Sue Gilday, Agent
1275 Rhododendron Drive
Florence, OR 97439
Bus: 541-997-7161

Scariest part of Halloween? Finding a costume for your kids

bie. Which was fine.

Until she tackled someone
through the screen door.

Fortunately, I no longer
have to worry about these
things. That’s because my
teenagers now have reputa-
tions to maintain! Which
means it’s their turn to
worry.

Not about what costume
they’re going to wear — but
how much I’'m going to
embarrass them with mine.

Lord knows I’ve had plen-
ty of practice...

Ned is a syndicated columnist
with News Media Corporation.
His book, Humor at the Speed
of Life, is available online at

Port Hole Publications, Amazon
Books and Barnes & Noble.
Write to him at
nedhickson@icloud.com

For life
msurance

Call me and I'll help you
choose the right life insurance
for you and your family.

We put the life back

in life insurance.”

o» StateFarm’

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI),
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI),

1311000

Bloomington, IL
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NEW LISTING

Ocean Dunes beauty! One level
living; open, spacious & bright. New
60 year roof (2014) Large master

suite

3 Bdrm, 2Ba 1941 sq ft

same excellent service.

$349,900 BH7119 ML#15279681

PRICE REDUCED

NEW LISTING

Great looking home in great
location! Open floor plan, tile &
wood laminate floor

2 Bdrm + den, 2 Ba 1567 sq ft
$229,000 BH7126 ML#15668950

NEW LISTING

PRICE REDUCED

In-town, recently remodeled, new
carpet, appliances, interior & exterior
paint, newer roof & gutters, private
RV parking

3 Bdrm, 2 Ba 1309 sq ft

$219,900 BH7091 ML#15596691

PRICE REDUCED
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European style Tudor Chalet located in
Collard Lake area, private & secluded.
Wood floors, accents, beams, arches,
fireplace garden & more

2 Bdrm, 2 Ba 1854 sq ft

$424,500 BH7071 ML#15372278

Collard lakefront lot .47 acre,
recreational use only; fish, canoe,
paddle boat or picnic in this warm
Southern exposure

$69,900 BH7098 ML#15124919

Shelter Cove .34 acre lot 94. City
water & sewer available. Common
area offers ocean views & riverfront
views for your enjoyment

$129,000 BH6136 ML#12164602

« Up to 16 photos per property
Detailed listing information
Virtual tours
Price histories
Community demographics
Maps ... and much more!

...or give us a call at 541-997-6000

and we'll do the searching for you!

Florence Branch | 1875 Hwy 101

NEW LISTING

Private community fishing &
crabbing pier on the Siuslaw River!
A place for your RV gated. Clean &
neat & squared away home
2Bdrm, 2 Ba 1472 sq ft

$223,000 BH7093 ML#15464027

NEW LISTING

Located on a beautiful corner

lot. Close to schools & shopping.
Garage, fenced yard & mature
landscaping.

3 Bdrm, 2 Ba 1696 sq ft
$194,999 BH7125 ML#15624267

FEATURED LISTING

Country beautiful 5.48 fenced acres,
8+ horse stalls, arenas, 40 x 40
shop, garage shop. Remodeled
home w/hickory cabinets overlooking
pond & much more

3 Bdrm, 2 Ba 2404 sq ft

$499,900 BH7086 ML#15676288

| Florence, OR | (541) 997-6000 | www.RealEstateFlorence.com
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