SIUSLAW NEWS B WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 7A

There was a time when
manufacturers included
warnings on their products
as a way to provide useful
information that could
potentially save our lives.
Or, at the very least, our
eyebrows and/or stomach
lining.

However, that all changed
more than a decade ago
when McDonald’s had to
serve up a McMillion dol-
lars for the lady who didn’t

realize that spilling hot cof-
fee on yourself while behind
the wheel of a car can lead
to a condition commonly
known as “The Open-Road
Lap Dance.”

Taking a deeper look, that
condition is really just an
extension of the more com-
mon rule known as “Cause
and effect,” which states:

‘Cause I'm dumb enough
to place hot coffee next to
the most vulnerable spot on
my entire body, I am, in
effect, going to do some-
thing even dumber by
spilling it there. Probably
before I leave the drive-thru.

Though the woman
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claimed to be unfamiliar
with either of these two con-
cepts, she WAS familiar
with the judicial system, and
how her coffee mishap could
lead to litigation and a new
home in the Hamptons.

That landmark decision
opened the floodgates to a
barrage of wrongful injury
cases aimed at sending a
clear message to American
businesses:

We will buy your products.
We will use your products.
And, God willing, we will
hurt ourselves with your
products and retire early.

Because of this, manufac-
turers have been forced to
hire consultants who do
nothing but sit around trying
to think up ways people
could hurt themselves with
their products. Recently, I
was able to gain access to
one of these brainstorming
sessions (although the

access was limited out of
fear I might hurt myself).

While I’m not at liberty to
divulge the company’s iden-
tity, I can tell you there are
at least five ways a stupid
person can fatally injure
themselves with a bar of
Irish Spring.

The reason I bring this up
is because of an actual, real-
life warning label I discov-
ered on the handle of a
friend’s new baby stroller,
which reads:Always remove
child before folding.

First of all, I'd like to
point out that this time-sav-
ing tip was NOT included
anywhere in the instruction
manual. Had he known how
much easier the folding
process is by simply remov-
ing his child first, he would-
n’t have spent nearly an
hour trying to pry his son
loose from the grip of his
$200 stroller.

I’m kidding, of course!
He never, at any time, actu-

ally folded up his son inside
the stroller. At least not
without his son’s written
consent (which, by the way,
an attorney keeps on file).

Ultimately, this experi-
ence led to the discovery of
more examples of warning
labels aimed at those who
would otherwise be elimi-
nated through the process of
natural selection.

This first example was
sent to me by Phillip Rankin
of Coral Springs, Fla., who
cut out the following warn-
ing from a box of Band-
Aids: For serious injuries
please seek medical atten-
tion.

That’s good advice, at
least until Band-Aid comes
out with a super-absorbent
“severed limb” option,
preferably in the less obvi-
ous “skin-colored” tone that
can be worn by people on
the go.

This next one is from
Wilma Pettig of Marrietta,

Warning labels are impeding the natural selection process

Ga., who found this helpful
warning on a box of nails:
Do not swallow nails; may
cause irritation.

And that’s just on the way
down.

This last warning was on
a can of primer in my own
home:

Do not spray contents into
face.

That’s right. If you seem
to be going through a lot
more paint than you expect-
ed (and your retina’s are
primer gray) try flipping the
nozzle the opposite direc-
tion.

Good luck out there,
everyone!

Oh, and don’t say you
haven’t been warned.

Ned is a syndicated colum-
nist with News Media
Corporation. His book,
“Humor at the Speed of
Life,” is available online at
Port Hole Publications,
Amazon Books and Barnes &
Noble. Write to him at ned-
hickson@icloud.com.

Rotary donates to elementary school supplies fund
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On Wednesday, Sept. 9,
Siuslaw Elementary School
principal Michael Harklerode
was presented with Fred Meyer
Gift Cards in the amount of
$1,225 to be used for school
supplies.

The donation was an annual
effort by the Florence Area
Rotary Club and members.

Rotary members contributed
$1,000 and the club contributed
$225.

Florence Rotary President
Crystal Farnsworth, committee
chairs Lynnette Wikstrom and
Wayne Sharpe and Service
Club 1 director Gary Cargill
were present for the presenta-
tion.

Harklerode said, “This type
of support from Rotary is the
exact type that our students
need. It enables us to assist
families in purchasing supplies
and clothing in a manner that
preserves family dignity. It also
helps to replenish our stock of
new clothes and shoes that we
can replace for kids as needs
arrive over the course of the
year.”

COURTESY PHOTO

SES principal Michael Harklerode (center) accepts a donation of school supplies from
Rotary Club President Crystal Farnsworth, committee chairwoman Lynette Wikstrom,
committee chairman Wayne Sharpe and Service Club 1 director Gary Cargill.
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HEARING

Family Helping Families Hear Better

" Emmanuel Beauliey, B.A., BC-HIS

Board Certified in Hearing Instrument Sciences

www.bestforhearing.com

2285 Highway 101 « Florence, OR 97439

(541) 997-8866

THRIFTY THURSDAYS!

Hair Cuts $15.00 Manicures $15.00

The Pink Parlor Salon

Think Pink-Be Pink

Inside Oregon Coast Tatoo with Kylie!
1379 Rhododendron Drive, Suite A

Pedicures $25.00

Brow Wax $5.00

Lip Wax $5.00

Full Set Acrylics $35.00
Colors $10.00 Off
Weaves $15.00 Off

Schedyj, your
APpointmen; 4

HOW 10 insyye b
Your spotr

941-999-5678
941-902-5158

Amaa DeTar
Broker
541 999-4285

REAL ESTATE
541-997-1200

3315 Rhododendeon Drive - Spectacular views from
this beautiful Townhouse on the Siuslaw River. Enjoy
them from the kitchen, living room, master and 2nd bed-
room and the covered patio out back. Low maintenance
yard and practically a brand new 2000+ sq ft house make
this easy living to enjoy anytime. $325,000. #2514-

15022134

1749 Highway 101 ¢ 541-997-1200

Toni of Red Rose Catering is

now CATERING to your pets!

eDay Care *Overnight Care
eWeekly and Monthly Service

Open 7am-7pm Daily (after hours available)
24-Hour Caregiver on Site - Licensed and Insured

4370 Hwy. 101 North
In the Florence RV Complex (next to Bi-Mart)

541-590-2466 - Shot Records Required

MEN -

OLD TOWN

WOMEN -

Barbersho®

FLORENCE OREGON

Tuesday—Friday 10-6, Saturday 10-2
Walk in or call 541-590-3660
1341 Bay Street,

CHILDREN
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Florence, Oregon

wellspring Clinic

your source for natural medicine

Dr. Mark Immel, Naturopathic Physician
Patricia Immel, Lic. Acupuncturist & Herbalist

"541-902-8860 _

"We are here to help you
feel your very best."

www.TheWellspringClinic.com

AUTUMN
Savings

Silver
Sand Dollar

Gallery Jewelry and Gifts

» Plates « Sterling Silver Jewelry

« Oregon Sunstone Jewelry « Collectible Hand Carved Eggs
» Gallery Pieces » Turquoise Jewelry

+ Glass Art o Earrings « Pendants

+ Gift items and MORE ON SALE!

Sterling Silver Jewelry at
a fraction of the price that
other stores charge

On-Site Parking

1499 Bay Street
(Old Port Building)

541—997—01 11

facebook




