
F
lorence City Council

voted Monday to re-

establish the seven-

member Airport Advisory

Committee (AAC) for the

Florence Municipal Airport.

After a work session on the

history of the airport, a review

of the 2010 Airport Master

Plan and local and federal

funding, the councilors agreed

that an advisory committee was

needed once again.

Florence Public Works

Director Mike Miller said,

“The AAC was put on hiatus

after their good work on the

Airport Master Plan and

involvement with the apron

expansion of the airport. Since

those projects were completed,

and we had no other funding

coming into the airport for cap-

ital projects, it was decided to

put it on hiatus until such time

as we had amassed projects or

it was time to … identify new

projects.”

Councilor George Lyddon

has an interest in the airport

and has attended several meet-

ings with volunteers. 

“I’ve been out there numer-

ous times,” he said.

Based on talks between the

councilors, pilots, hobbyists

and businesses who use the air-

port, the council was confident

that they could get enough peo-

ple to apply to join the commit-

tee.

“I think the turnout and the

volunteer hours for the airport

are extraordinary,” Councilor

Ron Preisler said. “We certain-

ly could use their help and their

direction. I hope this will get

more people involved.”

Miller said, “We want a pro-

ductive group. We don’t want

them spinning their wheels and

not producing something that

you want.”

City staff presented two

timeline options for the com-

mittee selection process. 

“We would like to go with

the more lengthy route to give

enough time to get some really

highly qualified and interested

individuals,” Miller said.

The councilors chose to

allow for a three-week recruit-

ment process that will end with

interviews on Wednesday, Oct.

21, during a council work ses-

sion.

The application deadline

will be Friday, Oct. 9.

For more information on the

Airport Advisory Committee,

or to apply, go to 

www.ci.florence.or.us.

__________

Follow Chantelle on Twitter

@SNews_Chantelle. Email her

at cmeyer@thesiuslawnews

.com.
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Road trips are a staple of autumn for many motorists. Fall foliage 
and moderate temperatures make the months of September and 
October ideal months to hit the open road for weekend getaways.

Fall road trips rarely take drivers too far away from home, but 
traveling can still be costly. Fortunately, there are many ways to 
make road trips more aff ordable without sacrifi cing fun.

• Bring your own food. Food is another big expense road trippers 
must account for. But you can save money on food by bringing your 
own meals along on the trip. Prepare some sandwiches the morning 
that you leave and keep them fresh in a cooler so you don’t have 
to pay for lunch. In addition, pack some snacks so you and your 
passengers can quickly and aff ordably quell any hunger pangs that 
arise while you’re on the road. If you plan to stay in a place with its 
own kitchen, cook your own dinners so you don’t have to spend 
money dining out.

• Explore alternatives to more traditional lodging. If your road 
trip includes an overnight stay, consider alternatives to traditional 
lodging. Hotels might stretch your budget, but depending on where 
you plan to go, you might have some less traditional alternatives. 
Airbnb.com allows homeowners and even some apartment dwellers 
to rent their homes and apartments to travelers, and these listings 
may pale in comparison to rates off ered by nearby hotels. If weather 
permits, look for local campsites and spend your nights sleeping 
outdoors under the autumn stars. If you prefer hotels, look for deals 
on sites like Priceline.com or Hotwire.com, which may off er heavy 
discounts on rooms.

• Take steps to conserve fuel. Lodging might prove your biggest 
expense on a fall road trip, but fuel likely won’t be too far behind. 
Drivers can cut fuel costs in several ways. Before beginning your 
trip, take your car in for a tuneup so any issues that might aff ect 
fuel effi  ciency are addressed before you hit the open road. Poorly 
infl ated tires force the engine to work harder and burn more fuel, 
so make sure tire pressure matches the levels recommended in your 
owner’s manual before embarking on your trip and even along the 
way if you feel your car is not running as smoothly as it could be. 
Another way to conserve fuel is to remove excess items from the 

trunk. If you don’t plan to hit the links on your trip, leave your golf 
clubs at home.

• Plot your route. Spontaneity may make fall road trips more 
fun, but drivers looking to save money should plot their routes in 
advance so they can avoid potentially costly problems like detours 
or road work that can waste fuel and lead to hours sitting in traffi  c. 
Use a GPS device during your trip so you can be alerted to any 
unexpected developments that might cost you time and money. 
Plotting your route in advance also allows you to fi nd aff ordable 
dining and lodging options and choose roads that don’t require 
drivers to pay tolls.

• Invite some friends and family along. Inviting friends and 
family on a weekend getaway can make the trip more fun and more 
aff ordable. If you have room in the car, inviting friends along allows 
you to split fuel costs, and you may even save on lodging if you fi nd 
a hotel that won’t charge for extra guests in the room. Friends and 
family also can help split the cost of supplies.

Road trips are a staple of autumn, when drivers can still enjoy 
the open road without breaking the bank.

~ FEATURED LOW-CARB SELECTIONS ~

SALMON: Grilled, Poached, or Blackened

CHICKEN BREAST: Boneless, Skinless Breast of Chicken

SHRIMP SKEWERS: 2 Grilled Shrimp Skewers

All of the above are served with
Green Beans or Mixed Steamed Veggies and a Shrimp Dinner Salad

BBQ PORK RIBS: Baby Back Pork Ribs with the

James Gang BBQ Sauce

BLACKENED SALMON CEASAR SALAD

NEW ITEMS

Hi, Welcome toMo’s

Mo’s Old Town, Florence • Daily 11 am - 8 pm
Serving Bowls of comfort for Over 50 Years • 541-997-2185

®

®
Mo’s Old Town, Florence • Daily 11 am - 8 pm

Serving Bowls of comfort for Over 50 Years

RestaurantMo’s

Every Month Mo's has brought in special "Motivation for Kids"

tables which raise money for local charities that are devoted to helping

the wellbeing of local children. This month C.R.O.W  is the local 

charity being honored.

PARMESAN CRUSTED 
PETRALE SOLE DINNER

ONLY $12.95
and for dessert...

MARIONBERRY OR PEACH COBBLER $4.25

The Grill & Lounge 
a t  S a n d p i n e s

September Saturday Night 

Dinner Special
 

One Pound of Steamer Clams in a

Chardonnay, Garlic, Butter Sauce,

And Served with Garlic Toast 

ONLY $11

1201 35th Street at Kingwood, Florence
541-997-4623Highway 101 & 35 St.

165 MAPLE ST. • 541-997-9811• WWW.MAPLESTREETGRILLE.COM

Open for Lunch & Dinner • Lunch Specials Daily

Reservations Suggested.

FRIDAY Salmon with Pan Seared Shrimp Scallops 
topped with a lemon honey mustard sauce.

SATURDAY: Culotte Steak topped with caramelized
onions and brown gravy served with cheddar mac and

cheese and sautéed broccoli. 

WE NOW HAVE CRAFT BEER ON TAP

Simply the Best 

PASTA
Sample our chef’s irresistible pasta creations 

like crab stuffed ravioli, portobello mushroom 

ravioli, pesto linguini, &  baked lasagna

Reservations 
welcome

Where good friends & 

great food come together!

Where good friends & 

great food come together!

Hours: Monday-Sunday 11:00am to Close   

  Happy Hour: Monday-Friday 3:00pm to 5:00pm

1285 Bay Street 

in Old Town Florence

(541) 902-8338

SSurfside Restaurant 
 

 

 
 

 

NAT’L Cheeseburger DAY 

   Friday, Sep 18th 

Half Pound Burger w/Fries $10 
 

Call 541-997-8263    88416  1ST Ave. Florence, OR 

 

Enjoy a frugal fall road trip
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Florence regains Airport Advisory Committee

BY CHANTELLE MEYER

Siuslaw News

City Council approves reinstating committee to head up new projects

Early Learning Florence

(ELF) held its initial board

meeting Thursday, Sept. 10,

at the Little Brown Hen Cafe.

Present were the three

founding directors, Rob and

Alicia Spooner, and Margaret

Hammer. The Spooners are

publishers of Oregon Coast

Magazine and Hammer is a

former Siuslaw School Board

member and director of

Planned Parenthood’s office

in Florence.

“We’re moving very

quickly,” said Rob Spooner.

“Sonshine Kids child care

closed at the end of last week

and we’re anxious to pick 

up the slack. In recent years,

there have usually been three

or four state-certified child

care centers in Florence and

now there are just two.”

Amy Mendez-Galvant and

Debra Edwards Rose, the

former operators of Sonshine

Kids, will be working with

ELF with a target opening of

Nov. 1.

“I’ve been interested in

child care in Florence since

my year as president of the

Florence Kiwanis club a

decade ago,” said Alicia

Spooner. “This is the first

time I’ve been actively

involved and I’m looking

forward to some hands-on

work getting the new center

off the ground.”

Hammer sees ELF as a

continuation of her long-

standing dedication to educa-

tion.  

“Research has shown that

babies only a few months 

old are learning machines if

given the right stimulation,”

Hammer said. “ELF will

make a difference in the

development of dozens of

our youngest citizens.”

The board acknowledged

the generous support of the

Florence Kiwanis Club,

which has contributed 

$2,500 to launch the new

center, along with contribu-

tions from individual

Kiwanians.

The first children accepted

into the center will be in the

preschool range starting at

three years. There is a critical

need for infant and toddler

care, but this more challeng-

ing segment will be on hold

until the preschool operation

is well established.

Early Learning Florence

works to bring quality

child care back to area

/SIUSLAWNEWS ❘ @SIUSLAWNEWS

WWW.THESIUSLAWNEWS.COM

FOLLOW US FOR THE LATEST NEWS

Breaking news,

photo galleries

and MORE!

Visit the Siuslaw News

online at
WWW.THESIUSLAWNEWS.COM


