
Fishing gear, guided fishing
trips, gift certificates from local
businesses and restaurants,
how-to books and cookbooks,
wine, clothing and much more
are offered as prizes for the
annual Florence Salmon and
Trout Enhancement Program
fundraiser, currently underway.

The club holds its annual
raffle drawing on Memorial
Day Monday, during the Y
Marina Boat Show. This year,

the show is moving to Johnson
Motor Company on Highway
101 in Florence. 

The STEP group will set up
its tables displaying prizes and
will be selling tickets through-
out Memorial Day weekend at
the show.

Tickets will also be available
at the STEP booth during the
Rhody Car Show on Saturday,
May 16, in the Grocery Outlet
parking lot, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., Bridgeport Market, the
Port of Siuslaw, and at Randy’s
Riverview Market in Mapleton.

Cost is $2 per ticket or three
for $5, and may also be pur-
chased from any STEP mem-
ber.

STEP is a non-profit organi-
zation that has been working to
restore fisheries in the Siuslaw
Basin since the early 1990s. Its
main effort is the winter steel-
head broodstock program.

The club live-spawns steel-

head during the winter run,
begins the fertilization and egg
growth at its small hatchery
facility in Florence and then
sends up to 250,000 eggs to the
Willamette Hatchery in
Oakridge.

On Monday, May 4, steel-
head smolt raised from last
year’s egg-take were released
into Whittaker and Green
creeks. 

Some 10,000 coho fry will
be fin-clipped by club mem-
bers this month and released
above Munsel Lake. 

Those efforts are re-estab-
lishing a coho population in
Munsel Creek.

The club also was instru-
mental this year in planning
and coordinating the installa-
tion of the new six-person fish
cleaning station built and now
open at the eastern end of the
Port of Siuslaw boat parking
lot.

“This is our only fundraiser
of the year,” said Bill Hennig,
coordinator of the raffle. “We
rely on the generosity of local
businesses who make contribu-
tions so that we have some
amazing prizes.

“Our community has been
great in supporting us through
prize donations and ticket pur-
chases.”

Education projects are
another focus for the club and
many hours are spent with
youth, introducing them to
fishing, sharing the life cycle of
the steelhead through the Fish
Egg to Fry program in pre-
school through high school
classrooms, and supporting
Free Fishing Day and the
Siuslaw Watershed Summer
Camp programs.

Anyone wishing to purchase
tickets or donate a prize can
contact Hennig at 541-997-
2489.

“We’re glad to get you growing!”
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Your #1 Local Yard, Garden, and Landscape Experts!

Mother’s Day Gifts
That Make Her
Say “Wow!”

Lisa’s Avant Gardener Tips of the Week
Plant summer vegetable seeds such as beans, cucum-
bers, dill, and summer squash. 
Wait for soil temperatures to be warm before transplant-
ing tomatoes, peppers, and basil.
Fertilize shrubs with a light complete fertilizer with the 
late spring rains.

Award-winning Landscaping Service
Patios • Water Features • Fire Pits

Outdoor Lighting • Irrigation Systems
Home & Garden Décor

10% Senior Discount Every Tuesday

All Hanging 
Baskets

15% OFF
Gorgeous, 
Healthy 
Fuchsias 
Begonias 
Petunias
Largest 
baskets 
and best 
value in 
town!

True Color Spots!
Elegant planters—wishing wells, cedar 
planters, colorful pots—
full of colorful fl owers! ..............15% off

Give Mom Something Really Special!
Colorful mosaic glass bird baths and bird 
feeders to draw a colorful crowd!  15% off

New arrivals! Metal and stone garden 
benches…and whimsical garden statuary. 

Create your own gift basket for Mom!
Wonderfully fragrant, locally-made soaps; 
specialty jellies and honey, aromatic 
candles, colorful pots, and pretty garden 
gloves all in our gift shop.

Plant Now For Rhody Fest!
Lots of healthy, colorful rhodys 
and azaleas .............................15% off
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Part of protecting your automobile investment is finding an auto
repair shop you can trust. A trustworthy mechanic whom you're
comfortable with can ease any concerns you have when taking
the car in for maintenance, whether that maintenance is a
routine tuneup or more extensive repairs. Though mechanics
differ greatly, find one you can trust and one who knows your
car.

Make sure your tires are operating safely and efficiently.
Call or come in today for your FREE Tire Check!

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
CALL 541-997-5049

4515 HWY 101 NORTH

WRITTEN WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS

NAPA CAR
CARE CENTER

Paul Potter - Owner

90th Birthday for90th Birthday for

ALVIRA BEBERGER “BEA”ALVIRA BEBERGER “BEA”
Please join us between 

2pm and 4pm on 
May 16, 2015 at the 

Florence Senior Center 
1570 Kingwood St, Florence 

to celebrate her birthday 
with cake and coff ee.

PHOTOS BY CHANTELLE MEYER/SIUSLAW NEWS

Florence welcomed new Chief of Police Tom

Turner at a Meet and Greet at Florence Events

Center on May 5. More than 50 community

members, police officers, area representatives

and city staff met with Turner. “I’m so excited

to be here,” Turner said. He will participate in

activites during the Rhododendron Festival

next weekend, May 15 to 16.

The Rhody Express will
operate its regular hours on
Friday, May 15, from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m., during Rhody
Festival weekend.

Fares are $1 one-way or $2
all day.

Want to taste the night 
life during the 2015
Rhododendron Festival this
year? The Rhody Express is a
safe and convenient way to get
you from Bay Street to any
lodging within the city limits
free of charge from 9 p.m. to 3

a.m. on Friday, May 15, and
Saturday, May 16.

So have fun and remember
to drink responsibly. Rhody
Express pickup is at the inter-
section of Bay Street and
Maple Street.

For a detailed bus schedule,
pick up a brochure at 
the Chamber of Commerce,
City Hall or online at 
www.ltd.org/rhody.

For more information, call
the Rhody Express at 541-902-
2067.

Rhody Express is easy
connection to festivities

The Oregon Coast Chamber
Orchestra will present its
spring concert of the 2014-
2015 season, under the baton
of John Monks.

Titled “A Spring Pot-
pourri,” the concert will be a
mix of pieces arranged for
small orchestra. 

Saucy folk and ethnic
motifs by Sullivan, Barry and
Faure will be countered with
grandiose and tongue-in-cheek
melodies by Mozart,
Moszkowski and Perkins —

all complimented by thought-
ful and soothing tunes by
Beaver and Jobim.

Performances are at 2 p.m.
Saturday, May 16, at The
Church of God in Reedsport,
and for 2 p.m. on Sunday, May
31, at the Florence
Community Baptist Church.

Admission is $10 at the
door, children and students
free. 

Visit www.occorchestra.org
or call 541-997-3727 for more
information.

Two OCCO spring concerts

This year’s annual Read for
the Need fundraiser for Food
Share, started by Taylor
Graham as an elementary
schooler 10 years ago, will be
the last year for this event 

For the second year in a row,
the event is being held at the
Florence Events Center.

The book sale is scheduled
for Memorial Day weekend,
Friday, May 22, and Saturday,
May 23.

Friday hours will be 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., and Saturday hours
will be 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

There will be a story corner
for kids at various times both

days. Children will be able to
choose books for themselves
after each story time.

Anyone who has books to
donate can contact Florence
Food Share at 541-997-9110
for locations  where you can
bring them. No cookbooks or
reference books.

Read for the Need May 22, 23

STEP begins annual fundraising event

Hello to the chief


