
for residential zones, with a
300-foot buffer, 400-foot buffer
for public parks, 500-foot
buffer from public libraries and
child care facilities licensed by
the Oregon Department of
Education and a 1,000-foot
buffer from public or private
schools attended primarily by
minors.

Councilor George Lyddon
said, “You’ve done a great job
putting together an impossible
situation. I think your recom-
mendation seems quite solid.”

The other council members
agreed that they were apprecia-
tive of the work done, but that
is where the unanimous agree-
ments marking most of their
2015 decisions ended.

The first issue was that the
current council had not gotten a
chance to address the moratori-
um.

“We need to have this con-
versation,” said Councilor
Joshua Greene to his col-
leagues. 

To Farley he said, “You’ve
done an amazing job and I
actually feel horrible that you
have gone to this much detail to
do something like this without
us having a proper work ses-
sion as a group to talk about
this.”

Councilor Susy Lacer
affirmed this. 

“This is the first time this
issue has come to this council,”
she said. “It’s really unfortu-
nate that the timing worked out

(this way). … We have not, as a
body, had a chance to discuss
this issue and where we’d like
to go with it.”

The next issue was concern-
ing the city’s stance on medical
marijuana.

Councilor Greene said, “I
have this feeling when I look at
this documentation that we
really don’t want to support this
endeavor. The City of Florence
doesn’t want medical marijua-
na anywhere near it, so we’re
going to make it so unattractive
that no one’s going to come
near it. I think the bigger con-
versation is: Is that the position
we want to take?”

He went on to say, “Medical
marijuana is not a gateway
drug to heroin. It doesn’t bring
a bad element of seedy, greedy,
terrible, low-life drug users
hanging around a building. A
medical marijuana dispensary
is, by state law, … very clean.
Not stinky and toxic.”

Greene also brought up the
restrictions in place already on
medical marijuana dispensaries
and those eligible to access
marijuana for medical reasons. 

Councilor Ron Preisler said,
“I happen to think medical
marijuana is an extremely
important issue. … I see a lot of
people and a lot of patients that
are in conditions that they need
medical marijuana. It gives
them quality of life that they
don’t have.”

“I agree with Councilor
Preisler that medical marijuana
is very important to many in
our community,” said Lacer.

Greene also wanted to con-
sider the impact of medical
marijuana facilities as a busi-
ness. 

“This is a real thing that is
happening around the world.
It’s happening in our country
now,” he said. 

“I’m trying to take the stig-
ma off of this and have us look
at this as an opportunity for
economic development.”

Lacer said, “The planning
commission’s recommendation
for allowable siting is too
restrictive, in part because of
the limitations on available
land and in equal part, because
as a body this council is very
pro-economic development.
And under Chapter 9 of our
2020 plan, regarding economic
development, it says: ‘encour-
age actions and activities to
promote the availability of new
employment in the communi-
ty.’ And, with this (much)
restriction, I don’t believe that
we are meeting that criteria.”

“There’s an opportunity,”
Greene added. “We’re not

doing the work we need to do
to prepare for the future. The
very thing we keep talking
about is we’re not creating
businesses for people who want
to live here or raise their family
here. Crazy as this sounds to
some of us, this is a small busi-
ness.”

Mayor Joe Henry brought
the conversation to the final
issue, saying, “This is not the
first discussion we’ve had
about this. And now, you’re
making a case for economic
development and a whole num-
ber of other things. … What
we’re talking about is medical
marijuana. And we’re operat-
ing under a deadline.”

Lyddon said, “This council is
charged at this time to act on
information we have, the rec-
ommendations that we have
based on the committee, the
planning commission’s recom-
mendation. … It’s our duty to
go with the recommendation or
not, and to perform the work of
the citizens. … Based on what
we have, I’m satisfied with the

recommendation.”
Greene countered with his

concern, again, for the too-
strict restrictions outlined in the
proposal. 

“Are we going to kick it
north of town and make it
impossible to be attractive?
What is that really saying?”

He ended his argument with
a plea to the mayor and the
other councilors. 

“May I make the recommen-
dation that we visit a dispensa-
ry, or at least get footage of a
video if it’s legally accessible?”
he asked.

Mayor Henry responded,
“What you do in your spare
time is up to you. I don’t share
your views on medical or recre-
ational marijuana and I don’t
intend to visit a medical mari-
juana facility. We all may have
differing views on this.”

The council ended the public
hearing with Henry entertain-
ing a motion to hold a council
work session with the planning
commission and staff, which
the council agreed upon.
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The only locally owned & operated 
garbage company in Florence. 

We provide full service trash & recycling
removal for commercial & residential accounts.

Call us today for prices, 541-902-7554.

In 2014 Central Coast Disposal 
recycled

552.54 tons of co-mingle
50.05 tons of glass

44 lead acid batteries
500 gallons of motor oil 

Thank you Florence!

1525 12th Street, #8, Florence

please call for appointment
541-999-4215 • Judy Roth 

FAMILY HAIR STYLINGFAMILY HAIR STYLING
Sweetheart DealsSweetheart Deals

• 1st Haircut $20.00 • 2nd Haircut $10.00
• Free Haircut with Color

Share with a friend or treat yourself!

82141 Siltcoos Station Rd – Custom lodge style,

lake area home on 2 lots. Wood and tile floors

throughout. Loft/guest room upstairs, open

kitchen, and master bedroom with walk-in closet.

Pole barn carport parking plus room for the RV.

Garden with raised beds. $299,000. #2328-

14164812 

1749 Highway 101 • 541-997-1200

Let me Showcase your property.

Melody Beaudro
Principal Broker

541 991-2151

AND REGISTER TO WIN

Name: ____________________________________
Address ___________________________________
__________________________________________
Phone number: _____________________________
Amount: _________________ Check#___________
CC# ______________________________________
Exp:________ Security Code: __________________

Basic Plan – $18 every 10-weeks (20 issues)
Annual Plan - $71 -52 weeks (104 issues) 

Three ways to subscribe or renew
1) Call 541-997-3441
2) Online www.thesiuslawnews.com
3) Mail PO Box 10 Florence OR 97439

Subscribe or Renew Today

A Floral Arrangement 

once a month for a year!

FREE Delivery in the Florence Area

(Wire orders excluded) $360 Value

Flowers by Bobbi
Full Service Flower Shop 

1234 Rhododendron Dr • 541-997-5391
www.flowersbybobbi.com

Siuslaw NewsSiuslaw News

Caring for a loved one with Alzheimer’s disease or other memory  
related illnesses can be very overwhelming. We’re here to help.

Living, Loving, & ThrivingT g

Spruce Point Assisted Living  
& Memory Care

Prestige Senior Living

Spruce Point Assisted Living  
& Memory Care
375 9th Street
Florence, Oregon 97439

an assisted living and
memory care community

www.spruce-point.com

All seminars are free and 
open to the public.

Refreshments provided.

To register for these free 
events please call  
(541) 997-6111  
or email us at  

rkilfoy@prestigecare.com

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2:00 PM

Holiday Tips for Families & Caregivers
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2015, 2:00 PM

Alzheimer’s Disease: The Truth Behind the Myths
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2015, 2:00 PM

Dementia Drugs; Facts and Myths Exposed
WEDNESDAY , MARCH 18, 2015, 2:00 PM

Successful Communication Tips & Strategies to  
Communicate with Someone Affected by  
Memory Loss

Council from 1A




