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The past year included outstanding performances that were a
testament to the athletic tenacity that runs through the veins of our
local athletes. Following is a timeline of some of the most
significant moments in Siuslaw and Mapleton sports this past year.

STORY BY SHANNON KORFF AND NED HICKSON
PHOTOS BY NED HICKSON
Siuslaw News
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Viks sixth at Lutz Invitational
Eighteen different teams from multiple divisions

N were on the mats at Siuslaw High School for the annu-
::"?3’:51 al Nick Lutz Wrestling Invitational.

With only eight wrestlers in the roster, the Vikings
had their work cut out for them to compete in a tourna-
ment with 14 weight classes.

“I was really pleased with our performance,” said
Siuslaw coach Neil Wartnik, whose team finished with
an impressive sixth-place finish overall.

Andrew Tupua claimed the individual title at 138
pounds, with third-place finishes for Tyler Coolidge
and Markel Bliss in their respective brackets.

Other scoring came from Jose DelaMora, Issiah
Burkhalter, Kainan Lance and Jeremiah Tupua.

With a total of 207 points, Elmira won the team title
with the Vikings earnings 113 points to place sixth
overall.

)

FEBRUARY

Viks topple South Umpqua,
59-48

The Vikings’ sails were full as they raced to a 59-48
win on the momentum gained from five players who
each scored eight or more points against the Lancers.

The Viks’ points leader, senior Ashlee Cole, once
again led the attack, putting up 18 points against South
Umpqua. Junior guard Halee Richards had a breakout
performance with a double-double, scoring 10 points
and grabbing 11 rebounds.

The win secured at least fifth place for the Vikings,
who hosted Marshfield for a chance to move into a
three-way tie with the Pirates and Douglas for fourth
place — and a playoff spot.

Sailors shave Mohawk, 78-37

For the Sailor boys, when they stepped onto the
hardwood against Mohawk at home Feb. 12, it was
their last shot at securing a postseason spot for the play-
offs.

Thanks to a season-best performance from junior
Tucker Ford, who scored nearly half of Mapleton’s 78
points against the Indians, the Sailors were able to do
what they needed to do and beat Mohawk. The win cre-
ated a tie with McKenzie for fifth-place in the
Mountain West League.

SHS alumni shines in OSU pitching debut
TEMPE, ARIZ. — It isn’t often that a freshman gets
to start on the mound on a No. 2- ranked college base-

ball team, but 2013 Siuslaw graduate Jake Thompson
made the most of that opportunity in his debut for
Oregon State University when he threw against Pacific
University.

Thompson pitched seven scoreless innings, allowing
only three hits and a pair of walks.

Ten of the last 11 batters who faced Thompson
struck out against the power right-hander.

Butler gives verbal

to Ducks

Siuslaw senior and 4A state cross-country champion
Mitchell Butler essentially had his pick of schools to
run track at, but in the end it came down to the Ducks’
green and gold. Butler, who has enough medals in both
cross country and track to out-bling an evening at the
Rap Awards, gave the University of Oregon a verbal
commitment that he would run both indoor and outdoor
track, as well as on the school’s nationally recognized
Cross country team.

Sailors’ journey

ends at Crow

The Sailor boys battled for two days the previous
week in an effort to continue into the Mountain West
League playoffs, and a chance to reach the 1A state
tournament.

To do that, Mapleton needed to break a tie for fifth
place with McKenzie by traveling to the Eagles’ nest; a
win at Blue River meant taking sole possession of fifth,
and a chance to face the fourth-place Cougars the fol-
lowing night.

In what was arguably one of its best performances of
the season, Mapleton was able to keep the game close
before pulling away in the final quarter.

Steals by Tucker Ford, who had seven on the night,
provided the Sailors with extra scoring opportunities
down the stretch. Ford also posted 13 points to lead
Mapleton in scoring, with the Sailors claiming a 39-29
win — and the Mountain West’s final playoff-spot.

Viks nab solo spot

at state
At the end of the arduous Far West/Skyline regional
wrestling tournament, Siuslaw coach Neil Wartnik said
he had a lot of admiration for his team’s performance,
out of which came three placers and a regional cham-
pion.
“We took six underclassmen to Phoenix High School

see REVIEW 28

Sports —

Calendar

Jan. 10

* SHS girls BB
at Hidden Valley
11 am.

* SHS boys BB
at Phoenix

11 am.

® SHS wrestling
at Central H.S.
Noon

Jan. 13

* MHS boys BB
hosts Eddyville
6 p.m.

Jan. 16

* SHS girls BB
at Marshfield

6 p.m.

* SHS boys BB
at Marshfield
7:30 p.m.

* MHS boys BB
at Mohawk

6 p.m.

Sailors fall despite standout effort

Double-double from
Tucker Ford wasn’t
enough.

STORY BY
NED HICKSON
Siuslaw News

SILETZ: 69 MAPLETON: 38

With senior shooter Chris Free in
foul by the end of the first quarter
against Siletz, the Sailors were
already in an uphill battle by halftime
Tuesday night in Warriors territory.

“It was a tough night,” said
Mapleton coach Will Crook. “Having
Chris in foul trouble that early really

limited our scoring opportunities.”

Coupled with 23 points from Siletz
point guard Angel DeAnda by the end
of the first period, the Sailors had a
hard time finding an answer against
the Warriors’ offense.

Senior guard Tucker Ford went to
work trying to fill the void left by an
inhibited Free, scoring a double-dou-
ble with 18 points and 11 rebounds,
and sophomore Daniel Collins
pitched in a season-high 10 points
while using his quickness to force
multiple turnovers including three
steals.

But it wasn’t enough.

“We earned every point,” said
Crook. “Siletz just had more of

them.”

Along with scoring from Ford and
Collins, Free put up six points and
nabbed eight rebounds, along with
three points from sophomore Tyler
Packebush.

Freshman post Dominic Wells had
four rebounds and a steal for the
Sailors.

“We will look to make some adjust-
ments this week in practice and put
them to good use against Alsea,” said
Crook, whose team played on the road
against the Wolverines last night
(after press deadlines).

Tuesday, the Sailors will host
Eddyville, beginning at 6 p.m.

Siuslaw will compete
in Skywest tournament
this weekend.

STORY BY
NED HICKSON
Siuslaw News

JuncTioN CrTy: 47 S1usLaw: 33
It was a big night for sophomore
forward Destinie Tatum, who posted
numbers in double figures at the rim

Vikings scratched by Tigers

and off the glass against Junction City
Thursday night.

On their home court, the Vikings
were able to keep things close for
most of the game, with Tatum leading
in both scoring and rebounds, with 10
points and 10 boards against the
Tigers.

Despite that effort, Junction City
was able to pull away down the
stretch for a 47-33 win in nonleague
action.

This weekend, the girls will com-

S

in home stand

pete in the Skywest Crossover
Invitational at Hidden Valley, which
opened yesterday (after press dead-
lines). Today, Siuslaw will take on the
Mustangs during the second day of
competition, beginning at 11 a.m.

On Friday, Jan. 16, Siuslaw will
open the Far West League season on
the road at Marshfield.

Tipoff against the Pirates is at 6
p.m., followed by the boys’ game at
7:30 p.m.

On the
Bite
A weekly

[fishing report for
the local region

www.dfw.state.or.us/RR

MID COAST LAKES:

The wild coho salmon
fishery in Siltcoos and
Tahkenitch lakes is slow.
Most fish have migrated
onto the spawning grounds.

ALSEA RIVER:
Chinook, steelhead

Winter steelhead season
is underway with reports of
some steelhead being
caught from the lower river
up to the hatchery. Good
numbers of fish typically
start returning over the next

few weeks.
SALMON RIVER:
Steelhead
Winter steelhead are

starting to show up in most
coastal basins. Salmon
River does get a good
return of wild winter steel-
head and an occasional
stray hatchery fish.
SILETZ
Steelhead, Chinook
Winter steelhead season
is underway with a small
number steelhead being
caught from the lower river
up to Moonshine Park by
both bank and boat anglers.
This time of year is typical-
ly slow to fair for winter
steelhead. Fall Chinook
fishing is slow as most
remaining fish have moved
onto the spawning grounds.
SIUSLAW RIVER:
Steelhead, Chinook
Winter steelhead are
starting to show up in small
numbers around the mid to
lower sections of the
Siuslaw and Lake Creek.
Fall Chinook fishing is very
slow and any remaining

see FISHING 38
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Entrance Siuslaw River

High Tide  Low Tide
Jan. 10

3:23am /6.8 9:19am /2.9
2:51lpm /6.2  9:23pm/ 1.2
Jan. 11

4:0lam /6.8 10:1lam /2.8
3:41pm /5.8  10:00pm/ 1.6
Jan. 12

4:4lam /6.8  11:10am /2.7
4:43pm /5.3 10:43pm /2.2
Jan. 13

5:26am /6.9 12:15am /2.3
5:57pm /5.0  11:34pm /2.7
Jan. 14

6:14am /7.0 1:20am/ 1.9
7:19pm / 5.0

Jan. 15

7:05am /7.3 12:35am/ 3.1
8:34pm /5.2 2:20pm/ 1.2
Jan. 16

7:58am /7.6 1:40am /3.3
9:37pm /5.6  3:13pm /0.6

STUSTIANY

NEWS

148 Maple St.
Florence
541-997-3441




