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LENGTH OF THE DURATION

{(The following editorial appeared in the Portland Oregon-
ian on October 12. As it seems to deal with a question that
is a great topic of discussion wherever
get together, we are passing it on with a vote of thanks to

the Oregonian.)

Most of us have pondered upon “the duration,” to wonder
pray for a short
Nations, few
than rather
The consensus of such predietion ranges from
ane did until Lewis Mumford, author
and sociologist, lately peered into the ervetal ball and glumly
prophesied that the duration will be for a full century at the
least. To Mr. Mumford does not
mean that the war will last that long, but that the hangover
will
One is reminded of Clare Boothe's favorite story,

TIII;IJL’}] we
to the

how long it may prove to be
war, with
qualified commentators think it will be

a decisive victory United
other
protracted
several

vear 1o or

be sure, the melancholy

On a
dock at Cherbourg, after the armistice of the first world war,
when most of the doughbovs had gone home, a small detach-
ment of Negro stevedores toiled rather cheerlessly at the
said a big buck
private from Alabama, “Ah wants to ask jist one guestion.
Did Ah or did Ah not enlist fo' de’ duration of his heah wah?"
The hig
buck private rolled his eves. “Well, de wah am over, ain't it ?”
he Sudly the sergeant shook his head. “Man,” he said,
“wit on wid dat but he duration am
Jist This tale will illustrate
Mr. Mumford's pessimistic view of the sequel to the present
conflict,

loading of American equipment, “Sarge,”

The sergeant replied. “Man, dat's what vou did.”

said
job, De wah am over

hegun.” probably veracious

When our leaders of industry tell us that an unexampled
period of American prosperity will follow the second world
wir—such leaders as Henry Ford—they are deluding us with
“false, empty promises,” Mr. Mumford believes. There won't
be private airplanes for common people, and automobiles,
refrigerators and other material comforts on a scale never
witnessed before. Instead there will be only gruelling toil,
and much deprivation, and enforced denial of the comferts
to And this relatively
necessitous period, according to Mr. Mumford, shall last for
pot less than a with Mr. Mumford!
Not really? But our divinator only nods glumly

While it true that not to dwell a fool's
paradise, and probably true that the prophets of a new golden

which we have been accustomed,

century (o on VOul,

we ouypht in
ape are a trifle too optimistic about post-war conditions in
this country, find that we prefer Mr, Ford's forecast of
the American future to that of Mr. Mumford
We incline to agree with Henry

Wi
and not solely
because it pleases us mor
Ford for the sufficient reason that his cheerful predictions
are highly authoritative, issuing as they do from the lips of
all time, and that the
the of
If we fail of an approxi.
mation of the goal Mr. Ford describes, it will be for the reason
that

one of the greatest industrialists of
future

resources, initiative and leadership

he perceives well within sCope American

we shall have failed ourselves and our providential ad-

vantages. But we must not fail, nor need we. This time, a
better America and a better world
Mr. Mumford should discard his smoked glasses, or at

What manner of talk was that
to make to Americans who are fighting a war they intend
effort by
The duration must

least modify the tint of them

to win, and wh sustained Lthis

th

v are somewhat in

hope of & cleaner and happier era?

end with the war If we Americans say that it shall end, and
do not resume quarreling among ourselves, while abating our
selfishnes t will end when the war s over, spite of the

croukers
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It's A Great Life

Notes From a Soldier’s Sketch Book
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