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A rromnmion league was organized at
Jefferson, Marion county, on Saturday
evaning, with 122 members. Parties from
there inform us that they expect to carry
the amendment, three to one, in that pre-
cinet. A local option law would fit the
people there in first-class shape) The
people of Jefferson are entitled to their
opinions, and to their rights, but they
should not have the right to say how
Salem shall regulate the liquor traffic.
This is one of the strongest argnments
against the amendment, and many a
temperance man wholoves justice, reason
and fairness will vole against this amend-
ment on these grounds. The bard-shells
will be gloriously licked at the polls in
November, and then true temperance
and reason will be able to get in its work
in the shape of a local option law, and
‘more stringent regulations for the govern-
ment of a traffic which cannot be pro-

hibited by the success of an amendment to

the constilution and the passage of a
whole volume of laws.

Tuere are always a few vagabonds in
every community who want te sponge &
living without work. Some of them re-
sort to gambling, or in other words taking
the money of individuals who have not
brains enough to keep it when they get
it, and spending it for them, living high
<on the credulity and cupidity of those,
generally, who can ill afford to part with
their earnings. A new breed of blood
suckers has lately sprung up, loafers who
£ponge their sustenance under the guise
of religion. These are worse than gam-
blers, because they affect & virtue that
they do not possess, and profane the
name of religion. These latter are the
“eaptains” and “‘officers” of the “Salva-
tion Army.” Salvation Army! God save
the mark !

Cooxt Mrgicvoroz, o Russian electri-
cian, who has lived for some vears in
Waslington, left San Francisco last week
for China, in company with 8. A. Btern,
of Philadelphia, and E. L. Barberie, a
New York electrician. The Count claims
‘to possess control of the telephone in Chi-
na for thirty years. He say he represents
‘a Philadelphis syndicate with $26,000,000
wapital. He has extensive plans for in-
troducing the telephone in the Celestial
Empire

-

Ir Salem had more people whose only
business is to stand on street cormers with
their hands in their pockets up to their
elbows, chew tobaceo and talk abont the
“‘moss-backs," she would build up fuster,
and be in better health generally. There
are g few things in this world that are
worse than “moss-backs.”

Tux saloons of New York city are now
elosed up on Sunday. We thought they
wonld be. Salem has taken the lead,
—and all the great cities will fall into line.
Next we expect to hear that Ohicago has
Joined the procession, and then Astoria,

The recent nihilista’ trial in 8t Peters-
burg has developed the fact that there
are four distinct nihilistic societies in Kus-
#is, ramiiying every section of the empire
even in Siberia. These revelutions must
have been very pleasing to the Czar.

Bovranoun has invented a new food
ration for the French army, which he
ealls “Bisvigum.” 1t is good, no doubt,
buot what the French army needed last
time was guns,

A Postox doctor raises his solemn voice
against cetton stockings for Winter wear,
He says they are destroying the women
of New England with rheumatism and
neuralgia,

Easrenx towns have the baseball fever
to such anextent that they offer a cor-
ner lot to any local player who makes a
home ran.  We know of no lot being ta-

- ken, as yet.

——

Ir a regular mall messengor is not put
onto the Eogene express soon, a ory of
righteous indignation will go up all along
ﬁ valley that will be simply awiul to

l

Fraxoe huas more schools than any
other of the great nations in Euorope,

and that seems to be the hope of the
French Republic.

By the way, what is the initiation fee
to Mr. Henry George's Anti-poverty So-
wiety, and how much are the funeral ben-
fits? We want W join.

As poon as the rain submits the floor to
sunshine Salew’s hoom will open out and
wemain in business permanently,

A uax in Kansss committed suicide in
# vat of vinegar. He had probably
#oured on this life.

HMUSINESS MEN, ATTENTION!

Eprror  Statmessax: —Walla  Walla,
with a population of only about 4000, 1s
raising $75,000 a8 a bonus to bring in an-
other railroad. Its business men have
just fi a stock company with a capi-
tal of $100,000, in shares of $100 ench, to
starta woolen mill. Tacoma, with a pop-
ulation about the same as that of Salem,
is building a street railroad. Salem. with
far greater opportunities for buildingup a
city than either of them, still continues
in that Rip Van Winkle sleep by which
she is known all over the northwest. Why
not wake up, build a woolen mill, a fruit
cannery, get a railroad sturted from Meba-
nfa to Salem, thence going across Polk
county up the Nestucca road to the Sum-
mit and from there down Whisky ereek to
Netarts bay, over through the famous
dairy country in Tillamook county, follow-
ing along down to the Nehalem coul fields
(where there are nnlimited guantities of
fine coal) and connect there with the
railroad from Astoria up. We are in-
formed by good men that a road across
the mountains by this route would not
cost to exceed one-half what the Yaquina
road has, that the elevation where it
would cross the mountains is not over
2000 feet and an easy grade, and that

hill but what could be easily aveided:
We know that it would run through a
rich country that is now destitute of rail-
roads, and that it would have the barbors
viz. Netarte, Tillamook and Astoria. The
Chicage snd Northwestern railroad,
which will connect with the 0. P. R. R.
within gay three years, will be one of the
ieading transcontinental lines, and will
run through by Mehams, where this line
could be connected with it, and with the
three harbors, good coal fields and run-
ning through such a rich country, it would
be & road that the Northwestern would
want and want badly, and would do won-
ders towards building a fine city at this
place. Now we do not expect to see the
husiness men of this city build this road,
but what they can de is to form this com-
pany, have a survey made, obtain the
right of way if necessary, and lay the ad-
vantages of this route before the Chicago
and Northwestern and perhaps that com-
pany to stand a part of the expenses of a
survey. To build up a city we must wake
up, drop all our petty jealousies, put our
shoulders to the wheel and make it go,
and we will then build up a eity of thirty
thousand people here inthe next few
years, and every man's property here
will be worth dollars to where it is now

worth dimes.
Prooress.

BLAINE AND SHERMAN.

“Conld Sherman carry New York,"
asked a New York World interviewer
of Ex-Senator T. C. Platt, the former col-
league of Conkling. He replied :

**No. His nomination would cause the
party workers to ‘lay down’ at once. 1
could not raise a hand for him myseli
with any grace. However that is of no
particular moment, Mr. Sherman cannot
have any hope of & nomination without
the solid Ohio delegation. He has been
cavorting around in the south and look-
ing around in the east, but he will do
much better to keep both eyes on Ohio.
He has not got Ohio yat."”

“Will not New York be the ruling fac-
tor in the nominating convention 7'

“1t is pretty certain that no man will
be nominated who 8 unsatisfactory to
New York. That wonid be a blunder
which the convention will not commit.”

“How will New York stand?”

“The delegation will be a unit, practi-
cally.”

‘ For whom ?"

“Feor Blaine."

“Do you look forward to his election?”’

“Yes. The laborelement in politics will
alone be sufficient to accomplish his elec-
tion. There will bea labor ticket in the
field in New York this full. There is a
state ticket to be elected comprising
nearly every officer except governor,
With a labor ticket nominated the re-
publicans will elect evervthing, Henry
George’s recent speech indicated clearly
the intention of the workingmen to stay
in politics. Thia fall's election will prac-

tically determine the presidential elec-
tion. "

A GOOD ROUTE.

It is stated as an  accomplished
fact that the Southern Pacific company
has secored the control of the narrow
gauge lines, or at least of the trunk line
from Portland to Dundee. This trunk
line has a grade wide enocugh for a stan-
dard gaoge track, and the only expense
to change the road from a narrow 1o a4
standard gouage wonld be the cost of track
laying, which would be small. 1tis un-
derstood to be the desire of the Bouthern
Pacific to get into Portland with its
branch recently acquired, the Oregon and

from there to tike Nehalem there isnot a

IRISH AFFAIRS.

I. The main debate on the Irish Coercion
"Dillis now in progress in commitiee of
thie whole and  Mr, Gladstone hopes to
vontinue it until June or July, It will be

opposed at every step and amendments
Loffered without number. Several have
been defeated already—one being a pro-
vision that seeret inquiries be confined to
important crimes only, This result is
understood to mean that the government
proposes to use the extreme power given
it by the bill to attack tenant combina-
tions. Mr, Healy went so far as to say
before the house the other evening that
if & certain clavse was ingisted on he him-
geli would probably be the first vietim of
the measure, since he himself would not
hesitate to counsel resistance.  There is
no mistaking the carnestness of such an
utterance as this.

The agitation of the general subject is
by no means confined to parliament.
Mectings are held and speeches made
with regard to it numerously throughout
the United Kingdom. A curious phase of
the contest is the sailing of Willinm
(’Brien for Canada to show the people
thereofl what sort of a man their governor-
general, Lorid Lansdowne, is. The Irish
tenants of the noble lord had agreed to
mike certain terms with him by which
evictions would be obviated, and to these
he assented. Subsequently, thinking it
to his advantage, he withdrew his conces-
sions, and said that the ecourts must set-
tle the difference. Such is the gist of the
chinrge agninst Lansdowne, but he will
be used to furnish o living illustration of
an absentee landlord drawing the susten-
ance out of Ireland and breaking faith
with bhis tenants. Mr. O'Brien declared
to the thousands of people who had gath-
ered at (Queenstown to bid him farewell,
that when the liberty<loving Canadians
had heard his story of Lord Lansdowne's
cruelty to his tenants they would not con-
sent to being governed by such a man.
80 there is tronble ahead for Lansdowne.

Meanwhile the government’s majority
in parliament of 101 holds firm, and the
prospect for Ireland is materially swell-
ing the tide of immigration to the United
States. Perhaps there is nothing more
significant than this excdus.  Buat though
the coercion bill will probably become a
law, with its immediate ernel consequen-
ces, the belief that it will be the her-
ald of its own doom is firm and abiding
with the friends of Ireland.

GREAT NEWNPAPERS

Since the son of Benator Hearst has
come back from college and assumed
churge of the San Francisco Exuminer,
there have been witnessed some feats of
journalism in that great city which are
worthy of attention, The San Francisco
papers were always enterprising. Their
location gives them an advantage over
New York papers, for they can go to press
three bours later than the Gotham pa-
pers. The Bam Francisco Chronicle is
now at least as complete & newspaper as
it published in all the world, and we have
reasons to belive that it is the most com-
plete of all. The Examiner is a good
second, and now comes the Call with an
announcement that it will set up & side-
showon its own account that will be
worth witnessing. The Call hae always
been a remarkable paper. It hae lately
arranged for a specinl cable letter from
London, and the exclusive copyright
cable of the New York Sun, Tribune and
Evening 'ost, besides the full reports of
the Associnted Press, and the news bu-
reans at New York, Washington, Chicago,
New Orleans, Louisville, Omaha, Kansas
City and Depver. Their daily report by
telegraph will hereafter cover about 15,-
000 words. San Francisco now has three
daily papers thut will compare very fav-
orably with any other three papers in the
worlid.

TERRIBLE TO CONTEMPLATE

The explogion and fire it the mines at
Nanaimeo, B. C., and the conseqnent
wholesale lese of life, present a tragic
story terrible to contemplate, It will
make many & man thank the kind for-
tune that gave him occupation above the
surfuce of the earth, and many o woman
grateiul that her husband or her brother
or her father is not compelled to go down
into the bowels of the earth to earn for
them aliving. There is noabsolate indem-
nity against the accidents of the elements.
Those who rin such risks must expect to
meet death atany point.

NOT UNEEASONABLE

The people of the Willamette valley
sre not wareasonable in demanding a
regular messenger on the Bugene express,
This demand 18 the resolt of a publie
necegsity, and it would be s piece of rank
injustioe on the part of the officials to not
heed it. It would be a public shame for a
reégular passenger train to run through

Culifornia ruilrowd, and now since it has |
the control of the narrow gauge irom
Dandee to Portland, the cheapest way lo
do this will be to bridge the Willawetie |
river at Ray's Landing and run into that |
city direct. The expunse would be light,
ani the amount of extra road to be built
wotld be less than ten miles. This would
place Bulem  and Albany and dll the
principal cities of the walley on the
trunk line, and would by all means be

the cheapest and most practicable route |
into Portland. i

— |
Bares will double ber population in!
five years and treble it in ten. Wateh
uni see.

this whole valley, each way, during the
business portion of the day, for over a
huandred miles, without & regular mail
agent. The cost to the governent would
not compare with the benefit to the peo-
ple.

Tue Seattie Post-Intelligencer is getting
up & subscription to belp the safferers
from the mine disaster ot Nanaimo, 1§, C,
In two dave $850 was subscribed, aud it
is gtill growing.

Tue Corvallis Gazelte now issues o very
neat und npewsy dally edition, More
room for your elbows, Harry,
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PELLETS.

(Allas Qur Baturday Night.)

Eorror Statessas :—Oregon has “‘gone
wut,” Hereil is the 7th day of May,
and winter is still making sn unmitigat-
ed old fool of himself by lingering in
the lap of spring. 1= perfectly ecanda-
lous, HBut the signal service man at
Washington promises to partially redeem
himself in  the minds of an appreciative
poople and give us some fair weather
soon,  Of conrse in the minds of the peo-
ple, the present weather is always the
worst that was ever known in Oregon at
this time of year. It is wlways that way,
That's a chestnut. But itisa cold, wet
inct that this is a very backward spring
—not & hand-spring—1 wouldn't spring
anything like that on vou—but a calen-
dar spring. Woe bave had no spring out-
side of the calendar. I awm in favor of Or-
egon petitioning for u new almanac.

Lugius  Quintus Cincinnatus  Lamar,
socretary of the interior, has refused to
dine with the Cannibal Queen Kapiolani,
wile of King Kalakun (Calico), of the
Samdwich Islands, and says be wouldn't
dine with u negro, whether it be *“‘king,
queen or knave.”  Lucius Quintos {.‘-ih
cinnutus shouldn't be o allfirad high. 1f
he had happencd over onto the Island
that this lady of color now lelps to rule
some filty years ago, he would have
dined with hier people, and he would not
have been able to enter a protest—r{or ke
would have been roasted and served up,
family style. Besides, vou can’t wlways tell
by the color of a man’sskin what kindofa
heart he carries under his chest protector,
1 know some men whose skins are  black
as the hinges of Erebug; but it is my he-
lief that they have whiter hearts than
Lucius Quintas Cincinnatos Lamar.

is #0 dense that they don’t have enough
names to go around. A certain per cent
of the popuiation is born to grope through
the world without being properly labeled
with the individuality of a name. Some
times 1 think it would be a relief for a
part of the weary American public to goto
China for the sake of 4 rest. There are
no privates of the late civil war now liv-
ing. There was one in Missonri four or
five vears ago, but he got lonesome and
died. The sarvivore who fought on the
side that got licked are nearly all “eol-
onels.”” A couple of privates who lought
on that side were living a couple of vears
ayo in Atlanta, Georgin, but since that
city went dry, it is understood that they
have gone to Kansas and started o drug
store and are now fust growing up with
thecountry. This is a great country for
titles and handles o names. A fellow
don’t know when he is safe from the dan-
ger of having o title tacked on to his cog-
nomen, If plain John Smith is elected
to the legislature or chosen for a county
commigsioner, then he is “Hon." John
Smith ; if he is elected justice of the peace,
hie is “Judge’” John Bmith 3 if be is teach-
er of a county school, at $25 a month,
and board around, no dinner, then he js
“Prol." John Smith; il he is o graduate
of & seven-by-nine gcademy, with a fac-
ulty of president and one assistant, then
heisJohn Smith, A. B.or B.8. or A B K,
or something ; if he reads one book on
anatomy, and buys a couple of Loxes of
pilis and & pill bag, then be is*“Dir."" John
Bmith; if be goes out of & blacksmith
shop one week,and commences preaching
the next, then he is *Rev."” Jolin Smith ;
if he belongs to a one-horse militia  com-
pany, he is lable to be most any thing,
from “captain’ to “corporal.’ Andnow
the state of Oregon Lhins goue to manuiic-
turing titles, and between it and the Bal-
vation Army, 1 am beginning to fee] lone-
some, The untithed eirele in which 1
moveis dwindling down to an exceedingiy
small minority. I am afraid that I will
be dlone before long. 1 think the pub-
lic is en-titled to a rest. I hoave a friend
who owns a big Newloundland dog. e
15 a fineg looking specimen of the canine
family, and my friend bas pamed him
“Hon, John Trav, L L. 10."
Hox. Nep H. P, M, U, D,

A SBAN FRANCISCO OPINION,

The rail connection of this city with
Oregon will be complete this year, says
the 8, F. Alts, and our merchants are
preparing to tuke advantage of the field it
will open to their trade.  The completion
of this line completes a belt railway
around the United Staws from Portland,
Maine, to Portland, Uregon. A passen-
ger can start at one city and travel to the
other, with one excsption, in sight of the
miats of veean or gull, or within sound of
the surd, the whole distance, Itik & new
idea. Ulties have ther belt lines of street
riilroads, but here is & belt put around a
& continent.  The result of finishing the
new road is expected Lo be very impor-
tant {o the tmde of San Francigeo.  The
Oregon country, which is now to be for
the tirst time pierced by a Ban Francisco
roadd, is rich in natural resources which
will find their ontlet hore Portland will
be higlped by the conmetion ws Baltimore
and Philadelpliia are helped by their
connection with New York., Wewant all
the great and thriving citieson this coust
that commisrce can Luold,
ull bt always tribaio g 1o San Franclsgo,
Trade will get a geeat (llip w.th the eom-
pletion of this new road, and the event is
a jabiles day for all California.

for they must

Tt Is admitted that Sherman wae strong-
er than Blaine—while Blaine wus sick,

In some parts of Ching the population |

— —
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