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native exr he had changed it to Johin
Lavwson.  And whist wan more, he waore
» natache, with o smset twist at the
ends, and adhiny silk hat. His aquaro,
face showoed the Nore possant type

| platnly enough, but the exproeslon had

wd Han

oen aharponed; showiug a shrewdness |

and wide awake aberprise which aro
fwnd{qﬂw
¢ is yotu'unnn,l.f I may wnk™
nqu!md this ‘daeling individual, ad-
ng Wmwolf to Gunnar,

SGunnar Matsow,*

*Whose son are youl*

“Lam the son of Hans Matson, but
he's doad long ngo."

“Hans Matson!  What year did he
come to the United Stetes®™

“In 1564, 1 think."

“Exaotly, 1 kbew him,
the Chansrder Libesia™

“1 think be did. Mothoer
tloned the name of that ship.”

YA Do i dond, you sayr”

“Yoa "

“When Qid ho dier

CALOut 1507 or 158"

1 beg your pardon, bot thute you are
wrong, for 1 am preity sure [ met hiw
in Chidoago in 1871,

Gunnar gave u start whish came nour
upsotting his chair, He stared ot Law-
son with a perplaxed, Inoredulous gaso

“ Aro—aro you sure of it? he managed
At Inat to gtammer,

“Cock wure; though 1 own, hﬂ Wik
mnol changed, HIS nate- swhat
was his name?  Blanted if lhlwm'\ for
gotten 1t

“1 wish' you'd try to remembor,” the
young man urged trenalonaly, Lawson
ato on with s puszled frows oo ki faoo, s
if ho was trying hard 0 recull et

Gunnar, his eyes dlated with sagor
news, dropped his knife and fork and
glanced nnxioualy at his mothar, who
was conducting s sober sonvaraabion on
the prospects of the crops with a nedgh-
boring farior.

ST be purbolled IF Tean get hold of
that name," ajaoulated the grocer in
pretended voxation, I8 waa rather o
quear name,  Probably 4 will sccur to
mo one of theso dayw, and then ['H let
you know."

CHAPTER IV,
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When the feasting wes at an ond und a
proper intorval had beon allowed for i

ish | hod newer soon o,

gowtlon the fiddlers taned ap their in- | |

strumoents and the danve eotuinenosd,
The gicls, In fresh ealico sod muslin |

Lall,
bmll\'

iggling and whispering
amoung thom was awfully witty,

drvsson, -t--~'| wnicesed together fnn the | \\' f&[

Yorno-

and mude surcastio observationuson the

men, which mads the reet nearly explode
with langhter, The young lads hnug
abaut the dutskirta of the crowd, ad:

1

|

vaneed and sgain retired with ashoepish |

alr, na their conrage Miled thmn,
tonsing encourngement of their friends
and rivals, no leen than the suppressed

. 3 1
meérriment of the girls, made thein shrink

from the decisive stop

This was the situstten when Gunuar
and John Lawson esme sauntering
through the hall in serneet conrersation
The grocer, seaing the girls, mddenly
loat his intorest in Haom Matson's disap-
pearnnce, sud with a jaanty sir strolled
np to the blushing threng,

"My, mny, how pretéy ws are,” ha ox-
oluimed with an exagporsted mock ad-
wimtion, rolling his syes townrd the
oeiling and making absord grimaces. /I
wonder who is the prottiest of you, for |
mean to have the prettiest or none."

Ho gently pushed himeelf {nto the
midst of the crowd, while the girls drew
back about him, lnoghing st ki delight-
ful wit. Soma pushed back and thus #
happened that Ingerid Ciretna was throst
right into Lawson's arma, which prom#-
ly closed about hor wwist. Bhe wna se-
riously annoyed and mgged and pulled
10 got hersell froe,

“Chently, p'ntly. my Mﬂb{, said
Lawson, 1 won't bite yom, my doar.
You needn’t be afraid of Jobn Lawson.”

But sho wns afraid all #he sams, and
cast imploring glances at Gunnar, who
stood by, looking at #he sceum without
thought of interfaring.

“1 wish you wonld let me go, Mr
Lawnon,” bogged the gl with a Aoshed,
excited face. 1 do wizh you'd lot me

There wos a putulam annoysnes  her
volee which Lawson teterpreted ae mere
mock modesty, and even whea tho tears
startad to hier eves he smld nob perwunde
himself that she was in esrnest

“Why, I doreally beliere we are ory-
ing," he said in srpeee.  “Well, well;
you won't even dancs with mof"

“1 nm engaged todmmes the firsédance
with Grunnar Mateon,” erded Iagerid, re-
sorting to s bold flodes tu e mxtety to
eacapo from the odiovm fellew’s arma,

Gunnar, starting wp se frem a dream
ut the sonnd of his nems, stood for an
instont irresolute, Lut 4w soon as he took
in the sitnution etepped forwand and re-
lomsed the Kil’l_

“You munt excuse wme, My, Lawson,”
he said, without the least excitement,
“but winew this s my Asnce you’ll have
to be content with the nexh.®

He hnd no desire at all to danes, but
of conrse when a girl appealsd to him in
distress he conld not eonunly his own in-
clination. Lnwsdon, who was not at all
 bad fellow, gave an awkward lsugh,
and grabled hold of the next glrl in the
crowd, who proved te be less alittish.
The jve was now broken, and the other
lnds, overcoming thelr bashfalness, start-
ed forward with one secord smd swung
n dosen more girls out apon the floor,

Gunnar, when he hed onos begun to

«move to the rhythm of the mnsis, felt a
kind of intoxication ta his hlood, and he
danced with a vehsmoenes which munst
bave taxed his partneds siven There
wns & battle raging within This
sweot, blonde, trustfel givl whom he
held in his arma, who wesponded @ -
diantly to every glance be sent her—uhe
waa his Norse past, and lkis Noree futars,
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