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WHAT THE OREGON SOLONS ARE DOMNG

Balem. —The presont leginlature In
one reapect at least has followed pre
cedent for It started out on the olos
ing wook of the session with the legls
Ilative hoppor clogged with undispos
of husiness. Both houses are hadly
congoatod with work and the closing
days will witness the usual confusion,
heated arguments apd strenvous «f
forts to save pet bille. 1t pooms (o be
the habit of lagialatures fto fritter
away much valuable time during the
varly days of the sossiot wilh useless
disgusslon on unlmportant bills, while
the money and other Important mess
uros are held back for commities tink
ering and then rushed through during
the closing hours when there s little
time for consideration

Practieally the only important plece
of legislation to Its eredit whon the
leginlature started out on Monday wans
the appropriation of $100.000 for the
soldlers. No road billa had been
passad and all the big appropriation
bills had aot besn presented.

AntiTrust Paving Bill Patted.

Btormy Umes are expected over
road legislation this week. The house
and sennte startad the weok at logger-
heads over the antitrust paving bill
which passed the senato last woek al-
tor an extramely bittsr debate

By & vota of 21 to §, the senate
passed Uil 67, the chief of the four
anti-patented pavement bills.

The bill as passed In (dentioal us
reported by the majority of the roads
and highways commitiee and favored
by those sseking to curb the paving
trust, with the exception of the Moser
amepndment to section T, which now
says; "All contracts which may be
awardod for laying any pavement or
for the purchase of any material, mix
ture or process entering thereln, shall
be awarded to the responsible bidder
submitiing the lowest aggregate bid
under the specifications In the class
of pavement which the publle authori-
ties montioned In section 2 of this act
shall determine to acoept.”

Those who have beon strafing the
patant paving company fought the
minority report of the road commit
tee, which recommended the mdoption
of the words, “considering quality and
durability.” which gave this diseretion
to the state highway commission In
awarding contracts, Over thesoe four
words the battle was waged [n Lhe
aenate.

Moser's amoendment Is construed as
Jying the hands of the state highway
commission, by those who voled no.
The othors say not.

The addition of the four words
would have given the commission the
power (0 uso Its judgment in seloct
ing pavaments and awarding bids.

Strong opposition developed against
the senate anti-trust paving bill when
It reached the house and the ire of
house membors was aroused by
threals of ceriain senators to defeat
the $10,000,000 rond bLonding bill un.
Jess the house enacted the senate bill
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Tax on Estates Proposed.

Estates In Oregon will contribute an
extra $100,000 apnually to the state
tronsury under the provisions of Rep-
resoptative Schuebel’s Inheritance tax
bill which passed the house. The bill
is & compromise measure over house
bill 1, which would have produced an
annusl  reveruns of approximately
$260,000 trom Inhoritance taxes. This
bill, it is sald, will produce a revenue
of approximately §160,000 annually.

Bxemption is provided on ostates
up to $10,000, but above that smount
the tax is assessod agalust the estate
and not agalnst the distributed shares
as under the presant law., Additiond!
tax, over and above (hal nssossou
against the estate, is linposed Against
shares whieh go to others than tho
direct heirs of the decedent.

Loeal Autonomy for Counties Favered.

By adopting senate joint resolution
14, Introduoed by Senator Farrell, the
souate went on record in favor of tak:
ing from the leglslature suthorily to
incroase tha salary of &ny atale of
fielal during his torm of office and of
referring all county salary Inorosset
to n voto of the peaple of tha county

The resolution embodies a constl
tutional ametidment, which will be re
forred to the poeople for approval I
the house takes the same action »n:
tho senate. Tho proposed amendmont
provides that the legisiature shall no!
have authority to increase tho sala:;
of any state official during the pres
ont term of that offieial, and that n
{norease in salaries of county offlaini.
shall be velid unless approved by th

jfuaple of the ro ] ol es at
the nexl goneral aleol.on.
Geasion of 00 Days Proposed.

A proposed eonstitutienal amend-
ment submittod to the setnte by Hom
stor Jones of lano eouuly ool
platen several changes fi the provie
lons governing Oregon's leginlative as
nemblios

The most Important propesal would
extond the session from 40 1o 60 netual
working days, for which members
ahnll roecive 300, It mlso provides
that in case an extra sosslon in called
by the governor it munt not be of
more thap $0 days’ duration and the
metmbors shall be pald st the regular
rale for every day ol such extra soe
slon,

It provides that all Wils must be
introduced during the first 20 days of
the session
Absent Vater Dill Passes the Houle.

The house passed & bl Introduced
by Reprosantative Kubll which will
enable qualitied volers who may be
away from home on election day WO
vote,

The bill provides thal voters who
are sbaeul from bhome bul within the
state may nolify his county or city
clerk, as the case may be, 130 days
balore slection, The clerk will then
forward an official ballet. which the
absontoa will sign, together with &
cortificate, which will then be reiurn-
od to the clork, who will cast the bal
lot for him. The bill was designed
with especial referonce to studenis
and travollug salesmen, but also ap-
plies in all othor cases of necessary
abscnce from home on electon day.

Ingome Tax s Propossd,

The colmmitiee on assosement and
taxation (o the house (ntroduced a bill
providing for Income taxes (n the
siate and exemptling certaln personal
property from taxation.

Under the bill & rate of 1 per cont
would be charged on the first §1000
of taxable locome; 1l per cont om
the next thousand; 2 por cont on the
next: 2% per cent on the nuxt) 3 per
cent ot the next; and & smilar ratio
on the next each succeeding thousand
up to 6% por cent on the tenth §1000
and 6 per cent on any sum In excess
of $10,000,

Gasoline Tax Bill Passed By Housa

The house passod the bill of the
roads and highways commities pro-
viding for imposition of s tax of 1
cent & galion on gasoline and a tax of
half & cont on distillate, The bill as
passod carrles the emorgency clause,
but with a tacit understanding among
thoe members that in event the emer
goncy clause s stricken from the blg
bond lssue LIl It will be taken from
this and other minor road bills. The
bill will raise about $350600 In rev-
onve, of this 8310600 coming from
gasoline and the balance from distll
late.

Would Curb Independent Candidates.

A bl simed st disappointed candl
dates and persistent office seekers
wias introduced in the wenate by Sen-
ator Norblad, of Clatsop county,

The bill provides that If & person 8
a registered voter of one political
party he cannot become the candidate
of another political party, nor can he
accapt the nomination of that party,
should he be nominated,

The principal purpose of the bllk
however, is to prevent defeated party
candidates from running after the pri
maries as indepondent candidaten, ac
cording to (\be suthor of the bl I
the bill becomos & law, the only peraon
who can run as an indepandent cundl-
dnte Ia the man or woman who s reg
{stered as an independent voter,

Leoginiative Brevities.

The house also passed a bill by Rep
resontative Cross providing that suits
for divoree must be fled in the county
In which the plaintitf rosides.

A joint resolution, ealling for & bill
to be placed on the ballot providing
for compulsory reglstration and vob
ing, was adopted by the ssnate.

Death came to the Oregon milltary
police when the bill to Keep the or
ganigation alive under the measure
introduced by Senator Orton was
killed.

With but elght opposing votes, Sens
alor Dimiok's resolution providing for
a submission of the capital punish-
ment amendment to a vote of the pee
plo, was adopted in.the senate.

Delinguent tax notices will not be
sent to he owners of properly on
which the delinquent tax amounts to
tess than $1, nocording to an amend-
ment (o the dolinquent tax notice law'’
pasved by the sonate.

The prediction that the consolidas
tion programmae for the sesslon was
virtually killed when the house killed

Evangelist Geo, W. Taylor in action at Saling’s hall.

e department of agriculture bill,
was fultilled when the commities
wiihdrew all of its bills

A house Ml by Senator GIl, pro-
viding for compulsory surgica! treat-
ment of all sehool children alflicted
with diseases of the ayes, sars, nose,
throat or teeth, was defeated alter &
stormy debate, which was {eatured by

Provision for reestablishment of
the straight Australlan ballot syetewm
in the state, with party candidates
wgregated on the ballot and the voter
Jven the right (o vola o straight tick
t by checking the gircle at the top of
he ballot over the party of lis cholos,
« wade In o bill by Representative”
Laowls which passed the houmse.
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# | must express to you the
& very great satlstaction and most
* sincere gratitude of the French
W Governmoent for they service e
# dered 1o the women working in
* Government factories through
% the estnblishmont of Y. W, C. A,
& Foyers des Allleea {(clubrooms
* for munitioneties),

%  These foyers hnve been an ex-
% collent means for hettering the
% physieal conditions and the mo-
* rale of our workers, They have
% been constantly used by the wo.
® metl workers, who have found
% there new coiemonts of dignity
* and soclal education,

& | mukt thank you for bringing
% thix to pass, and T hope that
* Y. W C A work will not disap-
# pear with the war, but will be
& carrled on in order to develop
® the pripeiples of sociul solldar-
* Ity which It has inspired,

* (Bigned) M LOUCHER,
* Minister of Arms and Munl
%  tlong Manufatture
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"START HIM RIGHT

Entertain Roumanlan Countess at
American Show in France.
Picture shows are belng put on e
Frunee without cumeras, scenery of
sy of the necessary properties, nes
vording te reports reaching the Nao
thonal ¥. W. C, A. froma ¥. W, C A

pursea’ hot in a Base Wosplital,

Having no il or cnmem, the
nirses at Base decided to put on &
lving pletare show and Wvited o
grup of nurses from # nenrby hos
pitnl to be the apdience. It wan a
real thriller, one of the wild and wool-
ly west - variety, with bucking bron-
choes and wild ridesa on hroom and
moq horses,

Imagination sopplied the seehery,
with the exception of placurds, which
pnpounced “the sun" when It was sup.
posed to be shilubag or “cactl” when
the cow punchers rode across the
desort, :

Countess Yoacarvern of Roumanis,
who had been tnlking to the nurses on
conditlons In the German courts at the
tme she waus lady-in-walting to the
Queen of Roumanin, was the most ap-
preclative of all the guests

INSIGNIA, CURTAINS,
MADE FROM SKIRTS

Riue broadeloth skirts uysed for ors
guolzation Inslgnia und plaid summer
drosses reconstrncted into window cue-
tulns are after war ecobomies of the
nine Y. W. C. A, secretaries In Arche
angel, Russin,

These secretnries have just succeeds
ed, lu the face of food and cloth short-
nge=, In opening n Y. W. C, A, Hostess
House for Amerlcan troops stationed

“in Archangel, o town beliing the aliled

Hnes. It wos necessary to hunt up &
volle summer dress which one of the
secretarles hud discarded for heavy
winter clothes In order to have curs
tnins at the windows. They live on
regulation army ratlons,

e S
o ﬁ,ﬁ
-

-

sl

\

Astoria sod Clatsop county are lin-
ing up soltdly against the proposed
creation of the Port of Columbia.

Hopgrowers of the Sheridan section
are slgning cantracls for the hop crop
for & three-year period at 25 cents.

W. W. Poland of Bhedd was alcoted
president of the Linn county . farm
buteas In the annusl mesting held in
Albany.

The cranberry growers of Clatsop
counly bave decided to increase the
amount of thelr acreage 20 per cent
thin year,

Students of Oregon Agricultural eol-
loge who are entirely or partially self-
supporting form 77 per cent of the
ptudent body.

The Vietory Rose Festival will be
hold in Portland Wednesday, Thure
dny and Priday, June 11, 12 and 13, it
has been decided.

Oregon's quota In the $6,000,000
Victory drive, being conductd by the
pational committee of morthern Bap-
tist laymen, has been fixed at $33.963.

Work will start next week on &
grven-mile extension of the Shevlin.
Hixon company’s logging rallway near
Bend, the improvement to cost §100.
004,

To suceesd W, B. Ayer, who resigned
from the soldiers’ and sallors’ rellsf

commisaion, Governor Withycombe ap-
pointed Frederick W. Mulkey of Port- /

land.

Astoria waa selected a8 the next
meeting place and Charles Brown of
Astoria was elected president of the
Oregon Retallers’ association, which
held a succesaful three days’ conven-
tion in Balem. .

The employment situstion in Port-
land is steadily improving, according
to the federal employment bureau. Be-
fore the middle of March it ls expect-
ed, Jobs will be available to absorb the
surplus In the labor market.

To set dates, arrange the lsts of
events and standardize rules for the
annual central Oregon Interscholnstie
track and (leld meet, delegates from
Deschutes, Crook and Jefforson coun-
ties met In Prineville Baturday.

With & total of six points In its favor
and but two against, the Corvallis high
school has won the [nterscholustic de-
pate championship of the west sidoe
Willamette district. Beaverton s sce
ond, with five points In its favor.

Sheriff John W, Orr, of Polk courty,
scizod a shipment of about 10 bot-
ties of whisky st Balilston, a little
hamist in the northern part of the
county, The liquor was packed in a
steel vault and was shipped from a
point in Californin.

Final bearing on the proposed In-
ereass in telephone rates in Oregon,
approved by the postmaster-general,
which were to have become effective
December 6, will be held before tho
Oregon public service commission on
Monday, February 24.

Two hundred delegates, ropresenta-
tives of 140,000 employes of shipyards
and allled Industries, met in Portland
_Monday when the Pacific coast metal
trade workers convened for their an-
pual session. The convention will
probably last about a week.

Faderal money secured on farm
loans through the Bandon-Curry Coun-
ty National Farm Loan association
during the past year totals §112.400,
according to figures presented at the
annual meeting held in Bandon. The
entire amount i being used in devel-
oping the dairy industry.

Completing a contract for supplying
the French government with 22 car-
loads of an evaporated material for
soup, the Wittenberg-King company of
The Dalles shipped its last carload
Baturday. One-half of the big order
was fllled by the The Dalles plant and
one-half by the plant at Salem.

To prevent the distriet meetlng of
the Loyal Legion of Loggers and Lum-
bermen, scheduled to be held at the
Bend Athlotle elub gymnasium, mem-
bers of the central labor councll walt:
ed on directors of the club, protesting
against the vse of the gymnasium for
that purpose. The labor representa
tives contend that the Loyal lLegion
ta haaiile to union lmtereats.

Unless restrictive conditions im-
posed by the United States rallroad
pdministration are removed from the
manufacture of tlea precticaily all of
the small mills of Oregon will be
foreed to suspend operntion; mccording
to the widespread opinlon among oper-
ators. Ag least ons haa done so al

ready, and others are apt to follow

i
H

whieh Lo improve the prinel
ways of all parts of the
the coutity voles the bonds
highway commission will
more than half & million
match the county expenditures
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During the war Mrs. C. F. Danisels,
wife of & woll kpown Pendieton farm
er, carried on a cormespoadence with
68 ditferent Umatilla county boys in
the service. In mq--uh-
writtan more than 1700 lejters i
thom. During the last 12 months she
has written an even thousand letfers
and sent 898 packages. This Is prod-
ably the record for correspondamoe
with soldier and sallor boys.

The secretary of the Interior Bas
advised Representative Sinnott tha'
there will be no nfore grasing perngits
Issuad for Indian lasods- in. Gilllam
oounty, Oregon, for a long time. By
new regulations recently completed,
the secretary ssys silotments in Gl
liam county will soon be made to the
Klickitst Indians which makes the
chance of leasing any of these lands

By the terms of the postoffices and
postroads appropriation bill, as passed
by the senate, Oregon rocelves federal
aid for highways more than trebling
the amounts aiready authorized by s
previcus congress for the fiscal years
1919, 1520 and 1821. The total
ted to Oregon road building by
foderai government for those
years was $1.181,108; but the new bil
just passed by the senste
that amount to §4,330 944
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posaible, but probable from the Intense
enthusiasm shown at a mass meeting
of representative road
every part of the county and
road distriet In the county, held at
Salem. 7The mesting

went on record favoring &
bond isaue for market-towa roads and
of getting it befors the people at a
special slection as soom as possible.
Two fatalities, as the result off me-
eldents within the week and another
death as the result of a previous ac-
¢ident are included in the report of
the state Industrial accident commis-
sion for the week. A. G. Dibbern was

il

cldents were reported.

Checks aggregating §170,000 will be
forwarded this wedk by the Hood Riv-
er Apple Growers' assoclation in a
distribution of the returns on apples.

counting is rendered the total will ex-
crop and the returns on cherries and
strawberries will bring the I8 pet
business to more than $1,500,000.

A rallroad completed to Dalry, with
a spur seven mlles southeast to Ben-

for
of Klamath Falls as the first
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