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OREGON NEWS NOTES
OF GENERAL INTEREST

Principal Events of the Week
Briefly Sketched for Infor
mation of Our Readors.

o —

The total county indebtadnons of
Kismath county Is now S132.540.74

A large sttendance of growers and
others s expecied at (he fourih an-
nual moeting of the Western Walnut
sasociation W be held in Portland Feb-
ruary & and T,

After a long vacation, occasioned by
the Influenss epidemio, the Monmouth
public schools opensd sgain Mondsy,
having been closed sluch & week be-
fore the Christmas holldays.

With practioally no new “flu" canes
for seversl days, the Albany health
suthorities have removed the ban on
thal cily swd sllowed publie meetings
in churchés and thestros, and schools
o

Bacauoe sevaral amall school ehil-
dren have boon run over and serious
Iy huet by sutomoblies of late, the
La Orands Parvei Teacher amsocintion
Las lsunched - campalgn agalost care-
leas driving.

Repressntatives of & party of Freanch
Canadians, who desire to secure farm-
Ing land and locate In the Willamelte
valley, have been in the Albany sec-
tion the pest few days looking for de
sirable tracts.

The Oregon Congress of Mothers
and Parent-Teacher assoclations will
hold a child welfare drive in Portiand
Fobruary 13 for the purpose of finane-
ing the work of the parenta’ educa-
tiemal bureau.

An offer of 270,000 has been made
by A. L. Hill and other business men
of Medford for the purchase of the
Pacific & Eastern raliroad property.
The offer In now under connideration
by the bondholders.

One sectiom of the McKensle river
wagon road, construstion of which
was halted by the declaration of war,
will be bullt this summer, according
to word received by Clyde R, Selts,
distriet forest supervisor.

Captaln J. L. Wood, of Albany, Is
ona of 30 officers selected from the
Engineer corps of the American Ex-
peditibaury torce to appraise tho prop-
erty damage caused by the German
army In (ts operations In Belglum and
Frence,

The senate and Jouse conferees on
the revenus B! have been auked by
Senator McNai7 o place a per gallon
tax of 10 cenla on loganberry and
other fruit julces instead of the 20
per cent gross salos tax as approved
by the house

The taxpayers of Umatilla county
are getting behind the movement to
induce the county court to call for a
spocial wissiion for submitting to the
volars the plan of Issulug serial bonds
providisg for permanent road con:
struction in the county.

Construction on ths depota for the
Prineville rallroad, one at the june-
tion aad the other at the terminus in
the city of Prinevilie, has been start
ed, and on the completion of theas
structures, regular passenger traffic
over the rond will begin,

Motor vehicle registrations for Jan.
uary, 1018, oxceoded those of January,
1918, by nearly 12,000, according to
tabulations for the month made publie
at the office of Bscretary of State O}
ootf, There were 40,062 motor ve
hicle registrations for the past month,

Poriland had the lowest monthly.

fire loss during January since May,
1910, with the single exception of one
month, December, 1017, The axact
fire loss has not yet been tabulated,
but Fire Marshal Grenfell estimates
the Janusry loss at approximately
#5000,

The frult erop In Douglas county re-
turned over §1,000,000 to growers In
1918, and as labor and weather condl-
tions were unfavorable fruit men are
highly pleased. n

Through deals closed last week at
Hood River, J. R. Nunamaker and
sons, Don, Floyd and Neal Nunamaker,
siready owners of 76 acres of full
bearing orchards, have inoreased their
holdings by 75 acres. The aggregate
sf the sums paid will reach $560,000, it
s sald.

A total of §14,370.68 was ooliocted
lor the Oregon soldlers' and sallors’
fund, raised In Portland by variouws
ntertainments for the benefit of Ore
gon men ovarseas and of this amount
& total of $5425.00 has beon disbursed,
ieaving & balance of §8845.47 Intact In
the ‘fund.

The attendance at the public school
it Notl, 33 miles west of Eugene on

e

ha Coos bay branch of the Bouthern
I avifle, in no greal thal one room can
aol secommodate o'l the pupils and
wnother will be added. The teacher
wnd the lurger boy pupils of the
whool will do all the work.

The blg sawmill of the Booth-Kelly
Lumber company st Hpringflold re
tumed oporations Mouday after hav.
ng bean closed for a month. During
Nis time repalrs have boepn muade to
rarious unita of the plant. The eom.
pany's mill at Wendling has been op-
srated throughoul the winter,

To furnish employment Lo returning
soldiors and stimulate sciivity slong
copsiructive plans extenalve linprave
menl of the doocks aod streeta of the
ity of North Bend ia being advocated,
and indications are that there will
probably be a large amount of work
done thora during the summer if ma
terial can be socured st satisfactory
prices

It will not be long belore the prune
crop of the northwest will be 100,000,
000 pounds, sccording to estimates
made by Robert C. Paulus, manager of
the Balem Prult unlon, The tolal acre
Ake o pruncs in this state is estim.
ated st 20,082, of which 14,014 are
bearing and 14,166 acres not yel In
boaring but dus to boar within the
next five yoars.

Ranchers living on the branches of
Coos river, the east side of Coos bay,
on Catehing inlet and Danlels areek,
and In small community villages, In-
cluding Cooston, Bumner and Alle
gany, have slarted a movemenl flur
highways giving them sncoess to the
cities on Coos bay. The construction
of these highways would necessiiale
about 26 miles of new road

Lumber shipments by water from
the Columbia river during the month
of Junuary were exceptionally lght.
Reoards compiled show that 18 vessoels
loaded st lower river mills in that
month, their cargoes totaling 13318,
624 feet. During the same period
soven vessels loaded 4300735 feer of
lumber at upriver mills, making =
grand total of 17,709,861 feet shipped.

A bonding election for the new
Sparta frrigation projoct near Dukor
took place Monday and carried by a
large majority. Thia glection marks
the transition of a one time famous
mining camp from & reglon of desert
hills to a promising agricultural oo«
mutiity. The plan 18 to reclalm 12,000
acros by bringing water from Eagle
ereok through the Sparia mining
ditch., -

All restrictions, save those on prof-
itoering, have been removed by the
Orogon food administration and the
sulte of oftices formorly occupied by
the administration in Portland have
been closed. W. K. Newell, federal
food administrator for Oregon, will
hold his office until the algning of
peace, when Lthe United Staten food
administration sutomatically loses all
powaer,

Charles L. Houston, of Astorla, well.
known contracting bullder of the low-
or Columbia river district, was almost
fnstantly killed near Clataop station.
Ho was directing the construction of
a new plledriver and had climbed into
the donkey engine to examine It As
he grasped o pipe to balanoe himaself,
It gave way and he fell to the ground,
a distance of about 15 feol, striking
his hoad on a raliroad tie and frac.
turing his skull. .

A perceptible impetus was given to
Marlon county's ever-growing fruit In
dustry when the machinery of the now
$100,000 plant of the Northwest Fruit
t'roducta company was set in motion
for the manufecture of Jellles, jams
and proserves from the (rulte and bors
ries of the Willamette valley. The
management of the new plant hopes
to magpufacture 116,000 cases of jol.
los, Jams and preserves within tie
next 80 to 00 days.

That the proposed great loop high.
way around Mount Hood may becoms
an accomplished fmet as apon as pos-
sible, Rufus C. Holman, president of
the Oregon Association of County
Judges and Comunfisaloners, has called
A moeting to be held In Portland Sat-
urday, February 8. To this moeeting
Lave boen invited the county courts of
Hood River, Wasco, Jefferson, Clacka-
mas and Multnomah counties, United
States forestry officinls and interestod
oitizens.

In & report made by the chief of
onginoors to the senate commitise on
oommerce, the following avallable bal-
ances for Oregon river and harbor
Improvemenis on December 81, 1018,
are ahown: Columbia. river ai the
mouth, §04.842;
lower Willamelte below Vaucouver,
Wash.,, and Portland, $218071; Clat-
skanle river, §880; Willametts river
above Portland and the Yamhill river,
$7461; Willamette river st Willam-
ette falls, $11.881. I

Columbia river and,

WHAT THE OREGON
e

Halom.—When the legislitura as
sembled Monday for the fourth week
of the sesslon there was very little o
its credit In the way of bills passed
and sent up to the governor. As 8

malter of fact, very few of the ini- Capital Punishment Bill Introduced. .

portant measuron have beon Intro-
duced In elther houwe,

While the house did considerable
work last week, the senale mostly

marked time, dus Inrgely to the fact.

that the senate committess reported
out faw bills for consideration. Both
houses from now on must got down Lo
& ploady grind and work longer hoture
If the ustual congestion during the last
days of the sesalon are to be avolded.

Perhaps the most important plece
of legislation passod during the third
week of the seaslon was the Dimick:
Kubll syndicallsm bill, designed to
suppress Bolshewiki, |. W. W, asad
kindred mdiesl movements, The bill
carried an emergency clause Lo maks
it offective Immedistely when signed
by the governor.

The house by & very large vole
passed the Gordon red flag bill, which
forbida the display of the red [flag.
the emblem of anarchy and Bolshe
viam. This bill will undoubtedly mest
with approval in the senate. .

Sonats Passes Anti.Trust BN,

The anti-trust bill passed the sanate

without opposition, but It ia likely to

"eause discussion In the house and will

be amended or voted down. 4

Al this time no opne can tell just
what may be expected in the way of
road legisintion. There s Inck of
harmony about many features, but the
$10,000,000 road bonding bill is being
whipped Into shape sod Is scheduled
to appear this week. It will provide
that 76 per cent of the funds given
the highway commission shall be
spent on the primary roads outlined
in the road bullding program of 1917,
while the remaining 25 per-cent g to
be used in the discrotion of the com-
misaniop on any roads which It may
declde are necessary of Improvement.
It will provide that the rate of interest
is not to be more thin 4% per cent
and that the bonds sha'l be retired
at the end of 35 years.

Non-Partisan Judiclary Seught.

A bill iotroduced by Senator Nor
blad, of Clatsop county, provides for
a non-political judicial system in Ore-
gon. This measure 18 one which has
for many years been advooated
throughout the state, and the present
assembly s expectod-to enact this bill
into a law,

It Is provided in the bill that all
candidates for these olfices shall be
placed on a separate ballot at pri
mary elections and this ballot shall
be ofticially designated as the “officlal
primary nominating non-political Jju-
dicial ballot." "

Anti-Lobby BIll Prepared.

Complylng with President Vinton's
request that legisintion be introduced
curbing the netivities of the huge
paving lobby that doscended om the
leginlature last week to lobby agalnst
moasures striking at the paving trust,
Senntor Dimick drafted & drastle
measure prohibiting lobbying.

Under the terms of the bill all lob-
byists must register with the secre-
tary of state, giving their names and
the nature of their buslueas. Lobly-
ing with mombors elther in or out of
the statehouse s absolutely forbidden,
the messure providing that if the lob-
byists have an argument to advance
for or against & measure, it must be
made before committees, In the press
or In printed statements delivered to
the members on their desks.

Phone Regulation Urged.

Alleged fallure of the public service
commiwsion to take any action in curb-
ing the telephons companies of the
state in impesing rates and charges
coutrary to the statutes of Oregon
and in violation of the rights of the
people, Representative Graham, of
Lang, Introduced in the house a joint
resolution calling upon the commis-
slon to take such steps as may be
neceasary to suspend the snforcement
of sald telephons’ to)l charges or to
socure the annulment thereof aa may
be neceasary,

The resolution recites that the
riten charged should be reasonuble
rates and based on the olements usu-
ally connidered in determining the
reasonableness of a rate.

Memorials Planned for Soldlers.

Every county in Oregon will be au-
thorizsed to expend at least $5000 In
constructing suitable memorials or
arches in memory of the soldlers and

mwnemmumw‘

war, if a bl istroduced by Senator
Handley becomes & law. The measure
apks that all county eourts be given
authority to spend $6000 of the public
money for this purposs.

Death penalty for all persons hero-
after convicted In this state of mur
der or treason in the first degree Is
provided for in a proposed constity
tonal smendment Introduced In the
senste by Senator Dimick.

No alternulive penalty s provided,
80 Il the amendment should be passed
by the legislature and approved by
the voters it would mean that all per-
sons convicted of murder In the firat
degree must be sontenced to death.

The amendment, If adopled, would
ba sell executing.

Governor Bigns Eight Measures.

Eight bills have been signed by
Governor Withyecombe and filed with
Becretary of State Olcott. They are:

Boldiers' and sallors’ commission
bill, appropriating $100,000 and carry-
ing an emorgency clause. Now effec-
tive,

Measure appropriating $0652.386 to
meet deficlency appropriations of the
emergency board. Emergency clause
attached. -

Moasure appropriating $25,000 to
pay per diem and traveling expenses
of members of the legislature and sal-
aries of clerks and stenographers.
Emoergency clause attached.

Bill empowering citles and towns,
without consent of property owners
affected, to annex property that has
been or will be surrounded by the city
Mmits. Measure has particular appll
cation to Portland,

Two bills by SBenator Baldwin plac-
ing state bank members of the federal
reserve system on the same footlng as
pational bank members.

Measure empowering the state high-
way commission to sell obsolete or
wornout machinery.

Measure extending the power of
sminent domain for county courts and
the highway commission so that use
may be made of property before com-
pletion of condemnation proceedings.

Bill Provides For New State Prison,

Authority to construct a new penl
tentiary bullding at & coat of $600,000
ie sought in a bill introduced by Sena-
tor Ritner. The bill provides that the
question be reflerred to a vole of the
people at the next general, regular or
speclal election.

It the bill becomes a law, the board
of control will have authority to use
§126,000 annunlly for four consecutive
yoars (o pay for the cost of the new
buflding. It is not required that this
amount shall conform to the 8 per
cont statutory limitation,

May Abollsh Parole Officer.

Senator LaFollett, of Marion coun-
ty, has introduced a bill for the aboli-
tion of the office of state parole of-
fleer. The bill, which would amend
the present law, would make it the
duty of olrcuit judges when paroling
persons to make written conditions of
the parole order, to be forwarded to
the warden of the state penitentiary,
instead of to the parcle officer, and
provides that the persons paroled re-
port to the warden instead of the par
ole officer.

Liguor Laws Are Tightening.

Two bllls aimad at bootlegging were
atroduced In tho sennte by Senator
Therhard. One provides that munic
introduced In the senate by Senator
court and the other gives a municipal
Judge the right to issue search war-
rants In seeking to suppress the liquor
traffio. Under the present state law
these powers are delegated only to
state officials, i

Leplaiative Brevities

Representative: Schuebel's bill pro-
viding for oreation of a board of con-
ciliation and arbitration In labor dis-
putes mot defeat in the house.

Representative Thrift offered a joint
memorial asking congress to retaln
the United States employment service.

The house passed the jolnt resolu-
tion of Represoniative Smith, of Mult
nomah, providing for & committee to
{nvestigate the weod shipbullding in-
dustry and enlarged it to cover the
steel shipyarda as well.

Curlew ahall ring each night for the
canines {f & bill Introduced by Repre-
sentative Denols becomen a law. All
dogs must be safely tucked Into bed
by & o'clock each night and remain
thers until 8 o'tlock the next mora-
ing, under this hill

Representative Bean has Introduced
& bill providing for a $50.000 appro-
priation to coreate a revolving fund

under which the state printing plant
would print all the text books used in
ths schools of the state, the same Lo
be sold at actual cost.

More sxpeditous transaction of cir

cult court business Is the purpose of

A bill introduced by the sanats judl-
clary commiitee, authorizing the chief
Justice of the supreme court to assign
any cireuit judge to duty in any eir
cult court of the state,

Congress [z "earnestly requestad to
sppropriate sufficient funds for fin-
ishing the steel and wooden ships now
under coptrict,” in & memorial passed
by both houses.

Senator Dimick's bill making it &
crime to teach the German language
in the public schools and collages of
Oregon, was passed by the senste by
a vote of 18 to 1L [

BRIEF GENERAL NEWS

Nat C. Goodwin, the sctor, died st a
hotel In New York after a brief (lloess

Cgech troaps have occupied Austrian
Sllesla, having defeated the Poles, ac-
cording to information from Vienna.

Austin Dowling, bishop of Des
Moines, has been named archbishop of
Bt Papl, succeeding the late John
Ireland.

It is estimated that nearly 200,000
men and women are idle in the United
Kingdom and Ireland because of
strikes in various trades

Miss Margaret Wilson. daughter of
President Wilson, according to the
Etoile Belge, I8 suffering from an at-
tack of (nfluenza (n Brussels. Bhe Is
confined to her room in the American
legntion.

Official tables of major baitle cas-
ualties of the American forces In
France, made public by General March,
chief of staff, show that approximately
10,000 men _remained wholly wunac-
counted for nearly three months after
the ending of hostilities.

An army of 600,000 men was unani-
mously decided on by the housse mili-
tary committee as the basls for deter-
mining the appropriation for army pay
for the year beginning next July. Com-
mittee members sald the number was
expected to be the average force dur-
ing the year.

All Seattle Industry ls Threatened.
Beattle.—A city-wide strike of the
majority of 152 Ilabor organisations,
involving the greater part of 70,000
workers, was scheduled to begin on
Thursday morning at 10 o'clock, In
support of 25,000 striking metal trades
workmen, who left the shipyards and
contract shops here January 21 after
their demands for higher pay than
that given in the Macy federal wage
adjustment award had been refused.

Red Propaganda Target of Probe.

Washington. — Sweeping investiga-
tion of Bolsheviki, 1. W, W. and other
propaganda was ordered by the senate
after a tempestuons disoussion, in
which several sepators declared or-
ganizations were plotting to over-
throw the Ameriean government by
violence. Thae senste judiciary sub-
committes, which for more than n
year has been investigating pro-Ger
man and brewers' propaganda, was
authorized by the senate resolution to
conduct the new [nquiry.

German Troops Attack Poles,
Zurich.—German troops have at-
tacked the Poles at several points
nlong the eastern frontier, capturing
Grumthal, Wunsheln and Grossamokli,

Butter Exporta Now Allewed.
Washington.—Exportations of bl
tar, prohibited duriag the war, will
bs permitted under an order lasued
by the war trade board.

THE MARKETS
Portland
Oate—No. 2 white feed, $45 per ton,
Barley—Standard feed, §40 per ton,
Corn—Whole, $67949; cracked, §60

gn.
Hay—Timothy, $30@32 per ton; al-
falfa, $26.50.

Butter—Croamery, {6c per pound.

Eggs—Ranch, 41c per dogen,

Pouitry—Hens, 30G32c; roosters,
18¢; turkeys, 42¢.

Beattle

Hay—Eastern Washington timothy,
$08 per ton: alfalfa, $34 per ton.

Butter—Creamery, b0o.

Eggs—Ranch, bdc. !

Poultr~—Hens, 26(P290; springs,
2%e; roosters. dressad, 27T@280; ducks,
310; geese, B6c; turkeys, #@dTc.

Portland—J. Henry Albers was

found guilty on two counts. 4
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PERSHING DENIES REPORTS
American Goldiers Not Responsihjis
For Crime Wave in Paris

crime wave in Paris are fiatly denisd
by General Pershing in a cablegram to,
Secretary of War Baker, “Full refu-|
tation of the charges cannot be put
too strongly befors the American peo-
ple,” the American commander stated.
Geoneral Pershing's cablegram was
sont In response 1o -inquiries by the,
war department, following sensational
eharges, published in the Paris Matin,
that American soldiers were reaponsi-
ble for an appalling number of murs
ders and robberies in the French capls
tal. Press dispsiches since that time
bave sfated that these depredations
were committad by Apaches wearing
American ualforms. !
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Governmeant (nsurance Convartible
Washington. — Conditions -

which soldlers or &3 now hol

government life WAy i

Colonsl Henry D. + of the war

made public soon. v
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