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GREGON NEWS NOTES
OF GENERAL INTEREST

Principal Events of the Week
Briefly Sketched fof Infor-
matien of Our Readers.

—

Thirty-elght daaths, dus to Influen:
sa, oecurred In Pendleton up to Jan
uary 1.

I'acific college at Newberg resumed
work Monday, after being closed be-
cause of the Influensa epldomic.

Hardy Holman, a plonsar of Oregon
and one of the early sheriffs of Polk
eounty, died a¢ his home in Dallas

The Marshfield schools, aftar being
closed on mocount of influenze for
nearly four months, reopeusd Monday.

John D Srithn, & plonser minlng
man of Daker county, died in Ht Wi,
beth's hospital In Baker, agwd #0
years.

A large number of delegates from
Lane, Dougias and Coos counties at-
tonded the annual Paptiat convantion
In Bugenc

Pire al Pendleton did damage estim-
aled at §100,000 to the Peoples’ ware-
house and the offices of H. W, Colliny
and C. E, Nalsoa,

During the year 1018 a total of 85,
298 accldonts were reported to the
Industrial aceldent commiasion. Of
thin total, 182 were fatal

Of the 35 high schools of Oregon
that entared the High School Dabate
leagos last fall, 11 have withdrawn,
bringing the number to 24,

Influensa and Ita  complications,
principally pneumonia, caused Port-
land‘'s death rate In 1018 to Increase
to 12.2 per 1000 In comparison with
the 1817 record of 8.4 per 1000

R. W. DeWitt, who pleaded gullty
to robbing the Boswell gold mine of
$6000 In gold In May, 1018, was sen-
tencod at Roseburg by Judge Calkins
to 12 years in the penitentiary

One thousand dolegates and rels-
tives are expeotad in Portland on Feb-
ruary 20 and 21 to attend the annual
northwost conference of Rotary clubs
of Oregon, Washington and British
Columbia.

The Oregon-West Colonization com-
pany will open up 10,000 acres in the
Malheur valley, from Ontario to Vale,
April 1, and |a waging & campaign to
socure wseltlers, includiog stock and
dalrymen.

The high stage of water in the Wik
lamette river foreed the Crown Wik
lamette Paper company to close its
pulp and wood mill at Oregon City,
thus throwing 300 men out of amploy-
ment temporarily.

Frashots In the Hood river the past
week have eaten away a bank near
the steel bridge of the O.W. R. & N
Co, untll the county road connecting
the city with the Columbia river boat
landing is manaced,

The Dallas publie school was closed
Thursday becauss the high water
which followed the hoavy rains filled
the basement of the school bullding so
that 1t was impossible to bulld fires
to heat the structure.

The national convention of the
Gresters of America, the largest as
gociation of hotel men In this country,
will bo held in Portland on Tuesday,
Wodnesday, Thuraday aud Friday,
June 24, 25, 26 and 27,

In the death of Max A. Vogt, which
ocourred In The Dalles, Wasco county
lost one of Its leading citizens. He
was prosident of the First National
bank of The Dalles and held control
of large business and property Imter
oits there.

Coming unexpectedly and wholly
without warning, the heaviest rain
storm which Astoria ever experienced
struck that oity Wednesday. The ree
orda .show that the precipitation for
24 hours was 8.5 inches, the greatest
ever known.

Cove probably has the only aviator
{n eastern Oregon who got a German
alrplane, A lotter from Will Motlay
to his brother, Lee Motley, dated from
France, January 17, says he brought
¢own n German airplane just before
the armistice was signed,

Nearly 200 persons have joined the
new Klamath Good Roads assoclation,
which was formed at Klamath Falls,
and whieh has urged upon the leglsla:
ture an amendmant which would per’
mit the bonding of the county up to
10 per cent of its valuation,

Pxtermination of digger squirrels
and other rodent pests in Douglas
eounty is the object of & bill drafted
by Distriet Attorney George Neuner
at the roquest of farmers. The bill
will be sent te Salem and presented
for leglalative consideration.

A provislon for the survey of the

ehanpel of Yaguina bay Irom Toledo
10 Yug 'ea was insertad (n the rivers
and barbots Bl b the instance of
Feonator MeNary, who a'so urged an
spproprintion of §100,000 in the samo
bill for the Umpqua river jetty.

The publie service commisslon does
not ussent to an order of W, F, Turn-
er, recelver ol the Paclfic & Kastern
rallway, operating betweon Madford
and Butte Falls, to cesse operstions
of that road January 50, Patrons of
the road protested strongly against
the proposed closing order.

EBnrollment of new students in the
University of Oregon st Kugene last
term reached (he Lighest mark In the
history of the Institution, Stedents
enrolled for the first time numbered
66, as compured with 380 for the
19171818 term, & galn of 46 par cent

Enthusiastie and unanimous indorse
ment for the proposed §10,000,000
atate road bonding messure and for
the proposed §1,000,000 bonding mens-
ure in Umatills county was given by
the Umatilia County Good Rosds saso-
clation, composed principally of farm-
ers

Orders from Washington reached
Portland steel shipbuflders to suspend
work on all steel ships that cannot be
turned out during the [first half of
1915. About 25 steamers are sxpocted
to be affected that represent a total
pontraet valustion of approximately
15,000,000,

Formal protest to the Interstate
commeroe commission and director
general of railroads against rates on
graln and graln products not Lased on
water grade and lowcost haul fo tide
water, was afithorized at a mecting In
Peadivton for permanent organization
of tha Inland Empire BShippery’
League. .

Rellef from the prospect of a com-
plete shutdown of the Eugene snd
Bpringfield flour mills in tha near fu-
ture bocsuse gf an accumulated stock
of thelir finlstied products in the ware
houses at Eugens, has boun relleved
by the relurn of the government into
the flour market, which tbok the
greater part of the surplus stock.

Contending that restrictions on the
froe sale of frull juices will kill the
frult julce Industry, now becoming
fairly well established in the north-
west states, the Eugene chamber of
commerce lhas prolestad to the con-
gremsional committee framing the 1918
tax bill agalnst the proposed 10 per
conl tax on the sale price of all frult
Juiren .

Work for several hundred returned
soldlers will be avallable at Bend if
copstruotion of an additional two-band
mill In started by the DrooksScanlon
Lumber company. J. P. Koyes, man
ager of the company at Bend, ao
pounced that the second plant is now
under consideration, and that plans
and specifications have been ordersd
drawn,

Ralns, spproaching the torrential,
pocompanied by strong winds, over
westorn Oregon last week caused
streama to rise and lowlands in many
psoctions were flooded. Rallway come
munieation to points on Puget sound
was complotely suspended, owing to
pliden mear Contralln, Wash. Tele
graphlc and telephone communication
in )1 directions was badly interrupted.

Prospects that the stuntod juniper
tree, growing in immense pumbers on
the unwatered lauds of central Ore
gon, mAay assume real importance as &
substitute for cedar In the manufac-
ture of pencils, were oxtended In &
letter recoived by the Bond commer
olal elub from the Dolkena Lumber
company. Practically unlimited quan.
titles of the wood can be used for thiw
purpose, it was stated,

The strike of the employes of the
Sumpter Valley Rallroad company wnd
gettlod when the management and tha
employes signed a contract wheri'y
the employes are to continue to draw
the old wage scale of 41 cents per
hour for brakemen, 49 conta for con:
ductors, 52 conts for enginesrs and
@0 conts for ahopmen, and in addition
thereto an incrpase of 10 cents per
hour for a day of 10 hours.

Permit from the war department for
the conatruction of the nocessary
dams for the reclamation of Multno-
mah Drainage Distriet No. 1 han boen
received. The project, it s expected,
will be completed durlug the presant
yoar. It will afford employment to &
large number of men, Invelving an es-
timated expenditure of §300,000, The
project will add to the Intensive pro-
ducing area of Multnomah county 8100
acres, The district extends from Un
fon avenue to Falrview, a distance of
sbout 14 miles, and adjoine the elty
Hmits of Portiand on the north.

— "

Portland~Henry L. Pittock, pub-
lisher of the Oregonian, b dead,

-

~

WHAT THE OREGON SOLONS ARE DOING

—_—
Road Legisiation is Uppermost at Salem

Balem~While connidersble legisia:
tlon of minor importance received at
tention in each bouse during the sec:
and week of the seasion, the big con:
structive measures, In which the peo
ple of the state sl large are interoatad,
stich as thoss relating to highways,
finance and oonsolidation of matage
ment of stato Institutions, were still
incubsting when the legislature ad-
journed for the week end, Beveral
bills on these vital subjects are schod
uled for Introduction this week, but
it will doubtiess be some time before
ey are passod.

The Joint consolidetion commities
has agresd upon several bills deaigned
to merge various state bureaus, They
peok to create neveral departments,
vig, & depariment of labor, a depart
ment of agriculture. & department of
health, a department of state instite
tions and bulldings and possibly one
or two other departments. Passage
of these bills would result in the mer
ger of & dosen or more boards ahd
comimissions.’

Some members of the joint consol-
dation committee peem to think that
their program will ot meet with very
strong opposition, but others belleve
opposition will develop when the bills
are reached on the calemdar, mnd It
would not be surprising if they are
beld up and swamped In the conges
tion usual during the closing days of
the session.

Road legislation Is wuppermoat . is
the minds of members in both hauses,
sod all concede that a comprehensive
bighway program should be passed at
the present session, but the troubls s
that petty jealousy, polities snd per
sonal ambition are hampering Any
prompt action. The senate and house
committecs are ‘jealous of each other
and there are members in each house
who would like to go down In history
an the father of the state’s highways

Road Bills Appear

A number of road bllls have beon
iutroduced, some of which have merit.
Several soek to hit the so-called pav-
ing trust and permil open competition
in road construction.

While it is impossible to tell just
what the road construction program
will be, It seems certaln that a $10.
000,000 bond lssue will be provided
for, to bo financed by funds derived
frem an inorease in the motor vaehicle
tax and a tax on gasoline.

Reconstruction has recelved elight
conslderation, but thus far no definite
plan has been formulated.

During the first two weeks of the
session 80 bills were introduced in the
wenate and 181 in the house, and ln
addition & number of resolutions and
memorials have been presented. Eight
housa bills were pending in the son-
ate and 22 sonate bills In the house.

A Nood of bills to Increase salaries
have appemred, So far 14 countles
are reportod to have offered bills to
increase salaries of county officers,
and bills are in to inorease the salary
of the justices of the supreme court,
suporintendent of public instruction.
{nsuranee commissioner and dairy
commisaloner, According to lobby
talk more salary bills are coming.
$842,311 ls Cut From Budget Figures.

The joint ways and means commit-
tes, during ita first two weeks of
wrestling with the tinancial problems,
has tentatively allowed $2,002,862.44 of
the $2,846,176 of the budget require-
ments to be put up to the law makers,
having lopped off $842,311.58 wo far
These alashes leave only & little more
than $400,000 more to be cut off to
meat the provisions of the € per cent
limitation amendment and there is
every indleation that the committes
will make good on this task.

The main reduction made has bean
the lopping off of the $880,000 which
the Industrial accident commiasion ee-
timated would be its abare for state
ald during the next two years.

The next heaviest roduction is that
of the state fair, $30,000 being pruned
from the estimates of that institution.
The Normal is shaved off $§24.441.56 to
bring it down to the $74.288.44, or
millage tax baals. The forestry. hoard
ts hit by a reduction of $16,000, while
the institution for the feeble minded
bas so (ar lost only §12,300 of the
$2456.700 appropriation sought in the
budget estimato.

Senate Favers Dalry Investigation.

Senntor Plerce's proposal for the ap-
pointment of a legislative commission
to make an immediate and thorough
investigation of the dalry industry ln
Oregon, met with the unanimous ap-
proval of the senate and resulted in

the adoption of kis resolution by un-
animous vole President Vinton named
Benutors Plegse, of Unlen county, ard
I'alterson, of Polk county, an the two
sonate meombers of this comminsion.
The measure provides for three mom-
bers to be appointed from the lower
branch. This commission I expociod

o recommend neoded leginlation on

whall of the dairy Industry.

House Bill Protects Cattle Shippers.

The Gallagher bill, preventing a
combination of bidders for liveslock,
recoived an unanimous vote In the
house, This bl makes It & mindo-
moanor (o enter into an agreement
or arrangement preventing competid
tive bidding for livestock shipped to
a wholesals or central stockyards mar-
kot. Pines for violation of the act
range from $200 to §G600.

The bl is designod Lo prevent collu-
give agreemonts belween the stuck-
buyers, sald to exist in the Portland
markols, from bearing the price of
livestook, or splitting the purchases
smong buyera for their benefit and
against the best intorest of the stock-
men who have to enter the markels
for the sale of thelr stock.

Would Simplify Court Procesdings.

Five blly, intended to simplify and
expedite court procedure in Oregon,
bave been prepared for Introduction
by Representative Hare of Washing
ton county.

The chief reform proposed Is to con-
fer upon the supreme court power to
prescribe rules governing the modes
of pleading and procedure in the cir
cult courts, and not bind the circuit
courts with hard and fast Jaws as to
procedure which are used by the tech-
nical lawyers to obstruct, delay and
divert justice.

Another one of the bills amends the
statute relating to change of venue,
and provides that tort actions shall be
tried in the county in which the de
fendant resides or where the causo of
action arose.

Change in Tax Laws Proposed,

Under a jolat resolution introduced
{n the house by Representative Hos
ford, of Multnomah, all property in
the state, except municipal, state and
federal property, would be taxed. The
resolution proposes submission of a
constitutional amendment to the peo-
ple so to amend the constitution,

Provision also |5 made in the pro-
posed amendment for & personal prop-
erty exemption of $300. This amend-
ment, if enacted, would remove tax
exemptions om all church, lodge and
other property of a similar nature now
enjoying fmmunity.

Anti.Trust Bill Offered.

A general anti-trust bill which, It is
declared, is aimed mainly at the so-
called paving trust, dut is spplicable
to trade and other combinations gen-
erally, was introduced in the senate
by Senators Thomas and Lachmund,

The bill is designed to punish those
who would seek to prevent fair com-
potition and likewise applies to those
who endeavor to fix prices or in any
way limit the production of any com-
modity.

Producers of horticultural and agel-
cultural commodities do not come
within the provisions of the act,

Tax on Gasoline Proposed.

A bill providing for & tax of 1 cent
a gallon on gasoline and distillate was
introduced in the house by the house
committes on roads and highways,

The bill defines what shall constl
tnte the fuel upon which the tax shall
be levied and includes gasoline, dis
tillate, lberty fuel and such other
volatile and inflammabl® liquids pre-
duced or compound for the purpose of
operating motor vehicles, except kero-
sene ofl.

All persons dealing In these lquid
fuels are to be knmown as dealers,
whethor engaged in the wholesale or
tetail business. All doalers are re-
aquired to registor their names with
the socrotary of state whether it be a
person, firm or corporation name.

Legisiative Brevitles.

Organization of the joint house and
senate consolidation eommittee was
parfscted with the election of Sepator
Dimick, of Clackamns, as chairman of
the committee.

An annual approprintion of $16.000
to be used by the Oregon Agricultural
college in the lnvestigation of crop
pests was Introduced In the house by
the joint committes on horticulture.

The house passed Senator Thomas'
joint memorial urging congress to
eliminate the 10 per cent tax which
the conference commities in congress
proposes to lmpose on loganberry and
suple iulces,

The senate judiciary committes In-
troduced a substitute blll for two olh-
ers to withdraw state ald from the
{ndustrial secident commission.

The houss by unanimous vols pass-
od the Dodd bill probibiting any
school, publie or private, within the
state of Oregon, from being conducted
in other language but English. The

Representatives of Nations at
Peace Meeting Unanimous-

bill does mot prohibit the teaching of Plan

foreign langusges, but forbida the en- ‘,'"

tire schoo! being conducted In & for 2

elgn tongue. Paris.—The pence confsrence unani

mously adopted the lemgue of nations
project. Presidert Wilson and Col-
onel House are the American members
of the commisalon thereon.

The preliminary draft for a leagus
of nations says thet the league should
have a permanent organisation to car-
ry on the business between meetings
of International conferences of all the
membeors. :

The draft calls for the appointment
of a commission cemposed of two rep-

Two resolutions Introduced by Reop-
resentatives Kubli and Smith, of Mult-
nomah, ask congress to permit Oregon
shipyards, to taks contracts on loreign
socount, and a swaeeping legisiative
investigation of why the government
is blocking the shipbuilding program.

BRIEF GENERAL NEWS

Two soldiers out of every thousand
who fought with the American army
overseas lost an srm or & Jeg

lLess than 00 enemy allen women
were interned during the war, It was
disclosed by the department of justice

The body of Rosa Luxemburg, the
Spartacan leader who was kilied by a of
mob recently, was found 14 the Land- - .
wehr canal, according to a report from war commitied by Gormang. and. allics
Berlin. The body was terribly me.
tilated.

Wounded American men or soldiers
remaining in hospltals oversess num-
ber approximately 104,000, Colonel W.
H. Smith, of the surgeon-general's of-
fice, told the senaie committee con-
ducting an Inquiry. of the

Secretary Baker ordered the release
of 113 conscientious objectors held at
Fort Leavenworth, the remission of
the unexecuted portions of thelr sen-
tences, thelr “honorable restoration to
duty” and Immediste discharge from
the army.

Led by President Wilson, the mu-
preme council of the great powers
adopted a proposition brought forward
by President Wilson ssking all the lohion fer the
Russian factions, iocluding the Bol
shevists, to meet the allled and asso
clated governments at Prince’s islands,
in the sea of Marmora, on February 15

WHEAT PRICE IS PROBLEM

Reason Given for Not Urging Farmers
to Plant Larger Acreage.

8t. Louls—Duavid F. Houston, see-
retary of agriculture, in expiaining
why the government is not urging
farmers to plant larger crops of wheat
pext spring. pointed out that crops
planted in the spring will not be avail-
able for the market until next fall,
when food conditions will be changed.

“The question is,” he sald, “can the
grop be disposed of at the guaranteed
price of $2.2i a bushel on No. 1 win-
ter wheat?

“The prospects are thst the yield

will be at least 1,000,000,000 bushels,
of which amount about 650,000,000 will
be needed at home, Will Europe take
the surplus after a season of produc-
mg on her own account and with Aus-
tralia and Argenting in the market?
Australia hes been guarantesd §1.18
for its output, and, of course, the Eu-
ropean nations will seek thelr supply
where they can get It at the lowest
price."

Work on Steel Ships Ordered Stopped

Portland, Ore.—Orders from Wash-
ington reached Portland steel ship-
bulldéers Sunday night to suspend
work on all steel ships that cannot
be turned out during the first halt
of 1918. About 25 steamers are ex-
pectad to be affected that represent
a total contract valuation of approxi
mately $38,000,000.

Soldiers Need Not Quit Army Jobless.

Washington—To solve the problem
of unemployed discharged soldiers, the
war department has ordered that no
man be discharged from the army
agalnst his desire until such time as
he ¢an obtain employment in civil life.

Farm Loans Total §157,020,000.

Washington—Under the farm loan
system $157.020,000 has been lent to
€7,888 farmers up to January 1, 4he
toderal farm loan board reported.

THE MARKETS

Portiand

Oats—No. 2 white foed, $43 per ton.

Barley—Standard foed, $46 per top.

Cora—Whole, $57@569; cracked, $69
en.

Hay—Timothy, $30@32 per,_ton; al-

falfs, $26.60.

Butter—Oreamery, 50¢ per pound.

Eggs—Ranch, 56G5Te per dosen.

Potatoes—3150@ 178 per hundred.

Poultry—Henn, 28{30c; springs,
28¢; roosters, 18¢.

claims of those who use such means
and set up sovereignty by coercion.-
This declaration was framed by Presi-
dent Wilson.

While the solemn warning with re
gard to the gaining of territory by
force specified no countries, it covered

Since Nation Entered War.
Washington, — America’s job &s
banker for the allies bas been lighter
this mionth than at any time
pation entered the war
losns since®january 1,
reported, altho

it
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Groat Falls, Mont.—The board dﬁ-i
rectors of the Montana Union, Amerl-

can Society of Hquity, have signed &




