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F IT were not for the reputa-
tation that the Portland
Daily News has for malicious
and slanderous news, some one
in Lents would have reasen to

feel bad. Twice of late the
News has represented that
Lents was a hot bed of vice and

that it was being crushed into
the dust by the county sheriff.
Now both representations are
absolute lies. We defy the
News or any other publication
to look the town over, and com-
pare it honestly with any other
town of its the Nor
west, and find a higher degree
of propriety or morality than
will be found right here in
Lents. We do not contend that
things are absolutely spotless,
but for a town that has been
practically run without restric-
tions of any sort, not incor-
porated and having no

size in th

legal

status or right to provide for
local regulations, we are quite
ready to put Lents against the
best of the country. No doubt
there have been some soiled
characters seen out this way.
Even some of the News repre-
sentatives have been seen in

Lents, and possibly the editor of

that sheet may | passed

through the town. We are

responsible for that. Had the

remainder e cit

ed for the pas

Nen

r 1 -

kept as m boot-legger

and degenerates as Le has

been, there would not hav &

as much interest in g & a s

of elean city officials as was ex

hibited at the recent election.
Futhermore, the people of

Lents do not feel that Sheriff

Word is possessed of a grouch
against the town. He did not
arrest any one in Lents for the
attempted hold up of a farmer,

near Sycamore. He has never
raided the town at any time.
He has warned some of the citi-

zens about the necessity of ob-

serving the law in reference to
the sale of liquor rambling
That i s dut) ge to
do that.
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If the New
itself to the truth, and
people of the county know to
the truth, it would | F
creditable standing w ;
better informed peoplé o0l Lhe
city As T
wher » beli at pub
Jishes, and the less prejudiced
the reader is, the less he will be-
lieve. There is a place for a re-
liable, independent paper in
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he both.

Portland. Itis to

that the News cannot

"l‘]!i*] failure of the city of
Portland to dispose of its

bonds at creditable values in two
or three instances of late is but

another evidence that it is time!

to change the system in selling

securities, Bonds of the face m’i

$1000 or up cannot be handled

I'he streets are crowded with a mass of
human belngs, They seom to be in a
freney of joy and ander & great stress of
excitement. A dark object Hoating in
the heavens above attracts my view
It is awerving bere and there with the |
grace of a bird, It swoops closer and 1|
rewl the gleaming letters on the side,
‘Walter Bteiger's flving machine, The
Fagle," and | learn that he has hooll|
employed by government  of
switzerland to perfect & machinesuperior

the
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