
CURRENT EVENTS
OF THE WEEK

itoings of the World at Large 
Told in Brief.

General Resume of Important Events 
Presented in Condensed Form 

for Our Busy Readers.

Floods in Northern Italy are becom
ing serious and many villages are iso
lated.

Aldrich and Lodge intimate that 
they are willing to revise the tariff 
piecemeal.

Representative Tawney, of Minne
sota, may succeed Ballinger as secre
tary of the interior.

Roosevelt announces he is in favor 
of a radical program of reform, to be 
enacted by conservatives.

Mexican rebels were routed in a 
stubborn fight in which they lost 70 
men, while the government loss was 
14, including two officers.

Dr. George Edgar Vincent, of the 
University of Chicago, has been elect
ed president of the University of Min
nesota, at a salary of $10,000 a year.

The Aero club of New York has 
challenged the Royal Aero club of Eng
land to an all-round contest for the 
aeroplane championship of the world.

Six men were drowned by the capsiz
ing of a launch on the Snohomish riv
er, Washington. The boat was being 
rocked by three drunken loggers on top 
of the cabin.

By an imperial order the ban against 
Jews in Moscow, Russia, has been re
moved.

The deficit in the Postal department 
has dwindled $11,000,000 during the 
past year.

A Missouri man has established his 
claim to a $10,000 estate by a peculi
arity in his voice.

It is announced that the Klamath 
cut-off of the Southern Pacific will be 
finished by June, 1911.

Four members of one family near 
Silverton, Or., died of black smallpox, 
and three others are seriously ill.

Moorehead, Minn., reports a temper
ature of 16 below zero, and a cold wave 
grips the Mississippi valley and the 
East.

Many settlers in Western states 
have been granted leave of absence 
from their homesteads, owing to fail
ure of crops.

The Federal court at Greensboro, N. 
C., has decided that the “white slave“ 
law is unconstitutional, as it interferes 
with state rights.

It is rumored that Carnegie is about 
to give $10,000,000 to some interna
tional organiziation, possibly the Uni
versal Peace society.

The sub-committee of the senate in
vestigating committee has reported 
Senator Lorimer entirely innocent of 
the bribery charges against him.

Mexican government forces have ar
rested a prominent woman revolution
ist, who is said to be the only woman 
in Mexico who knows the whereabouts 
of Madero.

A new $30,000 Presbyterian church 
has just been completed at Corvallis, 
Or.

A rich Kansas woman, her son and 
two hired men were beaten to death by 
robbers.

A New York hotel keeper died of 
fright resulting from being held up by 
two negro highwaymen.

Women votem in Washington are 
now worried over the fact that they 
are also subject to jury service.

The Portland Gas company has or
dered about 13,000 tons of pipe to be 
used in extending its service the com
ing year.

An Oregon man claims that inhaling 
cho fumes from an empty whiskey 
task has cured several cases of con
sumption.

After an all-day artillery duel in 
which over 200 were killed, a mutinous 
battalion of the Brasilian navy was 
subdued and captured.

A Chicago woman charges that 
grand jury secrets were divulged to the 
Brick trust by a division superintend
ent in the department of justic.

Large forces of Mexican government 
troops and revolutionists are camped 
about 40 miles apart, receiving rein
forcements and preparing for a battle.

The 4-year-oid daughter of Frank 
Petillo, of Red Bank, N. J., was re
turned to her home unharmed after 
being held by kidnapers since October 
10 last.

The census bureau announces that 
the United States flag now waves over 
101,100,000 people, while the state of 
Washington has made the most rapid 
growth in the past ten years.

The secretary of state has decided 
that this country cannot protect a man 
from military duty in his native land, 
if he should return there, even though 
he may have taken out naturalization 
papers here.

The foreman of the scaffold gang on 
a Portland skyscraper waved a salute 
to his brother, who was working on an
other skyscraper a block away, and the 
next instant stepped backward off the 
scaffold and was hurled to death on the 
pavement 120 feet below.

Mexican Rebels Beaten With Loss of 
Seventy Men.

Laredo, Tex.—Seventy Mexican rev
olutionists were killed and a small 
number wounded in battle with Feder
al troops in Cerro Prieto, state of 
Chihuahua, according to a telegram re
ceived here by Michael de Ibold, Mexi
can consul stationed at Nueva Laredo, 
from Enrique Creel, Mexican mihister 
of foreign affairs.

The Federals are said to have lost 
14 men. including two officers.

For some time a small body of al
leged revolutionists have been operat
ing in the Chihuahua district. They 
have caused the government no alarm, 
however, and the present advices re
ceived from an official source in the 
capital in all probability means the 
government has suppressed the roving 
bands that have been causing minor 
disturbances.

PEARY DEPOSITS MEDALS.

Discoverer Puts Trophies in United 
States Natural Museum.

Washington — Captain Robert E. 
Peary, discoverer of the North Pole, 
has turned over to the United States 
Natural Museum 1C gold and two sil
ver medals that have been awarded 
him. Among these are the gold med
al presented to him by the National 
Geographical society of Washington, 
for his discovery of the North Pole, 
and the gold medal of the Royal Geo
graphical society of London, presented 
to him for “Arctic ’explorations 1886- 
1909.” This medal was designed by 
Mrs. Scott, wife of the leader of the 
British South Polar expeditions.

Captain Peary also deposited in the 
natural museum the flag of hiB college 
fraternity, presented to him by his 
brothers of the Delta Kappa Epsilon 
and the peace flag given him by the 
Society of the Daughters of the Amer
ican Revolution. He carried both of 
these with him to the North Pole.-------------- i---------

Olympia Seems Doomed.
Valdez, Alaska—The chance of re

covering the cargo of the steamship 
Olympia, or saving the ship, is ex
ceedingly small, according to officers 
of the steamship Dora, which visited 
the wreck and took off the perishable 
part of the cargo, including meats. 
The Dora subsequently called at Ella- 
mar and took on board United States 
District Judge Edward E. Cushman, 
Mrs. Cushman and the other women 
and children who were passengers 
on the Olympia, and brought them to 
Valdez.

Garment Strike Still On.
Chicago—A plan for the settlement 

of the garment workers’ strike, sub
mitted by one of the big firms and ap
proved by the Chicago Federation of 
Labor, was not accepted by the strik
ers. The arbitration plan was not sub
mitted to all the strikers as had been 
planned, only a small portion voting.

Members of the Order of Railroad 
Telegraphers announce that the threat
ened strike on the Philadelphia & Read
ing railroad has been declared off.

Italy Floods Menacing.
Rome—So serious have the floods 

become, particularly’in the Northern 
part of Italy, through the increased 
rains, that the king has expressed his 
intention to visit the inundated dis
tricts and thereby give encouragement 
to the inhabitants. Grave damage is 
reported from all quarters. Many vil
lages are practically isolated 'and pro
visions are being carried to the people 
by boats. Hundreds of soldiers and 
private citizens are engaged in the 
work of aiding sufferers.

Fire Engines Go 30 Miles.
Louisville, Ky.—Fire which started 

in the Radcliffe-Overstreet general 
store, at La Grange, Ky., 30 miles 
from here, threatens to destroy an en
tire block. Fire apparatus is being 
rushed to La Grange from Louisville.

ROOSEVELT SPEAKS.

Addresses Chamber of Commerce 
on Radical Reforms.

New Haven, Conn.—In the first pub
lic address he has delivered since the 
recent election, Colonel Roosevelt de
clared at the annual banquet of the 
chamebr of commerce here that he was 
a radical who “moat earenstly desired 
to see a radical program carried out by 
conservatives.”

He wanted to see great reforms car
ried out not by the men who will profit 
by them, but by the men who will lose 
by them, he said. He wanted men to 
have a fair start in the race, he de
clared, another time; he did not want 
the slow man to win.

Colonel Roosevelt was greeted cor
dially by a gathering of 600 represen
tatives of the business and commercial 
interests and the professions of the 
state

The banquet had more than ordinary 
significance through the presence of 
the guest, who recently was in contro
versy with Judge Simeon E. Baldwin, 
governor-elect, who had been invited 
to attend. Judge Baldwin was not 
present and the place assigned to him 
at the guests’ table bore mute evi
dence of his absence.

Colonel Roosevelt was escorted from 
New York by a committee of the 
chamber, and upon his arrival at the 
station a large and enthusiastic crowd 
was waiting. With a wave of his 
hand the colonel acknowledged their 
greeting, and with a hearty laugh and 
happy remark to those who reached 
forth to shake his hand he edged his 
way through the crowd to an automo
bile. Colonel Roosevelt was driven to 
the home of Colonel I. M. Ullman, 
president of the chamber of commerce, 
where friendB were waiting to greet 
him. From there, later, he went to 
the banquet hall.

84 SLAIN IN BATTLE.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AND
PROGRESS OF OUR HOME STATE

THRESHERMEN TO PORTLAND.

Good Roads One of Important Top
ics of Convention.

La Grande—The selection of Port
land as the next meeting place, hear
ing a message from Judge Webster 
pertaining to. a good roads provision 
to be brought before the legislature, 
and framing a law which will be placed 
before the legislature regulating the 
transportation of traction engines, con
stituted the principal features of the 
State Threshermen’s convention. A 
bill is being drafted for introduction to 
the rext legislature by the central 
board State Good roads association, 
containing four salient features, was 
read and explained by Judge Webster. 
The threshermen gave unqualified sup
port to it later. It embodies the ap
pointment of three men to name a 
highway commissioner for the state, 
who shall direct expenditure of moneys 
appropriated by counties and state to 
the amount of $20,000 from each coun
ty and $5,000 from the state for each 
county. It includes a bill providing 
for bonding state and counties to that 
effect; it provides for maintenance, 
state prison labor on roads and for the 
working of prisoners in incorporated 
cities and county roads.

The plan was explained in detail, and 
adopted. The Iowa traction engine 
law, Baid to be a model of its kind, 
will be copied in the bill to be pre
sented by the Oregon threshermen. It 
provides for the blowing of whilstes at 
stated times, stopping the engine 
when passing teams, and above all, 
repeals all present laws and substitutes 
this one. The chief point in the new 
bill is that after December 1, 1911, 
bridges shall be built so securely that 
no bridges will have to be planked 
while engines are crossing. This gives 
the county courts over a year to per
fect their bridges. Until that date, 
bridges must be planked as now.

The Portland meeting will be held on 
Friday and Saturday preceding the 
Rose Festival.

LARGE PURCHASE OF HOPS.

Grants Pass Cleaned Up—Klaber 
Takes Over 1,800 Bales.

Portland—All the hops in the Grants 
Pass section of Oregon were pur
chased by the buyers. All the lots 
were taken by one firm with the ex
ception of a lot of 224 bales that went 
to another party.

The big blocks were taken by Kla
ber, Wolf & Netter and the single lot 
by McNeff Bros. The purchases by 
the Klaber firm consisted of the Flani
gan & Cornell iot of 376 bales, C. E. 
Weston, 91 bales, Horace Moses, 90 
bales and several small lots that ag
gregated 28 bales. Besides these pur
chases Klaber, Wolf & Netter pur
chased 81 bales from Antone Cone at 
Aurora and 84 bales from Crisell Bros, 
at the same place.

McNeff Bros, purchased the DeAr- 
mond lot of 22 bales' at Grants Pass.

Klaber took 126 bales from William 
Weston at Forest Grove and 550 bales 
in the Yakima district besides perhaps 
500 bales from other local dealers.

The purchases made by Klaber are 
therefore the greatest for one day in 
the local hop market by a single firm. 
The deals indicate that brewers are 
getting rather short of supplies and 
are preparing for the next year’s brew.

All told, it is now emstimated that 
there are 5,200 bales of hops remain
ing in the hands of Oregon growers of 
the 1910 crop, 6,727 of the 1909 crop, 
426 of the 1908, 1,192 of 1907 and 1,- 
844 of 1906, a grand total of all 
growth in growers’ hands here of 15,- 
389 bales.

The price paid by Klaber, as well as 
McNeff, was not made public, but it is 
understood to be better than 13 cents 
—perhaps 13H cents.

Claim Brings $20,000.
Grants Pass—Considerable interest 

is being manifested in the mining dis
tricts of this county. A big deal was 
closed thia week in Iwhich a Loe An
geles capitalist purchased a placer 
claim for $20,000 from R. A. Dean 
and H. A. Corliss. Considerable ma
chinery will be installed this winter 
for operation purposes.

In the Waldo district. New York 
capitalists have ¡entered the field and 
have succeeded in taking over the 
Deep Gravel and the Simmons-Camer
on mines. The new concern is incor
porated under the name of the Waldo 
Consolidated company, with a capital 
stock of $2,000,000, half of which ‘was 
spent in purchasing mining interests 
and improvements. O. A. Turner, of 
Broadway N. Y„ is at^the head of the 
organization.

Hear Good Roads Lecture.
La Grande—Threshermen in conven

tion here listened to a good roads lec
ture by Lionel Webster, the Portland 
attorney. The line of legislation which 
the good roads people will present was 
explained in detail, and it is believed 
the threshermen will support the line 
of amendments which the >tate roads 
people wanL The legislative commit
tee of. the threshermen went on record 
as ¡¡opposed to the proposed bridge 
planking laws.

Grants Pass School to Be Modern
Grants Pass—The board of school 

directors of this city have decided to 
equip the new high school building 
with the beat of furniture. The con- i 
tract has been let to an Eastern firm 
for 200 pupils* and ten teachers' desks. 
The assembly room will be provided 
with 100 solid oak extension-arm lee-1 
ture chairs.

STATE TO USE ONE SCHOOL.

Three of the Four Normals Will Re
main Cloeed.

There will probably be no state nor
mal school next year except at Mon
mouth, the institution provided by an 
initiative measure at the recent elec
tion. This is the opinion of W. B. 
Ayer, a member of the board of regents 
for the state normal schools. The 
schools at Drain, Ashland and Weston 
will remain idle unless the legislature 
makes provision for their mainte
nance, which is regarded as unlikely 
by those close to the situation.

The board of regents is composed of 
the governor, secretary of state, super
intendent of public instruction; E. E. 
Bragg, of Union county; C. E. Spence, 
head of the State Grange; Stephen 
Newel), of Grants Paas; Henry J. 
Maier, of The Dalles; E. Hofer, of 
Salem, and C. L. Starr, of Salem. 
The governor is chairman of the board. 
A meeting will probably not be called 
until the latter part of January, when 
incoming officers who will have charge 
of the schools may be present.

‘•Undoubtedly the normal school at 
Monmouth will be the only one main
tained next year,” said Mr. Ayer, “as 
the legislature made no appropriation 
for other schools. The board of re
gents has no power to dispose of nor
mal school property, and I suppose the 
schools at Drain, Ashland and Weston 
will ^remain idle. The meeting of the 
board is subject to call of the chair
man. I do not think it would be ad
visable to call a meeting until some
time in January, when all the mem
bers, who will have direct supervision 
of the normal schools, will be present.

“A meeting in January would also 
be to advantage, as the legislature will 
then be in session, and the board would 
go before that body w.ith matter per
taining to the various institutions.”

Oxford Accepts Papers.
University of Oregon, Eugene — 

Word has come from Oxford uni
versity, Oxford, England, that the ex
aminers’ board was satisfied with the 
Cecil Rhodes scholarship examination 
papers presented by Dean Collins and 
William E. S. John, of the University 
of Oregon, and Henry R. Bowler and 
Carroll H. Wooddy, of McMinnville 
college. The examinations were held 
in Eugene in October and included Lat
in, arithmetic and higher mathematics.

Four Postmasters Named.
Washington—Postmasters were ap

pointed as follows: Barlow, Clacka
mas county, James M. Erickson; Cove, 
Union county, Helen M. Ramsdell; 
New Pine Creek, Lake county, Henry 
Nendt, Jr.; Willamina, Yamhill coun
ty, Ora Godsey.

PORTLAND MARKETS.

Wheat — Track prices: Bluestem, 
84c; club, 82c; red Russian, 80c; val
ley, 82c; forty-fold, 83c.

Barley—Feed, $22 per ton; brewing, 
$23.

Millstuffs—Bran, $24(325 per ton; 
middlings, $29(/£31; shorts, $25.50@26; 
roiled barley, $24.50(3)25.50.

Hay—Track prices: Timothy, Wil
lamette valley, $2061.22 per ton; East
ern Oregon, $23(3)24; alfalfa, $14(3)15; 
grain hay, $14.50(3)15.50; clover, $13@ 
14.

Corn—Whole, $29; cracked, $30 ton. 
Oats — No. 1 white, $27.50(0)28.50. 
Poultry—Hens, 15c pound; springs, 

14Hc; ducks, white, 16(317c; geese, 
12c; turkeys, live, 20c; dressed, 22(3 
23c; squabs, $2 per dozen.

Eggs—Oregon ranch, candled, 45c 
per dozen; Eastern, Aprils, 32c; East
ern fresh, 38c.

Butter—City creamery, solid pack, 
37c per pound; butter fat, 35@37c; 
Eastern, 31@34c.

Pork—Fancy, 10(3 lie per pound.
Veal—Fancy, 85 to 125 pounds, 12H 

@13Hc per pound.
Apples—King, 40(3)75c per box; 

Wolf river, 75c(3$l; Waxen, 75c@$l; 
Baldwin, 75c(3$1.25; Northern Spy, 
75c@$1.25; Snow, $1.25(3)1.50; Spitz- 
enbergs, $1.25(1/2; Winter Banana, 
$1.75(3)3.50,

Green Fruits—Pears, $1.25(32 per 
x; grapes, $1(3)1.35; cranberries,

$10.50(311 per barrel.
Vegetables — Beans, 10(31 lc per 

pound; cabbage, $1(31.25 per hundred; 
cauliflower, $2(3'2.25 per crate; celery, 
California, $3(3)3.25 per crate; pump
kins, 1(3)1 He per pound; sprouts, 7 
(38c; squash, 1(3)1 He; tomatoes, $1.25 
per box; carrots, $1(31.25 per hundred; 
parsnips, $1(31.25; turnips, $1; beets, 
$1.25(^1.50.

Potatoes—Oregon, $1.25 hundred.
Onions—Oregon, jobbing price, $1.40 

@1.50 per hundred.
Cattle—Prime steers, $5.75(3)6; good 

to choice, $5.25(35.75; fair to good, 
$4.75(3)5.25; common, $4(3)4.50; choice 
to prime cows, $4.75(35; good to 
choice, beef cows. $4.25(3)4.75; fair to 
good, $3.75(34.25; common to fair, $2 
(33.50; good to choice heifers, $4.75(3 
5; fair to good, $4.50(3)4.75; common 
to fair, $4(>i4.25; choice to good fat 
bulls, $46(4.25; fair to good, $3.50(3)4; 
common, $2,506(3.50; good choice light 
calves, $7(37.50; fair to good, $6.50(3 
7; good to choice heavy calves, $5.2561 
6; fair to good, $4.75(35.25; common, 
$3.75(3)4.75; good to choice stags, 
$4.50(35; fair to good, $4(34.50.

Hogs — Choice. $7.75(38; good to 
choice, $7.50@7.75.

Sheep—Yearling wethers, grain fed, 
$4.75(35; old, grain fed, $4.25(34.50; 
choice ewes, grain fed, 3.75(34; good 
to choice, grain fed, $3.25(33.75; feed 
ers, $2.25(33; choice lambs, grain fed, 
$5.75(36; good to choice, grain fed, 
$5.75(36; poor lambs, $4.95(35.

Hay fed sheep and lambs 50c lower 
than grain fed.

HOME RULE FOR IRELAND.

If Liberals Win in England, Irish 
Dream Is Realized.

Liverpool, Eng. — Premier Asquith 
has pronounced home rule for Ireland 
the leading issue in the present cam
paign. This momentous pronounce
ment was made in a small schoolhouse 
of a remote village in Scotland but al
ready it has stirred the whole British 
Islands and eclipsed all other issues in 
the fight.

The pronouncement was made in 
answer to a “heckler” as the typical 
disturber of British political meetings 
is called.

“Is it the truth,” asked this heckler, 
“that, if the Liberal government is re
turned to power in this election, it will 
give Ireland a measure of home rule?”

“My reply,” said Asquith, “is, ‘it 
is.’ ”

Though Redmond was well aware 
that it was Asquith’s intentionl to give 
Irish home rule an immediate chance, 
the carpers and factionists in Ireland 
have been insisting that Asquith was a 
trickster and that Redmond was his 
dupe. But even the Dublin Independ
ent, chief supporter of the Healy fac
tion, confesses that Asquith’s confes
sion leaves no more to be said, and is 
entirely satisfactory.

Landis Merciful to Youth.
Chicago—Boles Kaktovich, 17 years 

old, who confessed to stealing $2 from 
a registered letter, will not be sen
tenced until after the Christmas holi
days. “I can’t sentence this boy 
now,” said Judge Landis, in the Uni
ted States court, after giving the case 
consideration. “I can’t do it. Christ
mas is coming on and he has four little 
brothers and sisters at home. I shall 
allow him to remain with them until 
after Christmas. Let him come here 
again on January 9 and I’ll see what 
I will do then.”

Oil Men Criticise Idea.
Loa Angeles—Secretary Ballinger’s 

recommendation that the state regulate 
the price of crude oil is being criti
cised and declared impossible by some 
of the oil men. “We might just as 
well have a committee to regulate the 
price of wheat, beans and other com
modities,” said S. C. Graham. “If we 
can procure a proper disposition of the 
oil lands and of the petroleum produced 
from these lands, we can safely permit 
competition to determine the price.”

John D. to Be Santa Claus.
Tarrytown, N. Y.—John D. Rocke

feller is to be Santa Claus th;a year 
for Tarrytown children. Cards were 
distributed all over the village an
nouncing that all children who are 
members of the Supday school of Mr. 
Rockefeller’s church, the First Bap
tist, will receive a Christmas stocking 
fall of goodies.

ENGINEERS VOTE TO STRIKE.

If Demands Are Refused, Clash May 
Be Greatest in History.

Chicago—Warren S. Stone, grand 
chief of the Brotherhood of Locomo- 
tive'Engineers, and four of his assist
anta spent Saturday canvassing the re
cent strike vote taken by the men on 
the Western railroads.

Mr. Stone estimated that 96 per cent 
of the enginemen favored a strike. 
The next move, according to Mr. 
Stone, is with the railroads.

The railroads affected in the present 
controversy are those extending west 
from Chicago, and if the engineers 
strike the Eastern roads will not be 
drawn into the controvresy. There is 
always a chance, however, of a sym
pathetic strike, and in that event the 
Eastern engineers would join the strik
ers. Switching service in the Chicago 
yards would be brought to a standstill.

Sixty-one railroads will be affected 
if the engineers vote to strike and 
their terms are not accepetd by the 
managers. The number of enginemen 
employed on these roads is 33,700. The 
lines represent 136,000 miles of road, 
or 53 per cent of the total mileage of 
the country.

This vote is the first that has ever 
been ordered by the Brotherhood of 
Engineers on a general scale and it is 
the first of any kind to be taken since 
the strike on the Burlington in 1888.

"Our brotherhood is known through
out the country for its conservatism,” 
said Grand Chief Stone, “and when 
we take a strike vote it means some
thing. The managers tried to take ad
vantagel of us because we have not 
been inclined to strike in the past. 
We have done our best to maintain 
harmony, and have even made conces
sions that our men would not be wil
ling to accept. If it comes to a 
strike, which now seems likely, we 
will tie up every road west of Chi
cago.”

AfteW months of negotiations the 
demands of the engineers now are 
some 7 per cent higher than the rail
road managers are willing to grant. 
If the demands are not acceded to a 
strike that will close the throttle of 
every railroad locomotive west, south 
and north of Chicago may be called 
within five hours, it was intimated.

STEAMER ASHORE 
ON ALASKA COAST

Conditions on Coast.
O. R. & N. Co., $4.40 to $5.20 for 

a run of 100 miles or less, to be com
pleted in 10 hours or less.

Southern Pacific, $3.75 to $5.17 for a 
run of 100 miles or less, to be com
pleted in 8 hours or less.

Overtime, pro rata.
General increase requested 15 per 

cent.
Number of engineers affected 425.

Liner With 106 Persons Aboard 
Pounding to Pieces.

Wireless Calls for Help, Then Alt 
Is Silent—Storm is Raging 

Along Coast.

Cordova Alaska, Dec. 13. — The 
Alaska Steamship company’s steamer 
Olympia, with 106 persons aboard, is 
ashore on Bligh island. Prince William 
sound. A furious storm is raging.

No word has been received from the 
wireless operator on the Olympia since 
this morning, and grave fears are en
tertained for the safety of those on the 
wrecked vessel.

There are 52 passengers aboard the 
Olympia. Most of them boarded the 
vessel here last night. Among those 
who sailed from here for Valdez and 
Seward are United' States District 
Judge Cushman, Mrs. Cushman and 
members of the Third District court, 
who are on their way to Valdez, where 
court convenes tomorrow. The crew 
of the Olympia consists of 54 officers 
and men. Captain J. Daniels being in 
command.

The Olympia sailed from Cordova at 
6 o’clock last night, having arrived 
from Seattle earlier in the day. Al
though the night was clear and a full 
moon shed a bright light, navigation 
was made dangerous by a 50-mi)e gale 
which was blowing from the north. 
Between 12 and 1 o’clock this morning 
the operator on duty at the navy wire
less station picked up the distress sig
nal of the Olympia. He answered at 
once. Operator Hayes, on the Olym
pia, then sent an urgent appeal for 
help, saying that the Olympia had 
struck on Bligh island and was in an 
exposed position. Heavy seas were 
breaking over her, making the position 
of those on board all the more perilous.

The message from the Olympia was 
received with difficulty. The men in 
charge of the naval wireless station 
express the opinion that the grounding 
of the vessel had in some way caused a 
short circuit which interfered with the 
sending of the wireless messages from 
the steamer.

For several hours this morning the 
naval operator was unable to get any 
response to his calls to the Olympia 
and it was feared that the vessel had 
gone down with all on board. The 
operator continued his efforts and at 
10 o’clock was rewarded by again re
ceiving a faint call from Operator 
Hayes on the helpless vessel. Hays 
said that the storm was continuing 
with unabated fury. The Olympia was 
being tossed about by the pounding 
waves, grinding her sides against the 
rocks that held her prisoner. This 
constant pounding of the steamer 
made it almost impossible to operate 
the wireless.

The operator said the passengers and 
crew are still hopeful that help will 
come before the ship goes to pieces. 
Huge waves continue to break over her 
and the situation of the passengers is 
extremely serious.

UNCLE SAM SECOND.

Great (¡Britain Still Leads World’s 
Naval Powers.

Washington — The United States 
closes another year in second place 
among the world’s naval powers. The 
great navy building race between Ger
many and Great Britain has not 
brought the former country up to the 
United States in the number of battle
ships afloat, but in ships projected and 
in the total number of war vessels of 
ail kinds, Germany will crowd the 
United States to third pace.

These facts are shown in the new 
navy year book perpared by Puttman 
Pulsifer, clerk to the senate committee 
on naval affairs, and soon to be issued 
by the government printing office.

Willard Flies 56 Miles.
Los Angeles—Under perilous weath

er conditions, marked with shifting, 
smoke holding and freak air currents, 
Charles Willard made a most success
ful flight in an areoplane over the cit
ies of Los Angeles and Pasadena Sat
urday, traveling a total distance of 55 
miles. In his fight he circled over the 
business district of Los Angeles, and 
then passed over to Pasadena and re
turned to his starting place at the out
skirts of Los Angeles. His fight was 
witnessed by thousands of persons 
from the tops of buildings and streets.

China Plans New Coinage.
Peking, China—If the latest imper

ial decree is carried out as expected, 
China will have a vastly improved 
coinage system, with coins comparing 
with the American dollar, half dollar, 
quarter, dime, nickel and cent, and ad
ditional coins worth, approximately, 
two cents, five mills and one mill. The 
standard will be silver, and the unit of 
the national currency will be the 
“yuan,” which corresponds to the 
American dollar, its value being $1,008.

Sledding Bad for Peary.
Washington — Representative Ma

con, of Arkansas, threatens trouble for 
Captain R. E. Peary, Arctic explorer, 
when the question of making him rear 
admiral comes up in the house. Macon 
is a member of the naval affairs com
mittee. He contends there is no more 
proof that Peary discovered the pole 
than Dr. Cook had to prove his asser
tions. He threatens to fight the bill 
to the last ditch.
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