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CHAPTER XVII—{(Continued.)

He decided to go direct to Dameron
and speak to him of the defect In the
deed, mors from curlosity as to whitt
the old man would say than with any
ldea of helping the situntion on His
purt, considered professlonnlly or per-
eonally: hut he justified himsel? (a
the score of the old relatlonship be-
tween Carr and Dameron.  Carrf was
out of reach; Leighton did not even
know his exact nddress at this time,
And there was old Rodney Merriam,
his best friend, and there was Zelda!

Dameron sat at his Jesk with & mass
of papers before him as Lelghton en-
tered. The old man wore a sarious alr,
to which the muss of papers contrib-
uted. A purzled look erossed his face
28 he ralsged his eves and regarded
Lelghton dreamlly. Then suddenly, «s
though Jjust recalling  Leighton, he
emiled and rose from his chalr,

"My dear Mr. Leighton, this 13 a rars
honor; I am dellghited to see you, sir”

He had never greeted Lelghton so
cordlally before.

“Pardon: me Mr, Dameron, T havs
eome on an Impertlnent errand.”

"I ean't Imagine It," suid the old man,
Eraclously

“But T do so on the score of your old
friendship with Mr. Carr. He is absent
or 1 should have referred the sublect

© of my errand to him. You undoubtedly
have your own counsel—in Mr. Carr's
absence.™

“Myself! I have enjoyved Mr, Carr's
advice through so many years that I
feel I have w fatr knowledge of the lnw.
We have both"—and he Indlcated Mor-
ris by a gesture—"we have both en-

Joyed the Instructlon of an excellent
preceptor,” and he bowed over his
bands. “Well, sir!"

“I have just happened to learn of a
deed given by you te the Patoka Land
and Improvement Company for a block
of lots lylng south of town, Of courss,
it Is a pure oversight, but you neglec:-
ed to get an order of court approving
the sale. I thought I would mention it
to you. It is a sale of some Import-
ance. And now I am sure you will
pardon me.”

Morrls turned towdard the door, but

the old man rose and extended his
hand.
* “Ah™ he Legan, with a droll alr uf
coquetry, “we have had the same pre-
ceptor! You have a caplal eye, Mr.
Leighton. [ quite admire It in you;
and I thank you. I am awnre of the
provision you indicate, But I have pro-
vided for It. The judge Is away from
home just now and the gentlemen to
whom I have sold were anxious to get
title without delay. It doesn't look
quite reguler, T admit My duties us
trustee are nesrly at an end. Only a
few duys more of responsibllity. Wa
will make a new deed If necessary—
but the purchaser will he protected. We
are all—all honorable men!"

*Very good, sir; 1 am sorry to have
disturbed you"—and Lelghton went out
Dameron's manner had been odd: tha
old man had frequently spoken to him
at home, but usually with cold formal-
ity; but his greeting a moment before
had been with exuberant cordiality.
Morris had never qulte mads Dumeron
out, and he was not satisfled with an
explanation that the pogrest lawyer at
the Marlona bar would reject Instantly.
And the ald man had dellberately lled
about the absence of the judge of the
court, whom Morrie had seen but o few
bhours hefore.

The bulible that Ezra Dameran’ hal
blown upon the alr swas near the end
of its perilous voyiuzge. His dream Of
corn at & dellar & boshel—a dream
wrought of the fillmtest shadows—was

dispelled. The dunger of a great de-
firuction of corn LY nild-September
frosts had passed. A member of the
Chicago firm of lhrokers through whom
hae had been trading, had called that
day, hoving pald & visit to Mariona
merely to see whot manner aof man it
was who had east moneéy upon the
waters 5o prodigally, maintalnlng a

fantastic dream of values at the ex-
pense of a amall fortune,

Lelghton's call had made Dameron
uneasy. He had squandered his own
property months before; and now Zei-
fa's estnte was largely dissipated; and
he faced the necessity of rendering ay
gecount of his stewardshlp within a
few  hours, Leighton undoubtediy
knew something of the transactions by
which the real estate held by Ezra
Dameron, trustee, had bean sold; and If
Lelghton knew, then Rodney Merriam,
who was at home agaln, would un-
doubtedly know ut once, He must save
himself; a plan had formed In his mind
by which he could hide his duplleity
and put off for & year—perhaps forever
«—the fact that the greater part of Zal-
da's property was gone. Bul first he
must get into his own hands the op-
tion he had glven Balcomb for the
gale of the creek strip. The sale had
pung fire unexpectediy; hut he rejolcad
that this property had been saved un-
til the last; he firmly belleved that he
phould ultimately bring back to the
empty treasury the money he had
thrown away; but while he walted he
must study more minutely the condl-
tions thal created prices. In a short
while, all would be well ngain; but he
gnust retain his hald upon what re-
mained of Zelda's property. Capltal
would be necessary for his fulure op-
erations. Tha creek sirip must be
saved and held for a greater price than
the option carried. He sent at once for
Balcomb, who came In looking a trifie
annoyed.

=1 wish you wouldn't sent for me at
the busiest hour of my buslest duy
Mr. Dameron. [ suppose you want to
Bnow about tha purchase of the creek
gtrip. Well, we're not quite ready fto
close it to-day. That's a blg schem=
and all our money lsn't paid In yet"

~Then the option—I must have bark
the option at onoe” And the old man
spoke In & peremptory tons that was in
muarked contrast with the mildiy In-
aistent pote he had of jate bean using.

“Not at all, sir. That is a thirty-day
eption and has ten days longer to run.”

“To be surs; but the trust expires to-
-omw;lhu!mn;hllobl.ndt‘h-
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estate beyond my trusteeship, To-
morrow s my daughter's birthday. My
ndministration of her affairs 18 ended.
I musat trouble you to glve me the pa-
per.”

“Not mueh, I won't! We've been de-
Inyed for a few days: but you'va got
to oarry out the deal. That was part
of the eonslderntion when we took your
lots; and moreover you accepted mon-
ey on the optlion. The truateeship
doesn't cut any lee. Of course, your
daughter s morally, If mnot legully,
bound Ly your ncts. I can't stop any
longer, Bafore the 10th of October we'll
be ready to closs, and meanwhile you'll
plensa be good enough to remember
that approval of the sale of those lots.
Some of these people we're selling to
may be sllly enough to have the title
looked Into—and I don't want any non-
sense about It You remember I fixed
all that with my company (o please
You—merely to get that option. My
own hands are clean, you understand,
If anything happens. Good day, Mr.
Dameron.”

“But walt—I can't do it; I must
have that option—" hegan Dameron,
and there was a pltiful whine In his
volce; but Balcomb went out and
glammed the door.

J. Arthur Balcomb had enjoyed a
suvoessful year. Things were running
smoothly with him; he had no doubt
in the world that he could enforce his
option on the creek strip of land
whenever he wished. He knew Zelda
Dameron, and he was quite convinced
that she was not a glrl to avold obliga-
tlons Incurred by her father.

CHAPTER XVIIL

Morrla expected Rodney Merrlam to
manifest wrath and Indignation &t the
recital of Ezra Dameron's {ll-doing,
but the old gentleman in Beminary
Sqguare llstened In sllence, and at the
end asked:

“Well, what are we golng to do
about L7

“That's the rub—there's not much
of anything that you ecan do, The trust
Is & wide-open thing. He lan't requlr-
ed to report to anybody and he glves
no bond; but he must get the court's
approvil before he sells anything; and
then he must relnvest the money In
other realty, It Is significant that he
has been selling at desperate prices
toward the end of his trusteeship. Ha
must be hard up.

Merflam had never spoken of his
brother-in-law to Lelghton except In
terms of respect, and he hesliated
now,

“My sister's Idea 4n making that
will” he began, quietly, “was to deal
generously with a blackguard. It was
her pride. She had made a mlstake"

He paused and the blood rushed to
his face, He was checking hisy wrath
with difficulty.

"He had rulnéd her life.
all opposed to her marrylng Esra
Dameron; but she was not a child.
but & grown woman. She left her prop-
erty to Zelda through him: and she
woulin't admit to the rest of us, even
at the end. that she did not trust him.
She doubtless thought his avarlce
would protect her child.”

“As near as I can make out, all the
property that Mr, Dameron will be
able to turn over to his daughter will
be the farm out here and the old home-
stead and the creek property. He sold
the Dameron Hlock about twe months
ago. He has sold the origlnal holdings
and he has not Lought any other real
property with the money, as the will
provided. There ls, you know, no pen-
alty for a non-performance of the ob-
ligntions of the trust. His needs have
undoubtedly grown qulte recently, for
he has been doing business with Bal-
comb—rfooling away the property.
Mavbe he's Insane!”

“pion't he a fopl; he's sane enough;
he's a thief, that's ali!" declared Roil-
ney, lrnselbly.

“If Miss Dameron wizshed to take
advantage of her rights she might have
this last sale set uslfe. I will under-
take to do that.”

“And a nice lot of publicity we't gat
out of It, too. Nou sir, we won't do
that sort of busineas, My famlly has
llved In this town & good many years;
and some of us have Leen fools, and
some of us have falled; but Zelda haws
the right key. She's pitched It pretty
high; but we'll keep It at the same
note, If we can. How much did he
get for those lota?"

“Twenty thousand dollars; but no
doubt my frlend Balcomb kept a hand-
some commlssion. Tl rather enjoy
settling with him."

*Ha's one of the jewels produced by
our college, tsn't he?"

“He was the bright particular star
of my class. He was well fitted by na-
ture to be a elerk In a rural general
stores, or more Ilkely, a barker for a
circus side-show or the advance agent
for a hair tonle, His education ruined
him. He has the smooth facility of
the superficlal mind—even showad
some lltetary gift, and wrote the best
essays In the clasa.™

“l know the type. A short horse,
ston curried.”

“T'here's the optlion on that plecs of
ground out on the creek. It might pos-
sibly be binding on Miss Dameron after
the trusteeship has been closed. Bal-
comb's pretty smooth, and if the old
min {8 {n straits, you can't tell what
he'll do™

“Let him blow it all In, Morris. 1
shall be disappolnted Is there's a cent
left. He can have the monsy. [ want
the girl”

“Haleomb Is undoulitedly swindling
his aasoclates In the land company;
they are guite likely to squeal. Bal-
comb wouldn't hesltate about throwing
the blume for any Irregularity on Dam-
eroa”

"Lt him do 1L
for Dameron!™

“But I thought you wanted to avold
a scandal, for Miss Dameron's sake—
for all your sakea. T want to do tha
best thing and (he right thing You
pre not anxious for publicity.”

“Most certalniy not™

“We've got to approach Mlss Degtoer-

We were

What 4o we care

| on, and tell her the whols matter, Tt
la not a pleasant thing to do, bat if
we get her help—if that should weem
the best way——"

They were deeply angrossed and did
not hear the bell or the servant open-
ing the front door,

“Uncie Rodney!™

Both men sprang to thelr foot. Zel-
da stood In the lbrary door.

“Gilad to see you, Zee,” sald her un«
ele, quletly,

She looked from one to the other and
nodded te Morris,

"You don't look so awfully glad, I
must say, If I've come ln upon a con=
spiracy I'll take myself off. The gloom
here I8 8o thick you could grow mush-
rooma In 16"

‘T'm glad you happened In, Ees,
Thera's something I wish to speak to
vou about. We may aa well disouss it
now; and it It's asreeable to you, I
should ke Mr. Leighton to stay. It's
& legal matter that we may want him
to advise us abour™

*You have a serlous alr. 1 heve you
haven't been breaking any laws, you

two, Certainly, Mr., Lelghton may
atay."”

"8It down, Morris," snid Merrlam, de-
lberately,

Zelda hnd taken a chalir In the corner
away from the smoldering fire, and
Marriam found the chalr that he lked
least, with an unformed ldea that such
self«-Immolation fitted him better for
an unpleasant task. He did not begin
immediately, and while he collected hin
thoughts Zelda watched him with
amusement

“If you knew how funny you look,
Unele Rodney, I'm sura you'd laugh.
And you seem a lttle ultra-serious,
too, Mr. Lelghton. Please, uncle, don't
gcold mel™

“Yea. Yes, to be sure” sald Mer-
riam, absent-mindedly, and Leighton
rnd Zelds exchanged a smile. *T want
to speak to you about your property.
There are aome things conneet with
your affalrs that you must know.

“But father attends to everyvthing—
you'll certalnly waste your talents on
me. Do let us talk of something cheer-
ful.™

“You know that your property, what
your mother had pnd wished to give to
vou, was left In trust. Your father Is
the frustee."

“Yes, I know that."

*“Your father's powers have been ab-
solute. He 18 not required to to give
an accounting to any_ one—excopt, nf
courge, to you, when he turns over the
property on your birthday—that 1s, to-
morrow.”

“Yes, I helleve to-morrow Is the first
of October. 1 understand perfeclly
that mother wished me to know that
she trusted father—as she expected me
to trust him. That ls all very simpla®

“Bverything was left to your father'a
discretion, but there were a few minor
requirements. In case he should sell
reil estate, he was to get the approval
of the court; and he was to buy other
real estate with whatever he realized.”

“That's probably Important, but not
amusing., 1 really dropped In to ask
what vou were golng to give me feor
my birthday. I'm almost sorry 1 came™

“Your father haa sold some of the
real estate——"

“0Of course. You escape a lot of trou-
ble by not having real estate, so father
says—taxes and all that But onde
more, pardon me!"™

The color was dylng out of her face
and she twisted her fingers nervously.
Her heart was beating flercely. It had
come at last—this hour In which she
must facé an attack upon her father.
She had known that It would come, and
she knew that she should meet [t It
angered her that the terms her uncle
used were unfamillar. Law and busi.
ness were unknown worlds to her, She
agnlin followed her uncle's reeital ecloge-
ly; he wae speaking with a sharp pra.
¢islon that he had never used before
in talking to her.

“Your father haa s0ld a great deal of
your property,' he repeated; “and It
appears that through neglect”—he hes-
itated—"or forgetfulness, the court's
approval was not secured In at least
one case, Of course, this can be cor-
rected.”

(To be continued.)

TOO CONSPICUOUS IN COLOR.

United States Wil No Longer Huve
Grny Horses in Its Cavalry.

The gray charger, long an lnsplra-
tlon for the poets of chivalry, Is now
pasge. So sny the high officlals of the
war department who look after the
purchase of horses for the United
States cavalry.

He maey be Just ms vigorous, intellf-
gent and falthful as hls brothers of
another color, but he's too conspien.
ous, they tell us, too apt to get his
$200 nide filled with lead. So he has
to go. Horsemen of the National
stock yards can no longer =all grays
to the government, which they malin-
tain {a bad business all around.

Uncle Sam formerly owned $240,000
worth of horses of this color, One
troop In every regiment was known
as the "Gray Troop.” Dut on [nves-
tigation the department declded that
go much money In llving targets was
a bad Investment, for In these days
of high-power rifles " the gray troop
would be a shining mark for the In-
tantry of the ememy before the bays
and blacks and browns and sorrels
could get close enough to be distin-
guished from the scenery.

Curing a Cramp,

Iz it In the leg? Does it come In
the night? It may be easlly relleved.
Simply have a good strong cord. Then
you are ready for the cramp. When it
comes wind the cord around the place
Wind it rather tight, then give each
end a sharp pull. That will relleve the
eramp, which will not ~ome on again
the same night. For a permanont cure
of these spasms one should go to a
physiclan—Philadeiphla Record,

Restloss Royalty,

“Before thelr marriage he sald ahe
should be treated llke m queen™

“Well,” answered Mlss Cayenne, “he
has kept his word after a fashion. His
houschold Is very llke one of those
iittle European monarchies”

When & girl marries In haste It's
sometimes her last chance

TWO DAINTY COSTUMES

USLIN DRESS.—This dress
{8 in printed muslin with
pule blue ground; the sim.

acw appiques and edged with Valen-
slennes laoce,

The two flounces on akirt are trim-
med with larger appligues. The ful-
ness of skirt s drawn In above the
flounces with a band of very wide
tibbon arranged in a large bow at left
sde of front

Hat of fancy straw trimmed with
rihbon,

ple lttle bodice has a I’
square yoke trimmed with

‘

Muterfals required: 8 yards muslin
80 inches wide, lace appligues nccord-
ing to slze, 2 yards lace, 3 yards rib.
bon.

When You
Take Cold

One way is to pay no attention
to it; at least not until it de-
velops into pneumonia, or

bronchitis, or pleurisy. An-
other way is to ask your doc-
tor about Ayer’s Cherry Pec-
toral, If he says, * The best
thing for colds,” then take it.
Do as he says, anyway.

We publish our forinulas

Wa banish ateohol
from our medioines

Wo urge you to
oousult your
doetor

When the bowels are constipated, poi-
sonous substances are absorbed into the
blood instead of being daily removed from
the bady as nature intended. Knowing
this danger, doctors always inquire about
the condition of the bowels, Ayer’s Pills.
il ado by the J. 0. Ayer Co., Lowsll, Masa,—=

Dr. B. E. Wright

Hnn;fmr teeth ont and plate and  bridge work
done, For out-of-town patrons we finlsh plate
und bridge work In one day U necesnury.

' 1CES

Dainty Dress—Cream delaine with
n mauve ring embroldered on it 1a se-
lected for our dainty design which,
though drawn with & hat, would be so
useful for semi-evening wear,

The skirt Iz trimmed with a deep
lace band edged at the foot with
mauve sllk about 3% Inches deep,
scalloped at the top, which also Is
edged with gllk; the material is gath-
ered hers and at the walst

The bodice has an eeffetive lace

A trimming edged with silk; the open-

Ing at front {s filled with delalne, and
the gleeves are sot to silk bands,
Hat of coarse cream straw, trimmed
with mauve bows, '
Materials required: 3 yards delalne
42 Inches wide, 4 yards lace 20 Inches
wide, 2% yards silk 22 Inches wide.

BLACK SATIN ALL THE RAGE

Shade ‘and Material Has Entirely Cap-
tured the Fancy of Devotees
of Fashilon.
Black satin has certainly captivated
Fonshion! First, with the tallored suit

| with long, graceful lines; then with

the Paguin scarf or mantle, and now
with the chie little chapeau, says the
Philadelphia Press.

While this latest millinery creaation
fs & forerunner of autumn modes,
women like it so much that they have
not delayed a minute to wear It

When n woman called It “simply
[denl” the other day she certainly hit
the mark, as It is Ideal for almost any
ooonsion, o 4

It ls a creatlon bhetween a mush-
room with high dome crown and tiny
brim—and a poke bonnet. Fashloned
in a sevare style, with soft folds of
gatin around the crown and small bow
or rosettes at the slde. And a dainty
frill of white or ecru valenclennes
must edige the brim inside to give the
necessary softness to the face. Truly
o pleturesque hat, yet practical, so
much so that a woman can take one
“as the only hat” for a week-end trip—
quite appropriate fo wear with a tal
lored sult, {deal combination with a
lingerle dress, and will be charming
for evening.

One of these hats recently seen In
London was simply trimmed with two
ostrich plumes—one at elther slde of
the front and standiog perfectly
stralght.

Parislennes are very enthuslastic
about bleck satin—and ls It any won-
der when such modes have been de
slgned for their pleasure and to &n-
hance thelr beauty?

MNewest lace vell s a charming com-
bination of black and white. This nol
only signifiea the vogue of this delight-
ful color pombination, but provides a
most charming veile for blonde or
brunette. The net or mesh part ls of
white, while the chantilly designs are
blnck.

Natural color lace vells are new,
too. These are for women, who prefer
things to match, and who wear natural
color straw hats with pongee sults or

frocks,

To Make Btockings Last.

In order to make her new stockings
{ast beyond their time, one clever
woman rubs parafiine on the heels and
toes before putting the stookings on.
They wear wonderfully under this
treatment

Another woman, who considers this
method uncomfortable (though, really,
It is not so), runs o stocking darner
{nto her new hoslery and darns [t
round and round at heel and toe with
fAne darning cotton. Done once, it
pever seemi to be needed again, and
the stockings last practically forever.

To Restoro a Faded Color.
To restore the faded color of the
childs fine bhive allk stockings, dip
them after washing into hot water In
which is dlssolved a little (not too
mooh) common blulng sand several
groall lnmpes of alum.  Those which
bave faded to mnearly white can be
simply colored In this way to do serv
foe a2 long as they will weas

FOR THE HOME DRESSMAKER

Some Ideas That It Wil Be Well to
Keep Always In the
Memeory.

Dark red linen makes a girlish
dress that can be worn with a coat or
lingerie walst. The material laun-

ders nlcely.

Some walking suits are trimmed
with pompadour ribbon on the collar,
narrow revers, cuffs and belt, the rib-
bon matching the stripe of the .ma
terial,

When altering a blouse for any rea
son it 18 8 great mistake to move the
shoulder seam to the front. A far
better plan is that of dropping it
backward Instead of forward.

Vanity bags for duncing partles are
most attractively made of dainty rib
bon, in the form of a tiny bag, which
holds powder and puff ball, while the
boiton on the outside hns a mirror,
held In place by a shirred plece of
ribbon, after first belug glued to the
rib-covered cardboard, which forms
the inside of the hag.

OF VIOLET BATISTE.

A summer gown of violet batiste of
this sort might be fashioned from one
of the many lovely robes now on sala
at emall cost. The embroldery s, of
course, In same oolor, but the lace
used I white. Finish the costume
with a white Neapolitan hat, loaded
with double violsta

Satin and Foulard,

The latest combination of material
is figured foulard and plain satin In
the predominating shade of the silk
The satin is used for the gown Iself
and the foulard In a deap hem effect
or as underskirt, for a tunle. The
foulard also forms the underaleeves
and boleros of the new seml-emplre
oastuines.
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