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CHAPTER XIL—(Continuad,)

When riding home after this inter-
esting conversation, the Mnjor could
not but admit to himeelf that Arkel
had brightened up wonderfully in his
§niellects since Arst taking charge of
the case. The mun was not brilllant,
not even clever: yet In the present In-
stance he displayed more r\-ud_lmeu of
resource than Jen woull have given
Dim eredit for. The theory of the drug-
ging was worthy of Investigation, and
the Major determined to see I any-
thing could be discoversd lkely to
support this view of the matwer. He
=till held to his bellef in Jaggard's hon-
esty, for It wns Incredible that an old
servant of thirty years' standing
should turn traitor nll at once; but he
thought It probuble) that some one
might have . taken him by surprise
and drugsed him. But as the window
was closed, the persen In  question
must have been cancedled in the room.
Hlere Jen's traln of thought became
confused.

Jaggnrd was far from the condition
of connected thought, or coherent
words. He turned and tossed upon his
poor hed with bright eyes, burning
skin, and babbling tongue. His head
was swithed In bandages, and the
housemnid who watched beside him
had frequently to replice the clothes
he tossed off in his violent movemaents;
This nurse was a sickly, dark-eyed
creature, who was swongly ottached
to Jaggard; snd it was her love for
him that made her proffer her services
to look after him, and that chalned to
his bedside, - She reported to her mas-
ter that Dr. Etwald had been that
morning and wis coming agnin in the
afternoon, but that thers was nothing
to be done until the delirlum had ex-
pended itsalf.

“Ay." thought Jen, as he stood by
the béd, “or until the min dles. If he
dles without regaining his senses, we
will never Know the truth.”

He bent down to replace the bed-
clothes which the sick man had thrown
oft, and, as he did so, 4 falnt perfume,
sickly and rich, struck his nostrils. It
sefmed (o come from the bandages at
the back of the head. and on bending
down for a closer inspection, Jen saw
that one of these was of finer linen
than the rest. The fabric was cam-
Bric, and with a start which made the
blood turn to lce in his veins, Jen real-
ized that It was a woman's handker-
chief.

“How came this here?" he asked the
housemeld, polnting to the scrap of
linen.

“Oh, that was on the first mnlght,
uir,” she hastened to explain, "It waae
put on his head when In the room

where he fell, sir, The doctor, sir
says as it ain't safe to take it awny
yet"”

A curtaln Interposed between the
head of the patient and the Hght of the
window. This Jen drew aside, and
lightly" removed the outside wrappings=
of the wound, The housemald looked
on in horror, for she did not dare (0
prevent her master from meddling, yet
she felt sure thut he was dolng wrong,
But Jen was bent upon making the
discovery a8 to whom the handkerchlef
belonged; and In a8 few minutés he had
the outside banduges removed, « and
saw the handkerchlef discplored with
dry, blood Iving over the wound., With
delt fingers he lightly touched the four
cornerg. In one of them was the ini-
tials “M. I

“M. D.!'" sald the Major to himsetf.
“Margnret Dallas, the mother of [sa-
bella. How did her handkerchief come
into the room on that night? And the
perfume

It struck his sense of smell with a
bellef that he had smelt It before,
Nothing s so0 strong to waken mem-
ory as odor, and In less than half a
minute the mind of the Major leaped
back to where he hnd smelt it before.
It was the perfume of the drled polson
of the devil-stick.

CHAPTER XIIL .

That the handkerchie! of Mrs. Dal-
las should be bound round the head of
Jaggard wus strunge, but that 1t gshould
be perfumed with the deadly scemt
which impregnated the devil-stlck was
strangoer still. Had Mrs. Dallas found
the wand of sleep? Had Mrs. Dallus
pesfumed the handkerchlef with Ite
crue! poison? Had Mrs, Dallas drug-

ged or stupefied Jaggnrd on that fatal

pleht by means of that satorated hand-
These ware

feh

the vital ques-
themselveas 1o

kerchief?
presented

the personality of Dr. Et-
¢d {tself Into the affalr,
wis Erwald who had
wound with the handkerchief In ques-

vound up

tion, and 4 fortidden It removal
he ques wik, had hies rec it
from M= ulins, or had he found it
hat nigh ¥ the slde of the Insen-
A the first, Mra. Dullum
t have perfumed It dealgnedly with
ehe polson, and Erwald, knowing that
it was a0 Impregnated, must have used
it advisedly ns 3 bandage. 1If the see-
ond, Mrs. Dallas must have heen In the
roots on Lhe night In question, mnd
Bave usad the bhandkerchie? to render
Jageurd insensilile  And In elthér cape
e the Malor very sensibly concluded,
Mrs. Dallas must Lo in possession of
the devil-stiok. Otherwise, how could
she have ottuined the deadly seent?
“And the plain concluslen af the

whole affalr,” soliloquizsed Jen, "l that
Sra Dullaz must have siolen the dev-
f-stick, must have murdered Maurice,
and must have Arugged Jaggard for
the purpase of completing her work
Ly stealing my poor Loy's body. But
ber reason T

| mnld,

That she dld not desire Maurice for
I son-in-law was an msufficient mo-
tive for the commission of a triple
erime, BShe had declined to sanction
the engagement; she had forbldden
Maurice the housw; she had ample
power to prevent the mateh which was
distasteful to her. Whky, then, with
this power, should she jeopardize Hb-
erty and life by thieving the devii-
stick, and killing the man? In hls per-
plexity, Jen sought ont David and
#8ked his opinion. The young lawyer
gave a very decided verdiet in favor of
Mrs. Dullas,

“I don't belleve that Mrs. Dallas had
anything to do with the matter,” he
sald, in a declsive voice. “She had no
motivé to commitl thegse three orimes,
cach one of which Is more terriblé than
the other, Nor, Major, do I think that
she has nerve or braln enough to de-
slgn or accomplish assassination or
theft."

‘But I assure you, David, the hand-
kerchlef Iz hers.”

“Granted; bul yvou forget that Tsa-
helin was [n the room on thait night,
She might have dropped the handker-
chief."

“Wall" sald Jen, after a pause, "That
is not improbable. But the perfume?”

“Oh' sald David, with a shrug, "wea
know thaot the scent is an Ashantee
preparation; Dido’s grandmother eame
from Ashantes, so Jt Is just probable
thdt Dido herself, knowing the secret,
might have prepared a dose of the poi-
son.” .

"Even so. Why shpuld she have per-
fumed the handkerchlef?"

“1 ecan't say, Mojor. You had better

ask her™
"I shall!™ cried Jen, starting from
his chair. “And ulso I'll ind out why

sha needed to prepare the polson at
all, In my opinlon, David, that black
Jezebel is at the bhottom of the whole
affair. She stole the devil-stick, she
prepared the polson, murdersd Mau-
rive, and stole his body.”

David retired to his room. and Jen
went off to interview Isabella pt “The
Wigwam” He walked meditatively
down to the gates, and here, on the
high-road, hls thoughts led him to &
sudden conclusion respecting the com-
Ing conversation with Miss Dallas.
Without much consideration he retrac-
ed hils steps raplédly, and sought out
David in his room. Then and there he
asked him a question which was of vi-
tal importunce,

“Dnvid,"” sald he, abruptly, “owling to
the coming of Etwald and Arkel on the
night upon which the body was stolen,
I forgot to msk you what reception
Miss Dallus met with on her return
home. Who received her?

“Mrs. Dullas. She had missed her
dnughter ,and had heen sesking for her
Ina state of terror—saurely natural un-
der the clreumstances. I found her
pacing the veranda, wondéring what
hnd become of Isabelin.”

“Pacing the verands,” echoed Jen,
thoughtfully. “Was she fully dressed?”

“Well, ves, 4 far as my memory
gerves me | think she was"

“And Dide?”

“I saw nothing, or heard nothing, of
Mdo. When 1 found Mrs. Dallas, 1
gimply performed my mission, and de-
livered Izabella Into her hands, The
poor glrl was quite distraught with
the horror of the nlght, and wns led
unresiatingls to bed by her mother.”

“My=, Dallas dressed! Dido miss-
Ing!" sald the Ma)or. "Thank you, Da-
vid, you have toald me all T want to
know,™ and, with a nod. Major Jen set
off for the second time to "“The Wig-
wim."

Fortune favored him, for on arriv-
ing within the groands of Mrs. Dallas
the Major met with Isabellr. herself,
in & light-colored dress, with sunshade
and striuw hat; she waas strolling down
the walk which led to the gute, On
coming up with Jen, he was surprised
to s¢e that her mannér wis calm and
eollected; In all respects different from
that displayed during the frenzy of the
midnight visit. He could hardly be-
leve that she was the same girl

“I am glad to see you, Major.,” said
she, holding out her hand. "You have
gaved me the trouble of a journey, as
I was on my way to your houge."

“T'n see me, Miss Dallas?"

“It [« my intention to &ld you In
vour search for the amsassin of Mag-
rice. ©Oh, yes, you may lnok doubtful
as to my ability to help you, but 1 can
and will. I am not the mad woman
who burst into sour libreary at 3 In
the morning. I am cool and cenlm, and
bent upon revenge. Maurice Is dead
I lovad him. And 1 Intend to devw
mys«if 0o avenging hi=z desth. Comée,
Majur, it upon |
rejlate all heard, al

discoversd With m3 woman's
e able o help you in the
modtise alded] the llon. Begin!™
s pstoniabed, both at her per-

and ber gquiet manner
Whatever Influence had been at
it was certainly wonderful how she had
simed down from the nervous, hyster.
jeal girl, Into the reasonable and cool-
hesded woman, Isabelln noted  the
amazement of the Major, and guessing
It cavss, she expluined the ren
the chuange In her lonks, manner,
nevous I_\'ltl"'!“l‘l.

“Pr. Etwald cured me, Major,” she
quietly, “He hns preserved my
sinity, and 1 owe him n debt of grati-
tode”

Tou cerininly 40" maild Jen, dryiy.
Wil you repay it by marrving him?™

"No, 1 shall marry no one: not
even Mr Sarby, much =8 my mother
wishes me to do s6, ] Hve only to
avenge lhe death of Maurice, to recov-

ote

this scun

Ll yau have
have
wit | mnay
Ltha
nw
lone

work,

on of
and

er hia Lody from those who have sto-
Come, Malor, tell me what you

fen ot
Kriow!

Thua adlured, and feeling that he
eouldl rat (o without her asslatanes,
Jen related bl that be had hoeard from
Arkel and alsn his owh personin] ex-
portence wlhith regurd to the finding of
the bandikerehlor, TsnLelln heard bim
to the end o stence, her Inegd and
ghining eves Axod upon hls face, Whan
he poaused, she pondered, nnd finnlly
spoke oul,

“It would stem thit vou suspect Dl
do or my mother of having somothing
to do with the matter? she remuarked,
coldly

"No. 1 don't sny that oxactly, but
you must admit that the finding of tha
hundkerchief bound round Jaggerd's
head (8 strange.

"Not at all, Dr. Etwald used It as

a bandage. He plokod it up in the bed-
room, "

“Precisely,” assented Jen.
“Therefope, your mothor—-"

“Had nothing to do with it," Inter-
rupted Jon, *bhut the simllirity of tha
kerchlef In the room. Is there any-
thing so very extrnordinary In that}"
she added, Impatiently, “The matter
Iz very simple. I brought with me one
of my mother's handkerchicls (nstead
of my own. In the aglintion of finding
the body gone 1 ‘dropped [, and Dr
Hiwald found I, to use as a4 bandage
That Is quite plain, 1 think.”

"Quite plain” agreed the Major,
“saving the presence of the perfume
similar to that of the devil-stick ™

“I don't know anything about the
devil-stick. [ never saw it} but with
regard to the perfume I can explain: 1
was {1l on that night, as you know,
and Dido applied some of her negro
remedies; among them the perfume
with which thot handkerchlef of my
mother's ywas saturated. It wis Lound
acrosa my forehend to  soothe the
nérves. During my journey to your
house I snntched it off, and—"

"I can understand all that' inter.
rupted Jen, ‘but the similarity of the
perfumes? 1 must have that point
cleared up™

“I dare say it can be” sald Isabella,
quietly. ‘Come up to the house, Ma-
Jor, and speak to Dido. [ feel sure sha
can explain™

"Very good, sald Jen. “If her ex-
planation Is only as clear as your own,
I shall have nothing to say. By the
way, Miss Dallus, how dl{l you escape
from your room on that night?"

“So far as I -can remember, T left by
my bedroom window, I had only to
step out through It llke a door, as It ls
a French window and opens on to the
lawn."

"HM'm!" sald Jen. “But, seeing ltml'
you were so Ill, was no one watching
Leslde you?"

‘“Yes, my mother was. So you sag
Major, shé could not have dropped the|
handkerchief in the bedroom of poor
dear Maurlee”

“No; 1 understand. You have ex-
plalned elearly. All points huve been
elucidated save that dealing with the
perfume.”

“You will now bhe satisedfi on that
point,” sald Miss Dallas, rother dryly,
“for here ls Dldo. She prepared the
drug and perfumed the handkerchief,
and for all T know," added the girl
ironleally, “she may have tuken the
hint from your wand of sleep.”

({To be continued.)

engerly.

Make the Garden Rich,

If T had only $5 to spend on my gar-
den this year, I think I should put
four of it into fertilizers and one inta
seeds and plants, says & writer in the
Garden Magazine, The reason why the
general run of gurdens in this country
hiave only oidinary success ls that a
person commonly thinks first of the
plants that he wants to eat, while the
needs of the soil come afterward

Every single plant in a garden ought
to be n success, and the only way to
have a spuccesaful garden 1s to have
the soil rich. There Is a great deal
more satisfaction in-having a few stur-
dy plants that are simply bursting
with health and vigor .than half
starved specimens of rarities and nowe
elties, No one ought to be satistied
with & garden that s simply “good
enough.” It ought to be a very good
garden, and the only way to have'a
very good garden is to enrich the sol)
by fertliizers or manures.

Joys of the Country.

“How pleasant it must be to sit be
fore a blazing fire while the wind valn.
Iy rages outside.”

“Yes," answered Farmer Corntoszel,
“I ‘spose it wonld be right pleasant.”

“Whs, you ought to know. You
live In the country,”

“Yes, but T ain't the feller that sits
br the fire. I'm the feller that feichey
in the wood.”—Washington Star.

A Feminine Advantnge.

Twod matufe young women were
overheard the other day conversing in
a Cedar car,

“Yes," sald the one with t & sugap
scoop bhat, “I'm almost determined to
give up scheol teaching and become a
trulned nurse, They seam to got mar
ried quicker."—Cleveland Plain Dealk
er,

Niearngun to Date.

“We have declded to shopt you,” sala
the Sicaragua official to an American.

“Bit my nationallty——"

“Oh, that's ensily arranged, If we
find we have made a misialie we ‘."-illl
anologize to government later,
when your government makes us."”

your

Mistnkes Will Happen,

Lady (to her elster, a doctor)—
There; 1 cooked a meal for the first
time today and 1T made & mess of L

Sister—Well, dear, never mind, ItUs
pothing. 1 lost my first pallenl—
Fllegende Blaetter,

A_\-ﬁ'hllr Hoase Cnll,
“] want to see the President™
“Have you an appolntment?™ ’
*Not set, but | have my eye Om
something. That's what 1 want to see
him about'—Loulsville Courler-Jour

nal

| an owl's head as the only trimming.

FASHION HINTS

This amethystlinen suit was charming
with its simply shirred waist, and the
embroidery of amethyst and white.

The shirred sleeves were of very sheer
batiste.

[he jaunty black and white hat had

The esthetlec and decorative uses to

which barbarians will turn objects
which to civilized races are things of
the humblest utllity are amusingly -
lustrated by this “fashion mnote"” from
West Africa, taken from an Itallan
newspaper:

For some time the officials of the
German colony In Southwest Africa no-
ticed that the telegraph wirea and
other accessories of the electrical plant
disappeared as by magle Immediately
after they had been put up. The most
diligent Inguirles remained frultless.

From other parts of the German pos-
sesslons came reports of atrange
predilectlons for articles of German
commerce, as, for example, rubber
heels, garters, buckles and so forth,
things which the natives of those coun-
tries do not generally use.

The governor of the colony gave an
entertalnment one year in honor of
the emperor's birthday, and Invited
the chlefs of the different tribes to It
What was his surprise when he saw
these native gentlemen appear with
his stolen telegraph wires twlisted
round thelr ({llustrious necks. The
higher the dignity the more rings of
the wire were round the neck,

Inquirles were soon started In the
outlylng villages, and It came to lght
that the white china Insulators of the
telegraph poles had become ear rings.
A young lady of the highest dlstinc-
tion in natlve soclety wore a rubber
tieol hanging from her nose, and a
young man who was a well known
dandy wore dangllng from his ears a
palr of beautiful pink sllk garters

A Substitute for Alcohol,

The lendency of people to contract
some sort or another hablt Is shown
by the common use In varlous coun-
tries of tebacco, tea, coffée, oplum and
the like. In Abyssinia and parts of
Arablan Turkey the place of slcohol is
taken by the kat plant, which the na.
tives almost universally chew, In parts
of Abyssinia certiain tribes chew the
leaves of the kat plant commonly when
they are compelled to exert special or
long-continued effort, the Immediate
effect of which 1a to produce an agree
able sleepiessness and stimulation. The
freshly-cut leaves have a rather pleas-

ant taste, and produce a kind of intoxi
eatlon of long durstlon; with none of
the disagreeable features of ordinary
{nebriety. Messengers and soldlers are
gnabled, by chewing the leaves, to go
without food for a mumber of days. |

In parts of Arablan Turkey thare are
ecafes for the consumption of the kat
plant which carrespond to the cagea in
Burope and Ameriea where coflee and
aleoliol are usad.

RNeady to Exchange,

*1 was readlng to-day about the eat
sxchange they have In Parls”

#1 wish we had one here. I've got
a cat at home that I'd exchange for
a bogus check oa & busted bank and
(hrow In the car fare to bool"—Cleve
{and Plala Dealer,

In trylng o gather tne Dews, report
ers sre greatly annoysd by the jolly
jokers; 80 many men want things
printed as “jokes” on others.

STRDIEN

Bridge Grafting.

Where trees are found girdled In
the spring, the only method of saving
them fs by the practice of what Is
known as bridge-grafting.

It young trees be girdled in late
wring Just as growth s beginning,
they may be successfully treated. by
binding about the wounded paris a
heavy covering of smooth, tenaclous,
soft clay, It is safer, howaver, to in-
sert @ few long sclons, as shown in
the accompanying ploture. The Bap
sirculation of the tree, cut off by the
wound made by the rodents, Is re
sumed through the sclons, which be-
some a part of the tree—enlarging
and growing together until, In after
yeara, only a slight enlargement or
“bulge” on the trunk of the tree thus
treated will be noticeable.

In bridge-grafting the wounds
should be made clean and emooth with

)
. J(

a sharp knife and covered entirely
with grafting wax. The sclons should
be cut a trifle longer than the span
to be bridged, so that, when they are
inserted, their curving form will tend
to keep them firmly fixed in position.
The two ends of the sclons are cut to
a thin wedge form. Incislons are
made in the bark with a narrow chisel
—those above the wound sloplng up-
ward and those below sloplng down-
ward, Insert the scions firmly and
wex h oavily and securely all wounds
made In the operation, especinl care
Leing exerclsed to press the wax firm-
¥ and nesatly about the polnts of un-
fon of sclons with the body of the
e,

The Uwseful Sllo.

The silo Is a text which Is always
{nspiring to the man who knows lts
value and It cannot be preached from
too often, writes 8. C. Miller., Wher-
ever it Is seen [t denotes farming,
It solves the problem of turning into
the highest efficlency that portion of
the corn erop which falls to reach the
deslred maturity as feed. The silo
can be filled at less expense than the
same amount of dry feed can be cared
for and It makes better feed. This
{s, after all, the main point to con-
sider. Dal en have learned that
when cows are kapt In thas stable for

five to seven months they cannot re-

turn as aatisfactory profits if they are
confined to a ration of dry feed alome.
Ensilage gives succulence and s very
much easler to masticate and digest
than dry corn fodder. There Is aleo
a great saving of labor in feeding en-
silage, over feeding dry corn fodder.
The Initial expense keépa many a silo
from decorating the Ilandseape, but
It Is good practice to economize In
other directlona to provide for it. Once
bhullt and rightly bullt it will not have
to be renewsd for many years, so the
cost g spread out go thinly that it
cuts no great figure In the business
of feeding.

Incubntors and Drooders,

The only way to ralse chickens In
large numbers in a short space of time
and have them at the right time to
get the biggest prices for them Is to
use locubators mnd broeoders. By the
use of the hen for hatel®ng and brood-
ing, enough chickens can oot be rilsed
In & senson to make It pay. Many of
my customers tell me that they would
rther take care of 100 chicks In a
brooder than to care for one old hen
ana her brood. You can set as many
eggr In & medium-sized Incubator as
you can pul under ten sitting hens
With the machines you-have absolute
control at all times. No llce to fight.
No danger of eggs Wing broken or
chilled during Incubation. FEggs and
chicks perfectly safe at all tinés. No
work at all compared with the work
that ten fussy old hens would canse
you—Agricultural Epltomist.

Curlng & Haiter lreaker,

Whenever 1 have a horse that
breaks his halter by pulling at the
manger 1 take n small rope, puss It
around his tal! and through loops on
n girth at either slde, then on through
the rings at elther slde of the halter
and fasten the two ends to the manger
ring. When the horse pulls on the

balter It produces such unexpeoted re-
sults that he soon stops this bad hab-
iL.—A Benson, in Farm and Home.

Gonta as Nrush Destroyers,

The PForesiry Department has turned
800 Angora goals ou! on the moun-
taln slopes In the weal, In the bope
that they will keep the weeds from
growing bn the fire-breaks This work
has been & serfous expense and the
goats are an experiment

Renting & Farm,

The following s from the Almanao
and KEncyolopedia for 1910, published
by the International Harvester Com-
pany’:

“The greatest risk 1s always on the
londlord's side in the rental of prop-
erty. He fg putting his property luto
the possesslon and care of another,
who may be a person of doubtful util-
{ty. It ls well to obaerve these rules
and ecautions: Do not trust to a Ver-
bal lease—lot It be In writing, signed
and sealed, Tts stipuintlons then be-
come commands and ean be enforced.
Let It be signed in duplicate, so that
each party may have an original.

*He careful In selecting your tenant.
There I8 more In the man than there
s In the bond. Insert such covenants
as to repalrs, manner of use, and In
restraint of ‘waste a8 the clreums-
stances call for. As to particular stip-
lations examine leases drawn by thoss
whe have had long experience {n rent-
ing farms, and adopt such as meet
your case, ‘There should be covenanta
ageinst asslgning and underletting.

“I{ the tenant is of doubtful respon-
sibility, make the rent payable in in-
stallments, A covenant that the crops
ghall remain In the lessor’s till the
lessea's contracts with him have been
fulflled i valld ngainst the lessee's
ereditors. In the ordlnary case of
renting farms on shares the courts
will treat the crops as the joint prop-
erty of lord and tenant, and thus pro-
tect the former's rights. Every lease
should contaln stipulations for forfeit-
vre and reentry in case of non-pay
ment or breach of any covenants,

Fresh Manure.

Authorities say that fresh manure
losea In the process of decay from 20
to 70 per cent of its original welght.
Some tests conducted by the Cornell
Experiment Statlon showed thet two
tons of horse manure exposed Im A
pile for five montha lost 57 per cent ol
its gross welght, 60 per cent of ita
nitrogen, 47 per cent of (ts potash.
Five tons of cow mfnure exposed for
the same length of time in a compact
pile lost, through leaching and disal-
pation of guses, 40 per cent in gross
welght, 41 per cenmt of Its nitrogen,
18 per cent of {ts phosphorle acld and
g per cent of Its potash,

A ton of average fresh horse ma-
nure from animals fed on ordinary

balanced ratlonm, contalns about 10
pounds potash.
Conerete Platform for Clstern.

Make a square box of 2x10-nch stuff,
any gize you want the platform. Six
feet sguare {8 a nlee size, Cut out
the pleces as shown In the cut so tha
frame will it the crown of the cls-
tern. Clean off all the earth and old
Set the frame level and about
lower than the clstern

matter,
twa Ioches

curb. This will give fall sufficlent ro
lead all water away from the pump.
Make a mixture of cament and sand
or gravel. Mix all together, dry, then
add water to make a stiff mortar.
Pack in the form and smooth off with
a stralght-edged board. Run a seam
from each corner to the crown to
prevent ciacking.—Denver Post.

Poultry Flekingw,

Wateh closely and mark the hen
that Is laying an egg each dny. She
I the kind you want lo perpetuate
In the flock.

Weed out the hens that lay the
smallsized ezgs. They are the un-
profitable ones and never will im-
prove the quality of the flock.

There are some poultrymen who ad-
vocate pullets for breeders Instend of
yearling hens. It g generally found
that welldeveloped fowls make the
most prolific breeders. ;

If you have both pullets and old
bens In your flock keep close watch
and wee which one s laylng the most
oggs. A lttle knowledge along this
line may assist next season In select
Ing & flock of winter layers,

The Asparagus Beetle,

This Is & troublesome pest and hard
to fight. Clean cutting, especlally in
ridge culture, keeps them well under
control in spring, Dbut considerable
harm {8 done later on by siugs or
larvae. Poultry ara very fond of these
beotles, and a few fowls will soon
capture the matured Insects If allowed
in a garden bed. An extensive grower
of asparagus In Maesachusetts finds
that most of the beetle eggs have been
gucked dry and destroyed by a specles
of small fly, which has made Its ap
pearance for the first time lu large
numbers thls year.

Cost of Feed.

During an expariment In Cornell
University a few years ago the aver-
ngn fead cost for egms throughout the
vear was ahout § cents per dozen.
Other experlmenters glve the cost of
eggs in winter at 15 cents per dozen
and In summer 9% cents., Under the
present pricos of feed egxs wonld cost
about 12 cents per dozen, bhut It must
be remombered that on the farm the
hen pleks up the most part of her liv
ing from the waste materisl that s
poattered over the farm, so that the
cost of & dozen eggs I8 & very small
Item of cash outiay.

Hints Ahout the Farm.

All cows that are weak, extremaly
thin and eoughing must be removed
from the herd.

With good grass land It is consld-
ered that the plan of moderate top
dressing with chemleals brings a larg:
er Income for the labor employed Lthan

any other sytem of management




