ESTRADA ROUTS
ZELAYA'S ARMY

Modern Machine Guns and Equip-
ment Works Great Havoc

National Troops Flee and City of Re-
creo Is Captured— March on Cap-
ital Expected Next— Victory is
Gratifying to U. 8. Government —
American On Firing Line.

Bludfields, Nicaragua, Dec, 23, — The
revolutionista under General Estrada
have eompletely routed the Zelayan
forces near Rama. Estrada has eap:
tured Recreo, Vasquez’ strongest posi-
tion, and has been vietorious all along
the line, which stretches for eight miles,

Yesterday the forward movement be-
gan, detachments being sent out under
Generals Uls Mena, Fornos Diaz, Al-
fredo Diaz, Chamorro and Matutty.

It was General Menas' task to out-
flank Gonzales, who directed the de-
fense of the groat body of the govern-
ment troops. These were in large
numbers and well entrenched, but Es-
trada's followers were armed with the
lutest equipment and machine guns
were brought into play to clear the
trenches, Casualties on the government
side were high, the greatest execution
being done at Reerco, which the revo-
lutionists finally took by assault,

Among those in the revolutionary
army were Captain  Godfrey Fowler,
formerly of the Thirty-third infantry,
', 5, A, who was in command on the
firing line.

Tutumbia was captured this after-
noon by General Mena after a bloody
fight. Tatumbia was one of the strong-
«est positions of the government forces,
but the revolutionists were in greater
numbers and had effective artillery.

(veneral Zelledon arrived this morn-
ing from Monkey Point with 300 men
and one Hotebkiss. He left this after-
noon for Rama. The steamer Utstein
arrived this afternoon with four Max-
ims and 1,000 rifles.

The fighting still continues at the
upper end of the Zelayan trenches, but
it is only a matter of time before the
revolutionists will take the remaining
strongholds, Several hundred prisoners
dre suid to have been captured by Gen-
ernl Estrada.

Word has reached here that Zelaya
has determined to retain the position of
commander-in-chief of the army,

CHRISTMAS GIFT COST §750,000.

George D. Widener Presents Wife With
Pearl Collection.

Philadelphia, Pa., Dee, 23,—Probably
the most splendid and costly Christmas
gift that any woman in the world will
receive this year will be a rope of mag-
nificent poarls, costing $750,000, whiqh
George D. Widener will present to his
wife, who was Miss Eleanor Elkins,
duughter of the late William Elkins,
traction magnate,

[t i« said to be the most costly string
of pearls in the world, and at a recent
sale in New York brought the hLighest
prive received for pearl necklaces,

It is said Widener intended the rope
of gems, some of which are nearly as
lurge us pigeon eggs, and sufficient for
a king's ransom, as a surprise for his
wife, hut the news of bis intended gift
line leaked out.

It is prohable that soicety will soon
have an opportunity to admire at first
Liand what is said to be the finest col-
lection of pearls, gem for gem, that any
womun has been privileged to wear.

Lad Kidnaped, Is Belief.

Pasadena, Cal, Dee, 23.—E. .J. Card,
of this eity, told a story to the police
today which it is believed throws light
upon the disappearance of Carlos
Wright, 10 years old., from his home
Yiore o week ago, under cirenmstances
indieating kidnaping. Card says that
on the night of Wright’s disappearance
a wagon containing three men drove
rapidly past his house. There was a
fourth figure in the vehiele, lying pros-
trate and struggling. Several times
this person was struck by the men.
This was near a cemetery in which
Wright's clothing was found,

Rich Women Help Girls.
YVew York, Dec. 23 —Exelusive Fifth
demonstration of
woman ‘s determination this afternoon
when 15 automobiles furnished by prom-
inent society women, hut containing

twa scors poorly-dressed working wo-
men, passed up the thoroughfare in

uvenue received a

the double intereat of the striking
shirtwaist operators and woman suf-
frage. The ecars were furnished by

Miss Anne Morgan, Mrs, O. H. I’. Bel-
mont, Mrs, Samuel Untermyer and
other prominent women who have iden-
tified themselves with the strikers,

Munitions Sent to Nicaragua.
New Orleans, Dee. 23.—For use hy
fhe revolutionists in Nicaragua 300,000
rounds of ammunition were shipped
from New Orleans late today on the
steamer John Wilson, Tndicating no
offort at concealment, the shipment was
shown in the manifest of the wvessel's
cargn. The Wilson eleared direct for
Bluefields, Consul-General Sussman,
representing the Estrnda government at
New Orleans, declared tonight that the
shipment of the ammunition was an

evidence of Estrada’s good faith.

Nicaragua Is in Default.

New York, Dee. 23.—The second pay-
ment of $50,000 from the Nicaraguan
government, on the eclaim of $600,000
due the George D. Emery company, has
not been paid in accordance with the
agreement signed at Washington a few
months ago, It was due last Saturday,
but the New York bankers, through
whom Nicaragua arranged for payment,
received no funds for that purpose. The
agreement made by the Zelayan govern-
ment will, however, be binding on its
SUCCLSHOT.

A BRIEF DAILY REPORT ON

AIRSHIP APPEARS AT NIGHT,

Mysterions Craft, Carrying Powerful
Searchlight, Is Been.

Worcester, Mass., Doe, 24.—Flying at
30 to 40 miles an hour, a mysteri
alrship
Worcester, hovered over the city u few
disappeared for two
returned to cut four
cireles ahout the eity, using a search-

ous tonight appeared over

minntes, nhout

hours, and then

Light of tremendous power. Thousands

of persons thronged the sireets to watel
the mysterious visitor, )

The airship remained over the eity
for 10 minutes, all the tine at o height
that most observers set at about 2000
foet, too great to enable even its pre-
cise shape to be seen. The glaring rays
of its great searchlight, however, were
sharply defined. The dark mass of the
ship could be seen dimly.

At the time of the airship visit, Wal-
lace E. Tillinghast, a Worcester man,
who recently asserted he had invented
i marvelous aeroplane, in which he said
he had journeved to New York and re-
turned by way of Boston, was absent
from his home and eonld net be found.

The wvisitor from the clonds was first
sighted over Marlborough at 5:20
o'clock. The 16 miles between this city
and Marlberough were covered in 30
minutes,

Two hours later an eager shout from
the waiting erowds announced its re
turn.  Slowly its light swept the heav-
ens, It ecircled four times above the
eity and then disappeared, finally head-
ing first to the south and then to the
east,

Marlboro Sights Airship.

Marlboro, Mauass., Dec, 24.—An air
ship was sighted over Marlboro early
tonight, going northwest at 60 or more
miles an hour. Persons in all sections
of the eity reported having seen’it, Its
general ecourse, they say, was in the
diveetion of Clinton.

SIGHTS ABANDONED WRECK.

Japanese Steamer Reports Disaster Off
Cape Flattery.

Seattle, Dee. 24.—Another probahle
marine disaster off the coast of Wash-
ington wuas recorded today, when the
Japanese steamer Kaga Marn reported
to the wireless station at Cape Beal
that the Ameriean schooner Susie M.
Plummer was in distress and had been
abandoned 100 miles west and south of
Cape Flattery.

No news regarding thie extent of the
schooner’s tronhle or the fate of the
erew wus contained in the brief mes
sage from the Japanese vessel, which
is on her way to the Orient,

The nited lifesaving tug
Snohomish left her station at Neah
Bav at 4 o’eloek this afternoon to go
to the aid of the schooner’s crew.

The Susie M. Plummer, a vessel of

States

0210 tons, gross, sailed from Everett,
Wash.,, December 5, with a ecargo of
lumber for San Pedro, (Cal. She is

owned by W. G, Tibbits. of San k'ran-
ciseo, and was built in 1800 at Thomus-
ton. Me. SBhe was commanded by Cap-
tain Hansen and earried a small crew.

EXPORTS DROP ONE MILLION,

French Tariffl Seriously Affects Ameri-
can 0il Products.

Washington, Dec. 24 —Alarmed by a
drop from $£1,000,000 to $26,263 in min-
eral oil exports to France in a month,
American oil exporters have begon u
moyvement to induce congress to redew
with the Freneh government the reci
procity treaty that expired on October
31, Exporters also hope for the re
newal of the treaty with Spnin, a lurge
importer of American oil, which will
exXpire on August 31, 18910,

Exports to Canada nnder the apera

tion of the pew tarift law hove not hoen
compiled by the burean of statisties of
the department of commerce and lahor,
but indieations are that they will show
relatively as great a falling off in il
oxports ns those to France,
. Notwithstanding  the
the retiprocity treaty with Franee, re
ports to the burean for November, the
first month under the new order of
things, show larger totals in both im
ports and exports than in the corre
sponding month of last vear. Raw cot-
ton, which is imported into Franee free
of duty. and hence is not affected by
the tariff changes, is largely responsible
for the increase in exports, while art
warks 20 vears old and over, admitted
free undes the pew law, and diamonds
und hides were responsibile for the in-
erensed imports,

The falling off in imports of cham-
pagne from France. due to the in-
creased tari®, was most marked, declin:
ing from #$384674 in November, 1908,
to #3538 062 in November, 19090,

abrogation of

Miners Drive Out Switchmen.

Butte, Mont,, Dee, 24 —A committee
representing the Butte miners’ union
today drove switchmen who had re
turned to work in Butte vards of the
Gireat Northern and Northern Pacific
railronde from their work and told them
that if thev returned 2000 miners wonld
wait npon them tomorrow and see that
Ilull\‘ “Tl‘il[‘l'l! work while their brother
switehmen Every
switechman opn the two roads quit, and
tonight switching aperations in Rutte
are completely tied up. All the Hoston
& Montana mines and the Colnsy mine
closed today.

wore  on sirike.

English Steamer Missing.

London, Dee. 24 —Gales in  Groar
HBritain have done much Jdamaze to
shipping. The railway company’y

steamer Rostrevor, which left Greenore,
a headland of Ireland, at 11 »':loek
Tuesday night., and which was Jue at
Holvhead, Wales, 75 miles ncross St
George’s channel, at 5 o'cloek Wadnes
day morning, had not been reported, aund
it is feared she has foundered She
carried a erew of 24 and a fow pas
ERNgOTS, "

Zelaya's Loss Is Immensn.
Panama, Dee. 24.—A wireless Afanateh
from Rluefields, addressed to UGeneral
Chamorro’s father here, reports 60D

men killed and 1800 prisoners and 1,000,
000 cartridges eaptured by the pro-
visional government foreces at Rama.

THE WORK OF GONGRESS

Tuesday, December 21,

Washington, Deec. 21.—Representa-
tives Hamer, Mondell and Martin to-
day held a conference and agreed to
unite in pressing for consideration the
bill relieving homesteaders in the
northwest from the necessity of resid-
ing on their lands through the winter.

Reports indicate that the weather is
unusually severe and many requests
for this relietf are being received,

It is asserted that new setiicls are
finding it impossible to remuin vu their
lands,

The senute today confirmed the nom-
ination of Robert Bacon of New York
to be ambassador to Franece.

President Taft sent to the senate the
nominations of General George Stone
of California to be naval officer of
customs at San Francisco, and Howard
(. Shober of South Dakota to be audi-
tor for the interior department in this

eity.
The Mann ‘‘white slave traffic'’
bill was favorably reported to the

house today by Chairman Mann of that
committee. The report accompanying
the presentation of the measure dis-
tinctly disclaims any purpose to usurp
in any way the police powers of the
states. .

Recommendations for changes in the
present law regulating transportation
companies are contained in the twen-
ty-third annual report of the inter-
state commerce commission transmitted
today to congress,

The report, however, is notable rath-
er for recommendations it does not
contain.

Five of the suggestions made by the
specinl committee selected by President
Taft to draft changes in the existing
interstate commerce act are offered in
the report.

Congress rdjourned early this after-
noon to Thursday, January 4.

Monday, December 20.
Washington, Dee. 20.—Both senate
and house concluded their labors by 2
o'cloek today. Tomorrow a holiday ad-
dournment for two weeks will be taken,
Aside from the confirmation of the
nomination of Horace H. Lurton, of
Tennessee, to be an associate justice
of the sopreme the principal
tesiture of the senate |hl‘m'|'|‘i|in[.{!-'. WikE
aospeech lwden with optimism and good
cheer for the Christmas season by Sen
ator Depsw. The address of the New
Yorker wus ealled forth by what he
charactarized us the pessimistie predie
tfons in Senntor La Follerte’s magazine
and In many newspapers a6 to the ef
fect of the tariff upon prices and as to

the waste of natural resourees.

court,

Waushington, Dwee, 20.—‘We will re
port & gencral river and harbor hill
about Fehruarvy 1.'" said Chairman

Alexander, of the house committee on
rivers and harbors, today, My, Alexan-
der said his bhill would earry much more
than £30.000,000,

Think Frauds Reach Pacific.

New York, Dec, 25 Collector of the
Port Loeb has declared the arresta here
in the ‘‘sleeper trunk'’ smuggling cases
were but the beginning of a series of
arrests that would extend to the Pa-
cific Ocean. ‘‘It has been discovered
that the importation of costly goods
through this port without payment of
duty,"”” Mr. Loeb said, ‘“was the result
of a far-reaching plot, the head of
which was a former United States cus-
toms official, who made his headquar-
ters in Paris, and who has since died.”’
Several dressmakers have been ar-
rested here. -

Lahor Leaders Confer With Nagei

Washington, Dee, 24 —A  pommit ten
representing  the American Fedeintion
of Labor ealled upon Secretary of Comn
meree and Labor Nogel and urged npnn
him the advisability of his departm.
making a thorough investigation into
the virious phases of industrial ediea
tion, The eommittee, which
pointed for the purpose by the yecent
Toronto convention of the federation,
consisted of President Samnel Gonpors,
James O'Connell, John Mitehell and
Frank Morrison,

wis ap

Senate Confirms Many Diplomats.

Washington, Dee. 24 —The senate con
firmod the nomination of Robert Bacon,
of New York, ns ambassador to France,
ns  submitted by President Taft
Twenty-six other diplomatic namina
tions, including those of Richard ©
Keoerens, of Missouri, ambassador te Ans
trin-Hungary; Henry Lane Wilson., of
Washington. amhbassador to Mexico;
William James Calhoun. of Tllinois,
minister o Chiva: and Henrv T,
of California, minister to Partugzal, were
also confirmed by the »2nate,

Ginigre,

Postmasters Will Get More.

Washington, Dee, 22—On January 1
the following fourth-class postoffices
will be advanced to the presidential
grade, and the salaries of the postmas-
ters fixed as indicated: Oregon: Her-
miston, $1,100; Sherwood, #£1,100:
Wallowa, $1,200, Washington: Al-
mira and Woodland, £1,000: Granite
Falls, Kettle Falls and Oroville, £1,100.
Idaho: Gooding, $700; Jereme, $1,600;
Burley, $1,300; Rigby, $1,200: Cam
bridge, Cottonwood, Meridian, $1,100.

Appeal’'s Advance ls Asked

Washington, Dee. 21-—Application
is to be made to the Supreme court
early in January by the department
of justice to advance for hearing the
appeal of the government from the
decision of Judge Holt at New York,
practically exempting from prosecu-
tion certain officials of the sugar trust
because their acts are barred [by the
statutes of limitations,

Assistant Weigher Indicted.

New York, Dec. 25.  -Another Fed-
eral grand jury indictment in connec-
tion with the sugar underweighing
frauds was found today against Thom-
as Doyle, assistant superintendent of
the Arbuckle Sugar Refinery in Brook-

Iyn.

CONGRESS HAS BEEN ACTIVE.

Prophecies of Lazy Session Not Ful-
filled By House.

WashingHton, Dec. 23—Far better
progress is being made with liegisation
in the house than was anticipated.
Before congress convened, ljittle or no
activity prior to the hoidayladjourn-
ment was expected and that the dis-
position to do but a smalll amount of
business woud probably characterize
the entire session was asserted openly

Since the house convened, December
6, many very important bills and reso-
lutions have been introduced; two im-
portant measures have passed, while
others have been reported and many
are under consideration in Ithe house,

In all a total of 1,606 house bills,
188 house resolutions, 95 houee joint
resoluticns and 26 concurrent resolu-
tione have been introduced. Two
measurer for railroad regulation bea-
ring the name of Representative Each,
of Wisconsin, have passed the house.
Two omnibus pension bills, carrying
a total of467 claims, also have passed.

Two important pieces of legislation
are now pending, the District of Col-
umbia appropriation bill and the Pan-
ama government reorganization meas-
ure. The arfy appropriation, carrying
upwards of one hundred million dollars
is out of the military committee, while
the immigration commtitee is prepar-
ing to report its bill regulating the
white slave traffic.

FOOD LAW MORE DRASTIC
Department to Add Laboratories for
Stricter Enforcement

Washington, Dec, 21.—A compre-
hensive enlargement of the activities
of the department of agriculture in ad-
ministering the pure food act is con-
templated in orders issued today. The
object is to inaugurate for ports where
the department has no chemical labo-
ratory & systematic inspection of
foods, as is done at ports where such
facilities exist.

A complete chain of laboratory dis-
tricts has been established, with head-
quarters at the principal ports, to
which will be sent samples of import-
ed goods when found necessary. All
imports, regarding the right to enter
which under the pure food law any
doubt may exist in the minds of the
customs inspectors at the smaller
places will be referred to these chem-
ista,

Officiale say that the method will
tend to do away with any tendency to

‘import goods in violation of law at

the smaller ports, where there are no
laboratories, inetead of at the larger
ports, although their ultimate destin-
ation is the same. Headquarters are
to be located, among other places, at
Galveston, Denver, San Francisco and
Seattle.

Harmony Between Mexico and U. 8
Washington, Dec. 83. — Tempor-
arily, at least, the relations between
M exico and the United States grow-
ing out of the former’s friendly offer
of her friendl offices in the affairs
with Nicaragua have been forced to
the front. Whatever the purpose of
Mexico may have been at the begin-
ning, however, she may have desired
to rescue Zelaya, give him a safe con-
duct and aesist the United States in
restoring peace, it is quite evident
from a statement issued this afternoon
by Senor Creel, special envoy of Pres-
ident Diaz, that Mexico is prepared
now to give at least a passive acquies-
ence to allof the plans of the admini-
stration with regard to Zelaya and his
fallen government. =

M'Veagh Favors Postoffice.

Washington, Dec. 21—The secre-
tary of the treasury has reported fav-
orably upon Bourne’s bill for a new
poatoffice building in Portland. The
report recites that an adequate post-
office building will require an expend-
iture of §1,500,000. The report has
gone to the senate public buildings
committee and Rourne will try to se-
cure an eurly report from the commit-
tee, and the passage of his bill through
the senate, making it eligible for in-
clusion in the omnibus public build-
ing bill, if one is passed this season.

Oregon's Claim Is Pressed.

Washington, Dec. 23. — Oregon’s
claim against the Federal government
on account of its expenditures incurred
in raising and equipping troops during
the Civil war, amounting to £193,000,
will be pressed before the house next
menth. Raqresentative Hawley today
discussed this claim with Chairman
Tawney, of the appropriations commit-
tee, showing him a finding of the court
of claims in which this claim is certi-
fied as eorrect and worthy of payment.

Loeb Waits for Automatics.

Washington, Dec. 24. — Collector
William Loeb, Jr., of New York, said
here today he was looking for the ar-
rival of the first automatic scales
which it is proposed to place on the
docks in New York for sugar weigh-
ing purposes. If found satisfactory
20 of the scales will be installed.

Bootleggers Stand Convicted.

Washington, Dec. 24.—The United
States supreme court yesterday reversed
the decision of the ecirenit court of
Washington in the cases of Harvey Sut.
ton and Robert Miller, charged with
taking liguor to the Yakima Indian
reservation. The contention of the

' government was upheld.

Investigating Committee Oan Find No
Proof of His Claims.

Copenhagen, Dee, 22.—~The committee
which has been investigating the data
of Dr, Frederick A. Cook today offi-
eially reported to the consistory of the
University of Copenbagen that Dr,
look's records and observations were
wholly insufficient to warrant a ver-
diet that he discovered tha North Pole.

The consistory of the university
adopted the report of the committee,
thereby flatly rejecting Dr, Cook's
claims and throwing out his records and
observations.

Cook's data, according to the report,
is no more convineing than was the
uewspaper account,

Dr. Cook’s private secretary, Lons-
iale, who represented the explorer here,
i« bitterly disappointed at the verdiet.
He is making an effort to induce the
consistory to withhold final judgment
until the whole of Dr. Cook’s data can
be presented.

Lonsdale told the committee that
missing data, which are part of Dr.
Cook’'s original documents, were sent
here from America by a route differ-
ent from that by which the records
already examined were brought, He
said this additional data would arrive
in a few days.

The consistory refuses to pay any
attention to Lonsdale’s appeal and the
findings announced today are final so
far as the eonsistory is concerned,

The diserediting of Dr, Cook was a
severe blow to the Danish scientists,
who had stood firmly by him and given
him support under the charges made by
Commander Peary. The great recep-
tion given Dr. Cook upon his arrival
here and the honors that were paid
him by high and low, including the
king, are recalled with somewhat open-
ly qisplayed chagrin,

It is known that the Danish experts
were personally inclined to favor Dr.
Cook, most of them already having
come out in statements tending to sub-
stantiate his claims,

A member of the ‘committee today
said:

“‘Tt took the committee but a few
minutes to see that Dr. Cook’s obser-
vations and so-called records were
worthless.

‘“We could have reported immedi-
ately, but it took several days to re-
cover from the surprise.

““The so-called notebooks on which
Dr. Cook relied in a great measure for
vindication had only accounts of his
oghservations, rather than the observa-
tions themselves. These notebooks were
thrown aside without a moment’s con-
sideration,

“‘T cannot understand how a man of
('ook’s reputed scientific attainments
could have attempted to bolster up his
claims with such flimsy evidence.’’

ZELAYA'S RULE ENDS.

Madriz Assumes Presidency of Nicara-
guan Republic.

Managua, Nicaragua, Dec. 22.—Jose
Madriz today assumed the presidency
of Nicaragna, succeeding former Pres-
ident Zelaya, who resigned.

Madriz’s recent threats to break
with Zelaya, coupled with his subse-
gquent apnouncement that his presi-

dential ecandidacy was supported by
the Mexican government, which had
gent Senor Creel to Washington to in-
tercede in his behalf, is construed by
his supporters to mean that he will be
president in fact as well as in name,
and that he intends to give the coun-
try a new deal.

Americans here. however, are not in-
clined to accept this opinion. They be-
lieve the new president is pretending
to want peace, in order to preclude the
possibility of intervention on the part
of the United States,

Madriz has promised the revolution-
ists immunity if they will surrender.
He has intimated that he will place
Provisional President Estrada in a high
office.

Bluefields, Nicaragua, Dee, 22.—Re-
ports from Rama today say Estrada's
army is advancing against General Vas-
quez, just outside Rama, and that a
battle is expected immediately. This
is the first decisive move on the part
of the revolutionists against the elec-
tion of Madriz as successor of Zelaya
as president. The formal protest against
the election of Madriz will be basged
upon the fact that the Atlantic coast
departments were not represented in
the congress that elected Madriz,

Under Estrada, in the impending bat-
tle, will be Generals Luis, Diaz, Mana-
feen, Matuty, Pacho and Chamorro.

It is reported today that the gunboat
Blanca has sailed up the Mico river.

Mark Twain Past Joking,

New York, Dee. 22.—Without the
customary jest on his lips and com-
plaining of ill health, Mark Twain has
returned from Bermuda, looking ill and
admitting it. To the reporters who
greeted him as he stepped down the
gangplank of the steamship Bermn-
dan, humorist declared he would
do no more active work. Half a dozen
unfinished books will probably never
receive attention., His autobiography,
of which 100,000 words out of the con-
templated 500,000 have been written,
will be his sole consideration.

the

London Says ‘‘I Told You So."'

London, Dee. 22.—This ¢ity has all
along doubted the elaims of Dr. Cook.
The newspapers here are issuing ex- |
tras telling of the failure of the ex-|

FULL INRURY
FOR BALLINGER

Taft Grants Demand of Secrefary
for Complete Investigation

Assailed Official Gives Ultimatum to
President — Party Leaders Give
Consent — No Secrecy Neod Be
Feared—Joint Commitiee Will Be
Appointed After Holidays.

Washington, Dee, 21.—President Taft
today yielded to the demands of both
Secretary Ballinger and his eritica for
u public investigation of the whole sub-
ject matter underlying the so-called
Ballinger-Pinchot controversy.

Mr. Ballinger this afterncon served
upon the president virtnally an ulti-
matum to the effect that sueh an in-
vestigation was indeed the price of his
remaining in the eabinet, He made it
clear that he was no longer willing to
sit silent and wait for the thing *‘to
blow over.”’

Mr. Tuft, it is said, reluctantly ad-
mitted the disappointment of his hope
thut the country at large would accept
as finul his own vindieation of Mr,
Ballinger in his dismissal of charges
brought against the secretary of the
interior by L. R. Glavis, ex-special
agent of the land office, and his con-
clusion that the investigation demanded
by Doth sides was inevitable,

Mr. Ballinger's attitude has the sup-
port of the leading Republicans in con-
gress—senators and representatives—
who feel that, entirely apart from the
merits of the controversy itself, a fes-
tering sore of this character must
poison the whole system of the party
in power, and that it is high time tu
resort to the lance,

These leaders, determined that a
¢leansing of this wound is necessary,
have not hesitated to go to the White
House and impress their views upon Mr,
Taft. Conferences of a confidential
character, in which members of the
cabinet, party leaderg in both houses
of congress and the president himself
have participated, have been held in
the last few days. They culminated to-
day, when Mr. Ballinger, Attorney Gen-
eral Wickersham and Postmaster Gen-
eral Hiteheock met in Mr, Wicker-
sham’s office and proceeded thence to
the White House, where the matter was
laid before the president,

The president was given to under
stand that Mr. Ballinger's demand car-
ried with it the indorsement of both
Mr. Wickersham and Mr, Hitcheock, It
is kpown tonight that e has the svym-
pathy also of other members of the eah-
inet.

Mr. Ballinger told the president, it iy
said, that the situation had beecome in-
tolerable to him, and that, though rhe
constant charges against him hal cone
from irresponsible persons, he would not
Joner sit supinely by, and, in justice tu
himself, he felt compelled to insist upoa
an investigation.

STATISTIOS IN GRAIN YIELD.

Oregon, Washington and Idaho Have
Wheat Crops of Enormous Size.
Washington, Dee. 21,—The depart-
ment of agriculture today made publie
its statistics of the winter and spring
wheat erop of varions states for the

past year. This report shows that 11
035.000 bhushels of winter wheat were
produded in Oregon, an average of 21
bhushels to the aecre. The total farm
vitlue of the crop of December 1 was
10,449,000, or 93 cents per bushel, The
spring wheat crop of Oregon is given
at S.142.000 bushels, or 187 bushels to
the acre. Its value December 1 was
$4.782,000, or 93 cents per bushel,
The winter wheat crop of Washing-
ton was reported as 20,124,000 hushels,
worth 18,715,000, This is a produetion
of 25.8 bushels per acre, valued at 93
cents per bushel. Washington's spring
wheat erop is 15,656,000 bushels, valued
at #14.560,000, being 20.6 bushels per

gere, and the same value as winter
wheat,
The Idaha winter wheat crop was

09.133.000 bushels, valued at §7.947.000,
The vield was 29 bushels per aere, and
the value as below that of other states,
being only 85 cents per bushel, Spring
wheat in Idalio was reported at 5330.-
0N bushels, which., at 87 cents per
hushel. represents a farm value of &4,
647.000. The yield per acre is 26
hushels,

Big Strike Is Delayed.

New York, Dee. 21.—Althougn it had
beon expected demands for inereases in
would be filed by representatives
the chief of-
icials of eastern railroads toaay, no
noties of such demands had been served
o1 the companies by the brotherhoods
in question. In well-informed railroad
quarters i+ was learned there had been
found no reason to expeet the presenta-
tion of the demands before the middle

puy
of TH.000 trainmen with

of the week.

Wreck of Maine Guarded.

: . % e oo o4 Port Uaptamn

;.:nr.‘-r to substantiate his e¢laim to hav. \ Havan: _il 5 hat the .].. o
. v 3 " AFUIrTo  san tomight | fpPore
ing reached the Pole. Abont two weeks .L the snchor chain of the old battle
ago a local newspaper published what | ohin Maine was inclnded the ecargo
it purported to be a story of the insuffi- [ of serap iron in the hold of 1 LRAEN
cieney of the Cook observations and ‘n.-l-.__ \\?}--_-n arrived :1 few lr;.a :|,.:T I|t
within the past two days all England Philadelphia, was a s 1w wreek
had grown more and more skeptical. of the Maine, iptain Aguirro sa

carefully gnarded to prevent

tong hy relic ses kers,

Tongs Battle in Chicago.

("hicago, Dee. 21.—Trouble between
the warring tongs of Chinatown bhrake
out anew vesterday, and as a result of
a revolver pattle in which 30 ar more
shots were fired. Sing Moy is at St
Luke's hospital with a bullet wound in
his right leg, and 10 other Mongolians
are in cells at the Harrison-street sta-

tion.

Wrights Voted Medals.
Paris. Dee. 21.—The Acmlemy of
Spience announced today that gold med
achievements wonll

als for neronautie !
ha awardad to Wilbur and Orville
Wright. Bleriat, Farman, Count Aa

Lambert. Latham. Santos Dumont, De
la Vaulx, Voisin and Count Zeppelin.




