The Firm of
- Girdlestong

By

A. CONAN DOYLE

CHAI'TER VI.

The revelation of the real state of the
fiim's finances was a terrible blow to Exra
Girdlestone. To a man of his overbear-
ing tempestuous dispasition failure aund
poverty were bitter things to face. All
his life he had reckoned, as a matter of
econrse, that when his father passed away
he would be left almost a millionnire. A
single half-hour's conversation had shat-
tered this delusion, and left him face to
face with ruin.

He proceeded to
dealer in diamonds,

qualify himseif as a
It happened that b
wais acquainted with of the part
ners of the firm of Pugger & Stoltz, who
did the largest import trade in precions
stones. Through his kindness he received

ctleal Instructions in the variety and

1o of diamonds, and learned to detect
all those little flaws and pecoliarities
which are only visihle to the eye of an #x-
pert, and yet are of highest lmpor-
tance in determining the price of a stone.
With such opportunities Ezra made rapid
progress, and within a few weeks thece
were fow dealers in the trade who had a
better grasp of the subject.

Early one April afternoon the major
was strutt.ng down St. James street,
frock coated and kid gloved, with pro-
tuberant chest and glittering shoes which
peeped out from beneath the daintlest of
gaiters. Young Girdlestone, who had been
on the lookout from a club window, ran
across and intercepted him,

“How are you, my dear major?i™ he
eried, advancing upon him with ou:r-
stretched hand and as much show of
genlality as his nature permitted.

“How d'ye do? How d'ye do?"” said the
ether somewhat pompously. He had maue
up his mind that nothing was to be dono
with rhe young man, and yet he was re-
Inctant to break entirely with one whose
purse was well lined,

“I've been wishing to speak with you
for some days, major,” said Ezra. “I
wish to speak to you quietly on a matter
of business. Can you meet me at Nelson's
Cafe at four o'clock? | know the man-
eger, and he'll let us have a private
room.”

“I'd ask you round to me own little
place,” the major said, *“but it's rather too
far., XNelson's at four. Right you arel”
It was clear to him that some service
or other was expected of him, and it
was obviously his game therefore to hang
back and not appear to be too eager to
enter into young Girdlestone's views.
When he presented himself at the en-
trance of Nelson's Cafe the young mer-
chant had been fuming and chafing in
the sitting room for five and twenty min-
utes,

“1'll tell you why 1 wanted to have a
chat with you, major,"” Ezra sald, baving
first opened the door suddenly and glanc-
ed out as a precaution against eaveadrop-
pers. "I have to be cautiopus becnuse
what 1 have to say affects the interest of
the firm. 1 wouldn't for the world have
anyone know ahout it except yourself, We
have a difficult enterprise on which we
are ahout to embark,” Ezra said. "It is
one which will need great skill and tact,
though it may be made to pay well if
properly managed. For this enterprise
we require an agent to perform one of
the principal parts. This agent must pos-
sess great ahility, and, at the same time,
be & man on whom we can thoroughly
rely. You are prepared to put yourself
at our orders on condition that you are
well paid for it?"

“Not so fast, me young friend, not sc
fast ! said the major. “Let's hear what
it is that you want me to do, and then
I''!n ready to say what I'll agree to.”

Thus encouraged, Ezra proceeded 10
unfold the plan upon which the House of
Girdlestons depended. Not a word did he
say of ruin or danger, or the reagons
which bad induced this speculation. On
the contrary he depleted the affairg of the
firmn as being in & most flourishing condi-
tion, and this venture as simply a small,
fnsignificant offshoot from their business,
undertaken as much for amusement as for
any serlous purpose.  Still, he laid stress
upon the fact that though the sum in
gquestion was a small one to the firm, yat
it was a very large one in other men'a
eyes. As to the morality of the scheme,
that was a point which Ezra omitted en-
tirely to touch upon. Any comment upon
that would, he felt, be superfluous when
deal.ng with such & man as his compan-
fon.

“And now, major,” he concluded, “pro-
vided you lend us your name and your
talents to help use in our speculation the
fimn are prepared to meet you in a most
libera]l spirit in the matter of remunera-
tion. Of courss, your voyage and your ex-
penses will be handsomely pald. You will
have to travel by steamer to Bt. Peters-
burg, provided that we choose the Ural
Mountaine as the seenas of our imaginary
find. | hear that there is high play going
on aboard thoss boats, and with your
well-known skill you will no doubt he
able to make the voyage a remunerative
one. We calculate that at the most you
will he in Itussia about three months.
Now, the firm thought that it would be
very fair if they were to guarantee you
two hundred and fifty pounds, which they
would inerease to five hundred In case of
suceess : of course, by that we mean com-
plete success such as would be lkely to
attend your exertions.”

When the young men had finished, the
major stood up with his face to the empty
fireplace, his lega far apart, his chest in-
flated, and his body rocking ponderously
backwards and forwards.

“[et me be guite sure that I under-
stand you,” he sald. “You wish me to
go to Russia? You have the goodness to
suggest that on me way I should rook
e feilow-passengers ln the boat?
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*Ihat s to say, If yon think It worth
your while”

“Quite so, If 1 think it worth me
while, T'am then to pretend to discover
eertain diamond mines, and am to give
weight to me story by the fact that 1 am

exhibiting =ome rough stones which
vou wish me to take out with me from
Englamd."

“Quite right, major,” Lira sald encour-
agingly,

“1 am then to telegraph or write this
1o to Engiand and get it inserted in the
pepers®

“That's an ugly wond,"” FEzra remon-
strated.  ““This ‘report’ we will say. A re-
port may be either true or false, you
know."

“And by this report then,” the major
continued, “you. reckon that the markat
will be so affected that your father and
you will be able to buy and sell in a
manner that will be profitable to you,
but by which you will do other people out
of their money."

“You have an unpleasant way of put-
ting it,” said Fzra with a forced laugh;
“but you have the idea right”

“I have another idea as wwll,” roarcd
the old soldier, flushing purple with pas-
sjon. “I've an idea that if 1 was twency
years younger I'd see whether you'd fit
through that window, Master Girdlestone,
1'd have taught you to propose such a
scheme to a man with blue blood in his
veins, you scoundrel ™

Ezrn fell back in his chair. He was
outwardly composed, but there was a
dnngerous glitter In his eye, and his face
had turned from a healthy olive to a dbil
yvellow tint.

“You won't do it?”" he gasped.

“Do it! IMye think a man who's worn

Ier Majesty's scarlet jacket for twenty
vears would dirty his hands with such a
trick? 1 tell ye, T wouldn’t do it for all
the money that ever was coined, Look
here, Girdlestone, 1 know you, but you
den't know me!"”
The young merchant sat silently in his
chair, with the same livid color upon his
face and savage expression in his eyes.
Major Tobias Clutterbuck stood at the
snd of the table, stooping forward so as
ta lean his hands upon it, with his eyes
protuberant and his acanty grey fringe in
a bristle with indignation.

“What right had you to come to me
with such a proposal? I don't set up for
heing a saint, but I've some morals, such
as they are, and I mean to stick to them.
ne of my rules of life has been never
to know a blackguard, and so, me young
triend, from this day forth you and I go
an our own roads. ['m Dot particular,
but you must draw the line somewhere.
[ draw it at you."

It struck the waiters at Nelson's well-
known restaurant as a somewhat curious
thing that their two customers should
walk out with such very grave faces and
in so unsociable a manner.
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CHAPTER VIL

There were rejoicings in  Phillimore
Gardens over Tom's engagement, for the
two old people were hoth heartily fond
of Kate—"Our Kate,” as they were wout
proudly to call her. The physician chafed
at frst over the idea of keeping the mat-
tor a secret from Girdlestone, A little
reflaction served to show him, however,
that there was nothing to be gained by
informing him, while Kate's life, during
the time that she was forced to remain
undar his roof, would be more tolerable as
long as he was kept in ignorance of it.

After breakfast one morning, the doc-
tor asked his son to step with him intd
the library. “You must do something to
keep you from mischief, my boy," he sa:ud
at last, brusquely.

“I'm ready for anything,” replied Tom,
whut I don't guite see what 1 am fitted
for.”

“Firet of all, what do yon think of
this?' the doctor asked abruptly, hand-
ing a letter over to his son, who opened
it, and read as follows:

“Iiear Sir—It has come to my knowl-
edge through my son that your boy has
abandoned the study of medicine, and
that you are still uncertain as to his fu-
ture career. I have long had the inten-
tlon of seeking a young man who might
join in our business, and relieve my old
shoulders of some of the burden. Ezra
urges me to write and propose that your
son should become one of us. If he has
any tuste for business we shall be happy
to advance his interest in every way. He
would, of course, have to purchase a
share in the concern, which would amount
to seven thousand pounds, on which he
would be paid interest at the rate of five
per cent. By allowing this interest to
accumulate, and investing also hls share
of the profits, he might In time absorb a
lnrge portion of the business. In case he
joined us upon this footing we shonid
have no objection to his name appearing
as one of the firm,

“With kind regards to your famlly, and
hoping that they enjoy the great blessing
of health, I remain, sincerely yours,

“JOIIN GIRDLESTONE."

“What d'ye think of that?”" the doctor
awskod when his son had finished readiug
it

“I hardly know,” said Tom. "I should
like a little time to think it over."

“S8aven thousand pounds is a goold
round sum. It is more than half the total
capital which I have invested for you.
On the other hand, I have heard thow
who ought to know say there is not na
sonnder or better managed concern in
london. There's no time like the present,
Tom. Get your hat, and we'll go down to
Fenchurch street together and look inro
it.”

It was a proud day for the ex-medical
student when he first entered the count-
ing house of the African firm and realized
that he was ons of the governing powers
in that busy establishment. Tom Dims
dale's mind was an [ntenssly practical
one, and although he had found the study
of seience an irksome matter, he was ahle
ta throw himself Into business with un-
common energy and devotion. The clerks
scon found that the sunburned, athletic
looking young man intended to be any-
thing but a sleeping purtner, and both
they and old Gilray respected him accord-
ingly.

Girdlestone called him inoto the office
one day, and congratulated him upon the
progress which he was making. “My
dear young man,” he sald to him In his
patriarchal way. "I am delighted to hear
of the way In which you |dentify yoursel!
with the Interests of the firm. If at firat
you find work allotted to you which may
appear to you to be rather menial, you

| most understand that that s simply dus

known to be a man of good birth, and also

to our deslre that you should master the
whole business from its very founda-
tions."

“TPhere is nothing 1 desire better,” said
Tom. =

“In addition to the routine of office
work, and the superintendence of the
clerks, 1 should wish you to have a thor-
ough grasp of all the detalls of the ship-
ping, and of the loading and unloading
of our vessels, ns well as of the storage of
goods when Ianded. When any of our
ships are in, 1 should wish you to go down
to the docks and to overlook everything
which is done.”

In one respeot Tom Dimsdale was fm-
measurably the gainer by his connectlon
with the firm, for without that it ls diffi-
cult to say how he could have found op-
portunities for breaking through the bar-
rier which separated him from Kate. The
surveillance of the merchant had become
stricter of late, and all invitations from
Mrs. Dimsdale or other friends who pitied
the loneliness of the girl were repulsed by
(iirdlestone with the curt jntimation that
his ward's health was not such as to jus
tify him in allowing her to imcur any
risk of catching a chill. She was practi-
cally a prisoner in the great stone cage in
Eccleston square, and even on her walks
a warder In the shape of a footman was,
as we have seen, told off to guard her,
Whatever John Girdlestone’s reasons may
have heen, he had evidently come to the
econclusion that it was of the highest im-
portance that she should be kept seclud-
ed.

As it was, Tom,gthanks to his position
as one of the firm, was able occasionally,
in spite of every precaution, to penetrate
through the old man's defensive works, If
a question of importance arose at Fen-
ohiurch street during the absence of the
sepior partner, what more natural than
that Mr. Dimsdale should volunteer to
walk round to Eccleston square in order
to acquaint him with the fact. And if it
happened that the gentleman was not to
be found thers, how very natural that the
young man should wait half an hour for
him, and that Miss Harston should take
the opportunity of a chat with an old
friend? Precious, precious interviews
those, the more so for their rarity. They
brightened the dull routine of Kate's
weary life, and sent Tom back to the office
full of spirit and hope. The days were
ac hand when the memory of them was o
shine out like little rifts of light in tha
dark cloud of existence.

And now the time was coming when I
was to be decided whether, by a last bold
stroke, the credit of the house of Girdle-
stone was to be saved, or whether the
attempt was to plunge them into deeper
and more hopeless ruin. An unscrupulous
agent pamed Dangworthy had been dis-
patched to Russla well primed with in-
structions as to what to do and how to
do it. He had been in the employ of
an Fnglish corn merchant at Odesss,
and had some knowledge of the Russian
language which would be Imvaluable to
him in his undertaking. In the character
of an English gentleman of scientific
tastes he was to establish himself In some
convenient village among the Ural Moun-
tains. There he was to remain some little
time, so as to arouse confidence in the
people before making his pretended dis-
covery. He was then to carry his rough
diamonds to Tobolsk, as the nearest large
town, and to exhibit them there, backing
up his assertion by the evidence of villag-
ers who had =een him dig them up. The
(Girdlestones knew that that alone would
be sufficient when telegraphed to England
to produce a panic in the sensitive dia-
mond market. Before any systematie in-
quiry could be made, Langworthy would
have disappeared, and their little spacula-
tion would have come off. After that the
gooner people realized that it was a hoax
the better for the conspirators. In any
case, there seemed to be no possibility
that the origin of the rumor could ha
traced. Meanwhile Ezra Girdlestons had
secured his passage in the Cape mail
steamer Cyprian., On the night that he
left he sat up some time In the library
at Eccleston square talking over the mat-
ter for the last time with his father,

(To be continuoed.)

He Grasped the Idea.

“Harmony In costumes is the thing
now." remarked Mrs. De Style, “the
idea belng that a woman of fashlon
should clear!y express her personality
in her attire.”

“Well, my dear.”” rejolned her hus
band, “that being the case, you couldn’t
possibly Improve on your presenl cos-
tumes"’

“I'hey are certainly elaborate,” sald
her ladyship, “hut do they fully express
my character?”

“Sure thing.” answered the mere
man. *“Any one can readlly see that
you haven't a single thought beyond
them.”

Stirred Him Up.

“(heer up, old man,” sald the In-
valld's friend, “you're not going to die
)‘0'-"

“You het T ain’t!™ declared the In-
valld with a new determination.

“That's the way to talk.”

“Yeg, | heard the doctors quarreling
about which one of them should per.
from the autopsy, &0 I'm Just going to
fool ‘em.”"—Philadelphla Press,

E To He Encournged.

“Bliggins always repeating
things his ehildren say.*™

“Well,” answered Miss Cayenne, “he
ought to encouraged. 1 have no
doubt they much less wearlsome
than his orlginal remarks would be."
—Waushington Star.
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Philosophlieal,
“Reg pardon, ma'am,” sald the but-
jer, “but your son has just eloped with
the parlor mald.”™
«(h, that isn't so bad,” rejolned Mrs.
Uppson. “He might have eloped with
the cook—and I pever could have re-
placed her.”

A Pletare toa Admire,

Artist—What kind of pleture do you
admire most?

Friend—Itare engravings. [ partien-
larly admire the landscapes on the back
of a $§100 bill

Give It Up.

Mother—Raymond, that hole wasn'y
in your stocking this morning.

Raymood—Where was It, then?

Improved Ditohing FPlow,

A recent Invention provides an Im-
proved ditehing plow, especlally adapt-
el for digging tiling sewer ditches or
dralning ditches, The deylce Is of very
simple construction, and capable of ef-
fective service in any character of soll.
It Is especlally adapted to be drawn
by a tractlon englne or capstan, says
Sclentlflc Amerlean. As shown In the
engraving, It comprises a beam A,
which extends forward and with an
upward inclination from the cleaner B.
The latter s trlangular In shape, being
provided with two diverging wings. The
purpose of the cleaner Is to travel over
the surface of the ground and remove
the excavated material from the edges
of the ditek. The beam A Is hinged to
the cleaner, so as to provide for a cer-
taln amount of vertical motlon. RBelow

the beam and forming an angle there
with is a blade C, provided with a cut-
ting edge at its lower énd, which serves
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THE PLOW IN USE

to enter the earth more or lesy deeply
as the plow Is drawn forward, and
carry the excavated material to the
gurface. At its forward end this blade
1§ braced by means of a support D,
which Is fastened to the heam A. At
the forward end of the beam A Is A
clevis bar E. which Is secured at Its
upper end to draft bar F, extending to
the rear of the beam A. In this clevis
bar are a series of apertures adapted
to recelve a link to which a pulley block
18 connected. This block serves to re-
celye the cable that s passed to the
windlass or drum of the tractlon en-
gine, for the purpose of drawing the
var forward, Owing to the lightness of
this plow, It may readlly be loaded
upon a truck and transported from
slace to place.

PBuft Orpington Fowls,

No varieties of fowls are better sult-
#1 to the requirements of farmers and
others than Barred and White Plym-
outh Rocks, White
Wyandottes and
Bufll Orpingtons
Both Barred Plym-
outh Rocks and
White Wyandottes
are to be found In
every locality, and
eggs from them
may bhe bhad at rea-
sonnhble cost. No
variety seems to
have n greater
hold on the farming eommunity than
the Barred Plymouth Rock. The Or-
pingtons are comparatively newcomers,
but have rapldly made thelr way to a
first place In the utllity class. Partlen-
larly may this be sald of the buff varl-
ety. Buff Orpingtons are one of many
varleties and probably the most popular
of the Orpington famlly, They are rap-
idly replacing many wornout stralns
and mongrels on onr farms and have
taken a front place in the utility poul-
try ranks as winter layers and market
fowls, There I8
great demand for
egga and fowls of
this breed. They
have light-colored
lega nand white
flesh., Chlckens are
hardy apd grow
rapidly, Eggs are
of medium or larg-
er Blze, according
to straln.

White Orplngtons are a most proMls-
Ing varlety and are llkely to become
popular on account of thelr merlts as
layers and table fowls.—Exchange,

Stndy of Binckhead Diseane,

The blackhead disease which has be-
come so destructive to turkeys In the
past few years has been under Investl-
gatlon by the experiment station at
Kingston, Rhode Island. A small para-
site, mleroscople In slze, Is the cause
of the trouble. It llves In the tissues
of the turkey and causes Irritations
that result in the death of the affected
bird. The Rhode Island experiments
ghowed that more than four-fifths of
the young poults exposed In infected
yards die before they are slx weeks
old. The dlsease has been popularly
gupposed to be confined to birds over
slx weeka, It Is notably a disense af-
fecting young turkeys, but one from
which the older turkeys do not escape.
Of the one-fifth that do escape or sur-
vive {ta ravages at least ten to twenty-
five per cent may dle thronghout the
year at almost any age.

The eradleation and preventlon of
the disease s somewhat diffienlt but no
rellance can be placed on any drug to
cure a bird that is already Infected.
Binece the blackhead dlsease s less pre-
valent In dry situations It s apparent
that sandy, well-drained lands are bet-
ter for ralsing turkeys than the beay-

BUFF URPINGTON.

-
URPINGTON HEN.

ter molst clay sol

The Cat Under the Dan.

According to the report of the Stata
Game Comnlsslon of Pennsylvania for
1007, song and Insectlvorous birds In
that state are increasing and gome
hirds becoming searcer, Bear and deer
nre rapldly Increasing.

Bears are now protected in Pennsyl
vania by a legal close season during
the spring and summer months, Dur-
Ing the season of 1007 there were killed
in the state 230 deer.

Dr. Joseph Kalbfus, chief game pro-
tector of the state, recommends the
placing of a bounty on the scalps of the
domestic cat as well as on those of the
wildeat.

“Phere 18 no greater destroyer of
bird life,” he declares, “than the bouse
eat.”

The legislative appropriation for
bountles on noxious animals and birds
was Insufficlent to meet the demands
upon it last year. A much larger ap
propriation is ealled for, and the addl-
tion of the great horned owl and the
goshawk to the outlawed class Is re-
quested.

Stariing Seeds Indoors,

Any one who Intends to start seads
indoors needs a knowledge of varlous
facts  concerning each varlety—the
length of tlme needed for germination,
the time required for the plant to reach
the blooming or frultage stage, and
whether It ean be transplanted to the
open ground with safety In early
spring, or not untll considerably later,
For instance, says Suburban Life,
chrysanthemum seeds wlll germinate In
from five to ten days, but the plants re-
quire a very long senson of growth be-
fore flowering, and the person who gets
ahead of Jack Frost must sow the
geeds not later than March 1—and
earller, If possible. WIith varleties
which germinate qulckly, grow rapld-
ly and bloom early, the sowing should
be delayed at lenst a month, to avold
the trouble of repeated transplantings,
to prevent the seedllng plants from
getting “leggy” and wenk.

America Hana the Healthieat Cattle

Secretary of Agriculture Wllson says
the Unlted States has the healthlest
cattle of any nation on the face of the
eqrth. This I8 owing to our rigid sys
tem of Inspeetion and our prompt meas-
ures to eradicate dlsenses. In Europe
40 per cent of the cattle are Infected
with tuberenlosis, and In the Unlted
States only 10 per cent, and we wlill
goon have It entirely eradleated. We
have Inspectors In Europe, and not one
anlmal Infected in any way Is permlt-
ted to be shipped to this country,

Holateina Preferred.

The Towa State board of control will
soon have 1,000 Holsteln cows at |ts
different institutions, Different breeds
have been used heretofore, but It has

heen declded to have only one hrm-el!

nnd Ilolstein was selected beecause of
Its milk-giving qualities. Last year
the cows nt the Towa institution gave
nearly a quarter of a million gallons
of milk and this amount will be In
creased,

Measnring Hay In Stacks,

To find the number of tons In long,
gquare stacks, multiply the length In
yards by the width In yards, and that
by half the altitnde In yards. Then
divide that by fifteen. For elrcular
stacks multiply the square of the clr-
cumference of the stack In yards by
four times the altitude In yards and
divide by two. The quotlent will be
the number of cuble yards. Divide by
fifteen for the number of tons.

Fence Posta.

Wyoming experiments In preserving
fence posts show that when the posts
were dipped n erade petrolenm and
burned off so that the char comes above
the ground when posts are set, they
will keep Indefinitely.

Proceas Butter,

The government iospectlon of reno-
vated butter last year showed a total
production of 63,000,000 pounds of such
butter, an Increase of 13 per cent over
the preceding year.

Farm Facta and Fancles,

Hogs need clean, pure water as much
as the rest of the stock. See that they
get It.

Perhaps you do not realize It. bm
the dearest animal on your farm s the
cheap scrub.

Which do you keep? The cow that
mnkes more than she eats or the cow
that eats more than she makes?

It Is fmpossible to plant an orchard
or a windbreak In the winter time, but
it 18 possible and profitable to plan one
or both.

Fungous dlsenses and Insect pests
can be kept from taking the profits of
the orchard this next season by falth-
ful, judiclous spraying.

The five to elght quarts of mllk a
day cow wlll never return the farmer
an adequate profit, unless the percent-
age of buiter fat Is high.

An argument In favor of the open

head In frult trees Is that the frult on

such trees does not rot so badly as that
on trees with dense heads

First the framework, then the trim-
mings. Bo with stock-ralsing. Feed
to get the biggest kind of growth, then
lay on the fat as fast as possible

A dalry cow must be given more feed
than just enough for her own support
If she s to be relled upon to give any-
thing for the supnort of her owner.

BPELLING NAMES

ThereWas No Doubt About Hannan
When the English Lady Finished.
A bygone generation witnessed an

aerimonlons controversy In the Irish
fumlly of O'Conor In County Roscom-
mon us to the right of any branch of
the ancleny race to spell the name
thus—wlith one *n." That rvight, It
wus malotalned, was held only by the
O’Conor Don as head of the house.
8o prolonged wus the contest between
the partisuns of the O'Conor and
O'Connor titles that It was ealled the
“N-lesg” (standing for “endless') cor-
respondence. Finally the questlon was
referred to SBir J. Bernard Burke, the
Ulster king of arms. His declslon
colnelded with a decislon In a certain
other matter—namely, that much might
be sald ‘on elther slde. The two dis-
puting famllles had a common orlgin,
o klng of Connaught, and could wlith
propriety and In accordance with tra-
ditlon spell the name one way or the
other, Fortlfied by this “award,” the
two familles have continued to spell
thelr name with one “n" up to the
present houz,

Equally firmin on the question as to
how hls nanie should be spelled was the
witness in a case tried In the king's
bench o few years ago.  Asked his
name, his prompt reply was “John
"Awking.”  “Do you,” querial counsel,
“spell your name with or without an
8 B The emphatle answer was,
“J-o-h-n''  As a rule, however, ag we
have sald, varlety In the spelling of
!t‘lw names of people, as In that of the
| names of places, owes Its orlgin to peo-
ipIe not belng so clear a8 was our friend
lrn-gar:llug how o nume should be spell-
ed,

Two storles In [llustration of this
occur to us, In the first Mrs. Qulver-
ful was having christened her latest
baby. The old minister was a little
deaf. “What name dld you say?' he
guerled. “I sald,” replled the mother,
with some asperity, “lannab.” “Do
you,"” sald the other, “mean Anna or
Hannah?' ‘Look 'ere,” exclalmed the
now thoroughly exasperated lady, “I
won't be hexamined In thly way., I
mean ‘Halteh-hay-<hen-hen-hay-halteh'—
Hannah![™

The second Incldent to which we re-
fer 1s this. Ilere nlso there was “a
lady In the case.” She was on an er-
rand, and she had to deal with the
name of another party. In brief, she
had bought a palr of sleeve llnks for
her flance when the shopman asked,
“Any Inltlals, miss?' The rest may be
stuted thus:

She—Oh, yes; 1 forgot. Engrave a
“U' upon them for his first nome,

Shopman—Pardon me, is it Urinh or
Ulysses? Nnmes with “U"™ are rare,
you know,

Bhbe (proudly)—HIis name 1s Eugene,
—London Globe,

Crop Well Worth Haising.

A crop that will produce $15,400 to
the acre has been dlscovered in Brazll,
according to a report to the department
of commerce and labor from Unlted
States Consul 3. An-

General George E.
derson at Rio de Juaneiro, It Is the Bra-
zillan linen and several experimental
plantations are making an effort to put
it Into practical use,

According to the consul general’s re-
port the plant grows twelve to eighteen
feet  high and somewhat resembles
hemp, It matures so rapldly that a
field will produce three c¢rops a year,
The fiber has strength, firmness, flexl-
billty and adaptabllity for Dbleaching
and dyelng.

It may revolutionlze the linen Indus-
try of the world and become an Impor-
| tant competitor of cotton.  An aere will
produce seventy-seven  tons  and  the
product Includes not only the varfous
grades of fiber for fine or coarse linen
but stems and roots can be used for
making paper.

The suggestlon 1s made that the agrl-
eultural department should Investigate
this wonderful plant and see if It can
be produced In the portions of the Unit-
ed States that are free from frost. The
plant 18 sald to be ‘absolutely hard, re-
slsting allke the dry or rainy senson,
bearing equally well on dry or wet sol)
and not a prey to insects or mildew."

My Choloe,
I'd rather be happy than sad,
I'd rather be good than bad;

1'd rather rejoice, yes, this is my choles,
Than brood over the troubles I've had.
I'd rather be modest than proud,

1'd rather be quiet than loud;
I'd rather look up, to the sky's golden
cup,
Than walk with my head always bowed

I'd rather be healthy than sick,
I'd rather be certain than quick;
I'd rather be broke than have It be
spoke
1 grew rich by an underhand trick.
I'd rather be sober than tight,
I'd rather be kindly than fight,
U'nless, It were true, only
would do
The work to establish the right.

fighting

I'd rather be free than a slave,
I'd rather be noble than brave;
I'd rather be me, with my babe on my
knee,
Than the richest old man near the grave.
I'd rather be lavish than mean,
I'd rather my wife than a queen,
And I'd rather my home than the splenr
dors of Rome
Or the castles that Europe has seen.
—Detroit Free Press.

Pride and Pried,
“Riffers gets his new car out several
times a day. Matter of pride, I sup-
?.l
' “Yep. Prled It out of a mudhole
three times last Monday."—Cleveland
Plaln Dealer.

The more children a woman has, the
fewer theorles she has




