
LEGAL INTOBMATION. JBetween Two Fires
By ANTHONY HOPE

"A wltc man will make more opportunities
than he finds. " Francis Bacon.

Deotroylnir Weeds.sssBsjys.

It up, and the C. means to take !t to-

night. He will have only a few men, the
rest not near. He will be at the bank at
two, with about twenty men. Take your
own measures. All here favor you. He
threatens me with violence unless 1 marry
him at once. He watches The Songstress,
but if you can leave her at anchor and
land in a boat there will lie no suspiclou.
Do not punish me more by disbelieving
me. CHRISTINA".

"P. S. M. and the C. are on bad
terms, and M. will not be active against
you,"

Fiwn the whole I thought this would
bring him. I doubted whether he would
believe very much in it, but it looked

probable. Again, he was so fond of a
bold stroke, and so devoid of fear, that
it was very likely he would come and
see if it were true. If, as we suspected,
he already had a considerable body of ad-

herents on shore, he could land and re-

eonnoiter without very great danger of
falling into the Colonel's hands. Finally,
even if he didn't come, we hoped the let-

ter would be enough to divert his atten-
tion from, any thought of fugitive boats
and .runaway lovers.

To my mind it is nearly as difficult
to .'be consistently selfish as to be abso

whether I shall be obeyed or get a bullet
through my head."

"Pray be calm," said I. "You didn't
let me finish !"

"Let you finish !" he cried. "Yon seem
to think jabber does everything. The end
of it all is, that either you give me the
money, or I take jt and if you Interfere,
look out !"

t
"That is just what I was going to pro-

pose, if you hadn't interrupted me," I said
quietly, but with inward exultation, for I
saw herwas just in the-stat- of mind to
walk eagerly into, the, trap I was prepar-
ing for him.

"What do you mean?" he' asked.
T explained to him that it was Impossi-

ble for me to give up the money. My
reputation was at stake ; it was my duty
to die in defense of that money a duty
which, I hastened to add, I entertained
no intention of performing.

"But," I went on, "although I am
bound not to surrender the money, I am
not bound to anticipate a forcible seizure
of.it.. In times of disturbance parties of
ruffians often turn to plunder. Not even
the most rigorous precautious can guard
against it. Now It wduld be very possi-
ble that even a band of sneh
marauders might make an attack on the
bank, and carry off all the money in the
safe."

t .. ,
"Oh!" said the Colonel, "that's the

game, is it?"
"That," I replied, "is the game; and a

very neat game, too, if you play it prop-
erly."

"And what will they say in Europe,

. Requiring milk dealers to register
with the health commissioner, aud pay
a registration fee, Is held, In St. Lou's
vs. Grafeman Dairy Co. (Mo.), 1 L. R.
A. (N. S.) 030, tq be a valid police
regulation.

Prohibiting the sale of milk contain-
ing any preservative Is held, in St
Louis vs. Sehuler (Mo.), 1 L. It. A.
(N. S.) 1)28, to be within the police
power, although there may be preserva-
tives which are not deleterious to
health.

A gift of his accumulated property
by;a man to his children at a time when
he is earning a good Inecune Is held,
In 'James vs. A Her (N. J. Err. & App.),
2 L. It. A. (N. 8.) 2S5, not voidable
at. his option, although the act may be
Improvident

Owners of prqperty abutting on a
highway adjacent to a railway track
are held in Hyde vs. Fall Uiver (Mass.),
2 t. H. A. (N. S.) 200, not to sustain
aiiy special damages by discontinuance
of the street Within the railroad right
of way and the erection of a bridge
to carry the street over the tracks as
that in order tq cross the tracks they
are obliged to go away from them until
they roach the foot of the bridge ap-

proach.
An unattested holographic will, exe-

cuted in a foreign country according to
Its lawjs, by a citizen qf one of the Uni
ted States domiciled there, Is held. In
Lindsay vs. Wilson (Md.), 2 L. It. X.

(N. S.) 408, to pass real property sub-

sequently acquired In that State, under
a statute providing that every will
made out of the State shall be held
valid, If made according to the forms
required by the law of the place where
the same Is made, or where such person
Is residing nt the time that it Is made.
A ,note tq this case reviews all the
other authorities on conlllct of laws as
to wills.

PENNIES BY THE MILLION.

Twetatyrflvo Tonn of Them In Lon .

clou Mot a Machine 'Weekly.
An English penny Is so nearly 2 cents

of our currency that the difference is
negligible. It Is given out that the
South Metropolitan Gas Company,

Lwhleh does : a large business on the
south side of London, takes about 25
tons of pennies from the slot machines
every week. These slot machines! are
used for the purpose of supplying gas
to the poorer classes who are compelled
to buy it in small quantities, a penny
paying for about twenty-eigh- t cubic,
feet The eoinpany has perhaps 200,-00- 0

of these slot machines In opera-

tion.
It becomes an Interesting question

bow much money Is "represented by 25
tons of pennies. An Knglish penny
weighs approximately 145 grains. As
a pound avoirdupois contains 7.OO0

grains, the pennies run very near to
48 to the pound. A long ton, or 2.210
pounds, would therefore make 107.520

pennies, and 25 tons would mean
These would be worth $5.'5,-"f- o,

a large sum. Indeed, but hardly
so large as the great weight would lead
us to expect.

In a year, however, the slot machines
would mean payment for four billion
cubic feet of gas, which is less than
one-thir- d of the nmount annually sold
by the company. At the same time it
shows an Immense value for a small
retail trade to the classes that are so
poor that they buy a penny's worth of
gas at a time. In this case a slot ma-

chine supplies a' real want, and while
;he poor many pay more for gas In such
small quantities, they are at least en-

abled to purchase it In quantities with-

in their means. Iuisville Courier-Journa-l.

Ilotv to See Four Moonn.
A pretty experiment can be made

with fl hand mirror any nluht when
there Is a full moon. Hold the mirror
so that the moon's Image will Ik seen
In It and you will bo surprised to see
four moons Instead of one. One moon
will be very bright, but the other three
will be In a straight line nnd quite
dull, one dull linage on one side of tho
bright moon and the other two on the
other side. Turn the mirror around
slowly, still holding Its face to the
moon, and the reflections will seem to
revolve around a common center.

You can make the same experiment
with any one of the very bright stars,
such as Sirlm. Venus or Jupiter, but
with these there will be three Images
Instead of four, ns the ntunlier seen de-

pends on the breadth of the object.
The explanation Is simple. There nre

two surfaces In a mirror, one In front
and the other where the quicksilver K
The brightest reflection conies from the
object Itself, the others nre what Is
known ns "secondary linages" retleeted
from the front to the back of the mir-
ror and thence to the eye. The magic
mirror never falls to excite a good deal
of wonder and ii an Interesting exierl-me- nt

as well.

The Heat lie Could Say.
Ooodley The lines In Deleter's new

comic opera are exceedingly bright and
witty. He's quite a remarkable libret-
tist.

Crittlcfc Yes, he certainly has a
memory. Philadelphia Press.

The Difference.
Ninon What Is the difference

the love of a lover and the love
of a husband?

Ninette! Altout 350 degrees Fahren-
heit

Drug stores In big aud little towns
re "dififereuC

There are two ways of completely
destroying weeds. One is to let them
have the opportunity to grow, nnd, by
frequently cultivating them, turn them
under as fast as they make their ap-
pearance; the other being to crowd
them out by growing some crop that
will hot give the weeds a chance to
grow. No system of cultivation will
kill nil the weeds If a crop Is desired

such ns corn for the grass nnd
weeds will only be kept down so long
as cultivation lasts, especially; ns corn
is usually "laid by" at a time when
the weeds are producing seeds, thus es-

tablishing themselves for the succeed-
ing year. As a test of what supposed
clean culture of corn, may be, simply
cut down a row of stalks and a row
of weeds will remain. As a single weed
produces thousands of seed, the labor
of destroying tthe weeds must be re-

peated next season;

Grind the May and Stover.
Alfalfa ;meal is a standard commod-

ity on-.th- e feed market, yet I see but
little In print ns to the results of feed-
ing It, but the few dairymen, says I
W. LIghty In National Stockman, I
heard speaking about the experience
they had with it seemed very favor-
able. A prominent Pennsylvania dairy-
man a few days ago told me I.e. Is
about putting In grinding machinery
that will handle the timothy nnd mixed
hay nnd reduce them to a fine ground,
crushed condition. Who ever tried this
practically? Is there any available In-

formation In the experiment station re-

ports? I would not like to commit my-

self, but It seems to me theoretically
that we could do the' rougher part of
the chewing cheaper with gasoline or
alcohol power than with cow power. It
has been amply demonstrated that
feeding the cow easily digested feed
saves, feed. . ......

Wonder of Concrete.
Here are some concrete possibilities.

You can build concrete foundations,
sidewalks, fences, water troughs, cis-

terns, water tanks, shelves, cesspools,
gutters, tloors of all kinds In the cellar,
barn and stable, steps nnd stairs, well
curbs, horse blocks, stalls, b,og,pens,
troughs, chicken housen, corn cribs, lef
houses, Incubator cellars, mushroom
cellars, bolted frames, bridge nbut-ment-

chimneys, ventilators, rams,
windmill foundations, fence posts,
clothes posts and hitching posts. There
Is one farm where the iost nnd rail
fences and the feed bins are concrete,
and In another even the lattice under
the house piazza and the laundry stove
are made of It. Cases of this kind are
extreme and Impractical, however.
Farming.

Value of Weight In Hnmen.
Every hundred jiouikIs additional

weight In the case of a heavy draft
horse is worth from 25 to 50 cents
more per hundredweight when making
a sale. A farmer is In position to feed
as cheaply a.s any professional feeder.
Tq sell well on the market horses must
be fat, sleek and well groomed. The
buyers demand fat. If one has time
to give proper exercise and light work,
something may be added to the value
of the horse, and It will lie ready to
go right into the heavy work qf a city
buyer. A little additional grooming,
together with blanketing, for a month
will also add a good bit to the selling
price.

PnrklnK nnd Storing Apple.
The apples that are to be kept over

winter must be carefully picked from
the trees by hand, as every apple that
falls tq the ground will be bruised and
rendered unfit for the barrel, .nny In-

jury hastening decay. Should decay
begin with one apple all the others
In the barrel are nl.so liabh? to Income
diseased. Apples must be stored In
a cool place, but should not freeze.
It Is the alternate changing of tenqier-atur- e

that damages them In storage.
Clean barrels should be used, the ap-

ples shquld be as uniform as possible,
and sent to the market In an attractive
form.

Profit In Small Frnlt.
Ten acres of small fruits will often

make a man more truly prosjx-rou- s

than ten times ns much land In wheat
or corn. He may not be worth as much
In nctual capital Invested, but he will
be getting a larger net Income, nnd
doing It with less severe toil. The
small farm well tilled, whether It be
In fruits, dairy, vegetables, etc., Is nl
most always the most satisfactory. Th
principal capital needed to start such
a farm Is a level head and knowledge
qf the business.

rnalnrlnic t'lover.
Clover Is Injured when cattle are

permitted on the field when the land
Is very wet There is a temptation to
allow cows to use the clover fields
scone, but nny gain by so doing Is al-

ways at the expense of loss In some
other manner. Cattle do much harm
by tramping; for which reason not
even the pasture should le used until
the grass has made considerable jrrowtli.
Close grazing should never be allowed.

Oata for Cattle.
Ton for ton, many farmers nre find-

ing out that unthreshed e,ats, tut when
the grain Is In the rather soft donirli
(milky) state, and cut fine with a!
stalk cutter, are r than meadow
hay cut equally fine to feed cattle,
especially milch cows. As a rule, good
farmers raise far more weight of oats
to the acre than of hay.

CHAPTER XX. (Continued.)
We hnJ no time to waste in abusing

the Colonel ; the question was how fo
outwit him. I unfolded ray plan to the
Signorina, not at all disguising from her
the difficulties,. and even dangers, attend-
ant upon it. Whatever mayhave been
Ler mind before and after, she was at
this moment either so overcome with her
fear of the Colonel; 'or so carried away
by her feeling for hvthat she made noth
Ing of difficulties find laughed t dangers,
pointing out that though ' failure would
be ignominious, it .could, not substantially
aggravate our present position.

"Are you going ' to take "any" of" the
inoney away with rou:Y', she askea.

"Xo," said "I doa't think so. It
would considerably increase the risk if I
were seen hanging abontthe, bank i.. you

know he's got spies' all over the place.
Itesides, what good" would it do? I

couldn't stick to ft. and I'm not' inclined
to run anv more risks merely to save the
tank's pocket.. The bank hasn't treated
me so well as all that., I propose, to rely
on jour bounty till I've time to turn
round. Xow. shall I Come for you 1

nsked her when we had arranged the other
details. -

"1 think not," she. said. "I believe the
Colonel has one of my .servants in his
lay. I can slip out by myself, but I
couldn't manage so well if you were with
r.ie. The sight of yon Would excite cu

riosity. I will meet you at thebottom' of

Ulierty street."
"At two o'clock" iii the moaning exactly,

please. Don't coine through the Piazza
and Liberty street.- - Come, tound.hy .the.

drive." (This was a sort of boulevard
cencirclina the town, where tne aristocracy
was wont to ride and drive.) "Things
ought to be pretty bus'yabout the bank
li.v then, and no one will notice yotn You

bare a revolver?"
"Yes." ,. ... ...

"All, right. Don't hurt anyone if you

can heh) it; but if you do, don't leave

tiim fo linger in agony. "Now I'm off," II
continued. "I suppose IM better not come

and see you again?'.' ' . t . .

"I'm afraid you mustn't, Jack. YouTve

been here two hours already." . ,

"I shall be in my rooms in the after-

noon. If anything goes wrong.'send your'
carriage' down the street and have It

Ftopped at the groeer's. I shall take that
for a siirn." . - -r

The Signorina agreed, and we parted
tenderly.' My last words Ver'e :

"You'll send" that?" message to Whitting;
' "ham at once?"- - -

"This moment," he said,- as she waved
me a kiss from the door of the room.

CHAPTER XXI. n

1 was evidently in for another day as

unpleasantly exciting as the one I had

spent before the revolution, and I reflect-

ed sadly that if a man once goes in for

things of that kind, it's uone so easy to

pull up. Luckily, however, I had several

things to occupy me, and was not left to

fret the day away in idleness. First I

turned my steps to the harbor. As I

went I examined my pockets and found a

in in total of nine hundred and fifty do-

llars. This was my all, for of late I had

deemed it wis to carry my fortune on

my person. Well, this was enough for

the present: the future must take care of

Itself. So I thought to myself as I went
along with a light heart, my triumph in

love easily outweiching all the troubles

and dangers that beset me. Only land me

afe out of Aurea-talan- with the Sig-

norina by my side, and I asked nothing

more of fortune '. Let the dead bury their
dead, and the bank look after its dollars'.

Thus musing, I came to the boat house
where my launch lay. She was a tidy

little boat, and had the advantage of be-in- s

workable by one man without any
rl.fficnlty. All I had to .arrant was how

lo embark on her unpereeived. I sum-

moned the boatman in ehare and ques-

tioned him closely about the probable state
of the weather. lie confidently, assured

ine it would be fine but dark.
"Very well," said I, "I shall go fishing;

tart overnight and have a shy at them
at sunrise." ...

The man was rather astonished at my

unwonted energy, but of course made no

objection.
"What time do you start, sir?" he

asked.
"I want her ready by two," said I.

"'Leave her nt the end of your j"tty, ready

for me. She'll be all safe there, won't
he?"

"Oh. yes. sir. Nobody'll be about, ex-

cept the sentries, and they won't touch
Ler."

I privately hoped that not evon the sen-

tries would be about, but I d.dn't say si.
"Of course, sir. I shall lock the g.ite.

You've got your key?"
"Yes, pll right, and here you are and

much obliged for your trouble."'
Highly astonished rnd grateful at re-

ceiving a laree tip for no obvious reason
rather a mistake on my part), the man

was profuse in promising to make every
arrangement for my comfort. Even when

I asked for a few cushions, he diss-m-Lle-

his scorn and agreed to put them in.
"And mnd you don't sit up," I said as

f lift him.
"I'm not likely to sit up if I'm not

obliged," be answered. "Hope you'll have
; ood pport, s!r."

From the harbor I made my way
atraight to the Golden House. The Colo-rie- i

was rather surprised to see me ngain
am nmiti, but when I told him I came on
l.usiness. he put his occupation on one

le and listened to me.
I with some anxiety, for if he

tus erted my gx faith all would be lost.
However, I was always a good hand at a

I, and the Colonel was not the Presi-

dent.
"I've come about that money question,"

I Mid.
"Well, have yon com to your senses?"

tV nsked. with his habitual rudeness.
"1 can't give you the money," I went

on.
"You sit there and tell me that? Do

jon know that if the soldiers doa't have
money in a few hours, they'll upset me?
Thejr re ready to do It any minute. I

don't know sow when I give an order

Halr-Ball-a.
'

We are frequently asked what causes
hair-ball- Tlese coneretlcuis are pro-
duced by the animals licking them-
selves or other animals. As a result
of this habit the hairs swallowed are
carried around by the contractions of
the stomach and gradually assume the
form of a 6inall pellet or bail. These
Increase In size as fresh quantities of
hair are Introduced into the stomach,
which become adherent to the surface
of the hair-bal- l. These hair-ball- s are
found most frequently h the reticulum

'or second stomach, although sometimes
In the rumen. In calves, hair-ball- s are

i generally found In the 'fourth stomach,
i There are no certain sjanitoBis jby

which we qju determine the presence
of hair-ball- a'nd therefore uo treat-jme-

can be recommended ;far pueli
casfes. The walls of the re.ticjiluui Iiave
in some cases been found" transfixed

j with .nails or. pieces 0f wire.and. jet,
jthe animals during life had not shown
I any symptoms o indigestion, but had
died from maladies' not Involving the
second stomach. St Louis Globe-Democr-

Handy Han Holder.
To construct this bag holder make

a fnnnel with faur boards 10 Inches
long, 12 InclTes wide at top; 7 Inches
wide nt bottom ; take four laths 1 and

II A Q HOLDER.

2 Inches,' 3! feet long, and fasten on
funnel for feet, with sullicient slant
to stand steadily ; drive four small
nails In funnel, 3 Inches from bottom,
at corners, to ho.ok bag on. For filling
corn In ear In phosphate sacks, the
funnel should be made larger, so corn
could be readily shoveled in with grain
shovel. Farm Progress.

Bin Demand for Pork.
The demand for pork this year has

astonished even the most sanguine
friends of the hg. Both fresh and
cured meats have been taken in large
volume right along at prices which
were so high that they were expected
to check consumption. There are thre"
reasons why this condition has existed
and still exists. First is the prosper-
ity of the South, a large consumer o

cured meats. The Southern trade was
never larger than it is to-da- Next
is the growing foreign trade, which
like our own, seems to proceed regardl-
ess, of prices. And, finally, the people
of this ce.untry have learned to eat
bacon. Its consumption Is unprece-
dented in our history, and is still grow-

ing. There has been no shortage In

numbers of hogs, but a vastly increased
demand. This is why prophecies based
on hog supplies have failed and are
likely tq fail in the future. National
Stockman.

Handling the Tnunar Home.
It Is so easy to ruin a young horse

or let him lose his life that it Is a won
der people are not more careful. Coun-

try boys often think it "smart" to
hitch up a green colt and drive to town
the first trip. It looks dashing nnd
brave, but It Is really senseless. A

frightened young animal threw Itself
on a paved street of a town the first
time It was taken there and broke Its
leg. It was iK'wIldered by the noise
and crowds and had never felt the
touch of harness before. Don't go off
on Sunday afternoon knowing that
your sons and nil the boys In the
neighborhood will hitch up the colt. A
aolsy, yelling crowd Is enough to scare
a steady horse, and a young one will
try to Jump out of Its skin when sur-

rounded by n lot of youngsters eager
for fun. It may be fun for them, but
the future usefulness of the animal Is

it stake. Klchardson, In National
Stockman.

foK In Winter.
If cows begin to fall off In milk dur-

ing the winter, after lelng given an
abundance of grain and hay, It is an in-

dication that the quarters are cold or
:hat they require some kind of succu-

lent food. Where ensilage Is used, I;
serves as green food, but on farms
where no silo Is filled the food may be
varied by allowing sliced carrots or
turnips, though the !est results can be

lecured by first cooking the turnips and
thickening the mess with bran. When

fed warm the cow will relish the mess

highly, nnd the change of food will Im-

prove the aDDCtite.

lutely, unselfish. I had, at this crisis, ev-

ery Inducement to concentrate all my
effdrts on myself, but I could not get
Jones- out of my head. It was certainly
improbable that Jones would try to resist
the marauding party; but neitheft the'
Colonel nor his chosen band was likely to
be scrupulous, and it was impossible not
to se that Jones might get a .bullet
through his head ; indeed, I fancied such
a step would rather commend itself to the
Colonel, as giving a bona fide look to
the affair. Jones had often been the cause
.of great inconvenience to me, but I didn't
wish to have his death on my conscience,
bo Ji was very glad when I happened to
meet'-hi- on my way back from the Gold-

en 'House, and seized the opportunity of
giving him a friendly hint.

I took him and sat him down beside me
on a bench in the Piazza. I was in no
way disturbed by the curious glances of
the three soldiers who were evidently
charjrfd to keep an eye on the bank and
my dealings with it. ..",

I 'began bV pledging Jones to absolute
Secrecy-- , and then I intimated to him, in
a rohfidabout way, that the Colonel and
I were both very apprehensive of an att-

ack-on the bank.
"The town," said I, "is in a most un-

settled condition, and many dangerous
characters are about. Under these

I have felt compelled to leave
the defense of our oroosrtv in the hands
of the government. I 'have fornraHy in- -

timated to the authorities that we shall
hold.l them responsible for any loss occa-
sioned to us by public disorder. The
Colonel, in the name of the government,
has accepted that responsibility. I there-
fore .desire to iel! yon, Mr. Jonestha in
the lamentable event of any attack on the'
bank it will, not be expected: of yotj t
expose your- - life by resistance. 'Such
sacrifice would be, both uncalled for "and
useless; and I must instruct you that the
government insists that their measures
shall not be1 put in danger of frustration
by any rash conduct on our part. I am
unable to be at the bank this evening;
but in the event of any trouble you will
oblige me by not attempting to meet force
by force. You will yield, and we shall
rely on our remedy against the govern-
ment in case of loss."

These instructions so fully agreed with
the natural bent of Jones' mind that he
readily acquiesced in them and expressed
high appreciation of my foresight.

"Take care of yourself and Mrs. Jones,
my dear fellow," I concluded ; "that is
all you have to do, and I shall be satis-
fied."

I parted from him affectionately, won-
dering if my path in life would ever cross
the honest, stupid old fellow's again, and
heartily hoping that his fortune would
soon take him out of the rogue's nest in
which he had been dwelling.

(To be continued.)

PRESERVING THE FORESTS.

Conserving Streanm by Mean of the
ForeMt HexerveM.

The destruction of our forests has
been going on at so great a rate as to
alarm the public mind and prepare the
people to accept some remedy, says
Outing.

The interests of irrigation and navi-
gation have called attention to the
necessity of preserving the sources of
our water course by retaining or restor-
ing tbo forests from which they flow.

Fortunately many millions of acres
of wooded lands are still held by the
national governments and i;bout S..f hhi,-m- o

acres of these lands have been set
apart In eighty-thre- e permanent nation-
al forest reserves. The primary pur-
pose of these reservations is to con
serve the streams and provide means
of Irrigation and also, in some degree, J

to inlliiciice the rainfall. Tliey are well
scattered in the far west aim are gen- - j

erally upon land which is ..f little value '

for agricultural umk.
They are reserved f ir the use of man !

and not reserved from bis use. The
ripi'iied trees will be cut as they may
Ik- - needed. There lias been much local
opposition to many of thoe reserva-
tions, but time and observation have
greatly changed the local sentiment.
The experimental stage has passed and
they can therefore be as nil
established fad, and the ipiestion nat-
urally arises as to what extent they
may le utilized for the preservation of
the remains of cur birds, fish and game
and be used as sources of propagation
and supply. At least a portion of these
lands should be so used. Th writer of
this article has for many years endeav-
ored to senre legislation to this end.
Wyoming has shown her svmnathv with
the movement by a iierma-- 1

nently closed season In that part of the
forest reserve adjacent to the Yellow- -'

stone National park.

Aokrrf and Antnrrrd,
"Oil, what do you call those things

you hang clothes on?" said Dumley, !

who was trying to think ft "clothes-- ,
tree."

"What things?" aMced J!?g!ns.
"Why, they have nnns that stick out

like this and " j
--Oh, dudes r Philadelphia ledger.

, when ihey hear the Provisional govern
ment is looting private property?"..

"My dear Colonel, you force me to
much explanation. You will, of course,
not appear in the matter." " '"'

"I should like to be there," he remark- -

ed. "If I weren't, the men mightn't
cat ,4hev exact .drift of .the thing."

"ou will Je there, of course, but in-

cognito. Look here, Colonel, itVas plain
as two' peas. Gfve but that' you're going
'to reeonnoiter the coast and keep an eye
on The-- Songstress. Draw off your com-
panies from the Piazza on that pretence.
Thenintake fifteen, or. twenty men you can
trust not more, for it's no use asking
more than you can helpand resistance is
out of the question. About two, when ev-

erything- is pjiet, surround the bank.
Ifones will open when you- knock. Don't
hurt him, but take-hy- n outside and keep
him ouiet. Go in and take the monev.
There's the key to the safe. Then, if you
like.'-s- et firs' to the' place."--v

"Rravo, hiy boy !" said the Colonel.
"There's stuff in you after kll And what
are you gojng to get out of it? I sup
pose that's coming next?"

As the reader knows, I wasn't going
to get anything out of it, except myself
and the Signorina. But it wouldn't do
to tell the Colonel that; he would not be-

lieve in disinterested conduct. So I bar-

gained with him for thirty thousand do-

llars, which he promised so readily that I
strongly doubted whether he ever meant
to pay it.

"Do you think there s any danger of
Whittingham making an attack while
we're engaged on the job?"

The Colonel was, in common parlance,
getting rather warmer than I liked. It
was necessary to mislead him.

"I don't think so," I replied. He
can't possibly have organized much of a
party here yet. There s some discon-
tent, no doubt, but not enough for him
to rely on."

"There's plenty of discontent," said the
Colonel.

"There won't be in a couple of hours."
"Why not?"
"Why, because you're going down to

the barracks to announce a fresh install-

ment of pay to the troops
mornirrg a handsome installment."

"Yes," said he thoughtfully, "that ought
to keep them quiet for one night. Fact
is, they don't care twopence either for me

or Whittingham ; and if they think they'll
get more out of me they'll stick to me."

"Of course." I assented. Indeed, it was
true enough as long ns the President was
not on the spot ; but I thought privately,
that the Colonel did not allow enough for
bis rival's personal influence and pres-

tige, if he once got face to face with the
troops.

"Yes," the Colonel went on, "I'll do

that, and what's more, I'll put the people
in good humor by sending down orders
for a free social in the Piazza

"Delightfully and baro-

nial," I remarked. "I think it's a good

idea. Have a bonfire and make it com-

plete. I don't suppose Whittingham
dreams of any attempt, but it will make
the riot even more plausible."

"At any rate, they'll all be too jolly-t- o

make trouble." said he.
"Well, that's about all. isn't it?" said

I. "I shall le off. I've got fo write to
my directors and ask instructions for the
investment of the money."

"You'll live to le hanged. Martin,"
said the Colonel, with evident admiration.

"Not by you, eh. Colonel? Whatever
might have happened if I'd been obst-
inate! Hoi I shall survive to dance at
vour wedding anvhow. Ltss than a week
now !"

"Yes," said he, "next Saturday's the
day !"

He really looked quite the happy bride-
groom as he said this, and I left him to
contemplate his bliss.

"I would bet ten to one that day never
comes," I thought, as I walked away.
"Even if I don't will I'll back the Presi-
dent to le back before that."

The Colonel's greed had triumphed over
his wits, arid he had fallen into my snare
with greater readiness than I could have
ho;ed. The question remained. What
would the President do when he got the
Signorina's letter? It may conduce to
a lc-tt- understanding of the position if I
tell what that letter was. She gave it
me to read over, after we had compiled
it together, and I still have my copy. It
ran as follows:

"I can hardly hone you will trust me
again, but if I betrayed you, you drove
me to it. I hare given them your money;
it is in the bai.k now. M. refuses to give


