
THE RATE BILL. A CURIOUS BRIDGE IN IRELAND.DOINGS OF OUR NATIONAL LET CONTRACT,

SAYS WALLACEBODY OF LAWMAKERS
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The Interesting structure shown ia the p.cture spans a ravine on the
Irish coast near Belfast. The north coast of the Emerald isle la very
broken, and In many places the public highways are maintained with the
greatest difficulty on account of the winter freshets. So many ordinary
bridges have been carried away by the storms that much Ingenuity has
been exercised In order to secure permanence. One of the latest is this
skeleton structure of steel hoops firmly secured at both ends with anchors of
the same metal.

Provisions of the Measure Passed
by the House.

Washington, Feb 9. The railroad
rate bill ia intended and does comply
specifically with the recommendations
of President Roosevelt on the rate
questiou. It gives the Interstate Com-

merce commission authority, when a
rate has been complained of aa "un-
reasonable" by a ah pper, to investi-
gate that rate, state whether or not it
is unreasonable, and if found to be
unreasonable, to name a rate, which is
to be just and reasonable, and fairly
remunerative, and which ia to be the
maximum rate to be charged.

This rate, bo fixed, ia to go into
effect 30 daya after it ia announced by
the commission, subject, during that
time, to be set aside or suspended by
the commission or by the courts. After
it has gone into effect, it is to remain
the rate for three years. During this
time, according to the opinion that
has been expressed by those who have
participated in the debate, the rate
may also be reviewed Dy tne couns,
and, if found to be in conflict either
with the constitution by being confis
catory, it can be set aside by the courts.

Another important feature is tne
definition of the words '"railroad" and
'transportation," in a manner to in

clude all auxiliary instrumentalities.
This powir to name a reasonable

rate and the inclusion of the auxili
aries within the jurisdiction of the
commission, are said to be the new
features. All other provisions are mod-

ifications of existing law. They in-

clude publicity of railroad methods,
which ia 'o be aided by prescribing a
system of bookkeeping, and enlarging
the commission to seven members and
increasing salaries of members to $100,
000 a year.

CHINESE GOOD SOLDIERS.

Minister Discusses Agitation and Pre-

parations for War.
Berlin, Feb. 9. General Tcbang

Tcheng, the Chinese minister to Ger-

many, in the course of an interview
with the Tageblatt's correspondent on
the disquieting rumors from China,
said that China needed reform in her
head and limbs. Europe, be said,
had been surprised that Japan had be-

come greater than China, whose aol-dier- s,

and especially those in the north-
ern part of the empire, compare physic-
ally with the Prussian guards. Money
for army and navy expenses, he said,
should not, be considered, as the popu-
lation of over 400,000,000 could easily
contribute a milliard where vital inter-
ests were touched.

China, the minister continued,
strong'y wishes for commercial deal- -

ingB with foreign countnea, but prefers
thoee without Chinese colonies. The
missionaries, h added, cause hatred of
foreigners by their tactless proselyting
and the fighting between Protestants
and Catholice.

The minister waa asked if the navy
and army reinforcements which the
United States is sending to the Philip-
pines in the expectation of difficulties
with Chinia might arouse the Chinese
dragon. He replied:

"If the American government sends
reinforcements, who can say it fears
difficulties with China? It is all non-

sense. I believe the armaments are
prepared against somebody el?e; I can-

not express myself more definitely."

APP1AN WAY OF AMERICA.

Perfect Road Will Be Built Straight
Across Ohio.

Cleveland, Feb. 9. Within a year
work will be begun by the National
Good Roads association on a great
highway extending clear across the
state of Ohio, from the Pennsylvania to
the Indiana line, that will be one of
the finest in the world, and, like the
Appian Way, will be built to last for
all time to come. This is the informa-
tion given out today by Colonel W. H.
Moore, president of the association.

The road, which will be the first to
be built acrosB a state uuder the author-
ity of au organization since the old
Federal roads, will cost fl, 500,000.
Of this amount, Colonel Moore says
$750,000 has already been put np by
certain interests that bo will not now
reveal, and the remainder will be se-

cured from the counties through which
it will pass.

Puts Down Siberian Revolt.
St. Petersburg, Feb. 9. General

Linievitch, commander of the Man-churi-

armies, telegraphed to the em-

peror yesterday as follows: "General
Rennenkampff entered Chita, Trans-B.iikali- p,

February 5. without blood-
shed. The inhahi'an's of the town
have been disarmed and work has been
resumed. Two hundred of the revolu-
tionists have been arrested, but a num-
ber of the leaders fled. General Hels-jeoniko-

the military governor of
Chita, has been relieved of his post for
inaction."

Irrigation Congress Dates.
Poise, Idaho, Feb. 9. Tnesday at a

joint meeting of the directors of the
chamber of commerce andthe Commer-
cial rlnb. it was decided that the dates
for the meeting of the National Irriga-
tion congress should be S'ptemher 10
to 15. Thifl action ia subject to the rat
ideation of the executive committee of
the congress, but it is customary to rat-
ify the choice of th people where the
congress is to be held in the matter of
dates.

Will Act for Castro in France.
Washington, Frb. 9. The Venezuel

an government has requested the gov
ernment of the United Htates to take
charge of its consulate in France. Sec
retary Root has dee'ded to comply with
the request and will give the necessary

: - i : u....
dor in Paris.

Friday, February 9.
Washington, Feb. 9. Almost tne

ntire Betsion of the sc nate today was
levoted to the consideration of the ur

pent deficiency bill, which waa paesed
practically aa it waa reported from the
committee on appropriation. The
only discussion waa over an amend-
ment suggested by Patterson to strike
out the provision relieving alien work-
men on the canal from the operation of
the eight-hou- r day law. Patterson
contended that to require men to labor
more than eight' hours a day in the
tropica was inhuman, and argued that
the requirement would do injustice to
American labor. Several senators on
both sides of the chamber controverted
the position. The amendment was
voted down without resort to a roll
call. The senate adjourned until Mon-
day.

Washington, Feb. fl The house to-

day ground out its udual semi-monthl- y

igrist of private pensions, passing in 72
minutes 429 bills for the benefit of vet-

erans who are barred for one reason or
another from coming in under the gen-

eral statute, and thus made a new
speed record for such bills. Seventy-fiv- e

per cent of the beneficiaries are
either blind or bed-ridde- n. This or-

der, with a number of minor bills and
the passage of two amendments to the
Philippine tariff act of 1905, consti
tuted the transactions of the day. The
tariff amendments plpce American cot
ton goods on an equality, so far as the
cost of production is concerned, with
European goods. Low grades of shoes
were admitted at a lower tariff. The

v iiouse adjourned until Monday.

Thursday, February 8.
WashingK n, Jreb. 8. Just enough

morning business was allowed in the
houne preceding the vote on the Hepburn
railroad rate bill today to permit do
laved members to reach their seats be
fore the rolleall ordered the nigi.t be
fore began. Three hundred and forty- -

ix members voted for the bill. Seven,
all Republicans, voted against it. Ap-nlan-

created the announcement of

the result by the speaker to the house,
which had given its undivided atten-
tion to the question of government
rate-makin- g for seven days.

Those voting against the bill were:
Littlefield. of Maine: McCall and
"Weeks, of Massachusetts; Perkins,
Soutbwick and V'reeland, of New
York; and Sibley, of Pennsylvania.

Sullivan, of Masoachusetts, voted
"present," and waa not paired. There
were 2S members i aired, but these
pairs were generally political ones.
None of them was made upon the bill,
and consequently did not indicate op- -

positin.

Washingtoon, Feb. 8 There was
general expectation that today would
witness a revival of yeeterday's exciting
occurences in the senate over Patter-eon'- s

raiicns resolutions, but it was not
realized and the large crowd attracted
to the galleries was compelled to leave
in disaPDoiutincfit when at 3 p. m. the
senate went into executive session,
atter a day devoted largely to ordinary
bills on the calendar.

Wednesday, February 7.
Washington, Feb. 7. By continuing

its session practically to 7 o'clock the
house com.luded all ptel iminary steps to
the passage of the railroad rate bill,
ordered a roll call on the measure and
put. off the final action until tomorrow.

The time for amendment came at 4

o'clock, and for three hours following
one amendment after another came up,
was read, debated in s tine instances
and went down to defeat. So fierce
was the struggle to amend that often
when a paragraph of the bill wa9 con-

cluded in the reading, a dozen members
waved their amendment and shouted
for recognition. Not one of these was
adopted. They contained all manner of
propositions, such as regulating prefe-
rential, the long and short haul, free
passes, court procedure, whole rate bills
and parts of bills, but all "went by the
board."

Washington, Feb. 7. Today for the
first time in many yiars the senate was
made the scene of an effort to administ-
er party discipline to a member of that
body, and the occurrence was one of so
many dramatic details that the many
witnesses will n.it soon forget it. Pat-

terson waa the subject of theelfjrt, and
Bailey, to w hom, in the absence of Gor-

man, the Pemocrhtie leadership is con-
ceded, was the instrument of his party
in the incident.

Wallace Before Committee.
Washington, Feb. (. John F. Wal-

lace waa before the senate inter-oceani- c

canal committer today and made a
statement regarding the severanfe ot
his relations with the Canal commis-
sion. In it he spoke of ti e violent at-

tack of Secretary Taft and Mr. Crom-

well, the only basis of which was, he
said, a difference of opinion between
himself and Taft and Cromwell as to
liia right to decide when he thought
the welfare of the enterprise and bis it
own justified bia resignation, lie was
liable o be dismissel at any time.

Jones Wants Experimental Farms.
Washington, Feb. 6. Representa-

tive Jones introduced a bill appropri-
ating $120,000 to establish and main-
tain experimental farms in Washington
to determine the kird o crops best
adapted to various parts of the state
Mr. Jones also secured an order from
the Agricultural department for the
drainage of 30,000 acres of swamp land
in Stevens county. The land, wl.en
drained, will be valuable

Tuesday, February 6.
Washington, Feb. 6 The senate did

not have an opportunity today to hear
the discussion of Pattereon s resolution
on the action of the Democratic caucus,
which waa partially promised, but
gave the entire day to a review of the
prerogatives of the senate in the matter
of framihg treaties. The question was
raised by Bacon in a speech on his
resolution requesting information con-

cerning the Algeciras conference.
Lodge gave notice of a speech Mon-

day on the railroad rate bill.

Washington, Feb. 6. Having fixed
the end of the general debate on the
rate bill at 4 :30 o'clock tomorrow, the
recognition of the cha'r was passed
around at a lively rate in the house
today. Seventeen epeeches were made,
all of them for the measure. The rail-
roads came in for an unusual amount
of criticism.

Monday, February 5.
Washington, Feb. 5. The senate was

treated to a sensation today by Patter-
son, Dem., Colo., who followed up his
retirement of last Sturday from the
Democratic caucus by introducing a
resolution in effect declaring the action
of the cacus to have been contrary to
the constitution of the United States.

Gallinger succeeded during the day
in securing the nxing ol a date lor vot
ing on the shipping bill, the hour
named being Wednesday at 3 p. m.

Several bills were paesed during the
day and Teller made a speech in oppo-
sition to the shipping bill.

Foraker announced that he had no
intention of attempting to delay action
on the statehood bill, which he op-

posed.

Washington, Feb. 5. Considerable
fault was found with the railroad rate
bill in the house today, considering the
fact that it is a measure of both parties.

Littlefield, of Maine, and Groovenor,
of Ohio, both spoke against the bill.

Ten other speeches were made, all of
them by members who will vote for the
bill, but some of whom would like n
opportunity to amend it. Gaines, of
Tennessee, has an anti-pas- s amendment
which he will bring forward at the
proper time.

At the conclusion of the day Hep-
burn, in charge of the measure, said it
looked now as though debate would
conclude at 3 o'clock Wednesday. The
reading of the bill will begin at once,
and he thinks it can be concluded, all
proposed amendments disposed of and
the bill passed that day before adjourn-
ment.

Wants Land Sold.
Washington, Fb. 12. Senator Ful

ton is preparing to vigorously oppose
the bill soon to be reported by the pub-
lic lands commi'tpe providing for the
repeal of the timber and stone ac un
less he can secure an amendment stip
ulating that 25 per cent of the money
derived from the sale of public timber
shall be turned over to the county in
which the timber is situated. The bill
in contemplation absolutely repeals the
present law and proposes that the gov
ernment shall retain title to all timber
land, selling onlv mature timber at
public auction or otherwise at not lees
than the appraised value.

This in eff"ct places nil public timber
land in permanent reservations. Under
this proposed law, public timber land
will never become subject to taxation,
and in consequence the counties in
which this land is located will be for
ever deprived ot the tenent ot tne
taxes which would eventually accrue,
were this land taken up under the t.u
her an stone act.

New Naturalization Bill.
Washington, Feb. 6. The house

committee on immigration and natural- -

zation practically agreed today on the
HoweU naturalization hill in a slightly
amended form.

As the bill Btands now, it requires
applicants to file their application for
final citizenship papers f'O days before
he hearing; provides that the court

order shall not issue until 30 dava after
the hearing and allows appeals from
court orders.

Germany Hopes for Agreement.
Berlin. Feb. 7. It was reported in

commercial circles today that a tariff
arrangement between Germany and the
United States, to last one year, had
been agreed upon, but inquiry at the
American embassy and at t lie foreign
ollice established th falsity of there-por- t.

The foreign ollice, however, ap-
parently is more hopeful now.

Call on Venezuela to Pay.
Washington, Feb. 5 W. J. Calhoun,

the president's special commissioner in
the apbalt controversy with Venezuela,
ba arrived in Washington, and today
called pt the State department to con-
sult with Secretary Root in relation to
the presentation of facts in his official
report. The decision of the president
again to demand of the Venezuelan
government a settlement of at least a
part of the asphalt company's claims,

is said, marks the refual of the
State department to accept the Vene-znlla- n

contention.

Townsites on Irrigated Land.
Warbington, Feb. 5. The senate ir-

rigation committee today ordered a
favorable report on Senator Hrybnrn's
bill providing for the segregation of IfiO
acre tow nsitea on government irrigation
tract? and requiring the secretary of the
inteiiir to fell water rights in such
towns for municipal and domestic pur-
poses, si.ch water rights to be bought
and con'rolled by th towns. The bill
also authorises the rale of water in
towns for power pubpoee.

Plan to Save Needless Red Tape

in Canal Work.

Panama Railroad a Test of Govern
ment Ownership Gives Cromwe
a Shot Counts Him Among th
Bosses Over Work Says Steven
Earns His Salary.

Washington, Feb. 8. John F. Wal
lace, ex-chi- ef engineer of the Isthmian
Canal commission, today concluded hi
testimony before the senate c.nal com
mittee, except in relation to the type of
canal, which will be taken up after the
reports of the board of consulting en
gineers have been made public. He
said the red tape necessary to the eys
tem involved in governmental work
compelled him to favor the contract
plan of building te canal in order to ex
pedite its completion. He thought the
man in charge of the work on the isth
mus should be the undisputed head
with the governor of the zone second
and the man who haa charge of the
procuring of supplies and men third in
authority.

The present arrangements, he said
amounted to a chain of masters with
the chairman of the commission an ex
ecutive commissioner, Mr. Cromwell,
Secretary Taft and the president, grad
ing down to Mr. Stevens, or the man in
actual charge of operations on the isth
mus. He said Mr. Cromwell had been
included aa one of the masters, for the
reason that he seemed to have certain
undisputed influence which entitled
him to be classed in the chain.

Headquarters ot the commission
should be on the isthmus, Mr. Wallace
said, and the harder the communica
tion with Washington the less the work
would be retarded. He thought the
engireer in charge was not paid an ex
ce?si' e salary.

, Senator Morgan suggested Mr. Stev
ens was receiving as much as all of the
senators on the committee, and Mr
WaMace replied: "Yes; I presume he
earns it."

Discussing rates on the Panama rail
road, he thought there Phould be no
classification of freight in the schedules,
but that a charge of $2 a ton should be
made. C jntinuing be said:

"If tSis government cannot deal with
the rates on that little railroad in
satisfactory manner, it had better leave
the railroad systemB of the United
States alone."

MAKE IT THOROUGH.

President's Orders for Inquiry About
Wreck of Valencia.

Washington, Feb. 8. Formal direc-
tions were issued today by President
Roosevelt for an investigation of the
Valencia disaster, which occurred re
cently upon the North Pacific coast
The instructions are contained in a let
ter to Secretary Metcalf, of the depart-
ment of Commerce and Labor. Presi-
dent Roosevelt's letter follows:

"You are hereby directed to instruct
Lawrence O. Murray, assistant secre-
tary of commerce and labor, and Hei-be- rt

Knox Smith, deputy commissioner
of corporations, as well as Captain
William T. Burwell, United States
navy, who will tie detailed lor service
in jour department, to proceed to Seat-
tle, Wash., and there make thorough
and complete investigation of all the
circmstances attending the wreck of the
steamer Valencia and the case or cases
thereof, and any misconduct, negli-
gence or dereliction of duty upon the
part of anyone related thereto and hav-
ing any upon the loss of life oc
casioned by said disaster; and also, as
yon may direct, to investigate such oth-
er matters bearing upon the safety of
traffic in navigable waters of the Unit-
ed States in that vicinity and the effect-
iveness and sufficiency of the present
aids to navigation along said waters;
and to maKe full report thereon, with
recommendations for such departmental
or legislative action as may be indicat-
ed by said report and findings."

Steamer Portland Floated.
Seattle, Feb. 8. The steamer Port-

land, which went ashore on Spire is-

land last December and wss abandoned
by her crew, will be able to come from
Ketchikan by her own steam. After
the Seattle Commercial company had
tbmdoned the Portlard the underwrit-
ers sent Captain Gibbs north with the
steamer Samon and wrecking apparat-
us to float her. He managed' to get the
boat off the rocks and tow her into
Ketchikan. Temporary repairs were
made and the steamer is now able to
start south under convoy of the Samson

Burlington Denies Charges.
Chicago, Feb. S. Picas of not guilty

to charges of granting illegal rebates
were entered today before Judge Rethea
by representatives of the Chicago, Butl-ingto- n

& (Jiiccy railroad company.
The indictment was based upon the
charge of ganting illegal rebate to the
United States Steel Products Ksporting
compfcny, one of the subsidiary com- -,

panie of the United States Meet cor-

poration. Judge Bethea accepted the
pleas.

Agree on Customs Duties.
Algeciras, Feb. 8. The delegates to

the Moroccan conference tod"y discussed
the customs duties of Morocco and set-

tled a number of details referring to
various articles, but postponed deciding
the queetiong of increasing the general
rate to 124 P" J valorem. Mo- -' w
roeco's request to make tobacco a sta'e
monopoly was approved.
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PRESIDENT OF FRANCE.

Grandaon of a Blacksmith Now
Head of Republic.

M. Fallleres, the man who was elect-
ed President of France to succeed M.
Loubet, is of extremely humble origin.
His father was a magistrate's clerk
and his grandfather a blacksmith,
whose forge nnd cottage, propped up
against the walls of the Cathedral of
Mezzin, have only recently disappeared.
Fallleres, who has been President of
the Senate, has a stainless political
record. He has managed to keep hirn--
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FALLIKKES.

self free from all scandals, notably that
of Panama, which tarnished the repu-

tations of so many public men in
France. On the other hand, he is with-
out any striking individuality, conveys
the idea of lack of backbone, and has
offended a number of people by his
weakness for the pomp and ceremony
of ollice nnd for aristocratic associa-
tions. He will probably be an entirely
passive executive of the will of the
Chambers of the Natiorvil Legislature.
He is terribly fat, not particularly
decorative, nnd will In his fondness for
the trappings of his high estate nt the
Klysee Palace recnll ninny of the nmus-in- g

idiosyncrasies of poor Felix Faure,

ONE ON COLONEL BRAGG.

Judge Itohlnaon fuel the Retort
Courteous in Making up

Qnnrrel.
Some years ngo In Alabama one of

the most talented lawyers practicing
in the South was the late Colonel
Bragg, but he had a peppery temper.

Not only did Colonel Bragg's dispo-
sition Involve him from t.me to time
In serious differences with his col-

leagues but it also lei him to break
off amicable relations with a Judge
Robinson, u most estimable jurist,
who, while presiding over a suit in
which Bragg was interested, had by
his decision incurred the resentmeut
of the advocate. So for a lung time
the colonel declined even to speak to
the Judge, save when it was absolutely
necessary in the course of business.

Finally, however, his better nature
getting the upper hand. Colonel Bragg
determined to apologize to Judge Rob
inson and endeavor to effect a renewal
of their former comparatively pleasant
relations. Meeting the judge one after
noon on the steps of the State house.
he impulsively thrust out his hand
and said:

'See here. Judge, let's be friends
again. This thing I. as gone on long
enough."

"Why or. Bragg.' asked the Ju Ige
in the meekest and mildest way imag-
inable, "what's the matter":"

"Simply this. Judge." continued the
fiery Bragg, "I admire you so Im-

mensely that I cannot for my life tie
content to remain on bad terms any
longer. I felt that 1 must speak ti
you."

"Why er. Bragg." plpol the Judge
in the thinnet of r;ce. a well-f- e

gnel look of astonishment on his
face, "why er, Bragg. h:ien't you
leen spe-ikin- to me?"

At this the l.iwxer wilted. Llppia-cott'- s.

Ticklish Sabjeet.
-- I like to call on M!s Klderlelgh."
"For hm1ucs" sake, why I"
"Because she never bore nie talking

about thing that bappenol when sh
was a little girt." !eelan l Leader.

Two of Sifo's urgent requisites are
good health and a little more niouar.

ROSE FROM POVERTY.

II. II. Rotters, Standard Oil Mag
nate, Wait Once a Xewtboy,

Henry II. Rogers, "the piston rod of
the Standard Oil .engine," rose to his
present commanding position in the
world of finance from the work of a
newsboy In the village of New Bedford,
Mass. But there were members of his
family in the town of Fairhaven, Conn.,
where be was born, who needed his
help and he found a job as delivery boy
in a grocery at ?3 a week and board.
He sent the $3 home and after five
years of service became head clerk. To
this day he recounts to his intimates
his rise to a salary of $8 a week aa the1

proudest achievement of his life.
New Bedford at that time, for Henry

II. Rogers is now nearly 70 years old,
was the home port for fleets of Ameri
can whalers and the sjKrm oil traffic
was large, kerosene being unknown.
Young Rogers knocked about the whal
ers nnd oil refineries with his eyes open
and with an increasing appreciation of
the commercial value of oil. Then came
the discovery of coal oil in Pennsyl
vania, an event that Instantly took the
life out of the sperm oil industry. Rog
ers Joined the rush to the oil fields and
found profitable employment. Here he
began to give evidence of the genius
for organization nnd executive ability
that carried him to his present posi
tion, where he may defy States with
impunity. With astonishing grasp of
the possibilities of the oil trude he pro
posed to the big- - operators one plan af-

ter another for the saving and market-
ing of the products of the wells, and
many of these ideas were adopted.

Mr. Rogers has not been known as
one of the nation's very rich men who
have gone in for any special .form of
charity or philanthropic work. His sen
timental fondness for the town of his
birth, however, has been evidenced by

his lavish expenditure of money for
Fairhaven. Fifteen years ago he be
gan to mane rnirnnven ramous uy no- -

latlng a school house costing ?H.000.
Two years later his children, three
daughters nnd a son, built a library as
a memorial to a sister, stocked it with
books, statues, pictures, nnd endowed

n. H. ROt.LKS.

it with SUH),(HH1. In is; 13 Mrs. Rogers,
now dead, presented Fairhaven with a
Town Hall costing .. mi. mis coun-
try home at Fairhaven cost him more
than $1.kk,ihk, nnd is tun of the show
points nf New Unghind.

But nothing lie ever did in or for the
town of his birth created the sensation
he mndo when, in IS!;, he made a trip
to Fairhaven nnd presented a ietition
to the selectmen that he U made

of stnvts. The salary was
53 a day and the work more than any
man of millions would want to give it.
He was promptly elected "siijicr." to
the consternation of the first families
of Fairhaven and to the disgust of most
of the other families, each of which
had a niemler that wanted the job h!:n- -

self. Previous to that time the streets
f the town had Nvn neglected. Mr.

Rogers was an enthusiastic wheelman.
Thus, in a small way. he was WUs
thwarted In a desire. With character-
istic promptness he applied the same
aggressive methods In this a In a deal
involving tens of millions. On his elec-

tion as super he got out the sn-- plow s

anl kept the streets clear of snow. This
wa9 fii,mPd by a general cleaning up.
pairing and overhauling of the streets

llon tlM, weatilor pormittod. He gave
Falrhaven the best streets boasted by

anJ New Ellfiianj town


