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BOISE RIVER VALLEY.,

irrigation Will Bring Bigger Re-
turms Than Palmy Geld Days.

Gold was discovered in the Boise
River Valley, Idaho, in 1862, and dur-
ing the suncceeding twentv-five years
$200,000,000 were taken out. A large
but evanescent population flocked to
the Valley although the nearest railroad
was 200 miles away and everythiog had
to be freighted in and out, Baut only
one erop of gold could be garnerad and
the expectation was that when the pay-
dirt had all been panned, the valley of
the Boise, llke many other mining dis-
tricts, would vanish from the map asa
producing loculity. Not so, however.
The output of the valiey today from its
hundred or so thonsand acres of splend-
idly irrigated land is fast approaching
the profits realized [rom the mines dar-
ing their best days. Certainly when
the enormous irrigation works which
are there being constructed by the
government are com;leted the output
of agricultore will cootribute to the
wo:ld’s wealth every year and for all
time thereafter,an amount much greater
than the uaual prodocts of the *'basin”
diggings duoring their palmiest
days, while the valley will supporta
population of at least 200,000 people.

The state of Idsho is larger than all
New England, but it has less than two
persons to the equare mile. Wiat it
needs is water; or the storage of the
melting snows from its vast mountain
ranges every year. Its climate is de-
lightful and invigorating, with a latitude
of the sonth of France and northern
Italy. The Boise Valley in the south-
ern part of tho state liea at an elevation
of about 2,500 feet and the lowest tem-
perature daring the year is but slightly
ooder freezing.

In Boise Valley as in California in the
early davs, the demand for food, and
the exorbitant ptices for yegetables and
meat, indnced some of the hardy Argo-
nauts to break the roles of state and en-
gage in what was then coneidered the
bumblest of occupations, the growing
of potatoes, caobage and small fruits
With eplended markets thisindostry
prospered and grew, and when the
placers were exhansled a thriving farm-
ing community remained to develop
these permanent regourcesof the valleyv.

But little of the *'Klondyke’ of 1854
remains. Its disappointments and lavish
rewards, ita destitntion and recklesa
prodigality are things of the past. Today
it in difficait to realize that this valley
wag one of the famons thesters where
reck'ess end daring epirita were the
prineipal actors and where only the fit-
test eurvived. Unlike many of the
Klondikes which have bad their day
dnring the past &) years, this valley
provided for the overflow, and the
spint of enterprise which prompted
thousanda to braye all dangers in the
eearch for gold, found a field here for
the exerciee of surplas energy in the
conatruction of canals and the recla-
mation of the lands in adjacent valleys.

Like the Mormon farmers, the early
rillers of the Boise Valley foand irriga-
tion necessary and since the first crude
effort nearly $2.000,000 have been ex-
pended in the construction of irrigation
tion works, and more than 100,000 acres
of land have been reclaimed. Sub-
stantial cities and towns have grown
up, railroads cross the valley in every
direction, and from $30,000,000 to $40,-
000,000 bave been added to the produc-
tive capital of the west. Bnt the limit
for private enterprise hasteen reached.
Tne natural flow of the river has been
fully utilized, and it is only by the con-
struction of engineering works enor-
mously expeosive, that the complete
agricnltursl development of the country
can take place. The only agency which
can safely undertake this great work is
the United Statea. With commendable
eoterprire the owpers of land in the
valley have harmonized all gnestions of
conflicting water rights and are now

preparing to cooperate heartily with the,

government 1a carrying forward what is
termed the Payett—Boise projsct, the
largest of the national reclamation works
which has yet been approved by the
Kecretary of the Interior.

The construction of thia grest avatem
will require several year and eotails the
expenditare of near'y #£8000,000. The
area to be reclaimed is 370,000 acres, or
more than twice the cultivated screage
of Rhode Island. Tue works consist of
storage reservoire on the headwaters of
the Pavette and B ise rivers, aod in the
Boise valley the boilding of gigantic
dame on these two rivers and about 200
miles of main canals. The secretary
has suthornized the initial construction
of a dam in Boise River, about 33 miles
of main caral, and a reservoir which
will be capable of storing water enongh
for the late irrigation of about 120,000
ac-e2 of land in Boise Valley.
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The bids were opened at Boise, Idano,
on February 1, 1906, and ths contracta
provide for the expenditure by the
United States of about $1,000,000, The
Boise valley now has a population of
about 30000. It confaine 50 per cent
more irrigable land and has more fa-
vorable climate than the great Salt
Lake valley of Utah, which today sus-
tains a population of about 150,000,

Guy E, MiTcHELL.

DAVIS i§ FOUND GURILTY.

Sheriff is Iin Umatillia
County Jalil.

Ex-Deputy

Pendleton, Or., Feb. 3—C. P. Davis,
who is accused of having embezzled
£4200 from the office of the Bheriff of
Umatilla County while a deputy at the
uffice, was found guilty of tbe charge
this morping, after the jury had been
out 18 hours consdering the case, Davie,
who is one of the most prominent ard
wel'-known men of the county, ie in the
County Jail, over which he has prerided
for many years, having been deserted
by his bondemen as eocon as the jury
mady its report this morning. He was
locked up inacell by Sveriff 1ill D.
Taylor, who appointed him his chiel de-
puty several years ago and who reposed
every confidence in him up to the time
the shortage was discovered.

Notice has been given Judge El's,
the trial magistrate, that a motion for a
new trial will be made, It is contended
by the deferse that Dave Cargill, one of
the jurors, was an enemy of the defen-
dant and had in past years threatered
to get evea with him for bhaving been
arrested and put in jail atone time by
Davis lor being drunk. It 18 said that
Cargill became intoxicated Sundsy
night and dii¢ issed the case pretty
freely, at that time expressing the op-
inion that Davis was guilty and asid he
would be convicted,

A pergistent effort was made by Mrs.
Davis to furnish bonds for her hushand
during the afternoon but witheut suc-
cesa, She offered to mortage the family
home in order to raise funda to sllow
Davis to regain his freedom, but was
not ab’e to secure the money on the
Itis not thought here that
Judge Ellis wili grant the iaotion for a
new trial and 1o that evest the case
will have to be taken direct to the Su-
preme Court.

property.

Three little babes were nestled in bed,

“I'll nsme Willism, Willie and Bill,”
motber smid ;

Wide was ber smile, for triplets they be,

Sbe lays ba good luek to Rocky Moun-

tain Tea. (Great baby medicine.)—
W. P. McMillso, Lexiogton, Ore gon.
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