
Tou (ire my wife. No amount of dis-

like or shortcomings on your part alters
that fact. Wo have hwi very uufortu-mit- e

in the past. I can see you are
n;il. in an indirect way, I am

the cause of your unhappiness. I would
give a srent deal to make things brighter
for you, if you would let me."

S'le was touched by the earnestness

Bfruinent. ne plays on It like a violin;
It sweeps from high to low, from loud
to soft, In perfect tune with the modu-
lations of his theme. He need hardly
speak above a whisper to attract the
close and strained nttentlou of the
whole House In a moment.

Ills command of sarcasm Is, It Is
generally agreed, uuequaled lu tho

in pahriotimWife's SretJ
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CHAPTER XXIV.
It was Sir Geoffrey's first dinner par-

ly, anl Kthel felt just a little nervous
ns sht received the guests. Captain
I'elling was watching her in the pauses
rf lis chat with Bertha Collins. lie
caught her eye presently and smiled at
Iier reassuringly, for she had confided to
liiui her dread of the awful occasion.

"You are an old friend of theirs, are
you, not?" Bertha was saying to the
captain. "We all think Miss Mailing
Quite charming. I took to her from the
first; but, do you know, she is not easy
to get on with. Of course she is all one
could wish .is a hostess; but it is impos-
sible to gush with her. She has a way
of sifting all one says and showing up
onythiug that is absurd without certainly
lu the least intending to give offense.
You woull hardly believe it, I dare say,
lut I have adopted the habit of trying
to talk seriously when she is listening."

'I think that is the greatest ciuipli-meu- t

you co.ild pay her. Will you adopt
the same practice with nie?"

"I should not dare," she replied, with
mock gravity. "If I were to get a repu- -

flti.ui for e.--i nisne-- s I should probably
die an iM null. Men always prefer
Iriv.'Hins taike.'s f.r their wives. There
I the dinner It-!!- . Are you to take me
d wa ':"

Later in the ereuinj Miss Collins drop-fe- i
i:it . a c u'uer a ad discussed

the thiiijis with the utmost freedom with
on i::::;u.-u- friend wh .:a she had nor
eeu slii e !i.e end ..f the seas n. She

was d ;.. rib.'ng the breaking up of the
I'arty whrn I';;u!tae's hiteaded marriage
I. ad (Hen discovered.

"Now tell tj;e could there be anything
more ridiculous than her running away
from her o.v:i lw:is aul marrying, or
tryiiig to marry, a man secretly, when
there was no mie to prevent her doing
It openly? My dear, yjii should have

een our faces when Mrs. Seftou read
lis the note she hid left behind, as we
dropped in, one after another, to lunch-
eon! At first looked very sur-
prised, and then the absurdity of the
whole proceeding struck us, Why could
she not have been married properly? No
one could have objected to her marry-
ing that good-lookin- g artist if she chose
to do so."

"Was she very much 'gone' on him?"
"Awfully: It must have been a terri-

ble blow to her wheu her husband turn-
ed up."

"Hither! Isn't It odd, his being
here?"

"I don't think so. lie was very good
to Sir Geoffrey when he was in less
effluent circumstances, I believe."

"Things seem a bit mixed. From what
I could make out, he had believed him-
self a widower, just as she had thought
lierself a widow, until they met in the
church. Don't you think It probable
that, while he was under the impression
that li s wife was dead, he may have
had a liking for Miss Mailing?"

"I believe you are right," Bertha re-
plied, energetically, "for I saw him look-lu- g

at her before dinner with his heart
In his eyes."

' It is certainly very strange that he
hould have falleu iu love with the girl

who was being kept out of her right
position by his own wife! It looks like
the finger of Fate, doesn't it though
which way the finger is pointing I can't
see."

As the guests, on after another, took
their departure, Ethel felt her burden
lightening. Her first party had been an
unqualified success, but she was none the
less glad to have it over. Lord Sum-
mers stayed behind, talking earnestly
with Sr Geoffrey.

'T admit I was disappointed when I
lieard that she had taken the family
J"wel with her," be said. In allusion
to Pauline. "I'm afraid she has Inher-
ited sunie of her father's want of prin-
ciple. The Lufton were never particu-
larly distinguished for honesty. What
do you mean to d about it, Geoffrey?"

"Nothing openly. I am In communica-
tion with her waiting maid, who had
promised to lt me know if there Is any
Idea on Pauline's part of selling them,
and I shall, uukuowu to her, become the
purchaser."

"An excellent Idea and a very gener-
ous one. By the bye, as things have
turned out, how fnrtunato it Is that the
engagement between our charming Ethel
end young Dornton was "

He stopped suddenly as Ethel and
I'eliing came back from bidding farewell
to Mis'! Collins. They both caught the
drift of his words, and Ethel glanced at
Failing's face; but it was calmly un-

conscious. Thinking this a good opening
t) talk of Jack, he said:

"If you are not too tired. I want to
show you a delightful style of title page
that I came across this morning. I
thought you might elaborate the idea for
for your 'Central Africa.' It Is on this
table somewhere."

"I am afraid my share of 'Central
Africa' will not be anything to be proud
of," he replied with a smile.

"That is nonsense, and yo:i know it,
Captain Felling! I have made up my
mind that your sketches are to be the
principal attraction of the book. It is
really unkind of you to make light of
your work after all our Interest in it!"

"That is Just it," he returned, laugh-
ingly. "I Lave become so accustomed
to working in company that I find I
can't move a step by myself."

"You would uot be offended at any-
thing I should say for your good?"

"Go on," he said, and waited with
knl'ted brows for what she had to lay.

Ethel, In her short life, had often had
unpleasant tasks to perform, but never
one eo unpleasant as this.

"Out of your own mouth sall you be
Judged," ahe began, smiling at him to
Lid the trembling of her lips. "You
eay you have become si used to working
la company that you cannot move a step
by yourself; but I say you must take the
one needful step by yourself that will se-

cure you good company to work in for
the rest of your life. G to Paria et
once, seek out your wife, end give her the
prelection of oar presence, She will

of his ma uner and tone.
' You are very good," fhe said; and

I am sorry I behaved so hsJiy to you.
She stood silent for a few moments,

Felling watching her quietly; while they
so stood the clock on the mantelpiece
struck 12.

"You must go now," she told him
hurriedly. "I have an appointment to
rido with some friends. Come agaia at
this time

He did not attempt any outward dis-

play of affection, but massed down the
stairs. He met Babette half way down.

"With whom does your mistress ride
he asked.

"With the Baroness de Belette a
woman well known for the pertinacity
with which she had clung to the extreme
edge of respectable society for the last
five years. "They have a wager as to
who will ride the greatest a stance vu
horse beioncine to Monsieur Crevin
which has always refused to carry a
lady."

Felling went on with a little unac-
knowledged anxiety in his heart He
would go back and try to dissuade Fau-lin- e

from this mad freak, but that he
knew it would be useless; and any show
of authority on his part just now might
perhaps undo the little good he believed
he had accomplished.

He drove straight back to the hotel,
and sat with his chin resting on his
hands at the little table In the window I

of his room. He was in a strange state;
of mingled hope and dread. He did not
know what he wished; he only knew that
he meant to do what he conceived to be
his duty; the rest he must leave iu higher
hands.

While thus musing over the past, he
was brought back to the present by the
sight of his wife cantering by in com-

pany with several others; and, following
them, he noticed a fidgety chestnut horse,
with a side-saddl- e on. which was being
led by a groom. Pauline looked up and
bowed gravely; he returned the greeting.

How handsome she looked! How well
she sat her horse! How proud he might
have been of her if she had never allow-
ed the love of riches to crowd the wom-

anliness out of her heart! He leaned
forward and watched her as far as he
could see from the window.

An hour lit ?r Felling was stooping
over his wife's poor crushed body in one
of the little chatlets in the Bois de Bou-

logne. She had been thrown and tram-
pled on, anil was dying of internal hem-

orrhage. Her voice was very low, and
her words came slowly, with many
pauses.

"It is heaven's Justice! After you
had gone this morning I made up my
mind to do as you wiahel. I thought
I would try to love you you were s
good and we should be happy togeth-
er. I had no right to be happy after
my wickedness, and heaven has settled
it!"

"My poor mistaken girl!"
"Yes, that is true. I've been mis-

taken all my life. No one ever tried
to make me good. I was always left to
servants when I was a child. Heaven
is just, and the great Judge will re-

member my great temptations. Will
;iou kiss me just once. Alec? Say you
forgive me it will make my mind
easier."

In spite of his efforts not to disturb
her last moments by any show of feel-

ing, a large tear dropped upon her face.
She looked at him wonderiugly, and put
up her finger to his cheek.

"For me," site Baid very softly "you
cry for me. I do not deserve to have
one mourner at my death bed. 1 have
done evil to every one but Jack. (Jive
him my No, I will not leave mes
sages; they might bring a curse."

Another spasm seized her; and, when
It had passed, the hue of death was
creeping over her face. It was all fin-

ished now, and the strong young life that
had been so misused had come to an
end.

Felling took out a card and left It
with the people of the bouse, and then
went straightway to see that all the
necessary arrangements were made for
the Interment of her who had once been
very dear to him. He wrote a short let-

ter to Sir Geoffrey that night. It ran:
"Dear Sir Geoffrey Your niece, my

wife, was killed by a fall from her horse
to-da- We were reconciled at the last.
Tell your daughter I can never erpress
my gratitude to her for sending me here;
It will always be a source of thankful-
ness In my heart. The family Jewels
are Intact, Babette tells me, and they
will be sent by special courier. When
the funeral Is over, I think I shall Join
Dornton In Italy, and toward the spring
we may work our way homeward In
company. Ask Miss Ethel to keep us
ever green In her memory. I've set my
heart on seeing our young friend Jack
a Royal Academician before many years.
With his talent, he wants only a little
Judicious pushing, and I mean to devote
my time to pushing him.

"Alwavs vour sincere friend,
"ALEXANDER FELLING."

Ethel was greatly affected by this let-
ter, and she went about with a very
sober face for some weeks, until the
preparations for Christmas absorbed her,
and left her no time for thinking of
handsome young artists or anything else.
But, even In the midst of the excitement
of ChrNtrnastide, there was always a
craving ia her heart, a dreary sense of
emptiness, which grew and grew until
she was compelled, with many blushes,
to admit Its presence, and to acknowl-
edge to herself that only one person in
all the world could fill the void.

(To be crHitiiiued.1

1'roverb Comes Out.
Miles You reiiieiiilier Saplelgh, who

went west a couple of years ngo and
married an heiress, don't you?

Giles Yes. What of him?
Miles I understand his wife got a

divorce from him recently.
Giles I'm not surprised to bear It.
Miles Why?
Giles Because a fool and bis money

are soon parted, you know.
Trouble Afoot.

The Two Step They are all after
mT acaln

The Waltz Well, you're the fellow
who crowded me out Cleveland Plain
Dealer.

The Count de Rochainbeau hnd been
a ganant goldler of France Ions? be--

fore he was assigned by the French
government to aid
the cause of the
American revolu-
tionists. He had
fought at the siege
of Maestrict; he
had led his regi-
ment to tbe assault
of Fort St. Philip-
pe, at Minorca; he
had led In the cap-

ture of Fort Ma-bo- n.

Always a sol-

dier, he was heart
and soul In sympa

DE BOCHAUBF.AU. thy with the strug- -

g( Q thfl AmerIcans Rgalust th.e neavy
.odds of the British army.

On his way to America after his em-

barkation at Brest he was attacked
by a British fleet off Bermuda, but
drove back the attackers. Immediate-
ly after landing lu Rhode Island, Ro-

chainbeau set about tbe construction
of fortifications that prevented Sir
Henry Clinton and Admiral Arbuthnot
from making an attack that they had
planned

He sent his own son back to France
to negotiate for the transmission of
more troops and supplies. He had the
same Interest In tho cause of the revo-

lutionists that the American generals
had.

The work of De Rochainbeau In the
war did much to hasten the lagging
end. The concerted plan of campaign
that terminated In Yorktown was
largely aided by the efficacy of the
Frenchman. The assaults made by De
Rochambeau and St. Simon against
his stronghold convinced CornwalHs of
the futility of his defense and led to
his surrender.

THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER.

Striking Personal!? of John Sharp
Williams, of Mississippi.

One of the most interesting men of
the country to-da- y and a most bril-

liant figure in the political arena Is

John Sharp Wil
liams, who repre-
sents the Eighth
District of Missis-
sippi In the House
of Congress. Rep-

resentative W 1

in his ca-

pacity as the lead-

er of the Demo-

crats on the floor
of Congress, has
achieved a national

JOll.X 8. WILLIAMS. reputation. That
he won a signal victory by bringing or-

der out of chaos among the Democrat-

ic representatives goes without say-

ing.
The Democratic leader was born

July 30, 1854. at Memphis, Tenn., his
mother having died, and his father,
who was colonel of the Twenty-sevent- h

Tennessee Volunteers, Confeder-at- e

States Army, being killed at Shl-lo-

and Memphis, being threatened
with capture by the Federal army,
his family removed to his mother's
family homestead In Yazoo County,
Miss. There the future leader received
his education at private schools, the
Kentucky Military Institute, near
Frankfort, Ky.. the University of the
South, at Sawenee, Tenn.. the Univer-
sity of Virginia, and the University of
Heidelberg, In Baden, Germany. Sub-

sequently Congressman Williams
studied law under Profs. Minor and
Southall at the University of Vir-

ginia, and lu the office of Harris, k

& Turley in Memphis. In 1877

he received a license to practice In the
courts of law and chancery of Shelby
County, Tenn. In December, 1S78, he
removed to Yazoo City. Miss., where
be engaged in the practice of his pro-

fession and the varied pursuits of a

cotton planter. He was named as a

delegate to the Chicago convention
which named Cleveland and Steven-

son. He was elected to the Fifty-thir- d

Congress and has been to
every Congress since, sometimes with-

out opposition.
Williams' methods as a loader are

Interesting to study. He is persuasive,
not domineering. He has a winning
manner and he seems to be seeking
help and light from one at the very

time he Is bringing a person around to
his views. Congressmen who go into
his little room In the library wing de-

termined to let Williams know that
they will put up with no nonsense go

out pleased and flattered and inclined
to help him out. On the rare occa-

sions when it is necessary for him to

show his authority the Iron hand
comes out of the velvet glove and the
Insurgent knows what has happened
without having anyone tell him.

Williams Is not an Impressive man
to look at; In fact, he is homely In

face and careless In dress. A tangled
mass of matted hair falls down to
a point not far from his eyes. A

straggling mustache covers a mouth of
generous size and irregular outline,

nia manners are as easy and unpre-

tentious as an old shoe.

He would not be a rich man In New
York, but he ia In Mississippi. He Is

a lawyer and a planter, whose father
left him a fortune. He does not look",

however, as If he had a dollar, and all
the advice of his friends cannot make
blm spruce up.

tviiiinma has a remarkable voice. It
la aomewhat naaal and rather IndalT.

'but hla command of It la as perfect aa

'that of a musician over a musical ln- -

House. It Is uot of the bitter sort,
but Williams' exposes of the weak
points of the enemy's armor In such

; a way that the enemy laughs, though
j ruefully, while he writhes.

Though a Southerner, Williams Is
exempt from the prejudices of his sec- -

tlon. One of his striking speeches
was that In which be defended Gen.
Sherman from the charge of violating
the laws of war In the march to the
sea. It was a remarkable address and
was listened to with breathless atten-
tion by the crowded House. One of
bis sentences was this:

"As an American citizen, as the son
of a rebel soldier, as a man who Is
Intensely American, although he Is In-

tensely Southern, I want the world
to know that when civilised men were
fighting civilized men, upon the Amer-
ican continent one of them lu behalf
of the cause of the preservation of the
Union, as he understood It, and the
other In behalf of the cause of local'
independeuce, as he understood It
the watchword was chivalry and fair
fight."

THE ARMY OF TEACHERS.

120,000 Men and 890,000 Women
Engaged In Schools of America.

The army of education Iu the Unit-
ed States is made up of efiO.OOO teach-
ers, of whom U0,000 are men and 330,-tX-

women. The overwhelming ma-

jority of the teachers are natives of
the United States, less than 30,1)00 hav-

ing been born abroad one In fifteen.
Most of the male teachers are be-

tween the years of twenty-fiv- e aud thlr-- .
The majority of the women

teachers are between fifteen and twenty-f-

ive.

There are 2,300 male' teachers over
sixty-five- . There are less than 1,500
female teachers over sixty-live- . Three
times as many female as male teach-
ers are put down as "age unknown."

There are 21,000 colored teachers In
the United States, thus divided

the two soxes : 7,700 men and
13.1W0 women. There are 500 Indian '

teachers lu the Indian schools of the
United States 240 men and 2W wom-

en.
The average age of teachers In the

United States Is higher than In Eng-

land and lower than In Germany. The
proportion of very youthful teachers

, . . ...... .... . , .la rv hn n ( ,)m .1, n19 luuv u strain iu luo ivuuujr uiatl
In the city districts.

The largest proportion of male teach-
ers Is to be found In West Virginia,
where they number 50 per cent of the.
total. The largest proiortlon of worn- -

en Is to be found lu Vermont, where
they form 90 per cent of the whole
number. The standard of education Is
very much higher lu Vermont than It
Is In West Virginia.

The number of teachers In the Unit-

ed States has Increased greatly In re-

cent years. In 1871 there were 123,000 ;

In 1880, 225,000; In 1890, 340,000, and
It Is at present 450,000.

Mrs. Roosevelt's Tbonjfhtf nines.
When President Roosevelt Is nt his

summer home at Oyster Bay, two se-

cret service men sit all night under a
big tree near the house. It Is only
ou very stormy nights that they desert
the tree and take refuge on the veran-

da, and are thus proteted from the
rain, but not from Ute north wind that
sometimes sweeps In from Long Is-

land sound. During a storm last sum-

mer the wind, moaning through the
trees, drove the rain in sheets upon the
veranda, and the most sheltered place
the secret service men could find was
wet and chill.

Within the house all was silent. Ap-

parently everybody hnd gone to bed.

But suddenly the side door creaked,
and a feminine voice called out: "Come
here, won't you, please?" The secret
service men lost no time In responding,
for they recognized the voice.

"I've been worrying about you men
out In this awful night," said Mrs.
Roosevelt, "and thought that some hot
coffee would do you good. Come In

and drink it. It was too late to call

the cook, so I made It myself. I liojie

that it Is all right."
"It seemed to me to be the finest

coffee I had ever tasted," remarked the j

secret service roan, when he told this
llttie story of the ever-prese- thought-fulnes- s

of Mrs. Roosevelt for those
around her. Success Magazine.

Honest Abe."
It Is a significant fact that In a com-

munity where crime was virtually un-

known, where plain, straightforward
dealing was assumed as a matter of
course, and credit w as fearh'ssly asked
and given, Lincoln won an enviable rep-

utation for Integrity and honor. In a
moral atmosphere of this sort ordinary
veracity nnu fairness attracted no par-

ticular attention. Honesty was not
merely the best policy ; it was tne rule
of life, and people were existed to be

upright and Just with one another. But
when a clerk in a country store walked
miles to deliver a few ounces of tea
innocently withheld from a customer
by an error In the scales, and when

.HO lllnUV ""B. ' ' 'I' - -

return a few cents accidentally over-

paid him, he waa talked about, and
the fact Is that "Honest Abe" was a
tribute, not a nickname. Century.

Tbe average man so hates to eat
away from home that when be la In-

vited out, arrangements abould be
made for sending a Are alarm from
bla bouse at the time dinner la over,
to call blm home).

Neuralgia In the Face. For pain la
the face and teeth take two teaspoon-ful- s

of flour, the same quantity of
grated ginger and mix them well to-

gether with sufficient alcohol to make
a thin paste. Spread this on a linen
cloth and apply it on the part affected
on going to bed, wrapping a piece of
flannel over all and It will afford re-

lief.

The Virtues of the Onion. As a mat-
ter of fact onions are really sweeten-
ers of the breath after the local effects
have passed away. Onions correct
stomach disorders and carry off the
accumulated poisons of the system.
They provide a blood purifier that all
may freely use. Eaten raw, an onion
will often check a cold In the bend.
One small onion eaten every night be--

fore retiring Is a well known prescrip-
tion for numerous affections of the
head and Is highly recommended for
sleeplessness.

Influenza and Grippe. When Influ-
enza was epidemic throughout Europe
many factory workmen contracted the
disease and died. At one factory, how-
ever, the disease did not appear. In-

vestigation showed that oil of turpen-
tine was used in metal working. The
oil became warm and evaporated and
Inhaling the air laden with It seemed
to act as a germicide. Since then oil
of turpentine has been always evapor-
ated in that factory upon a stove and
uot a case of Influenza has ever oc-

curred. This preventive measure may
be successfully employed In dwellings.

Home-Mad- e Cough Cure. Frocure
one cake of dried mullein leaves from
the drug store. It Is al)iit two Inches
square aud three fourths of an Inch
thick. Break It up and put on to sti-e-

In a quart of water. Simmer an hour
or more, strain carefully and add three
tablespoonfuls of pine tar. Steep for
an hour and strain again, keeping al-

ways a quart of the solution In the
vessel. Add three cups of good sugar.
Simmer again, adding water as need-
ed. There should be a quart when
done and it Is a thin syrup. Begin
with a tablespoonful dose three times
a day and increase somewhat If need- -

A Oreat Schoolmaster.
'He managed to make the boys feel

that It was a tefrlble thing to lose lit

respect, writes a former pupil t Dr.
George Mobcrly. for many year. head
master of the Winchester School, F.ng- -

land. His personality was Inspiring
and Impressive. In "Six (Jreat School
masters" the author says that Dr.

would occasionally use his pow-

ers of ridicule and sarcasm to an ex-

tent that seems scantdy fair.
lie had been much annoyed by let-

ters from the mother of one of the
boys, begging him to see personally to
all sorts of small matters connected
with her sun's health. Dr. MoU'ilr
determined to put a stop to this, so
one day In public, before a whole chss,
be said to the boy :

"B., I have beard from your .luther,
saying that you are to wear flannel
next your skin und to masticate your
food. See that you do It."

It Is possible to Imagine the agonized
letter which went home by tlio nit
post, begging that no more such letters
should reach the doctor.

A boy once brought to Dr. Moberly
a letter from his mother, asking f.r
leave out. The lxy hnd loen smoking,
and tho letcr Kindled strongly of the
forbidden weed.

"Johnson," said Dr. Mobcrly, "does
your mother smoke? Don't let me catch
you doing ItV

Ills IVntaral llent.
Fond Father If that boy of mine

has any particular bent, I ean't
find it.

Philosopher What experiments
ngve you made to find out?

"Very thorough ones. I gave him a
(toy printing press, a steam engine, a
i,ox 0f paints, a chest of tools and a

jot 0f other things carefully selected
to nn( out whether his tastes were llt- -

erary, mechanical, artistic, commer-
cial or what, and 1 know no more than
I did before."

"What did he do with them?"
"Smashed them all up."
"AJi, I seel He Is to be a furniture

mover." New York Weekly.

Sailors' Karrtnirs.
"Sailors dou't wear earrings as they

used to," said a ship chandler. "In
the past I hnd a Jewelry case and sold
earrings of all kinds. Lately I did
away with It, for there is now no
money in sailors' earrings at all.

"But there used to be. Every salt
bad bis ears pierced, and was as proud
of his earrings as a lady. For soma
varieties I got as high as $50 a pair.

"A Bailor would never wear preclona
stones, like diamonds or pearls. In his
ears. The only stone he would wear
was agate. That was a runny fact,
wasn't It?"

Drcldedlr Anarllc.
Winks Cracky! What a pretty

typewriter you have I

Jinks Pretty! She's angelic. Why,
man, when that girls taps off an ordi-
nary business letter on that dusty old
machine In my office you'd think yon
were listening to a symphony from
Beethoven. New York Weekly.

iehl. You must not judge her by her
words when you last met. You had .her
at a cruel disadvantage. Think what an
awful shock your sudden appearance
must have beeu to her! It Is very, very
hard for me to say this to you, after al!
your kindness to us in the past; but you
will not misjudge my motive. I am
speaking for your good. By and by, wheu
you are quite happy with each other, you
will be thaukful to me for sending you
away ia this abrupt manner."

"You wish me to go at ouce? he
asked.

"That is a very cruel way to put it,"
she answered, gently. "You know I do
not wish you to go at all. True friends
are not so plentiful that one can af-

ford to play battledore and shuttlecock
with them for one's own pleasure. For
your own good. Captain Felling, I advise
your going at once."

"You are one of the best women that
ever l.veoy lie exclaimed, ami 1 am
proud to have had you for a friend! I

ought to have known my presence would
give you pain, and refused Sir Geoffrey's
invitation. Don't speak until I've fin-

ished," he on, hurriedly, holding
up his hand to check any interrption. "1
shall follow your advice to the letter. I

will thrust aside my own inclinations, and
ran over to Paris and see what Mrs.
Felling is d 'ing. spend Christians among
the Frenchmen, and perhaps In the New-Yea- r

Captain and Mrs. Felling may have
ti e honor of receiving Sir Geoffrey and
Miss Mailing at the Wigwam."

For once Ethel looked at him with
her e; es brimming with tears; but she
d:d not dare make an attempt to speak.
He took her baud iu his, and held it close
as he finished.

"You must make some plausible ex-

cuse to Sir Geoffrey for my abrupt de-

parture in the morning; or, better still,
I will wire from town. I shall write to
you from Paris, if I may. And now,
before I say g I must give you
this letter. I received it two days ago
from Dornton. I know it will please you.
He and I correspond regularly; so I
shall keep you posted up iu his move-
ments. Good-by- , my true, honest little
friend."

She sat, as he left her, holding Jack's
letter in her hand, hearing his voice very
faintly in the distance as he excused
himself with the plea of fatigue to her
father, and wondering how it had hap-
pened that this Interview, which she had
brought about for the sole purpose of
bearing news of Jack, had ended In so
sudden a determination on the captain's
part to seek his wife. She knew his re-

solve was the result of her advice, and
she hoped devoutly that good might come
of it.

And Felling mounted the wide stairs
very slowly, deep In thought as he went.

"She is quite right, as she is always.
It is the only thing to do; and I never
saw It myself. My place is undoubtedly
by my wife's side."

CHATTER XXV.
"I tell you your presence here is an

unwarrantable intrusion! If you do not
leave my apartment of your own free
will, I shall be compelled to have you
ejected!"

It was the third day since Felling left
Ethel, and this was his wife's greeting!
He hal had a long battle with himself;
but duty had been triumphant, and his
mind once made up he was not to be dis-
couraged by a few bitter words.

"That is not necessary. Of course I
will leave you; but you will not refuse
to answer me one or two questions
first?"

"Ask your questions then, and, if 1

choose to answer them, I will. If I don't
choose, I will not. But, for heaven's
sake, get over them quickly!"

"Will you tell me something of our
child, Pauline?" he asked.

She sprung up with a look of desper-
ate fright on her face.

"How dare you come here to brow-
beat me like this?" she exclaimed, ve-

hemently; and then she sank back on the
couch again. But, after a pause, she
said quietly enough: "You have touched
my one weak point. Of course you have
to hear what there Is to tell. My baby
wus born a weakly little thing. I had
hard work to keep body anil soul together
in those first days after my father's
death. I knew from the first she could
not live long. She died when she was
three months old."

"I wish she had lived."
"Why do you wish such a mad thing

as that?"
"Because. If it had not been for see-

ing her grave. I should have gone on
searching for you until I found you."

"Ah! And If yon had found me then,
if you had come to Mallingford quietly
and sail, 'Pauline, you are my wife;
come with me;' do you know what I

would have done? I would have killed
you! I would kill you even now, if your
death would undo any of the harm you
have worked me! But it is all over, and
the next thing you will hear is that I

have kliled myself!"
"Why do you hate me so bitterly,

Pauline?" be asked; and he studied her
attentively while she answered:

"Because you have been by evil
genius ever aince I became your wife.
If I had not married you. my life might
have been as happy and pleasant as
other women's lives are. No sooner did I

know that I was my uncle's heiress than
my happiness was destroyed by hearing
that I was to inherit only on the condi-
tion that I did not marry without my
guardian's consent. Thanks to you, this
condition was already broken; and my
six years of possession hare been em-

bittered by the certainty In my own
mind that you were alive somewhere
and would surely find me tome day,
and deprive me of all that I had risked
so much to obtain."

Felling aighed heavily and took up hit
hat.

"You will let me come and tee yon
again?"

"Why? Tou de not care for me In
tbe least. Why should you take eo much
trouble to be civil to me?"


