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whistles all the day long. Tbe tinklingmm lenaTHE WHEAT CENTEROF MORROWCOUNTY

lone, the Second Town in Population and
Volume of Business.

RAPID GROWTH

dent tbat tie residents of this locality
are broadgngued and liberal. It is com-

mon to see a man of princely fortune
'"sopping" his biscuit ia the same fryfcujr.

pan with a herder.

On election day, at Lena, when tfcsK

outside world is divided into warring po-

litical faotions, democrat and republican
may be seen drinking from the same Jng

or later in tbe afternoon, these kni,?htF

of free trade and protection, free silver-an-

gold standard, imperialism and ex
passion, weary of the weight of these"
mighty issues, democrat and republican

laid out and sleeping side by side, core--mand'- the

respect of a prohibitionist.

Kind and indulgent reader, the be?lE.

are ringing, it is time for us to part. IfT

I have instructed or entertained yon, W

am happy.

Standing upon the rear platform of

this paesiDg, fleetiug year, I invoke the-diviD- e

bleceings to rest with each finds

every one, through all the glad New
Year. George MoKni-jht- ;

bells, bleating lambs and barkiog dogs;
the ouokoo's o ill, and coyote's lonely
bowl npon the moonlit bills, are daily

and nightly romances.

Tbe oountry is aparselv settled, the
auds have baen collected from taull in

to lara holdings. Not less than 2000

sheep are run in a band, requiring 2000

acres of winter and spring range. The
oost of running is one dollar per bead a
year, whioh is distributed among those
employed ia caring for them, so this

and pays indirectly one dollar per acre
annually to laboring classes. It must
be borne in mind tbat this land is

worthless for any but grazing purposes.
A thrashing machine is never seen run
ningin Lena precinot, and perhaps never
will. All available land is tilled to hay

for tbe support of stock, besides great

quantities of grain are hauled in and fed.

It is safe to predict that these hills

will neyer be reclaimed and given to di

versified farming. No Dutchman will

ever raise a large family upon 3 or 4

acres of cabb igeon these hills. It would

be as rational to talk about irrigating
the moon.

But the sheep, chamois like, revel in a

climb, treating with contempt their dizzy

steeps, while every channel of commerce

feels tbe tread of the golden boof.

Bo this land will bs occupied only by

a pastoral people. Yet it is thought by

some that we are nearing a state of

transition, and these large flocks and

land holdings will be subdivided into

small ones again, which may be true. If

this occurs, it will be from a scarcity of

summer range in tbe mountains, and

will not materially affect tbe flockmaster
individually, but should be viewed as

more of a public loss. Flocks will be

reduced until these pastures will support
them all the year. They will then be

run inside of tight enclosures, so the

herder will be relegated to the past, and

with him will go most all outside labor,

With these changed conditions the

profits of the flockmaster will be almost

as large ou one-ba- lf tbe number of

sheep. Tbe public may readily discern

tbat it is their interest or part that is

threatened, therefore should unite with

us in a favorable jolution of this vexed

problem of the passing of tbe summer
range.

It is safe to say that no industry pays

the laboring classes so well, or affords

the opportunities, and as a result hun-

dreds of young men are attraoted from

the East and from beyond the eea, and

once here never leave, but take easily to

our ways, rough as tbey first appear,

and are eventually assimilated into cit-

izenship.

I believe tbat life under oertain envi-

ronments is calculated to mentally and

spiritually elevate and broaden tbe

dwellers therein. Who shall say that
the daily contemplation of his broad

nores and large ilocks, which owe their
productiveness to ois energy and toil,

does not give bim breadth of view and

purpose, or the perpetual vision of the

majestic bills does not create and foster

noble aspirations. At least it is coinci
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Strictly a Stock Grow

ing Country

THE SHEEP IS KING

Hills are Dotted With Thous

ands of Hoofs.

VIEWS OF A BRIGHT WRITER

If utter Creek Country as It Appears
to One Who Look on the

Ilright Side of Life.

Localities worthy of a name, like men.

have some significance in tbe world, and

while it may be true tbat some are of

more importance than others, yet it may

also be true that by aooident or inci-

dent, one may be brought more oonspio"

uously to notice than another, while all

alike fill a plaoe in tbe commonwealth of

a great country. This is strikingly true

of the looality it is my fortune to repre-rese- nt.

Tbe traveler leaving Heppner in

an easterly direction up Hinton creek,

toward Pendleton, looking and longing

for the great wheat fields of Umatilla

oounty to break before him, is uncon-c- i

nsly passing a oouotry of no less im

portance. This eastern portion of Mor

row oounty is known by the preoinct

name of Lena. Long years ago, an early

pioneer run a store and postoffioe where

the road crosses Little Butter creek, and

gave it tbe name the precinct now bears

Season has sucoeeded ssason, tbe

snows and flowers bave had their inn

ing, the grass has grown and withered

many times npon bis honored grave, but

we doubt if the prophesy of all his wor

tby Bmbitiona have been fulfilled, for

nothing but some gaunt poplar trees

remain of what once was Lena.

Heppner, fifteen miles distant, baa ab

sorbed all towns in this part of the coun

try. All roads, both public and private,

Roman like, leads to Heppner, and we

keep them warm all times of the year,

We will gladly welcome the advent of

aerial locomotion, but don't want the
automobile as with the "hose" we would

have to work roads, climb hills, and dip

in o anyone.

The oreets, with many an incidental

oaeoade and sylvan caUrsot, cut through

tbe oounlry in deep canyons, running in

a northwest direction many miles, pare- -
lei with one another, while their bills on

either side mount rock-rimme- d am;

skyward.

From these alpine bill-to- ps the scenic

al surroundings are not surpassed if

equaled in any other oountry on the

globe. Looking northward is spread like

a checkerboard the wbeat fields of Uma

lilla; to tbe south aud east, the gold

fields of Baker and Grant; to the south,
Ueppner's coal mines are opening their

vaults, while the sno sets in the grain

fields of Sherman and Morrow.

But these unassuming hills at our feet

rolled together as billow upon billow,

with their grezing herds of cattle, horses

and sheep, are among Morrows richest

treasures. It was tbey who first gained

the enviable eignificenoe she now enjoys

and are yet among tbe beet although

many and varied bave einoe grown her

resources.
The people live only on the creeks, the

bottoms of which are narrow but exceed

ingly fertile, producing all tbe tenderer

fruits and vegetables. Under irrigation
these bottoms yield three heavy crops of

alfalfa daring the summer. In the win-

ter this hay, with its bright green leaves

and blue flowers, spread upon a back-

ground of beautiful white enow, pro-

duces a most delicate and pleasing effect

on sheep. These evergreen meadowp,

skirted with timber, copse of cotton wood,

cherry, willow, quakenasp and thorn,
makes an ideal summer borne for all tbe
migratory birds. From these tropic-lik- e

groves, often dense with clinging vine,
the oriole sings and tbe mocking-bir- d

IS NOW ENJOYING

Strong Competition in

One of the Best
in Morrow

Few people realize the rapidity of the of... L I

growtb lone is now eDjoyiDg. mom

people know that carpenters and build-

ing materials were in heavy demand dur-

ing the dry season, and that new bouses

are now springing up everywhere in the
city and Buburbs.

lone, the seoond oity in siza in Mor-

row oounty, wbiob has 2940 square mile

area is beautifully Icxuted in the Willow

Creek valley, with Willow creek sweep-

ing by on one side and the O. R. & N.

Co. 'a railroad line on the other. About

12 years ago the place consisted of only

one store and one or two dwelling?. The

city now has 500 inhtbitants and is stead-

ily growing. The plase has 175 voters

and about 190 children of school age.

The mail reaohes lone twice daily ; there

it long distance and looal telephone fa-

cilities, fire department, composed of a

strong oompany and equipped with first

olass hand engine and hose cart.

Business and other establishmen ts in-

clude three hotels, four general mer-

chandise stores, two churches, one four

room sohool building, fiv sbIoous, two

hardware dealers, two blaoksmith shops,

one furniture store, one livery stable,

two drug stores, one undertfiking and

cabinet house, one harness shop, one

meat market, two barber shops, milli-

nery store, two lumber yards, three ware

houses, banking establishment, feed

store, paint shop, wagon shop, real

estate office, lawyer's offioe, one weekly

paper, two city drays, three contractors

and builders.'

The lone public school building was

ereoted in 1897 and oo, inolnding fur

niture, approximately $4,250. The build

ing is a two story frame and has fonr

large rooms, and four lady teachers. The

enrollment ofjpupils during the present

year is 150.

The three warehouses nt this races

have handled in the neighborhood of

340,000 bushels of wheat this season, a

agninst 225.000 Inst year. Douglas hand

led about 175.000 as against 1GO.0O0;

Lexington 170,000 as RgMnPt 100,000;

Jordan handled thw year 112,000; Ceoils,

30 000, and lleppner 50,000, making in

all 877,000 bushel? of wheat handled in

Morrow county, of which lone received

nearly ooe-ha- lf.

Two of the warehouses at this point

belong to two of the leading grain com-

panies on the rarifio Coast. Balfour

Guthrie A Co.'s building has a frontage

or 320 feet and is 40 feet wide ; the Kerr,

Oifford building Is 80 by 194 feet, and

the Farmers' Warehouse, owned by sev-

eral of the leading farmers of theconnty,
has a floor space of 50 by 350 feet. Be-

sides these grain companies there are

several private buyers at this point, and

the strong competition in grain buying

along the Heppner branch makes this
on of tbe best wheat markets on the

Coast. The quality of the wheat raised

on Morrow county soil is excellent, each

sack averaging 134 pounds.

The banking establishment nt lone
was institnted about 18 months ago by

J. A. Woolery, who is prominently iden-

tified with the interests of the county

and the upbuilding of lone, Mr. Wool-

ery opened bis bank under many disad-

vantages. He at first fitted up one cor-

ner of his. store buildiog where he

watched a email business grow into such

proportions that to erect a building for

this purpose was the only thing to do,

and lait August one of tbe best buildings

there is luore precipitation of moisture

and a crop failure now ia something

Buying Makes This
Grain Markets
County.

tbe kind was oompleted and furdisbed
at a oost of 35000. Tbe building is 24

by 42 feet and is beautifully finished in

walnut and plastered. It is strictly up-to-da-

and has two plate glass fronts,
on Main and Spring streets. It has a 12

foot ceiling and an absolute fire proof

vault makes it aa safe as any institution
of the kind to be found.

Among the other construction work
in Ion during the past four months is

the erection of large additions to C. T.
Walker's store. The addition is plas
tered throughout and Mr. Walker has
put In one of the largest stocks of mer
cbandise ever brought to the oity.

M. Halvorsen has erected a large ad- -

ditioa to his store building, and 20 new

rooms to tbe botel bnilding. Mr. Hal
vorsen has taken great precaution against

the intrusion of live stock in his hotel
and had tbe addition all plastered and
fitted up with iron beds, etc In fact
lone now has a first-clas- s botel under

the effioieot management of Frank Conk
lin, and the traveling men, who, by tbe
way, besiege this plaoe quite often, will

say tbe same, Besides the above men

tioned bnildiogs, about 18 new dwellings

have gone up in tbe past six months.
lone has several fine residences, one

of which is the finest in Morrow oounty.

These buildings will be made doubly

attractive when tbe oity water system

is inaugurated, so that lawns and shade
trees can be cultivated,

Tbe latest enterprise for lone is tbe
establishment of a real estate company,

Elrood & Moore being the firm's nam
Tbey have erected a good sized offioe

near the depot and will operate on a

larger soale than ever in this country.

In adjoining oounties tbey have large in

terests, and during the past year have
bought and sold over 150 quarter eeo--
ions of land. Through their operations

land has nearly doubled in value in the
past year. Land that could be bought

for 2.50 and $3 an acre a year ago is

uow selling at from $5 to $10, and is
changing hands every day.

Tbe offioers and stockholders of a large
mining company are residents of this
place. Their mine, wbiob is now under
going some very promising development
work, is located at Baker City, in the
famous Virtue district. The fact that
our people do not confine the attention
to home interests alone proves tbat they
area prosperous, progressive class.

A llriglit Future.
There are many promising things in

store for lone in tbe immediate future
First we might mention the incorpora-

tion of a company to obange our bank
to a First National Bmk. This will
probably be done early in the spring
Then there is talk of a large department
ar "Fair" store, also a lodging bouse
and opera bouse being ereoted within
tbe next few months.

Tbe city is now revising its charter
whereby the town may be bonded for
oity water works. When this is estab
lished, lone being tbe best townsite in
tbe county will be a perfect garden of
Eden, when eho is enabled to grow shade
trees, lawns, etc.

The great wheat bell tributary to lone
is just beginning to Bssnme proportions
of industrial importance, The good
pieces of government land which could
be bad a year ago are all taken by the
homeseeker, and as more land is tilled,
hardly possible. Tbe thousands of acres
of land known as "tbe sands", also trib-

utary to lone, will, when tbe new irriga-
tion project is inaugurated, be tbe best
bay and grain producing sections any-

where on tbe globe. In faat, it is onr
opinion that lone will be made such a
prominent shipping point as to upset all
preconoeived ideas of her possibilities.

V. A. D.
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Shaving Parlors

I have only first class bar-

bers employe ! and yon can
get a clean without
pain.

Porcelaine
Bath Tubs

Our bath tubs are made of
porcelaine and this is the
place to get a clean bath.

Barbers Supplies

We keep a complete line of 3:
barbers snpplieo, which
cannot be equalled in
Heppner, ench as razors,
toilet soaps, hair tonic, fie.
Also a good line of cigars.

J. L. Gibson, Prop.
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Dealer in

Watches, clocks, sil- - r!

verware, jewelry, i

diamonds and mu- - '!

sical instruments.

Mail Orders Receive
cbl

Prompt Attention
A-

tEyes tested and cor-
rectly

ifitted.

4

Fine Watch Repairing
a Specialty.

a otyiisii nai

?
r

IOre iron

Al. B. GALLOWAY.

PHOTOGRAPHER.

specialties are frames v- .-

- ORlvGOX

Gcod quality and material, you
will want to see

L. HI. Colm, Leading iXLillineiV
About it. Trices right. Also a line of
suits, cloaks, capes and dress skirts.
Three doors below Palace Hotel.

Heppner

. My
. mouldings. Copying and en -

f?J& larging. Photo jewlery. IValr:
in photographic supplies. Special attention given to ama- -

ateurs.

HBPPXBR -


