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RESIDENT M'KINLEY'S letter
pu.’ neceptanoe dg probably the most

important nootheial docnment s
maed in this country in a quarier of na
eontury, The Prosldeat tukes the coun-
try bito Lis coulidence nod thiows o new
light upon the history of the past two
years. Irrespective of its eaustle nrraign:
ment of the evitios of the administeation
and its fupceful clinching of the faet that
Bryanizm
gtrnetion of the ‘gold stnudanl and sub-

meuns  the “lmmedinte™ de-

stitution therefor of Froe gliver colndge
at the ratlo of 16 Lo 1, the etier Is o
uge it

st

knowledze of the stutesimanship and con

portanl in the histocie gense Loca

gives the Amorviean people their
ditions connecfed wits recent epochi-mak
Ing events

The
mid and coucilinlory man. can be nrous-
ed to & point of

Prosident, althiongh by natore a

dnngerous combitiyoness,

and when the moad is on N e heeomes
one of (he mowt offestive debuters we
bave hind in this country for mnny years
In Wis lelter be wpstes po time in what .
might be ecallisd predioinary sparciag, but,
baving definitely Tosated  the  onem) s

vitnl spnt, which is the free silver horesy,
he strikes at it with force anll precision,
may

be the paramount fssue, ot U5 the ime-

The finuncial question, he ot

mediote lssue. Tt will admit of no de-
Wy aud
For hina nat e Demaeritid narty Heclie-
ed for the
at norgtio of 16t 17

will sufier no  postpatiement

“Homedinte” cohinge of silver
And s there any
dombt that Me. Bryon, who insisted upon
the insertion of the silver plank in the
aildvice of thy Lest

will n

plntforiy, ngdingt (e

men in Lhe ey, CRVOLY IS,

Turnlug to the other associnted parties,
we find i the Popnlist ptionnl platforin
adopied at Rlopx Falis, 8. Dy, Moy 10, 1000,
Whe. fallowing declaration;

‘We pledge anew the People’s party tey:
¢ to cease the agitatlon vurl] this feaneial
eousplitacy Is letted from the sintnte hook,

the Lincoln greenback restored, the honds
ail paid snd all eorporation moncy forever
fetieel,  We reatlirm the demuand for the re-
opeplug of the mluts of the Unlied States
for the free and aulimited colnage of sliver
nod zold wt the present legal ratloof 16 to
I, the lnmediate Ineregse in the volvme of

sllver colng pod certificates thies erented to

be substituted, dollir far dellay, for the
bank notes lssued by private corporations
wiiler wpecisnl privilege, granted Ly Ww of
| Alirel 14, 1IN0, gud prior natlopn) banking
Laws r

I'eclare Thelr Houtility.

The platforin.of the siiver pnrty adopted
b Knosax City, July 0, 1000, wakes the fol-
lowltig antgunesment

“We declare It to be oor Intention to lend
our eforts to the repeal of this enrrency
lnw, which oot ouly repudiates the nnelent
And thae honored | privelples of the Awerd
the wus
I, bt 1s violative of the principles of
¢ Constitutlon itseif: and we
eense our oforts antll there bog beon estab
Hahed In I piies 8 monelary sy
tpon the fi and unlimited eolun
nnd gold into money st the
ratio of 10 to 1 by the independent action of
the Unlted Btates, under which system s/l
paper money shall be lssued by the 2overn-
mient, aud all such money colned or lssned
shpll he o full legal tepder o pnyment of
nll delitd, publlle and private, sithout cxeep

il "
(R VI

| vun people before Constitntion

=hall not

stein husmd

of sliver

yrosent
[

Combine Agalnst Gold,
In all three platformus these partios ane
nounes that their eMorts shnll e uneensing

ool phe gold net sball be blotted from {he

statite books aud the free and unlingfed

| volnpge of sliver st 16 t¢ 1, shall toke [ta

it he is wleoted, to corey bis peingiples |

nte peaetive?

Aller this telhte of iy

rogl

jH g

that the Domoeratie puriy by s nomiuee
and itx reitecation of the feee silver plank
of IR linw innde it necessary for the
voters to voalllpm thelr decislon of four
yearw ngo du favar of the existing gold
standnrd,  President  MelCinloy  boldly

ploks up the gage of battle on {he lwsye
Whiat that 10
slates mot happily o n single paragenh
Aftor he has

HAle in

of Imperialism,

near the ewd of his letter

marghaled the facts which |'|.'.l'l‘ 1he
whole continyversy In the eleniist possi
ble histovien! lght betore the powiler, lio
LML
The Awmerican question s e
tween  duly  amd deseption —the
Americnn veedive will be Tor duaty

and ngninst desertion, for the He-
publie ngninst Loth
mperinlism,

wnarchy nud

As o campnign docnment the letter ls

regavded as phonomwenally steong.  But
It I more thaw o enmpnien docynent, 1t
Is a contvibution to hiktory. The Mresi-

dont denls cnndidly with the Amevioan
He s not wfrodd to tell them
what he lias done or why he did 1. 1le
deals In facts either than in arguments

prople.

TEXT OF THE
President's Views on Froe Silver amd
the Phillppine Quostion
Execntlve Manslon, Washlugton, D, 0,
Ropt. B0 the Hon. Heory Calot Lodge,
Chalrman Natlleatlon Comnudites My
Bir. The momlaalion of the Begubliein na
tonal conventlon of June 14, 100, for the
ofMpe of Presilent of the Uoited Htates,
which, ns the officlnl representotive of the

LETTER,

Ihepr

eottventlon, you bHuve conveyed Lo e, In
aceeplod. | have corefully examined the
plstform adopled snd glve It my heary
approvel,

Upon the great fniue of the lnit nntlonal
electlon It s clear. 1L opholds the gold
etandard and Iindorses the loglsintlon of the
present Congress by which that standard
tiam been effectively strengthened, The st
bty af our natloni! corednvy s, therefore,
sectre 8o Jong ae those who adhere to this
platform are kept ln conteal of the govern
ment,

Eanme Inines Involveil,

In the firal battie, that of 1800, the frlonds
of the gold standard and of sound ctrrency
were trlnmiplindl and the conntey le oijoy
ing the fralts of that sietory, Oure ading
onlsty, however, nre not satislied. They com
pel un Lo a weeond battle upon the sawe Hoes
on wilch the Urst was fought and won,

Whtle regretting reapening of this
questlon, which ean ouly distorb the present
satlafactory financial conditlon of the gov

Ll

erament and vislt uneevtploly  dpon .our
great business enterpriscs, we aceept the
Iesvie aud agiln luvile tha sonnd money

forces o Joln In winnlog another and we
Inpl A pormaoent (Huwmph for on Louest
foaneld! systow whileh will contlone lovio
lable the publle falth,

AN Loaynl to Eliver.

An In 158, the thres sllver parilos ave
wpaked under (dee, who, lmme
diately nfver the elevilon of that yoear, In an
address to the himel

“Pho felonds of blmwetalllam have uot besn

Lhe snwe le

iists, wald;

vauquishod; ther bave slinply beeh overs
come,  Vhey billeve (hat the gold standsrd
Is A& conspitavy of the wouey changecs
agninst the welfare of the hawan race—=and
they will contione the warfare ngalons g™
The potley thus wil D TR T
oapled nnd conflvmed by these patties. The

altver Demacratle riny of 10 continnes

ihe warfure agoinst

platfi

the socmniled gold con

spleacy when it expressiy sapes:

“We reltofite the domdnd of that (the
Chleaga) platform of 1500 fur an AMuctiean
financia! svetom wade Ly the Awmerican peo
ple for theomselves, which shall restore and
pgistninlo A Wmetalile price lovel; and as
part of sueh spstem the bmwediate restora
than of the free and unilwyited calname
gitver aod gold ot the present mtle of 18 to
1, whhoat waltlng for the aid or consent of
auy vilier nation -

v Parpmonnt Tesne,

Mo the Dsstie o presented, It will be noted
that the dvwanl is for 1be Immedlale reator
stion ol the froe veisige of stiver at 19 to
1 It anolber B paramdnt, thin I
Iwedlate, b0 will admb o ¢of w0 delay and
will suller 0o postowh i ats

loajje

| b hatznd fo consolenoe to earry

el |

1 Indysl

iu: e

Tht relutlve tmportance of the jssnes | do
it All of them ard ' lin
Whilehover pariy Is suecessfol will

stop . 1o disbnss,

nto admin.

Istention aud legisintion e soveral deelara
thoms o] ddetfines, One decliceation will be
avother, but all are not lm.

a8 oblightory as
windinle,

It & not possibde that these parties wonld
kreat the doetrloe of 10 to 1, the Immedidte
rellaatlon o whieh |s demanded by their
severdl platforme, a8 vold and daoperative
i the event thnt they shoukl be clothed
with power.  Ctherwice heie professlon of
folth I8 josineefs. It s thorefore thoe Jm-
pecitlve biisiness of those opposed to this
Arnnelal the triumph of
the partles whose nplop s only assured by

heressy to prevent

adherence to the sllvor Ixsue,
Fucing Grave Peril.
Will the Ametlean poople, through indif
ference or Fanclel security, hazarcd the over
Lthrow of the wise Bnaneiol log uf the

Hast your ool revive the dunger of the silver
etandard, with all of the tnevitable evlls of
shittered confidence und  general disoster

which Jusrly alarmed and arvoused (hem in
1501y

The Chivago platform of 1508 | reaffirmed

I s eutleety by the Kandns Cliy couven-
thog, Nothing hag bevn omdttnd or recalled:
a0 (hot all the porlls then theeatewsd are

priswentod
1

delinnrale

oW with the wdided foree of o
riditirntion. Four
Ehie el refusel (o plaee the seal of thelr

YEArS nE0
approvil ypon these dangerous
tlonary polictes, and this yoar ey will not
Tl o pecord agalte thelf shrnest dlgsent,

aud revoln

Faithful to Pledges,
The Repililiean party remaing falthfal to

IS principte of a torl which woppiles sofs
flelent revenues for the government aml pdss
fguite protoction to bur enterpriges and pros

and of ¥

elgn pmarkots to the frmits of Awmerican lihor

iprociiy, which opens for
nod forolshes new chunonels throongh which
Lo morket Lhe sarplon of Amorican favins,
The ti principles of
amil reclprocily were the frst plediges of Ne
pubilican victory to be writien, into publie
law,

e progent Congress his glven to Alneka
a tertltorlal government for which It had
walled more than a quarter of & century;
has establistied a reprosentative government
I Blowall; Dos enncted billa for the most
Ieral treatment of the pensloners and thelr
wihlowa: has revived the free homestend

honarid profecilon

oiley.

lu liw great fnanclal law It provided for
the estibllshiment of banks of lesue with a
capitnl of $20,000 for the beneft of villages
nnd rural commpultles;, bringing the oppop
tunity for profdtable bosiness In banking
within the reach of moderite capital, Muiuy
nre wlready avalling themselves of this priy-
Hege.

Bome Convincing Filgures,
During the past pear more than $19,000,000
of United States Bouds have been padd from
the surplus revennes of the treasury, and in
addltlon 000,000 of 2 per cents wntured,

pPayment,
the government In ald of the rosdd in the
sum of uearcly $44,000,000 palil
01, 1507, The treasury balanes s

bave heen

slnee Doe

In satlsfue
1 S 410,000, 1o addiilon to the &1
gold resecve In the treasury, ‘The gaverns
ment relations  with the Paciie reallrands
hive been snbstantially cloweld, 12442100
belng retelved From these ronds, the gresler

ORITE

securities for payments deferrod.

four yours ago, 1he volume of our onrrency
I8 greater per caplia than It has ever béen,
It was 2000 la IS 1t had tnereased 10
$20.00 oan-July 1, 1000, wnd $240.85 on Sept, 1,

LM, Oor totnl moncy oo Joly 1, T804, was
FLOWARL00; on July 1, 1004, It was 83,-
DR 425,400, and $2,000083, 042 on Bept, 1,

14000,
'rosperity In General.

Our Industeial apd agrlealturnl conditione
nre tiore progiising than they bave been for
muny years: probubly wore so thao they
have ever hew I'rosperily abounds every-
thronghout the republle. 1 rejolece
that the Eonibern ax well as the Norihern
States nre enJoying o full share of thewe -
proved notlonsl conilitions and that sl are
contvibuilug o lprgely 1o our remarkable
il develupneent.

wliere

The wovey lendier recalves lower rewnrds
for bis enpital than If It were Invested In
active Uuviness,  The rates of Interest sre

fower than they have ever been tn this conn
tey, while those things whivh are produced
on the furm aud In the workshop, aod the
labor producing thew, have advanced In
value,

Oue forolgn trade shows 4 aatiafactory and

increasing growih, The amount of eur ex-

portk for the year 1900 over those of the ex.
ceptionally prosperons yenr of 1800 was
about Bidf o wiitlon dollars for every duy
of the year, nnd thege sums bove pone Inlo
the howes nud enterprises of the people,
There hias been an lnerease of over $30,000,
000 1o the exports of ageleolineml products,
U2 642,020 in manufactnres and in the prod-
ucts of the mines of oyer S10,000,000, .
Big Gains in Trade.

Our trade balnnees ennnot fill to give snt-
Isfuetion 1o the peopls of the conuiry. In
I58 wo sold abrond SGIN 482,076 of products
more than we bought abroad. o 1800 33040,
74513 andd In 100 $544,.471,701, making dur
Ing the three years o total bolunee In our
fovor of $1.080,770, 10— nearly five thmes the
hulanee of trade in our mvor for the whole
neriod of 108 years from 1790 to June U0,
1T Inelusive :

Four hundreed and thirty-six million dol
lara of gold have been added 1o the gold
stock of the United States sipee July 1, 18045,

[ The 1w of March 14, 1000, anthorized the |

|

legal | 3T%

|apd on Sepl. 1 the Enm had b

Pihan Jast, and the expenditures on necount
iuf lodinpa were oearly two and thrée-guar

H1n we expended for penslons $130,004,020,

enlled Ly the government, are L protess uf|
Pacioe Riblroad bonds tusied ty | meut bonds bearing a8 high as & per cont lo-

ey condiifon, shawing on Seépt, |

part In cast and the edmnlnder with nmple’

. Hm slhiing »
Iostoad of  diminlsbing, as was predicted | development have remiined a constant drain

|

refunding futo 2 per cent honds of that part
of the public debt represented by the O per
conty due In 1008, the 4 per conts doe I 167
ind the 5 per conts due tn UM, ageregating
S840,000,000,  More than one-thind of the
s of these bonds was refunded o the first
Ihree months after the paeghpge of the net

nerensed
in all
iting o & vet saving of over §8,

fng

mere than 249 000,000, 1

Government Saving Money,

The ordinary recelpis of the govirnment
for the Beenl yonr 1900 were 70,527,000 In
exeess of s expenditures,

While our recelpts both from eostoms anid
Internal revenne have been greatly Inerens.
ed, our expenditores hnye been deerdading
Clvll and milseellnoeoos expenses for the fis-
cal year endivg June 30, 1000, wore nearly
§14,000,000 Tess than in 1800, while on the
war acconnt there s oa decrease of wore

otenn trankportation we pay punually to for
clgn ship owners over F165,000,000. We
ought to own the ships fer our carrylng
trade with the world, alid we ought to bhalld
them In Ameriean shipyards and wing them
with American sallors,. Our own cltizens
should recelve the transportation clarges
now pald to forelgners.

I have edlled the attentlon of Congress to
this subject In my several annunl Dessages,
In that of Dhee. @ 1807, | sald:

“Most desirable from every stamipolnt of
pational loterest and patriotism 1x the efort
1o oxtend our forelgn ¢ nerie, To Lhis
end anr merchant warine shaphd he lmpiovesd
and eulnrged. onr full share
of the earexing teade of the world, We do
oot dn It now. We ghonid be the luggard 0o

We should ila

lopge:r,™

In iny message of Dec, O, 1200, 1 said
“Our nationnl develppment wi 1l bhe one=iled
anill nosatlsfactory so long as the remark

nlile growth of our Inlawd Industries remnins
upaccompaniod Ly the
There I8 no lack of titutinnal anthorily

pragress  on LU

i

for Jegls! on which shali give to the coun
ey marvitime stronglth commensiarate wilh
Its Industela] aellevenents 1 with =

rank smong the naflops of the earth

“The past year has recotded ¢xeeptional
netivity looour shiipyards. and (hie promd
of continunl prosperity In shiplaliding sre
abundunt. Advapeed legistation for i
tection of our seamen hns Deste enactad, Ounr
ecoast tride, nnder reguintions wisely fiptned
at the lwglnnlog of the goveranient

sinee, shows Its résulis for the past fiscil

s

[

il

sear unequstled o cur records or those of
any alher power.

Need of the Canal,

“We shall fall to renllze dhr opportunt
tlew. however, If we complacently regard
only watiers at howe and blind ourselves to
the necessity of secoring oor shore o the
valuable earrying trade of the worid.

“1 now rejterate these views;

PRESIDENT M’KINLEY.

than SO3,000,000, There was reguired £5,-
(00,000 less to suppost the navy this yeur

ters million dolloes less than To 1800,

The only twu e of Increase lu the pub-
lle expenses of 1000 over 1S4 are for pew
slons and Ioterest on the publie dehbt, For

and for the fsedl yenr 1000 onr payments on
thls aceount amounted to SHOSTT.ALL  The
net Incrense OF [nterest on the publle debt
of 1500 over 1800 required by the war loan
was $I00,405.206,

Ionds Speedily Taken.

While Congress authorized the govern-
ment 1o moke o war lonn of $00,000,000 at
the begloning of the war willh Spain, only
$200,000.000 of Lotds wos lssued, hearing 3
per cont Inferest, shleh were promptly snpd
patrlotically taken by our cltizens

Uniess, something unforescen occors to v
duee our revenues or lnerense our expendl-
tnres, the Congress al lts next sesslon shoyld
reduce tnxatlon very materially.

IFifty years agn we were spliing govern-

Now o we dfe redecming them with o
bond ar par bearlug 2 poe vent Interest \\’eI
are selilng oor surplus products and lending

terest,

our surplus woney o Kurops.
Europs Ia t ur DNebiar, |
One revult of our seillng to other natlons |
g0 much mwore thin we bave bought fromn
them durlng the phst three years 1 a radieal
lnpravement of our Ananelal relations. T

great amovats of eaplial whieh have been |
borgowed of Earope for oar eapld, muotortal
FResHOUTCes

uptn oy for Intepest and Jdivl

Wl mnide our money markets II.-H-h-I

denda o

10 constant disturbanees by ealls for poys

ment or hoavy siles of onr seetritles when. I

over ujoney, stringeney or panle  occurred

abroadl We bhave tow beet paving these
dobtits and bringieg home mauy of onr s
curitles and  estuliligbing  countercalling

ersdits abread by our luans pnd placing our
selven npon A sure [vupdation of Ouanckal
Independence,

In the unfortunntes contest botween Gront
Neliale and the Boor states of Sancls AT ed

the Unlied States has malotalned sn a2l
tnde of meutratity in accondynce with bis
woll-known rruditional poelley It dld nag |
liesliate, Lowever, when reguested Liv he

governments of the South Afvicun repnblies,

to exercise Its gowl otives for a cessation of |

hoxtiiltien |
Nid What We Canld,

It s to he observed that while the Sonth
Afelcan repobllies made Lke reguest of o bvr
powers, the United Siates is the oniy eow
which complied. The Liritivh government
deciibed 1o mccept the lulervention of sy
pawer,

Ninety-one per cent of onr exports
voris are Low carried by forelgn ships. |

L onr eiplaly

| =temldy
|

Hiinedal

of lmmedinte lmportance to

A sabjeet

our countey s :r,.- completion of n greng
WAterwny dammeres between the Atlantle
and Maciie.  The constructlon of a marl-

e vannl Is pow more than ever Indispen-
sialide to that Inthoate and feady eommunpl-
tatlon hetween our eastern and western sei.
ports, demanded by the annexatlon of the
Howallon Islands and the expanslon of our
Infitence and teade In the Pacifle,

“Our natlonn] polley more lmperatively
than ever ¢nlls for Its completlon and con-
trol hy this government, and it |s belleved
that the next session of Congross, after re-
volving the full report of the tommission ap-
poitted under the act approved March 3,
1508, will make provislons for the sure ac-
complishment of this great work,

Wonld Restrict Trusts,

Comblnations of capital which centrol the
markiet In commoditlis necessary to the gen-
eral nwse of the people by suppressing nat.
ural and eordinary competition, thus en.
h -:wlu: prices to the general consutuer, are
wlipoxlous to the common law sod the publle
welfare. They are daogerous conspliracles
ngilust the publle good, and should be made
the subjeet of prohibllory or penal legialn
tien,

Publicity will be a belpful influence to
cheek this evll. Un'formity of legislation in
the diMeront States shonld be secured. Dis
eriminatlon between what Is Injurions apd
what 1= useful apd secessary In business
pperations is esaential to the wise and effect.
ve treatment of this subject.

Haneet co-operatlon of caplial ls necessary
to meel new businesy conditlons and extend
Inereasing forelgn trade, bul
consplracies and combinntions Intended to
restelet business, credte monapolles and con
trol prices should be effectively resteanined,

Vest Frienids of Lahor,

The best service which can be rendered to
latinr Ia 1o a@ord I sa eppertunity for
and remusetative employment and
every opcousagemient for advance.
The polley that sulserves thix end Ia
Amdricap policr, The past three
years bave heen more sallsfactory to Amerd-

1o workingfen 18ao maoy pteceding years
of the pr industrial or
poiley of the govaruttent would be

Hegstrons to thele Wighest Jute

give |t
ment.
Lrie

Any change el

TVsis,

With prosperity at botne and an inereas:
Ing iarket for Aowrican products
wriplayn should cuontinue o walt npon
lolesr, Abd wiid the prescut gold stapdurd

«worklpsman s sevured agsinst payment

or Ws lithor In 8 depredinied curcetcy. For
Libwr 8 short day Is bhotter than a short do.
v Ome will Hghten the burdens, the other
vaspis 1he rewards of well. The one will
prnmote sonlent ment and indepeadence, the
her penuty aad want,
“pads for Good Wages,
e wages of labor abould be adequate 10
the bowe la comfort, educate the il

Aren, and, with (hrift apd économy, lay
goiething by for the days of Infirmity and
ol age.

Practleal elvll servios reform has always
had the support apd enconrigement of the
Hepubllean party. The future of the merit
system s mnfe In fts hands,

During the present administration as oe-
ensions laye srisen for modifieation or
amendnient In the exlsting civil gervice law
and poles they have leen mude, [mportant
amendments were promnlgated by execotive
order under date of Muy 20, 1800, having for
thele prinelpul purpose the exception from
compet!iive examination of certaln places in.
volving tduciney responsihiiities or dutles
uf nostvietly eonfidential, welentifie or exeen-
tive clargorer, swhieh It wis thonght might
better be MHGE by ooneompetitive examing-
tion or by other tests of finess In the dis
cretion of the appolnting oflicer.

Value of Merit System.

It Is grat1fying that the experionce of mare
thatt o yeae has vindicdted these changes In
the murked lmprovement of the publie ser-
viee,

The morlt system, as far as practicable,
Ie maile the basis for appolotments lo of-
fiee In our new territory.

The American people are profoundly grate-
ful to the soldiers, sallors and marines who
huve in every time of confllet fought their
sonniry's battles nnd defended fts honor,
The survivars and the widows aud orphans
of thuse who have fallen are justly entitled
to recelve the generous and conslderite care
of the natlon.,

Few ars now left of those who fought 1n
the Meslenn war, and while many of the
verernty of the Clvll War are stlll spared to
us thelr pumbers arve rapidly diminishing
and sge and lnllrmity are Inereasing thelr de-
pendence, These, with the solidiers of the
Spauizh war, will not be neglected by their
gratefu]l countryinem, The penslon laws
hive been Hberal, They should be jusily
adminislered, and  will  be, Preference
shonld be given to the soldicrs, sallors and
marines, (hele widows und orplans, with
Fespect to employment in the publl¢ ser-
¥ive.

Kept Faith with Cuba.

We have been Ip possesgion of Cubn sinee
the first of Janvary, 1800, We Lave re
stored order and establlshed domestle tran-
quillity. We have fed the starving, clothed
the nalied, and ministerpd to the sivk, We
bave improved the sanllary condition of the
fsland, We bhave stimulated Industry, In-
trodueed publle educition, nnd taken a full
and comprebensive euumertition of the In-
babltauts,

The gualification of electors has been set-
tled and wnder It officers bave been chosen
for all the muntelpalities of Cuba, These
local goveinmenis are now In operatlon, ad-
ministered by the people, Our military es-
tabllshment has been reduced from 43,000
to less than 6000,

An election las been ordered to be held on
the 15th of September under a falr election
law alrendy teled 1o the munleipal electlons,
to choose members of n constitutional con.
ventlon, and the econveuntlon, by the same
order, 18 to agsemble on the frst Monday of
November to frame a constlitutlon vpon
which an Independent government for the
Island will rest. All this ls & long step In
the fulfillment of our sacred guarantees to
the people of Cuba,

Plans for Peorlo Rico,

We hold Porto Rico by the same title as
the Phllippines. The freaty of peace which
ceded us the one conveyed to us the other,
Congress bas given to this lsland a govern-
ment in which the Inhabitants particlpate,
elect thelr own legleintore, ennct thelr own
loeal laws, provide thelt own system of tix-
atlon, and in these respects have the same
power and priviieges enjoyed by other terrl-
torles belonglng to the United States and o
muoch ldrger measure of self-government
than was glven to the lnhabliants of Loulsl-
ana under Jefferson, A distriet court of the
United States for Porto lico has been estab-
lished nnd loeal econrts huve been Inangur-
ateid, nll of which are in operdation,

The generpus treatment of the Porto
Ricans neeotds with the most iberal thought
of our own country and encournges the best
nsplrations of the people of the Island.
While théy do not huve Insiant free com-
mercial Wnterconrse with the Unlted States,
Congress complied with my recommendation
by removing, on the 1st day of May last,
83 per cent of the dutles and providing for
the removnl of the remalnlng 15 per cent
on the 1st of March, 1002, or earlier If the
leglislature of Porto Rieo shall provide local
revenues for the expenses of condueting the
government.

Tsland Is Profited.

During this Intermediate perlod Porto
Riean products coming Iato the United
Sthates pay & tarifl ef 15 per cent of the rates
uoder the Dingley set and our goods going
to Porto Mico pay a llke rate. The dutles
thus pald and collected both In Torto Rice
and the Unlted States are pald to the gov-
ernment of Porto Rico and no part thereof
Is taken by the natlonal government.

All of the dutles from Nov, 1, 1808, to June
30, 1000, aggregating the sum of $2,250,.
023.21, pald at the enstom hounses In the
United Siates upon Porto ican products,
under the lanws exlsting prior to the ubove
mentloned net of Congress, have gone Into
the treasury of Porto Rico to relleve the
destitute and for schools and other pubfe
purposes, Io addditlon to this, we have ex-
pended for rellef, eduvcatlon and Improve
went of roads the sum of §1,513,084.05,

Military Force Cut Down,

The Unlted States military force In the
islands has been reduced from 11,000 to
1000, and natlve Porto Rieans eonstitute for
the wost part the locul constabulary.

Under the pew law and the lnauguration
of eivil government there hoa been a gratl-
fring revienl of business, The mannfactures
of orto Rlco nre developing; her lmports
are locrensing; her tapi® Is yleldlng In-
erensed returns; her ficlds are being cnltl-
viaigd: free schonls are being establlzsbed.
Notwithstanding the many embarrassmients
Incldent to n change of natlonal conditions,
she Is rapldly showing the good efects of
her new relations to thix natlon.

For the sake of full ond lntelllgent noder-
ftanding of the Phlllpplue question and to
glve to the people authentle luformation of
the acts and alms of the adminlstration, 1
prescut at some length the events of Impor.
tance leading up to the presemt situation,
Tlhe purpuoses of the executive are best re
renled and enn best be judged by what he
bas done and Is dolog.

Every Move for Peace.

It will be secn that the power of the gov-
ertment has Leen used for the liberty, the
pence and the prosperity of the Phllipplas
preoples, sed that force bas been employed
ooly sgainst force which atood lm the wor

e realisation of these sada

On the 25th day of April, 1508, Congress
declared that a state of war sxisied bstween
Spaln apd the Upited States, On May 1,
1808, Admiral Dewey destroyed the Spanish
ficet in Monila Bay. On May 10, 1808, Maj.
Gen. Merrlit, 1. B. A, wad placed lp com-
mand of the military expedition te Manlia
and directed among other things to lmmedi-
ately “publish u proclamntion declaring that
we come pol to make war upon the people
of the Philippines nor upod nny part or fac.
tion among them, but to protect them |m
their homes, In thelr employments, and ia
thelr personal and vellglons rights, All per-
ong who, elther by active nld or by honest
submisslon, co.opernte with the Unlted
States In Its efforis to give offect Lo this
beneficent purpose will recelve the rewsrd
of Its support and protection.'

Some Fortunes of War.

On July 3, 1508, the Fpanish feet ln at
tempting (o escape from Santlugo burbotr
wiis destroyed by the American fleet, snd on
July 17, 1808, the Spauish garrlson lo the
city of EBaptiago surrendered to the com
mander of the American forees,

Followlng these birllllant victories, on the
12th dny of Apgust, 1508, vpon the Inltiative
of Spalp, hostilities were suspended, and »
protocal was signed with a view to arrang-
Ing terms of peace betweed the two govern.
ments. 1o pursusoce (hereof 1 appointed ae
commirsioners the following distingulshed
clitizers {0 conduet the negotiations on tha
poart of the Unlted States: HMon, Willlam R,
Day of Ohlo, Hon, Willam TI. Frye of
Minnesota, Hon, George Groy of Delaware
and Hon. Whitelaw Reid of New York.

Forced Tnto Conflict,

In addressing the penes commisslon hefore
Its departure for Parls, 1 salil:

It 1a my wish that throvghont the nego-
tiatlons Introsted to the commission the por-
poze and splrelt with whbich the Unl ed Stutes
aecepted the unwelcome negesslty of war
should be kept constantly in view. We
took up arms only In obedience to the dic-
tutes of humunlty and the fulfiilment of higzh
publie and moral ohligntions. We Wad ne
design of aggrandizement and no ambicios

‘of conquest,

"Through the long vourse of repeated cop-
resentations which preceded and almsd 15
avert the struggle and In the Gnonl arbiira-
ment of force this conntry was impelied sole.
Iy by the puorpose of relleving grievens
wrongs and removing long existing condl
tlons which disturbied its tranguiliity, which
shocked the woral sense of mnpkind and
which could no longer lie endured,

High Sense of Duty.

"It 1s my earncst wish thut the Unlied
States In maklog peace should follow the
same ligh rule of conduct which gulded tt
in facing war. It should be as serupulons
and magnanimous in the concluding settis.
ment as it was Just and homace fn 1ts orlg.
foal actlon, * * * Our afm In the gadjust
ment of peace shonld be directed tu lastiog
results and to the achievement of the com
mon good under the demands of elviiition
rather than to ambitious deslgns,. = * *

“Without any original thought of cotnplets
or even partial acguisition, the presence and
success of our arws at Manlln hwpose upon
us obligations which we cauuot dlsregurd
The macch of events rules anid overrules
buman action,  Avowlug aureservedly the
purpose which bas animated all our eforts,
and still solicitous to adhere to It, we ean-
not be npuilodfol thal without any desite
or deglgn on our purl the war hag bhrought
us vew dutles snd responsibilities which we
must meet and discharge as becomes o great

tntlon on wooke grow'h npd oareer, (ron
the beglinlng, the Ruler of Nallons hes
plaloly  writien the bigh command  aod

pledge of elvilization.”
Shirked No Kespoinsibility.

On Oct, 28, 1800, whlle the peace commis
glon wus continulng T negotintions 1o Marts
the followlng additlonnt lnstruction was
sent:

“It Is lmperative npon us that as eletors
we shoold be govelned only Ly molives
which will exalt our astlun. Territorin! ex
panslon should be our least concorn; thar
weé Ehall pot gbirk the moral eliigations af
our victory Is of the groatest,

It Is undisputed thut Spain’s authority Is
permanently destroyed lo every part of the
Puilippines. To leave any part in her feeble
control now would incrense our ditficoition
and be epposed to the Interesis of humwan
ity. ®* * * Nor can we permit Spaln te
transfer any of the isiands to another
power. Nor can we lovite another power
or powers to joln the United States 1p sor-
erelgnty over them, We must elther hola
them or turn thei back to Spaln.

Oaly One Honorable Conrse,

“Consequently, grave as are Lhe responsi
Lilitles and onforeseen as are the diffev)
ties which are before s, the President can
see but one plaln path of duty, the aceept
ance of the archipeingn. Greater dificulties
and more serlous complleations—nilministrs
tive and Iuternational—would foliow esuny
other course.

“T'he Prexident has given (o the views of
the commlssioners the fuliest consideration,
and In reaching the coucluslon above an
pounced, In the light of luformation com.
municatad to the commiasion and to the
President since your depurture, be hax been
Influenced by the slngle couslderallon of
duty and humaaily., ‘The President s not
uninindful of the distressed fnancial condl-
tion of SBpaln, and whatever consideration
the Unlted Btules may sliow inust come
from lis sense of geuneroslly and benevol
ence rather than from any real or techolead
eblgation.”

Conld Not Abandon Them,

Again, on Nov. 18, I instructed the com
misslon:
“Frum the standpoint of indemnlty, botk

the archlpelagoes (Porto Rico and the Phid
ipplues) are fusufficient to pay our war ex
penses, but aslde from this, do we mot owe
an obligation to the people of the Phlifp-
pines which will not permil us to roture
them to the soverciguiy of Spain? Could we
justify ourseives ln such a course, or conld
we permll thele barter to sowe other power?

“Willingly or not, . we hive the respoush
blilty of duty which we cannot escape,
* ¢ ¢ The Presiden: cannot belleve any
divldlon of the archipelago can bring us any
thing but embarraksment lo the future. The
trade and commercial side, as well ns the
lademuity for Lie cost of the wir, are quis
tions we might yleld, They might be walved
or compromised, but the questions of duty
and humaaity appeal to the President so
stroagly that be can God no appropriate so
swer but the one be bas bere marked oot.”

Terms of the Treaty.

The treaty of peace was concluded on Dee.
10, 1508, By Its terms the archipelagn,
known as the Philippine Islands, was ceded
Ly Spain to the Unfied States. It was alss
srovided that “the eivil rights and politics)
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