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Men who plot In France would, In
other lands, be known as natural co-
mediang,

The flght between Mrs, Keely and
the Keely Motor Company suggests a
gort of locomotor atuxia.

Pxperience 1s about all 8pain has ae-
cumulated during the year, and she
was not needing much of that,

Talking of this Nicaragua Canal in
connection with the Isthmus of Pana-
ma, the question 1s, Will it go through?

1n an Bastern female college a swim-
ning tank las just been completed
with n capacity of BO,000 gals, Big
college, that!

It 8 Intimated that Mrs, Dominis
ean be indueed to compromise, Utter-
Iy unnecessary! She has compromised
ber case already.

There's nothing In using polsoned
candy that's golug to make transfer-
ence to the sweet hye and bye by that
route especially deslirable.

The Chinege have killed several
French misslonaries, which I8 equiva-
lent to saying that Franece will soon
own another slice of Chinese territory,

Muarie Corelll says that she does not
regard sulclde as justifiable under any
conslderntion whatever, That's a spe-
clal plea for her style of lterature.

Those new nutomoblle trucks In New
York are going to be propelled hy com-
pressed alr,  Horges will have o rest,
1t's an 11 wind that blows nobody any
good,

Prof, Garner bas goue back to Afrl-
en to study the monkey sgpeech. As
Polly can talk, we may yet know the
precise language used at that monkey
and parrot time.

Col. Ingersoll is sald to have had his
wiateh stolen lntely, Lle's probably not
pleased over it, o8 his Idea of n happy
exlstence belng confined to this world
he doesu’t ke to lose any time.

North Dakota s right In enumernt-
fng among her needs n better divoree
law, The husiness that the present one
may biring to the Btate cun never offset
the domage it 18 dolog to her reputa-
tion,

Iixperts say that the war taught -
tle of any value to milltary selence.
This 18 to be vegretted, although It
should be Boroe In wind that the wor
wag not undertaken for that precise
purpose.

Oom Paul Kruger 18 dotermined that
the peaple of Johnnnesburg shinll have
ot lgust two dioys' rest Inench weelk,
Ie las isued a decree, and 1t is being
enforeed, that no plano-playing shall
ocour on Friday or Haturday.

I The Rotkin ense hog hiad the effect
of mnking people o little gkittish about
enting anything sent through the mall,
It 14 to be hoped that the Cornlsh ense
will have o glinllar effect In checking
the willlugness of people to take any
Kind of medielne from the Lhand of
aungbody that offers it.

[ In o number of avenuca of industry
which for yenrs Gront Britaln hins re
garded hergolf o8 supreine, the United
Rintes has tonken the lead.  The lead,
once (nken, con never be reguined by
Gront Britaln, There was o tlime when
1ta lege vesources of Iron ore and conl
gave It an advantage. s resources In
these materinls, howoever, are nothing
compared to those of the Unlted States.

Just how gambling and speculntion
pny was very clearly hrought out in
the testimony of the defanlting teller,
Hoggs, In the Dover bank ense, e
necomnted for 800,000 of the shortage
an follows: Losat on race tracks, $20,-
O000; In mnrginal stock operations, $5,
0005 In poker, $15,000; In faro, $2,000;
In pools and bucket shops;, $8,500; and
2000 In politles,  Here 8 o choleo col-
lectlon of sermons for gamblera and
speculitors,

When Julln Ward Hows wos a young
girl, her fiest Hterary vonture was fn-
vorably notleod In a loeal newspaper.
“This s my Hetle glel who knows about
books," snld a favorlte uncle, “and
writes an artiele and has it printed; but
I wish ghe knew more about house-
keeping:" o soothoent which In after
yeurs Mrs, Howe had oconslon to echo
with fervor, Pew women rench adualt
e without Anding themselves so elr
cumstaneed that o domestie tralonlng is
fnvalualile to them

To horgeless carringes and simokeloss
powder add chimneyless fnctorles ns
the pewest o nowenchntare,  Horetos
fore It has beon necessary In order (o
gecure plenty of dealt for o furnace Lo
bulll an lmmensely tall chimney, Now
it 1s found that Instead of pulllng the
deaft by a chimney you ean push it
frimn welow with o fan. A plant run-
ning three bollers of 200 horse power
tried this experiment with 4 fan whose
wheel nd a dinmeter of dfty-four Ineh-
eg, The deaft wans so much bettered
thint the fem savedd pearly $1LO000 8 yenr
Ly using o cheaper grade of coal,

For defensive purposes the lesson of
Awmerican  mactinl  anlor and skl
tavght to Europe within the year that
fa past 18 of Incalenlnble value, and for
Jong yonrs to comoe It must tomper the
ageresslveness of natlons that might
othierwise have sought to check the
progross of a republic whose unexam-
pled prosperity s a standing menace
to monarebleal institutions.  Notwith-
standing the republic hao Jolned the
ranks of the modern militant powers in
such o dramatie way and Ih such a
ghort the, we may confldently trust
that the country will yemaln a slumn-
berlng glant amid the unworthy con-
flews luto which some of the militant
natlons have been prone to enter,

Now that Mra. Botkin lins been ad-
Judged guilty of the charge of using
the mnlls as a medium for the distriba-
tion of polsoned candy we are glad to
Jearn that she will be locked up for the

reat of her unnaturnl life, The Borgia
industry should not be allowed to flour-
fsh in this enlightened country, and
there are certainly more humane ways
of separating a man from his wife
than by the use of quick polsons, 1t is
very pleasant to be loved by the ladles,
but the average man 8 not anxlous
that the dlvine passion shall be car-
ried to such an extent as that, and the
varlons essays on love, from Schopen-
hauer, Mrs. Corbin and other able au-
thorities, have never led us to belleve
that the right feminine emotion of ten
der passion is responsible for these
harsh extremes. We are solicitous that
during her inearceration Mrs, Botkin
shall be closely watched and shall be
kept as far as possibie from the prison
digpensary, for a woman of her Im-
pulses Is likely at any moment to at-
tempt to exercise her talent for lavor-
ing confections.
One of the most valuable of recent
naval eriticlsms ealled out by the Span-
Ishi-Ameriean war s made In an artlele
In a German techuieal magazine hy
Itear Admiral Pluddeman, of the Ger
winn navy, The German admiral says
the war will lead to no radical revolu-
tlon of present naval ldeas, but that it
will enrich former experience by way
of Mustration, The naval operations
of the war he discusses under five
heads—the personnel, the construction
and equipment of ships, the artillery,
the torpedo, the ram and speed.  As
to both the torpedo and the ram, he
says the war has left us practieally
where we were when It began, as their
etficleney ennnot be said to have been
falrly tested, The superlority of Amer-
fean guns and gunners is willingly ree-
ognlzed, but the German admiral says
hut fow of the shots were exploded,
and that the making of the fuse has
evidently not yet reached perfection
in Amerlea, In the naval battle of
Santlngo he says the Amerlean vessels
made but 163 hits for 170 guns, and
that of these the 13-Inch and the
12.ineh guns did not score o single hit.
Bxploglon of a shell killed the entire
crew of the Oguendo, but in the opln-
Jon of thig naval expert this wonld not
have happened 1 the turret had had no
roof, The German critic agrees with
most others that the grentest execution
was wrought by the 6 pounders, and
the fact that only four Amerlean guns
were In need of repalrs at the end of
the war speaks well for the durability
of the artillery.
Notwithstanding the nofable example
of the gentleman of Oregon who gave
away his wife and threw In four acres
of onlong for good measure, It does not
follow that wives and onlons neces-
sarily go together, A later instance s
reported from New York, where a wife
put onlons In the soup, and 18 now In
the hosplin]l suffering ffom a Bevere
contusion made by a heavy plate
harled by the Indignant pariner of her
Joys and sorrows.  And this suggests
the reflection that many domestie trag-
odles are Inspired by the thoughtless.
ness of women o thelr culinary af-
faits. The ladies never weary of as-
gorting thot the way to a man's affec-
tlons 18 throngh his stomach, and this
la measurably and geandly true,  Baot
ginee 1t 1 so widely known It does geem
n lttle steange that women will per-
glatently tuke chanees where there are
no chanees, lgnoring the delleate and
subtle means of continued good cheer
and happiness.  We have been much
surprised that the women's clubg, and
egpecially the household departments,
have pot glven more thme  to  this
Lirgnel of domestie fellelly, pointing
out In specinl mectings the advantages
whleh acerue from diplomatie avold-
anee of Instroments of wreath, such as
highly flavored onlons, garlle, red pep-
per, el gauee and tobiseo, nssuming
the conjugal aversion, While no true
gentlemin will brenk a plate oyver his
wife's hend It 18 unnecersary even to
glve Lilm provoention for the deed, and
It appears to us the duty of the wom-
on's clubs 1o urge o lttle more fem
inine eare and thoughtfulness,

JOURNALISM IN AUSTRIA.

Ludlerons Revelations of pn Fditor
Brought to Trial for Libel,

Some curfous facts have heen brought
to lght in the course of an actlon for
likel hrought ngainst the editor of the
Noennklrehener Zeltung, a provineinl
weekly paper with a large elreulntion
in Neunkivehen amd distelet,  Neun-
Kitehen §8 a fourlshing town about six-
ty miles from Vienna,

The edltor, Carl Kulf, urged In ex-
tenuntion of his misdemeanor that he
was so occnupled with his dotles as n
shoomaker that he had no thpe to projy
erly discharge  his editorinl  work,
which he ouly undertook s a supple-
wentarey  occupation. 1118 salary as
editor was £5 per annum,

Judge—Yon do not seem: 1o POSSORH
the traloning and education necessary
to an edltor,

Ilerr Wull—That 18 nol necessary nt
nll.

Judge—Tut an editor must at loast be
able to wrelte an article,

Herr Kulf—Oh, no, 1eut all my artl
clos out of other papers,

Judge—Whe acted as editor In your
nhsenco?

Herr Kulf - A batter llved next door
to the offlee, and he usd to recelve the
correapondence and hnnd &t over to the
printers, The printers published what
Interested them,

Judge-These are extenordlnary con-
ditlons for a town so nenr the capital
of Austrin,

Herr Kulf—1It 1s not only In Vienna
thut proper Ideals of the misslon of the
press are In vogue. 1 always pralse
the townspeople who deal with me and
pay thele bills reguiarly, and “plteh
Into" those who buy thelr shoes else
where and do not settle thelr debits,
The Neunkirchener Zoltung s a paper
with principles. 1t recelves a subven:
tion from the loenl anthorities,

Judge—How do you obtaln the sub-
vention®

Here Kulf—I undertook to fully re
port all the Mayor's specches, chironlele
bis small dolngs and shower pralse on
his administration,

IMerr Kulf was finally sentenced to n
fine for not exerclsing that superyision
over his paper which an editor s in
Austiln legally compelled to do,—Lon
don Mall

Piga in China,
It 1s sald that in some of the farming
districts of China plgs are harnessed to
small wagons and made to draw themwm,

Some men ennﬁmmnnﬁnwh} the
Cool-killer Gu_gnn't call next door, .

THE CZAR OF RUSSIA,

A CHARACTER SKETCH OF THIS
. MIGHTY RULER,

r

His Peace Proposal Has Given to Him
a Character that History Will Pre-
werve Immortal—He Is Bteadfast,

Frank and Fearlesa, *M

An admirable character sketch of
Cgar Nicholas 11, of Itussin is drawn
by the English journalist, W, T. Stead,
In the American Monthly., Nicholas
I11., says the writer, In stature does not
resemble his father, who was a son of
Annk. It Is a mistake, however, to
speak of lilm as If he were exception-
ally slight. 1Hle is nbout the same
helght as Gen. Gordon, whom he re-
sembles In other things besldes the
pumber of his Inches. When he rides
or sits the Emperor seems as tall ns
most men, When he stands he I8 a
Httle taller than Lord Nelson or Napo-
leon Bonaparie. Good stuff, says the
old adage, 18 often put up in little bun-
dles, and the glant In popular legend I8
usunlly as dull as he |18 huge. In phy-
slque the Emperor Is wiry and vigor-
ous. One who sees him every day told
me that physieally Nicholas Is o much
healthider man than his father.

The first and most consplenous char-
acterigtic of Alexander IIL was the
solldity of his mental temperament,
He was by no means dull, But he was
slow., Ile put his foot down llke an
elephant, and whea he put It down he
wig not quick to take It up agaln, The
characterlstie of his son and successor
I8 quite different. Alertness, exnctness,
lucldity, and definlteness are four ex-

TIE CZAR NICIOLAS IT.

—

cellent qualitics In a man, and the Em-
peror Lag  them all. With all this
there 18 an absolute absence of any-
thing even distautly approaching prig-
glshness, Many years ngo Mr. Glad-
gtone degeribed the present Emperor as
i charming type of the best of our pub-
He sehool boys,  He was frank, fear-
less, perfeetly natural, and shimplieity
Itself. Nicholas 11 18 no longer a boy.
He has borne for several trying years
the burden of one of the greatest em-
plres in the world.  But he s still as
absolutely simple and unaflected as he
was when Mr, Gladstone met him in
Copenhagen iifteen years ago. Thero
18 still in Wim all the delightful school-
hoy abandon of manner, n keen sense
of humor, and a henrty, outspoken
frankness In expressing hig opinlens
which mnkes you feel that you are
denling with a man whose charncter I8
ne transparent as erystal.  Add to all
thin a modoesty as admirable as It 18
rare, and it must be ndmitted that evon
If the net homan prodoct shonld fall
ghort of belng a great ruler, he has ot
least all the quulitles which make men
beloved by thele fellows, The bhrlght,
clear blue eye, the quick sympathetie
chaige of feature, the merry laogh,
suceceded In o moment by an expres-
slon of noble gravity nnd of high re-
solve, the papldity and grace of his
movements, nnd even lils earlous little
exprigstye shrug of the shoulders, are
ol glimpses of o clnraeter not often
found unspolled by power,

Those who know hitn best appear to
love him most and naturally enough
ench one thinks his only fault Is that
Lie 18 too ready to sacritice his own con-
venlence and hilg own wishes to oblige
others. A more dutiful gson never sat
on a throne, Ile 1s slngularly happy
In his marringe, and the Emperor of
Ttussln will never lnck one of the most
intelllgent and  loyal of chancellors
while his wife Hves. As his parents
before him set Europe an example of
domestic unlty and fellelty, 8o Nicholas
1L maintaing the honorable and happy
tendition, e I8 loyal in his feiendships
nd slow to part with any of those who
are In his own or were In his father's
serviee.

Distinctions of His Relgn.

Bo far bis relgn has been  distine
guished by three things,  IMrst, his
frank recognition of the fact that untdl
he found his feet amd had acqulred
e exporlence o the business of
governing It beenmwe hlm to serve his
apprenticeship modestly and silent)y.

The second sallent feature In  his
refgn was marked by o signifleant
blend of the two confticting tendencles
—the tntuitive Instinet which enabled
bl to divine the right thing to be done
nid the modest reluctancs to Impose
his will upon the wore experleneed ad-
ministeators who thwarted and erip-
pledd his polley. 1 refer to the generous
Inltintive taken by the Crar in the di-
rection of an amelioration of the harsh-
pess of the Pollsh reglme ng he Inlerit-
ed It from his father. In that he showed
true Inglght amd o keen sympathy with
subjects who were sufferlhg from un-
doulited gricvances. Rut the forces of
renction and the Jenlousy of a dominant
bureaueracy, alded perhaps by the
gomewhnt  unreasonable expectutions
of gome of the Poles, chocked the full
renligntion of his deslgns. To some
this may seem an admission that he
was lncking In strength. 1t would be
more Just to recognize that bhe felt he
was lacking o experience, He was
young to the responsibillties of govern-
ment, It was better to bide his thme,
Safely and slow—they stumble who
rin fust,

There 1= one thing about the peace
eeseript which no one can deny, It
war splendidly andacious as well as
magnificently ambitious, Wise It may
be or foollsh, but wean, petty or une
worthy It was not. Wi he have the
perve to stick to 1t? The resolution to
put it through? The strength to over
power the immense forees which will
be banked together to defeat his gen-
erons and most sensible design?  That
i the erux of the whole question. Let

it pever be forgotten that Nicholas was

——

not only born In the purple, but thm
he has, as hls slres and grandsires, as
Imperfous a serles of menarchs as eves
swayed a scepter,

THE SAGACIOUS HERO.

He Insisted on Certaln Conditions Be-
fore Manifesting His Bravery.

“No," declared the Captaln, “I posi
tively decline to lead my company up
that hill."

“8ir,” explaimed the Colonel, *do you
know that what you are saying Is rank
{nsubordination?”

“Call it insubordination or what you
will,” the Captain returned, “but I re
fuse to go."

The Colonel was furious. The com-
pany that he had detachied for the pur
pose of storming the hill and capturing
the fort on top of It was the only one
that ecould be spared, and unlesa his
plans as arranged were executed the
whole eampalgn would fail. Not only
that, but lls lttle army would In all
probability be cut off from the main
body and wiped out of existence.

It was a eritienl moment, The Cap-
tain could be court martinled and shot
for his refusal to obey orders, but what
of 1t? Every man was needed. To
court martinl and shoot the obstinate
Captain would not be to take the hill
and the fort, Ite was the only man who
could do it with the force at his com-
mand.

What was to be done? The Colonel
gnawed his mustache and thought
hard, At last he declded to appeal to
the Captain Instead of ordering him,

“Think, man, think of the glory that
you will win If you do this thing," he
urged.

“I know all about that,” the Capiain
repled.

“Well, for heaven's sake, don't youn
want to be a hero? Think of it! The
entive natlon will applaud you!"

“1 renlize that, and I am anxious to
become a hero; but I positively refuse
to do it until you drive all these corre-
sgpondents back and keep them off the
fleld. I propose, If I do this business,
to retain the sole magazine rights on It.
I'm not going to do a herole thing and
then let somebody else get $600 a page
for writing it up!”

o the hill was taken, and the far-
seeing Captaln 1s now living In luxury
and winning new laurels with his pen.
—(Cleveland Leader,

SCHOOLS IN THE ORIENT,

There Is Abundant Chance to Get an
English Education There.

Throughout British territory, In the
Orlent, churches and schools are sent:
tered about, and always are at hend
quarters, milltdey or elvil.  All the sub
jeets of her Majesty the Queen can en-
ter the Christian churches and Chris
tlnn Sunday gchools If they wish, They
are not the “destitute heathen" of the
old-time phrase—"destitute  of the
means of grace;” and the “Burasinns
— Eunrope-Asians, hybrids—ambitious to
be classed as “Buropeans,” erowd
promptly Into the Christlan churches,
Thelr main rosh 18 for two, elther the
Protestant Bplscopal or Methodlst;
firet In preferment the Eplscopal, the
old established chureh of England, be-
canse there all oflicinls go—the viceroy,
the loeal governors and their families—
whoever represents the galing power;
and the next the Methodist churches,
whilch, as here, have the popularizing,
drawing faculty, being zenlous and en-
ergetie,

There, ns here, the Roman Catholle
churches get more people than any oth
er church,  Thelr pletures of salnts aud
angels and the Madonna and the
Havior, thelr dressed statues and thelr
processional celebrations the non-edu-
ented enn get hold of at once, ns n
story; nnd a story with polnts of resem:
Wance to thelr Inheelted falth, Chrls
tinnity's herocs and herolnes march
well Into lne with sacred blography
which they before were familiar with
Thelr old-thme heroes and heroloes
wiere very grotesque, but, for all that
sacred; saered somewhat, That whole
people 18 grotesque. Thelr art Is gro-
tesqque.  We are different. But we are
not symmetrical, In fact, we also are
grotesque.—Chieago Inter Ocenn,

DARING PICTURE HUNTERS.

Kisking a Life for the Purpose o
Getting a Bnap £hot,

The English brothers, . and C
Kearton, have made a particular studs
pf photographing Insects, birds and
smidl anfmals In thelr native hoaunts

¥ o

AN ENTHUSIASTIC PHOTOORATHER.

Often In order to secore the best re
sults, they have risked thelr lives fo!
some striking snap shot. The Mustra
tlon shows one of thelr attempts to pho
tograph a sea bird In its home by the
Waves,

Axes of Anlmals,

According to some naturalists th
length of life of antmals Is as follows:

The fox from 14 to 13 years,

The eat from 15 to 1T yenrs,

The dog from 16 to 18 years,

The bear and wolf from 18 to &
yeurs,

The rhinoceros from 20 to 22 years.

The horse from 22 to 25 years,

The hen from 25 to 28 years,

The porpolse from 20 to 30 years,

The camel and ecrow 100 years,

The tortolse 110 yoars.

The eagle 120 years.

The elephant 400 years,

The whale 1,000 years.

— _—-p' -

ELOPEMENT ENDED QUEERLY. |

A Keutncky Maiden Acqnired a Btap-
father Instead of p Husband

In the White Oak peighborhood, near
Greenup, Ky., lived a comely widow,
Mri. Martha Berry, aged about 40, and
her pretty daughter, Matilda, who has
just entered her elghteenth year, In
the same neighborhood lived Johnson
Wkitley, a prosperous farmer of 30,
and a widower. Whitley had been pny-
Ing attention to Mrs, Berry's daughter
for the last slx months, and it was gen-
erally sopposed throughout the neigh-
borhood that they would be married
snon, The mother, however, would not
glve her consent to the match, but she
did not object to the young widower's
ecalis. He pleaded with the widow for
the hand of her daughter all to no pur-
pose, and the young people declded on
an elopement.

All the arrapgements were made for
the clandestine leave-tnking, but the
watchful mother discovered what was
on foot, and on Friday night, the time
get for the elopement, she went to her
davghter’s room shortly alter dark and
bound the girl hand and foot, She also
tled a gag In her mouth and took her to
her own room and tied her to the bed.
She then returned to the daughter's
room, amnd when Whitley came to steal
awny his lady love the widow answered
the summons, and, withont speaking a
word, jolned the young man In the
yard. e asslsted her Into his boggy
and droyve with her to Grayson, the
county seat of Carvter County, where
he had arranged with Judge Morrls to
perform the cereamony.

Whitley wae struek by the sllence of
his companion, but as she leaned con-
fidingly on his arm and appeared to be
sobblng all the thme, he ecould do noth-
fng more than eavess her now and then
and cheer her up by telling her that her
mother would forgive her. He had no
fdeq that he was carrying off the moth-
er instend of the danghter, and it was
not until after the ceremony was per-
fortaed on the judge’s front poreh and
they had repaired to a hotel that the
deception was discovered by Whitley.,
He was dumfounded, but realizing that
he was the husband of his sweetheart's
mother he concluded to make the best
of what appeared to be a bad bargain.
To a nelghbor he sald that although he
thought he was dead In love with Ma-
tilda, he always did thlnk a great deal
of her bandsome mother,

Matilda was discovered bound In ner
mother's room Ly a neighbor the next
morning, and when she learned of the
trick her mother had played her she
took the matter philosophically, and
sald that while she thought she loved
Mr. Whitley she is now satisfied that
she did not. 8he promised to be a dutl-
ful daunghter to him.—Louisville Cour-
ler-Journal,

ANECDOTE:

AND

A Lancashire miners was badly In-
Jured one night, and, on belng taken
to the Infirmary, was told by the doe-
tors that he must give up the ale he
loved or lose his leg, Looking rucfully
down at the Injured member, he sald:
“If this 'ere wound can not stand a
sup 0" good yale, him and me must part
compuny. OfF wi' "fm!"

One day, when Sic Walter and Lady
Seott were ronming abount thelr estate,
they saw  some playful lambs in a
meadow, “Ah" sald Sir Walter, * 'tls
no wonder that poets from the earli-
ost nges huve made the lamb the om-
blem of peace and fnocence!” *““Thay
are indeed dellghtful anboals,” said
Lady Scott, “particulurly with mint
sauce!”

The viear of Skeghy, England, was
conducting a marringe where the bride
was a regular attendant at Sunday
school,  When she was asked: “Wilt
thou have this man o be thy wedded
hugband "' she replied: “Yes, verlly, by
God's. help, so T will, and 1 heartily
thank our Heavenly Pather, who hath
brought me into the state of salva-
tlon."

Little Loulse, from Boston, was strug-
gling alternately with her arithmetic
and her natural history lessons for the
morrow, without making much head-
way., Finally she exclaimed: “T wish I
were an Australian pabblt!™ “An Aus-
tralian rabbit!” sald her mother; “why
do you wish you were an Australian
rabbit?"  “Because they multiply so
rapidly,” was the reply.

One morning Emperor Willlam, who
has a great penchant for bullding
churches, was riding in his carriage on
Unter den Linden, when an old gentle
man espled him from a distance, and
tmmediately bared his head, which
was as bald as a billlard-ball, Sudden-
ly the old gentleman felt somebody
touching hig shoulder, and heard a
volee belind him spying: “Say, old
man, you had better cover your head,
for wherever the Emperor notlees a
bald spot he'll surely build a church.”

An English officer whose shlp was
stationed off the coast of Ceylon went
for a day's shooting, accompanied by
a native attendant. Coming to a partie-
ularly Inviting clver, the officer resolv-
ed to have o bath, and asked the native
to show bhim a place where there were
po alligators, The native took him to
n pool close to the estunry. The officer
thoroughly enjoyed his dip, and, while
drying himself, he asked his gulde why
there were never any alligators In that
pool. “Because, sar,” promptly replied
the Cingalese, “they plenty 'frafl of
shark."

Lord Blessington, the husband of the
eelebrated Countess of Blessington, had
a horror of a draught, He was able—
Count d'Orsay used to declare—to de-
tect a current of alr caused by the key
being left crossways In the keyhole of
the door. e and his wife and a youth
were one day walking on the banks of
the Thames, The boy, skipping back-
ward and forward, went several thnes
dangerously close to the edge of the
bank. “Tnke care, take eare!™ eried
Lord Blessington, exhibiting a degree
of sollelinde most unusual where an-
other person was concerned. “For
heaven's sake, mind what you are
anbout, boy, or you'll certaiuly fall luto
the river” After two or three repe-
titions of his alarm In this fashlon for
the lad, Lady Blessington, losing pa-
tlence, rald: "“Oh. let the boy alone; If

he does fall Into the water he swims
like a tish.” “Yes, yes," sald his lord
ship In Injured tones, *that's all very
well; but what about me? I shall catch
my death of cold driving home in the
ciarriage with him."”

Years ago, when Frank Parmelee
was runnlng his "bus line in Chieago.
suys the Record, he had a driver
named “Bob,” and be had his suspl
clons that he wasn't getting all the
fares he was entitled to, “Bob” bad a
habit of talking to himself, and one
night Parwelee caught him in the sta-
ble reckonlng up the day's proceeds,
He had eqptied his buckskin bag out
on # snck of oats, and wns stacking up
silver doilars in two piles. “Here's a
dollar for me, and here's a dollar for
Frauk,” Le said, “and a dollar for me
and a dodar for Frank." He kept on
this way until he had all the money
equally ¢ivided, with a dollar over.
Parmelee kept still and walted to sce
what “Hely” would do with that dollar,
“Bob" losked at it and welghed it in
his hand. “Shall T keep It?" he says to
himself; * no, I’ll let Frank have it. He
has to feed the horses” Darmelee
broke In on him then, and gathered In
the whole pot. Next e proceeded to talk
kindly but flrmly to his driver. “It's a
good thing you had some glimmerings
of consclence remaining, you infernal
old scomulrel,” he sald; “if you hadn't
turned over that odd dollar, I'd bave
fired you, gure.”

THE BEST MAN.

How He tomea to Have a Part In the
Marriage Ceremony.

Under tae title “When a Mald's Mar-
ried” Frederlick Boyd Stevenson, in the
Woman's Home Companion, traces the
orlgln of yome of our marrlnge customs
back to the days of primitive man.

“While we smile at the wife-stealing
propensity of the savage or half-savage
nitlons, we cherlsh as our denrest form
a custom that had its direct origin In
this very self-snme practice. The ‘best
man," who plays so lmportnnt a part in
well-regulated marrlages that nowa-
days have any pretense at all to the
fashionable, once on a time In Sweden
oceupled g position that was useful as
well as orisamental, In the old days the
Swedish groom found It deshrable, In
fact, to hgve several ‘best men,’ to de-
fend him from the assaults of rivals
and prevent them from carrylng away
his bride. The Beandinavian warrior
of anclen{ times was far too lofty in his
ideas to condescend to plead for a
malden's hand. 8o he patiently walted
until some other man who was more
gallant had obtalned the falr one's con-
sent. Then when all the details had
been nicely arranged, the proud war-
rior, with a body of well-trained retain-
ers, dashed down on the wedding par-
ty, and If strong enough ecarrled awny
the bride. The ‘best men' (and It was
very essentlal that they should be the
best men in those days), theréfore, be-
came necessary fixtures to the mar-
rlage ceremony, and they were so well
esteemed and their popularity became
80 permanent that when the reason for
thelr existence was removed they were
still retained. Hence, the custom I8
preserved In the ‘best wan® of to-day.”

RING SIGNIFICANCE.

According to the S8tones Bet in Them
They Tell Their Meaning,

The enchanted rings of the Greeks
and anclents were formed of the gems
asslgned to the several planets, each
gt In its appropriate metal, Thus the
sun was diamond or supphire In n ring
of gold; the moon, crystal In sllver;
Mercury, magnet in quieksiiver; Venus,
amethyst In copper; Mars, emerald in
fron; Juplter, cornelian in tin, and Sat-
urn, turquoise in lead. These rings, If
worn In the birth month of the posses-
gor, furthered the progress of his love
affalrs, and acted as a tallsman in
many ways, Even in our present days,
in various countries, a superstition still
exists that to each month is dedicated
u precious stone, and that any one by
wearing constantly the stone of his
birth month, Ingures for himself great
and unfaillug good luck. 8o to January
I8 dedleated the garnet; to February,
the amethyst; to March, the bloodstone;
to April, the sapphire; to May, the em-
erald; to June, the agate; to July, the
ruby; to August, the sardonxy; to Sep-
tember, the chrysolite; to October, the
opal; to November, the topaz, and to
December, the turquolse,

Two Narrow Duilldings,

Phlladelphia may not be able to boast
the tallest bulldings In the world, but
she surely has her share of the narrow-
est. On the corner of Chestnut and
American streets is loeated a bullding
that at first glance would seem to re
flect serlously on the sanity of the pro-
jector, but the multitude of prosperous
tenants form a monument to the finan.
clal shrewdness of the owners. From
ountglde to outslde of the walls of the
structure I8 exactly five feet wide. It
Is one hundred and fifty feet deep, and
there are four storles. Every room In
It I8 ocoupled by a shop of some kind
or by familles, who seem to be con-
tented with their lot. The walls are
over one foot thick, and this leaves less
than one yard for the Inslde space,
Therefore, It 1s a physieal Impossibility
for the tenants to occupy a full-sized
bed. If ahey desire to sleep it must be
on a col, and the sleeper extends his
body fron north to south, Among the
nomerons Industries o this contracted
bullding are a tallor shop, a restaurant,
a printing office, a sign palnting estab-
lishment and a cigar store. Another
narrow Lullding Is at Markoet and Le-
titla streats, It Is five storles high and
six feet three inches wide, In Its orig-
Inal state this bullding was six feet
wider than at present, but a ecity Im-
provement cut It down to the present
slze,

The Doopest Fresh-Warter Lake,

W, G. Steel has been engaged In
sounding Lake Chelan In Washington.
A depth of 2,500 feet was found, but
no bottoin reached., The sonnding In
progress is belng conducted systematic-
ally, starting from near Lakeside, and
the bottom reached at regular Inter-
vals. Crater Lake, Oregon, was the
last body of water Mr. Steel sounded,
and It has been considered the deepest
fresh-water lake In the United States
uatil the present time, but Chelan now
far surpssses lt.—Correspondence Se
attle Post-Intelligencer, ®

Every tallor kunows a lot of promis

Ing young meo.

MISSING PERSONS FIUND.

New Line of Work Tuken 1 p by the
Salvation Army,

The Salvation Army has been fnstru-
mental during one year In rracing no
fewer than 708 mlissiug persons. The
total 18 a large one, but Col. Stitt, who
has charge of this particular branch
of the artay's work, says that, after all,
it 1s but a tithe of the number who, to
quote his own words, “drop out of ex-
istence” In the course of twelve manths.
Ior London alone the estimate Is fixed
nt nbout 9,000. What It 18 for all the
countries in which the army operates
or what the percentage of “finds," the
Colonel was not able to say offhand.

The Investigation departinent of the
Snlyation Army ls unguestionably do-
Ing an Important work. [s Inguiries
are not coufined to the metropolis, nor
to the United Kingdom, but, with the
exception of Russin, China and one or
two other countries, !t practically em-
braces the whole worll. It is part and
parcelof the nrmyand essentinlly- lnter
national, It Is, so to speak, & new Scot-
Innd Yard on an extended scale, For
the department Is nothing 1f not ambi-
tious, It undertakes to “search lo any
part of the world for missing or run-
wway relatives and friends; to seek to
bring to justice men who have ruined
or wronged girls or women, and to In-
quire into the respectability of people,
houses or situations, and generally ad-
vise and help as far as possible those
In ditHenlty.”

With the organization of the army at
its beck and call, with officers anmd
workers ready to respond to any and
every command, It 18 In a position to
execute commisslons on the shottest
possiblenotice, Andwhile It is prepared
to do all this without fee or reward,
Colonel Stitt polnted out that “it s also
prepared to undertake, at moderate
rates, detective cases and Investiga-
tiong of certain descriptions for those
In a pesition to pay.

“There Is no end,” he explained, “to
the possibilities of a department of this
kind. We began In a very small way,
Someone lost a friend and wrote to us
asking If we could make Inquiries
through our officers. We did so, and
the result was highly satlsfactory. This
led to the establishment of the Investl-
gatlon department.”

Some of the cases were clted. There
wins nothing romantic about them.
They merely bore testimony to the gen-
era] usefulness of such an agency. They
were of all sorts and conditions. Run-
away husbands, mothers who had de-
serted  thelr little ones, friends who
have been missing for years, girls who
have foolishly left thelr homes, chil-
dren of tender years who have been de-
coyed from thelr parents,

One case was that of 2 man who had
left his wife for sixteen years, The
woman sought the help of the depart-
ment in order, I possihle, to ascertain
whether her husband was dead or alive.
The army found him Lo be alive and in
a position to support his wife. The
woman would have been satisfled with
a modest 5 shillings a week. The hus-
band declined to pay 8o much, The
army assisted the woman in bringing
the ease before a magistrate. Instead
of 5 shillings the man was ordered to
contribute 7 shillings 0 pence per week.

Instances of this kind could he multi-
plied by the score, also of girls who
have laft thelr homes to go Into service,
and after a few months, perhaps, have
been completely lost to thelr relutives
and friends. In course of time It is
contemplated Including erlminal Inves-
tigation within the purview of the de-
partment. The ldea would be to nsslst
the police and bring offenders to jus-
tice. The army and it multifarious
ramifications would make a valuable
pollice auxiliary. The penitent formn has
on various oceaslons served a  useful
purpose in this direction, the penitents
voluntarily consenting to expiate thelr
offenses,

Colonel Stitt has a keen apprecintion
of the lmportance of the work he has
in hand. All he wants 18 to extend it,
As he very truly observed, “A great
many people In searching for lost
friends spend a lot of valuable time,
as well as money, In making inquiries
that cannot lead to any practical good,
wherens If they came to us they would
have placed at their serviee an investi-
gatlon department that s Internation-
nl in its operations."—London Mall.

Brave Bull and Cruel Spaniard,

The trumpet sounds agnin, and the
espada takes his sword and his muleta,
and goes out for the last scene, This,
which ought to be, 18 not always, the
real ellmax. The bull Is often by this
time tired, has had enough of the sport,
leaps at the barrier, trying to got out,
He is tived of running after red rags,
and he brushes them aside contemptu-
ously; he can scarcely be got to show
anlmation enough to be decently killed.
But org bull I saw yesterdny was
splendidly savage, and fought almost
to the last, running nbout the arena
with the sword between his shoulders,
and that great red line broadening
down ench slde of his neck on the
black; like a deep layer of rved palnt,
one tricks one's self into thinking.

He carrled two swords In his neck,
and still fought; when at last he, too,
got weary, and he went and knelt
down before the door by which he had
entered, and would fight no wore. But
they went up to him from outslde the
bharrler apd drew the swords out of
him; and he got to his feet agnin, and
stoodd to be killed.—London Saturday
Review.

Twenty-slx in One Famlly,

It is doubtful whether another coun-
ty in the State can equal Worcester In
the size of a family. Near Bridgeville
liyes a colored family conslsting of
Aaron Quall, his wife, and twenty-four
children.  Twenty-lircee yeurs ago
Quail married Martha Aon Rogers, and
twenty-four chlldren were born. One
child dled. There were three sets of
twing. Two years ago his wife dled,
and one yéar later Quall marrled again.
One child Is the result of that unlon.
When the meals are served two tables
are used, fourteen sitting at one and
twelve at the other, to avold the un-
lucky thirteen—Baltimore American,

Soot In London,
One thousand tons of soot settle
monthly within the 118 square miles of
London.

The man who snores in a sleeping car
Is apt to wake and find Limself fa-
wous.

There 1 a great deal of cold comfort
Io a bandkerchief ol




