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A cfrcular saw trust Is the latesr.
That’s an ugly article to monkey with,

Many seem to think that If the natlon
by Itself digs out the Nicaragua Canal
it will be a big scoop,

Out In a Western city there Is a
preacher named Bowerfind, He ought
to be a good partner In a stif game of
euchre,

The broom corner 1s expected to elean
out the small manufacturers, and per-
haps the assertion that it will do so is
not too sweepling,

Getting acquitted of lese majeste on
the ground of Intoxlcation s not likely
to prove a striking temperance argu-
went in the land of the Kalser,

Every robber who holds a man up 1s
deseribed afterward as belng a “very
tall man” And the man held up usu-
ally finds himself very short,

have stolen 5,000 books. Probably they
are of & theologleal character, and It
was just his way of getting religlon.

A Western Judge has declded that
poker Is not & game of chance, Prob-
ably that judge never glves a man a
chance when engaged In a llttle game,

A femnle burglar was found under a
bed in New York. In the coming equal-
ity of the sexes must wman acquire the
female habit of looklug under the bed 7

It appears that the trl-colored ribbon
with which the seals are attached to
the great treaty of peace signed nt Par-
is was torn off m bonbon box, Iow
Bweet]

Keely's motor has been an egreglous
fullure as & motor, but procecdings at
the lafest meeting of the Keely com-
pany prove that It 1s stlll unrivaled as
& spellboder,

It doesn't say Germany 18 not ln-
teusely lnterested In prohibiting Amerl-
enn sausage that no newspaper there
lins so far referred to It as an Instance
of the government's loks-eyed wateh-
fulness,

Miss Helen Gould's vole In life s that
of u benefleent falry princess. Probably
It has Its compensations, but one slind-
ders to think of the anxlous Inquirers
with thelr multitudinous eyes fixed
upon the wand,

sense of proportion, and also, as the
bishop says, to dull that “mental alert-
ness” the attainment of which Is one oft
the highest acqulrements of a troe edu-
cation, No one Is more helpless than
an average expert or specialist when
cireumstances Interfere with his fol-
lowlng his chosen pursult, Hls traln-
ing has glven him a special, not a gen-
eral, aptitude, which, while at times of
the highest value, Is nlso at other times
of practically no value, There ls too
much reliance upon specialism and not
enough upon individualism as a factor
In suceess in the great school of fe—
a fact which not a few clear-headed
thinkers of the day are beglunlng to
appreclate,

A Brazillan merchant has recently
ealled upon an Ameriean jobbing house
for a pecullar article of export. e
wanted to buy a supply of diplomnas or
degrees from Amerlean  schools  of
medieine, law, dentlstry and civil en-
glneering. It appears that the practice
of these professions In Brazil requires
a diploma or a degree, and as the for-
elgn artiele I8 very acceptable, some
Brazillans prefer to buy the “sheep-
gkin” rather than spend the thme and
study In acquiring the Kpowledge
which It represents. Doctor Johnson,
in commenting once upon an Instito-
tlon that was selling 1ts honors, re-
marked that It was “getting rich by
degrees,” This 18 the opportunity that
the Brazillan Importer offers, but it Is
probable that the authorities there will
be alert enough promptly (o suppress
such a fraud,

Nothing can stop this country but our
own folly. Within ten months the
Balilwin Locomotive Works has re-
celved two orders from China, the see-
ond belng for slxteen engines, When
we think how vast are the possibilitics
of raflroad bullding In China and how
difflenlt It has been to make a start
there these evidences of present actly-
Ity are most gratifying, The first road
congtructed In the empire ran from
Shanghal to Woosung, a distance of
only twelve miles. 1t was bullt without
the sanction of the government, and
was purchased by the authoritles and
tnken up after it had been in operation
about a year. This was as late as
187077, or only about twenty years
ago, The experiment was not encour-
aging to the glorlous fellowship of pro-
moters, But out of n small rallway,
whose first sectlon was o short coul car-
rier, a line of conslderable length hng
been developed, which now runs from
TienTuln, o short distance south of
P'eking, down to and along the const of
the Gulf of Pechilll, It was In 1880 that
the Emperor ordered the construction
of & line from the eapltal to Hankow,
on the Yang-Tze River, and confided
the task In part to Il Hung Clinng,
Since then the country hns been alive

In all his bitter complaints agalnst
this country Senor Rlos has not uttered
8 word which could be construed as a
reproach to Mlss Jessle SBehiley for the
fullure to earry out her slde of the
pence agrecment, This 1s genulne gal-
lantry,

' Not satlsfied wlh trylng to knook
Banta Cluus off his pedestal, some vory
lonrnwd pursons wnnt to banigh Mother
Goase's storles, clalming they are fulse-
hoods, After having accomplished this
Lighly commenduble fob 1t would not
be o bad Idea If they tackle the mall-
clous rumor that the moon I8 made of
green cheese,

“New occaslons tedch new dutles,”
and It may well be that the new dutles
of peace will proyve harder to learn d
more dileult to fultl than those of
war, In the of war It 18 comparatiye-
Iy easy to rally all men to the support
of the fatherland, and the one thing
to do s to win the vietory. But In
peace counsels are divided, and there is
A culdl, not for the herole vivtues of the
warrlor, but for the tact and wisdom,
nud above all, the Justice and truth, of
the statesman,  Our country has not
been lacking In elther, and It will not
do for It to be lacking In elther now,

Mr, Stead reports In the London
Dally Chronlele that wherever he gois
in Europe he finds the governing
clusses understanding, and to some ex
tent using, the Eoglish language. At
the court of St 'etersburg It 18 the
houschold tongue; the Czar, the Cznr-
Inn and thelr children habltually use
It In conversatlon with ench other.
There In an old saying that the tongues
of earth are many, but of heaven ouly
one, Then the growth of one langunge
townrd universal use—and the English
lungunge 18 making —may well be
reckoned a4 growth toward the divine
1deal,

If the French navy has really se
cured o practicable submarine torpedo-
Boat the craft will give France o dis
tinet ndyvantage over other naval YW=
ers.  But It will requlre more than
harbor expoeriments to demonstrate the
villue of the destroyer. Inventors have
been worklng on submarine boais for
Hfty years, and while some of them
notably  Hollund have apparently
solved the problem theoretleally, the
fact remulng that no navy yet possesges
a vossel of the submarine type whilch
has proved Its adaptablility to the con-
ditions of actunl warfure, It I8 one
thing to make telal telps 0 landlocked
harbors, under favorabilo conditions, 1t
I8 guite auother to face the pertls of
the open sea and a vigllaot foe, If the
French bhave a boat capable of facing
those couditlous they have ihe whip
hand even of Great Britaln, 1t will,
bowever, take actunl war to demon-
Blrate the fact,

The Pall Mall Guzette remarks: *It
takes n bold man to get up nud suy that
It I8 posslble to have too much technl
enl eduention, but De, Crelghton goes
nlgh saying IL"  The remarks to which
the Garetle refers were made by the
blslop of London In his recent address
to the colloge of that elty, 1o which he
remarked upon his bewllderment at
fludlug how many subjects of knowl-
edge there nre In the world, Speclal:
s In knowledge hins come to take the
place of an all-round education of for
mer days, when, as the bishop says, he
studled “ibiogs In general” That there
are certaln benelita In this speclallza-
tion of knowledge Dr, Crolghton read-
fly admits, but he reminded his hearers

with would-be concesslonalres, but
thelr major work has been In the way
of wire-pulling rather than In that of
rall-laying, and LI Hung Chang's Im-
perlal road has heen one of the best ex-
amples Imaglnable of compllance with
the maxhn “Make haste slowly.” DBut
It Is the beglunings that are most try-
Ing In combating orlentnl methods and
orlentnl  prejodiee, and those sixteen
Baldwin locomotives muy be regarded
a8 effective ploneers of elvillzgation, It
will not be long before endlways are
consldersd to be indlspensable in Oll-
nn, ak they are elsewhere, nnd the great
eniplre should become the parndise of
bullders and of manufacturers of rall
and rolllng stock, The United States
must get the clilef benellts from tils
progresslon, ns we can now suceessful-
ly compete ngalnst the world, In every
avenue of humnn activity Unele Sam
leads the processlon. “Nothing can stoy
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vertising was like planting frult trees?
You couldu’t expect a whole wagon-
lond of apples the first year.  Nelther
woulil you tear the tree ap by the roots,
it the end of the season, If that wagon:
load of frult were not fortheoming, Yet
you run a blg Christmas ad, and ex-
peet a carlond of sales, and just be.
cange you didn't do as much as your
nelghbor over o the other orchinrd, who
hus Been tending his tree for years, yon
yank your advertisement out of the
paper, and say, “Advertislng doesn't
pay.,"  We wouldn't expect you to got
married to advertising the first thme
you made M8 acqualntance, any more
than we would expect yon to marry the
first glel who winked at yon on the
street, —Newspaperdon,

A Useful Dog.

Intellligent dogs are muny, bnt not
avery doy, even though Intelligent, can
bo taught to gather flowers for Its mas
ter as a certaln Gordon sotter, named
Norah, 18 sald to do. Her master, Mon-
slenr  Barbat, wrltes of ber 1o the
Chassenr Pratigue,

In June, 1895, In A walk beslde the
ponds of Alton, Savoy, a frlend and
I tried to rench some water-llles with
our ¢nnes, but without suceess, Seelng
still finer Blossoms out In the winter, 1
called Nomh, and threw stones toward
them In order to Induce her to go for
them,

She seemed to umderstand at onee,
plunged ln, and coming and Rgolng
brought flowers enough to Al the bhas
ket,  The guards present could hardly
bellove thelr eyes. The dog lowered
her bead beneath the water so as to cut
the stemns at a certaln distance from
the flowers,

This same dog was useful to her mas-
ter in another way., One winter mory-
Ing she entered his study with a stick
of wood held botween her Jaws.  She
deposited the wood In the fiveplace,
went down the steps and bronght an.
other, and continued her occupation un-
til the supply of wood seemed to her
sufficlent, when she returned to her
place by the fire to enfoy the results of
her labor.  Bhe certalnly seems o be
a dog of & practical thrn of mind,

that the tralolng in these speclal sub-
Jocts was, after all, ouly a part of and
subordinate to the tealning of Nfe, Too |
smueh specialization s apt to obscnre ul
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A boy learns Just o much In skallug,
and then stops. Boys do nothing on
the loe now “hat boys did not do thirty
years ago. ey .

Inventive Genins Hus )
Improvements in th

1t Is a far cry from
fifty years ago, siiting
benech pegging away at tlf
for his nelglibor, which
on the morrow, to the mode
and machines for shoe ma
Notwithstanding the fact thats
has made tremendous advanee
Invention has done mighty things \
most every branch of Industrial 1N
gomelow or other, most people  still
keep In thelr minds the vision of the
shoemaker of old, bending over his
task and patiently boring and stitching,
now and then stopplng to wax over
his thread. But far different is it now.
Maehlnes, with the most astonlshing ae-
vom plishments, pound and hawmer and
stitch In place of the human hands
whileh lent themselves to this work In
the former tlme. And yet It scems to
one walching the processes, as If hu-
man hands werp somewhere concealed
In these cases of Iron, so deft and won-
dertnl are the parts. Faney a machine
which can cut and sew 3,000 button
holes u day and then revolve In your
mind the long and weary toillng of the
tived fingers which mlght have the
siime amount of work to do. In some
cuses a pair of shoes goes through 139
distinet processes In the course of its
manufacture, A palr of shoes has
been turned out In twenty-elght min-
utes, but that Is exceptional, and the
mannfacturers ke better to take time
for the goods to rest a bit after some
of the processes. A trlp by a Free
I'ress was made through one of De-
troit's big factories the other day, and
some Interesting things were npoted.
The factory has a eapaclty of 4,000
palrs a day, although this it has
never been reached, and 38,0000 g day,
or slx palrs a minute, 1s keeplng the
hanids pretty busy.

The hides and skins come In with
raggoed odges, some with holes here and
there, others with unbroken surfaces,
It I8 necessary In some way to get at
the quantity of leather In these pleces,
n puzzling Job. But bralns have solved
the problem, and there stands a ma-
chine for dolng the entlre work. The
skin Is put into the machine as Into a
planer and the number of square feot
and Inches In 18 surface I8 Indleated
on a dial. The amount of lnbor saved
on aceount of the Irregular edges of the
leather can be imagined,

Maoking the Patterns,

It seems na If the theoretieal slde of
the manufacture of a palr of sghoes
should begin with the mnking of the
patterns, at which one to five men are
kept constuntly working. These are
cut out of stif pasteboard, and are
smoothly edged with tin. Ench part
of the shoe must have s pattern,
Some of these seem to have very lttle
resemblance fo anything an ordinary
observer mlght see In a palr of shoes,
For Instance, the pattern for the upper
looks like a Inrge horse-shoe magnoet In
shape.  With these patterns In hand,
the renl manufacturer of the shoe ls

TED STATES IN THE FAR EAST.
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PAGO-FAGO HARBOR, SAMOA, WHERE THE GOVERNMENT WILL
BUILD A COALING STATION.

the sole between the heel and the ball
of the foot,

Wonderful Machines,

In the next department most of the
lighter sewing Is done, as well as the
pasting together of the linings and the
uppers. Beores of girls are busy at the
sewing machines, fastening the differ-
ent parts of the upper together. Here,
too, are the button-hole machines
which do thelr work with lghtning
rapidity. Another sort of machine,
with & din and hubbub, euts the holes
for the eyelets and the hooks of laced
shoes, and gtamps them [n securely
with marvelous qulckness, and the
sound of a Gatling gun. Still another
s0rt sews on the buttons, fastening the
buttons on as many as 1,000 palrs a
day. Beslde these I8 the newest in-
ventlon, a machine for riveting the
buttons on. Seventy-five palrs an hour
can be finished on this machine,

Thus, far, the uppers and the heels
and soles have heen making thelr way
separately through the processes, but
they are soon to come together. And
now the “last" Is to come into play.
This 1s put Inslde the upper, with the
in-sole; the edges of the upper are turn-
ed over the edges and tacked down on
the sole, Then the out-sole I8 tacked
on by machinery with a few nalls, the
nolse resembling the report of mus-
ketry In the distance. Each of the nalls
In this machine as well as In all the
others I8 made from wire as It 18 need-
ed, the nalls belng made and driven at
the same Instant. But there are still
more wonderful machines to be seen.
Here, for Instancs, 18 one which sews
the In-sole onto the upper. This is the
welt machine and does 400 palrs a day,
whereas a man's work was formerly
twelve palrs, Not less wonderful Is the
stitehing machine which punctures the
heavy out-soles and sews them at the
sune tlme to the upper and In-sole,
tylng & knot in the most human fash-
lon at every stitch, The awl which
makes the punctures, and the nesdle
which does the sewing are eurved, and
together form almost a seml-cirele, the
hole belng made with one stroke and
the thread Inserted with the next. The

hevel Is still to be fastened to the sole,
nnd this s done by a ponderous look-
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BUSY SCENES IN A MODERN SHOE MANUFACTORY.

about to begin, From skins of the
proper kind and patterns of the proper
shape the cutters start the work. Lay-
Ing the patterns down on the gklns they
quickly cut the skins the shape of the
outlines of the patterns, thelr konlves
belng razoredged.  The eutters, ns well
a8 all the other workers throughout the
factory, are guided In thelr labors by a
systom of cards issued from the office,
When an order comes Into the house
one of these cands Is made out for each
kind of shoe wanted, showing the num.
ber, Kind, the zlge, the Inst, the finish,
and so on, giving every detall about the
ghoe which is to be turned out, This
eard follows that lot of shoes wherever
It goes In s wanderings through the
factory. Mo that the catter knows Just
what patterns they are to use. When
all the necessary parts of the upper
portlon of the shoe have been eut, In-
cluding the HUnings and the faney tips
and tidbirs, the lot Is sent on to the bot-
toming department.  Mere are cut the
heels, In-soles and out-soles and varlous
other  strange operations are  gone
through with, The heels and soles are
cut by hawmd with dles. Before each
worker Is an nmense section of a tree
trunk, on the top of which the hide Is
lakl, The sharp edged dle s placed on
the hide and the worker with a fell
swoop of his hammer throws out what
I8 to be ere long the gole or the hoel of
a shoo, The process ls exactly like that
which mother used In making cookles,
with the addition of the extra strongth
neecessary.  In an ordinary heel there
nre slx pleces Instead of the one which
Is apparent to the person who examines
n finished pair of shoes. These pleces
are put together in a machine, nall
holes are bored and enough nalls are
put in to hold the heel together, all with
n slngle motion of the muchine. An-
other machines cat the rough plece
which has been hewn out of the sole
Into the exact shape and size needed
for the shoe desired. This Is done by
a pattern of the sole In question gov-
erning the cutter of the machine. An.
other machine cuts what I8 known as
a “channel” o the top of the In-sole
and around the edge and It Is this ehan-
nel to which the upper Is to be sewed,
iher machines cut out the pleces of

in at one time,
Other Processes,

There are still dozens of processes to
be gone through—the trimming down of
the heels, which Is done by a machine
driving a carved cutter, trlmming the
edges of the sole, sand-papering the
lieels and soles, burnishing and coloring
the edges, and so on. No detalled de-
scription of the processes could be at-
tempted.  Suffice It to say that the
workings of lron and steel In i shoe
factory would astonish the wisest man
who has not seen them every day, Im-
provements are constantly belug made
and machines which last week were
consldered marvels are pext week
thrown out for old Iron, as useless in
comparlson with the new Inventlon. A
Detrolt man has just Invented a jolnt-
od last which Is sald to excel anything
else for the ease with which It can be
inserted and taken out of a shoe. When
once Inslde the shoe, it can be stralght-
ened out and thus made much larger
than before. Throughout the many
processes, men's and women's shoes
are kept separnte and diferent work-
ers make theiw, so that in one respect
shoemakers are not nnlike the Quakers.
Of course there 13 an Inspector who
looks over the finlshed product thor-
oughly and throws out any that may
be lmperfect. Then there 1s a complete
box factory where paste-board shoe-
hoxes are turned out in large quanti-
thes.

Great Japancse Bridge.
Japanese ambitlon contemplutes the
erectlon across the stralts of Shimon-
oseklofa bridge to conneet the Kingsul
rallway with that of the Samyo rall-
way, from Shimonosek! to Hlogo, thus
enabling passengers to proceed unin-
terrupted from the southern extremity
of Kinsul to the extreme north of the
mainland,  As the stralls are g mlle
wide, with & current often runuing
elght miles an hour, aud, as the bridge
must allow the passage of the largest
steamships beneath 1, the colossal
strocture will, I successfully com-
pleted, enable the Japanese to boast of
an engineering feat so far unequaled ln

the world —P'hitadalghls Leader,

SENOR MATIAS ROMERO.

A Gifted Mexican and Diplomat Who
Recently Pansed Away.

Don Matias Romero, who dled In
Washington not long since, was one of
the best known forelgn diplomats In
this country, not only on nceount of his
long occupancy of the Mexican lega-
tlon, but also through his numerous
coutributions to American perlodical
literature, which rendered his name fa-
miliar to the reading publle, He was
very popular In Washington, and earn-
ed the regard of many prominent
Americ¢ans, notably of Grant and Lin-
coln. He was a man of large heart and
generous Impulses, as was demon-
strated at the time of the fallure in
1884 of the banking firm of Grant &
Ward, of which Gen. Grant was a part-
ner, when Senor Romero went on from
Washington and offered hils entlre for-

MATIAS HOMERO,

tune to the general in onder to enable
him to tide over his personal pecuninry
difficulties—an offer that was grateful-
ly declined, and was sald to have
moved the general to tears.

Benor Romero was 62 years old, He
was born In the City of Oaxnea, Mex!-
co, and was glven such education as
the competent colleges of the Clty of
Mexico had to offer the youth of the
natlon at that time, Tle was graduated
as a lawyer and began his political and
diplomatie career In 1855, when he was
entered o the forelgn office.

In 1850 he came first to Washlngton
as gecretary of legation, and for a thme
was charge d'affalres. e returned to
Mexieo In 1803 to fight for his country
ngalnst the Freneh Invaders, After the
President had given him a colonel's
commlission he wag selected by Gen,
Porflrio Dinz as hils chief of staff, Pres-
Ident Juarez, after the war, made him
minlster to the Unlted States, and he
remaioed io that capacity for five
years,

From 1868 to 1872 Senor Romero was
secretary of the Mxlean treasury. His
health falling in the latter year he gave
up his publle life to retire into the
country and devote himself to agri-
culture, He returned to the eapital In
1877 and served ngaln as secretary of
the treasury and later ns postmaster
general, In 1882 he returned to the
friendships be had made In Amerlea,
envoy extraordinary from his govern-
ment, This post he held without =n
break, and even without absence, save
for a short time, until his death,

Benor Romero was a prolifle writer
and published upward of fifty volumes,
A short time before his death Senor
Romero was promoted to be amhassa-
dor nud would soon have presented his
eredentlals as such.

A soft answer turneth away divoree,

A woman's logic Is far above a mun's
morals,

With most women bellef I8 better
than proof.

The longest way home Is the shortest
way to trouble,

A husband doesn't know a good thing
when he haso't got it

Husbands are necessary only once a
month—when the bills come In,

It makes a woman shudder to think
how happy she could have made you.

The devll shows you the worst slde
first. The rest makes It seem better,

1f women's good intentions were jow-
els they wouldn't wear anything else,

Love Is divided Into quarters—one-
quarter vanity, three-quarters jealousy,

Eve wanted to put on clothes merely
to be able to bave a hat to go with
them.

When a woman Is convieted she ae-
quits herself by saying she has been
misjudged.

Goodness wouldn't seem half so un-
Interesting to women if it didu't wear
such plaln clothes,

When a woman likes a man her Idea
of having hlm happy Is not having hitm
belong to some other woman.,

Every marrled woman would llke to
see you happy with some other woman,
and they'd serateh out her eyes if you
were,

Any woman who thinks about It will
admit that Adam deserved to fall be-
cause be did not lucrease Eve's allow-
ance for pln money.

Poets often affect carelessness in thelr
garments for the same reason that

tamps travel In frelght cars. _
. Sy r

CHINESE BEGGAR CHIEFS.

One of the Peculiar Features of So-
cial Life in China,

One of the most peculiar and inter-
esting figures in Chinese social life is
the beggar chief; and no less pecullar
and ioteresting, both as to methods
and personal appearance, are the mem-
bers of the motley organization of men-
dicants over which he relgns abso-
lutely,

He Is required to pay a sum equiva-
lent to about $100 to every newly-ap-
pointed tung hwan prefect, a8 8 hum-
ble testimonial of his alleglance to the
high authorlty from whom hig badge of
office emanates, and when this require-
ment has been duly fulfilled he Is al-
lowed to exercise the prerogatives of
his position without fear of Interfer-
ence on the part of the government offi-
cials 1o the district nssigoed to him.
His authority over the beggars Is ab-
solutely unlimited, and they obey his
orders without hesitation or sign of
protest,

The office 18 heredlitary, so long as
the tribinte 1s pald; but the Immediate
progeny of the Incumbent are debarred
from the enjoyment of any literary
degree, Why this condltion s exact-
ed I8 not quite clear, but It Is certain
that no descendant of a beggar chlef
has ever held a lterary degree. How-
ever, the other privileges enjoyed by
Iim are so atiractive and the income
is so substantial that he probably does
not worry much over this one priva-
tion,

How does he secure his Income?
from the merchants and tradespeople
who know that unless they proeure
from the beggar chlef on or before
New Year's day a “holo twa," or “pass-
port of sufety,” thelr shops or “hongs"
will be infested almost constantly by a
horde of bolsterous, Impudent, impor-
tunate vagabonds, who will drive away
customers and damage the stocks of
goods without hindrance from the rag-
ular authorities of the district.

Onee a month, on a day sulted to the
convenience of the chlef, he assembles
all the beggars of hie district at the
“Khichia Jan,” or rendezvous, and dis-
tributes alms among them, each re-
celving a sum commensurate with his
personal merits and obedlence to or-
ders.—Philadelphia Press.

Why Hoe Was Happy.

Whistling in a publie conveyance 18
an offense agalnst good manners, but
the Chleago Journal reports an instance
which really seems to have béen excus-
able, ns8 it was excused,

The rest of the passengers were read-
ing the morning news, but one man
guzed with unseeing eyes out of the
window and whistled softly, the tune
being broken now and then by a smile
thut erossed his bearded lips,

The young girl dwrectly opposite
thought him bhandsome, and ascribed
his preoccupled air to romantie rea-
sons. And the older woman who sat
with her glanced sharply aeross from
time to tlme, to see what the young
man meant by rudely whistling in a
public conveyance, But the lovks of
youth and age were alike lost on him,
and after a while he turned his face
toward the light, and sang with such
hearty untunefulness that his. specta-
cled nelghbor felt bound to remon-
slrute,

“Young man," she sald, “have you
hired this ear for your own usge?"

He started at her blankly o minute,
and then flushied to the roots of his
hadr,

“Was—was I singing?" he asked.

“You were making u horrible nolse,"
she replled,

Then he lnughed a wholesome, hon-
est guffaw, and leaned forward confi-
dentlally.

“I'he joke's on me," he sald, “To tell
the truth, my baby has just cut a tooth,
and—and I was thinking how cunning
the little chap looked when he grinned."

The war light faded in the woman's
eyes, and a smile touched the corners
of her mouth as she beamed on the
young father and sald with deep Inter-
est:

“Upper or under?"

The Water Clook.

The water clock, otherwlse the elep-
sydra, seems, unless the Egyptologists
find something fresh In that land of
Incessant discoveries from the most far
mists of time, to have been the first
sclentific eMort at noting the hours, A
good many people talk glibly about 1he
clepsydra who nelther know [ts preclse
construction nor the nation who have
the credit of constructing it. That be-
longs to the Assyrian, and as far back
as at least over 2,600 years pgo the
clepsydra was used In Nineveh under
the sway of the second Bardanapalus.
It was a4 brass vessel of eylindrical
shape, holding several gallons of water,
which could only emerge through one
tiny hole In the side. Thus the trickling
of the fluld marked a eertaln amount
of time, and the water was emptied
about half a dozen times per diem, In
Nineveh there was one at the palace
These were all filled by signal from a
watchman on a' tower at the moment of
sunrise, and each had an attendant,
whose business It was to reflll the clep-
sydra as soon as It was emptled, the
fact belng announced by erlers, mueh
83 In the last ceatury the watchmen
drowslly shouted the hours at night
throughout the streets of London, Bome
five centurles later an anonymous
genlus made & great Improvement by
luserting toothed wheels, which, re
volving, turned two hands on a dlal In
clock fashlon, thus showing the prog-
ress of the time, which from one Alling
to emptylng averaged two hours aud a
half. In this shape the clepsydra,
which was then chlefly procurable in
Egypt, became introduced to varlons
other natlons, Including Rome, where
it flourished with varlous splendid em-
bellishments untll the end of the em-
pire.—London Standard,

Birds that Have No Wings,

When one Is a child_and sees a bird
the usual thing told him Is: “Get a lit-
tle salt and put 1t on the tall of the bird
and you can eatch him.” Of course, the
child and the others look at each other
and think It a huge joke. Although this
may be the case In most parts of the
earth, It Is not a Joke at Laysan Island.

Laysan Island, situated, as it je—
logitude 171 degrees west, latitude 25
degrees and 47 minutes north—Is a low,
long lsland, two miles by two and a
half in width, with the highest altitude
29 feet above the sea. On first approach
one sees large flocks of birds, which
make a black streak In the alr, above
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The bharbor s on the southwest side.
The island itself {8 only a large bank
of sand, with a lagoon In the center,
This is some three miles In circumfer-
ence. There are ten bulldings upon it,
including a lighthouse. There is also
a rallroad a mile and a quarter long,
which Is used for carrying guano to the
warehouse,

Among the many things of Interest
which may be mentloned are, first, the
birds, of which there are millions.
Among the sea birds found there are
thegoonle (white and black), the booby,
the man-of-war hawk, the trople bird,
the petrel, five or six specles of the

"mtton bird, the coylio and other yarle-

tich,

Among the strange things that may
be told of on this little spot are the
land birds, found In no place on earth
except on Laysan Island. They are the
wingless or walking birds, such as the
Laysan eanary, miller bird, love bird,
and the Laysan duck,—Paclile Com.
merclal Advertiser,

In Queen Elizabeth's relgn the ox-
penses of the Britlsh navy were about
$30,000 a year, a contrast to the present
huge sum of §125,000,000 spent annual-
Iy on the fleet,

German university students have in-
ereased In number from about 10,000
twenty-five years ago to 32,241 last
year, The Increase is out of proportion
to the population.

A model farm on the Amerlean plan
and run with Ameriean machinery,
stock and methods 1s about to be es-
tablished by a Chinese mandarin who
llves near Shanghal,

The most costly plece of rallway line
In the world Is that between the Mon-
sfon House and Aldgate statlons, In
London, which required the expendl-
ture of close upon $10,000,000 a mile,

After a litigation lastinug fourteen
years the will disposing of a Ban Fran-
clsco estate once worth 75,000 has
Just been sustained and litlgation sus-
pended, because the estate has been ex-
hausted In paying legal fees,

An Oblo woman has patented a
match box for pocket use, which Is
opened at the bottom to load, the
matches being pushed out one at a
time by a button on the side of the
safe, the head coming last and passing
over a roughened surface to Ignlte it,

Mr. Godin, French minlster of publie
works, In a elreular addressed to rall-
way boards, urges the construction of
a larger number of corridor earringes,
especinlly third-class, so that by 1900
all fast tralns golng long dlistances may
be exclusively composed of such car-
riages,

The vlolin used by Mme, Camilla Ur-
80, who ls glving concerts throughont
the country, was made In Italy In 1727
by Joseph Guarnerius Del Jesu, Mme.
Urso purchased the Instrument in Lon-
don several years ago and has en sev-
eral occaslons been offered £6,000 for
It. She would not part with It for any
price,

Accopding to a note In the Courrler
de Parls, the Athenlans and Greeks
collectively Intend to exclude all bach-
elors from thelr parlinment, The idea
seems to be that the bachelor has no
stake in the commonwealth; if he I8
represented, that s as much as he can
ask; a representative he ought never
to be, for whom does he represent ex-
cept himself?

One of the most novel and radiecal de-
partures from ordinary methods of In-
troducing new lmprovements In rall-
way management Is the formal an-
nouncement by an electrie headllight
company that it is ready to “gnarantee
rallroad companies from any loss from
head-on collisions occurring at night
¢ ¢ ¢ where the loeomotives are
equipped with our headlights.”

The Ingenulty ™ the counterfelters
now appears to be chlefly devoted to
the turning out of bogus copper and
nickel colns, rather than those of larger
denomination, According to the report
of the Unlted States treasurer for the
lnst fgeal year, no less than 00,265
pleces of this character were detected
last year, and they circnlated chiefly In
Boston, New York and Philadelphia,

Faneull Hall 1s belng made fireproof,
but the process seems to the reverent
people of Boston more like destruction,
Havoe has apparently been worked In
the Interlor, Btalrways have been torn
down, floors ripped up and balconles
demolished, It seems, ruthlessly, But
it has all been done with care and rev-
erence, Each piece of timber and each
strip and board that s to be used In
the reconstruction has been tagged and
stored In fireproof vaults, The founda-
tions have been strengthened and put
In condltion to withstand the ravages
of time for ages, It Is hoped,

An old Pennsylvania law has been
singularly revived In Plttsburg. Fir-
teen years ago Frank Leslle Gould had
A leg cut of by a car of the South
Bide Passenger Rallway Company, He
was then ondy § years old, but attaln-
ed hls majority recently, and now
brings suit under an act of assembly
approved March 17, 1718, which per-
mits 8 minor to bring an actlon for
damages within six years after he he-
comes 21 years old, In his own right,
and without reference to the tlme
when the canse for action may have oo.
curred. As late as 1881 the SBupreme
Court of Pennsylvanla decided a case
in which the act was declared to be
good law, Young Gould clalms $25 00¢
damages for the loss of his leg.

Nerves Live After Death,

With an apparatus called the myo-
phone Mr. D'Arsonval has proved that
the nerves may, contrary to the old be-
lef, live many hours after the death of
the body. This cannot long be made
perceptible through the excltability of
the muscles, but the sound In the In-
struinent shows that a nerve may act
on a muscle, In a state of electrie ex-
cltability, without producing more than
simple molecular vibration,

Old Mathematical Work.,

The Rhind manuscript, deciphered
some Lhirty years ago, a hieratle papy-
rus now In the British Museum, writ-
ten by an Egyptlan priest, Ahmes,
about 1700 B. C,, s the oldest Intelligl-
ble mathematical work extant. Anoth-
er and older roll on a mathematical sub-
Ject exists, but bas not yet been de-
ciphered. " * {0
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