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The “New South” now means Porto
Rico.

Spain found that war Is hell, and she
18 more than half inclined to think that
peace Is purgatory.

Spain was wise In removing the hones
of Columbus while that country had
land eénough left to bury them In.

The Spaniards say they do not want
the prayers of the Amerleans. They
certaloly need the prayers of some one,

At the rate soldlers are beginning to
write for the monthlles, arming the
troops with magazine guns will be
quite In keeping.

Ierhaps the game of war didn't turn
out mueh for the Dons other ways, hut
that $20,000,000 shows they made a blg
seore In one respoct.

At a recent launching of a rleh man's
yacht §500,000,000 was prosent on the
chrlstenlong platform, In fact, the ves-
sl 1tself was built on stocks,

Salt s 20 cents a pound In Dawson
Olty, which explaing why the tales that
come from there have to be taken with
nmore than the traditlonal graln,

It has been discovered that Sir Jullan
Pauncefote 18 a composer of musle,
He would confer a favor on the world If
e would fix up a new tune for the
European concert,

Forty-five milllion dollars 1s safd to be
this country’s toy bill. This Is a great
suny, and the Joy bl B represents ean
only be understood by the little figures
that proclatm it o the househiold.

If the great meg of this world knew
whit funoy things their blographers
would feteh ount they would be Justified
in dolng ns Shakespenre did—retire be-
Ll the seenes without telling the eall
bay what to do next.

Loulsyille Courler-Journal: Spain Is
Indignant because one of our preachers
prayed for her the other day, Spaln
docs not understand the first prineiples
of rellglous freedom.  In this blessed
couniry we pray for whom we dadgum-
med plense, whether the benetlelary 18
worth it or not,

It Is now announced that eapitnlists
propose to turn Havana fnto a bealth
resort.  This will be done casily by
bullding o large hotel al the place, All
thiet |8 needed (o make a health resort
Is n large hotel, an  orchestra and
mosqulfoes,  Havana alrendy has the
orchesiea and the mosquitoes,

Now that a Belgian chemist has dlg-
eoverdd how to produce artiflelal ment
extraets superior to the naturnl artlele
nnd at less cost, the cowboy may huve
to resume his vocation of a “Rough
Rider" In the service of Unpcle Sam,
while the packer manopolist will have
to look elsewhore than to the slnughtor
pen Tor bis profits,

Jupan's new government 18 pledged
to un aetlve and vigorous forelgn pol-
fey, which s a polite way of serving no-
tiee on Russla that Japan will not re-
wadn an Kdle spectator of affales on the
continent,  She will be Ohloa's friend
If Ching will permit, but in any event
Blie will not forglve Russin the treach-
ery that followed the treaty of Shim-
enosckl, Ihis s o accord with the tra-
ditions of the clans that brought about
the revolution of 1848 to ahollsh fendal
f5m andd have ginee been the bralng and

Lrawn of new Japan.

An attnek Is belng made by n num-
ber of learned Iadies on the old-fashlon.
el nursery storles,  Mother Goose Is to
be bunished, Santa Clous barred  out
and all the dear old legends of our
chilithond stamped as silly falsehoods,
OF course this attack will be unsue-
conaful, To paraphruse a  certaln
wrller who was hlmgelf a good deal of
an lconoclast, If there had been no
Mother Goose it would have been noc-
essary o fuvent one,  The mental
Hatlons of the people who decry the
nursery storles prevend them from seo-
tng how much good these denr old
legends contaln,

France seems to be quleting down In
vlew of the falt accompll of English
occupation of the Sudan, As a matter
of fuet the country 18 In no condition to
o 1o war, unless for the gravest rea
sons.  The war minlster of Louls X1,
witk correct when he declared  three
things were necessary to the prosecu-
tlon of 0 war-money, money, money,
Just pow the flnances of Prance are
In n bl way., The country ranks as
one of the two or three richest coun-
trles of the world, but with a debt of
nearly $G.500,000,000, or more than n
third for debt sorvice of the total rey-
ehue, the prople are not In a conditlon
to fnd rendily the money NCCessArY to
the prosecution of a great war, In
Great Britadn the debt service s loss
than onefourth, and In Germany only
ons-twentlothy 1o case of war France
undoubtedly would make herole sae.
ritlees, but o wise government wonld
hesitate long before calllog for such an
exhibition of patelotism,

L r

Russia 1s such a vast conntry and so
Hitle known beyond 1ts borders that it
In somewhat surprising to legrn that
the tramp evil Is perhaps grenter In the
Crar's dominlonx than anywhere olse
In the worll, The Russlan teninps are
callod gorlouns, and In number prob.
ably exceed thelr speeles In any other
country. They abound ln every village,
#tanid on the steps of almost  every
ehureh greeting the worshipers on en-
tering or leaving with the usual suppll-
ciation—"radl Krista" (for Christ's
sake),  One reason, perhaps, for the
Inerease of the tramp species Is the fact
thut the peasantry always shidre the
hospltallty of thelr eabins with them,
glving them a pluce by the stove and
n portion of their slmple fare, In the
cltles the gorlouns have regular lodg-
Ing houses and also what might almost
be deemed s regular calling, that of
pald mourners at fuperals. The agen-
cles which manage the latter furnlah
the gorloun clothes for the oceaslon
and a toreh, thus enabling him to make
& respectable fgure, and pay bim 40

kopecks for his services, which, of
course, promptly goes for volka, as the
Russian tramp, ke his congener in all
other countrivs, Is addicted to strong
drink, a fact which also is perhaps the
chief explanation of why he Is a tramp

It appears that some of the growth of
the forelgn trade of the Unlted States
I8 due to the superior charneter of
Amerlean to foreign commerelal
travelers, It 18 complained in Eng-
land that the commercial ngents sent
abroad to represent firms 1o thelr conn-
try are generally young men who have
worked In the office untll they are run
down In health and who go abroad for
o change, with no knowledge of the
buslness except that galned behind a
desk., A French consul writes In the
same line that French merchants are
willing to nceept as representatives
sbhroad men who have falled In thelr
own eountry. An English writer, who
18 hlmself a commercial traveler, adds:
“United States merchants and manu-
facturers send out a high class of rep-
resentatives—astute men, who have
large and varled experience in thelr re-
spective lnes; men educated In the de-
talls of the business they represent;
men of the age that brings wisdom and
necuraey s men that earn and command
the largest salaries, and men of push,
energy and vigor,” The American
“rummer” abroad as well 15 at home
I8 0 resourceful Individual, which 18 to
say he Is an Amerlean,

It 18 a characteristiec example of the
Ideas which prevall In Great Brltain of
the way to look after the Interosts and
advancement of Its dependencles, so
soon after a conquest like that recently
nehieved by Kitchener In the Soudan,
that one of the flrst schemes proposed
1§ to establish a great university
among the conquersd people, as 0
menns of cementing and making per-
manent the conguest, That ls what 18
belng done, The possession of a con-
tributory Intercat in the Khartum unl-
versity seems just now to be one of
the neeessitles to the preservation of
politlieal or soclal standing among En-
glishmen, and the endowment fund
hag reached large dimenslong. The
university will of conrge be of a kind
ndapted to the Indusielal and economie
needs of the Soudan, secking the devel-
opment of Its people along practiesl
Hnes, The example 18 one which
Amerleans may well emulate, It comes
Just at n time when such a practical
“polnter” Is likely to awaken Ameri-
ean enthuslasm for laying In our new
colonles  equally  up-todate founda-
tlony for the establishing of Ameriean
influence among the new rices now
brought under our flag. Those races
must be of poor materinl Indeed If they
enn see such results following the ns-
cendency of the Stnrs and  Stripes
withont belng stirred to enthuslasm In
n new-horn loyalty., Tt may, liowever,
take time for them to comprehend the
full meaning of such offerings for
thelr advancement,

Desldes the ordinary seatteored shoot-
Ing stars there are others, presumably
of the same sort, but moving In great
swirms, and In regular orbits around
the sun llke comets, Indeed In several
cnses such a swarm follows In the
wike of o comet, and s almost cortaln:
ly related to It In some Wiy not yet
quite clear.  Bome of the meteoric
orbits Intersect our own; and If earth
and mateors happen to rench the cross-
Ing together, we have o meteor-shower,
The Httle bodies rush Inte our atmos-
phere and burn,  Although the mtteors
In such a shower are all really moving
in parallel lnes, perspective makes
them appear to diverge from a glngle
polnt in the heavens ealled itg “ra-
dlant.”  The most remarkable of these
meteordlocks 18 one that makes s ofr-
cult aronnd the son In a Hitle more
than thirty-three yonrs, In n long, oval
orbit which the earth crosses on Nov,
14, It 18 ealled the “Leonld” swarm,
hecanse Its radiant 1s In the constella-
tlon Leo, Magnoiflicent dlsplays from 1t
ocenrred In 17900, 1838, and last In 1866
and 18GT; for the flock s so extensive
that It takes more than a year to pass
the Junciion, and seattered ountliers
precede and follow the maln body for
severnl years, It was thid ndvance-
guned which In 1808 gave ns the feeble
ghowers that ptteacted so much atten-
tlon, Inm I8MM), or perhnps In 1000, we
shall encounter the swarm Hself, and
the sky will be filled with fiytog me-
teors for hours, Whether the spectacle
will be visible In this part of the world,
or not, cannot be certalnly foretold,
The radiant 1s above the horlzon only
after midnlght, nmd the shower 18 visl-
ble only where It occurs between mid-
night and dawn of local thme,

BICYCLE IDEAS,
A Valveless Tire and a Gear that May
Be Quickly Changed,

Iere 18 shown the Protean goar,
which by an expanding actlon In the

Intge sprocket wheel enables the gear |
to be changed by back-pedal actlon at

the will of the rider. 'he new French
tre I ensy o put on amd tnke off; the
Inltlal Jolnt, or seal, s made without
the help of any nle-pressure, and In case
of puncture It can be rldden any dls-
tance without the least fear of coming
off or Injuring the rims, The Hps which
make the ale-Joint are, ns will be seen
from the Hlusteation, vertieal tn the
rim, and, to Inflate, the nose of the
pump |8 Just forced through a hole ln

PROTEAN GEAR AND VALVELESS TINE.

the rim, g0 that It passes about theees
quarters of the way up, when the lips
separiate to let the ale pass In, and olose '
of themselves as soon as the pump-
ftroke Is Nnlshed,

Hiw Will va, Her Way,
Aged Husband @fter a  domestle
storm)—-"Well, you can do as yon
ploase about golng to this ball, but 1f
you go 1 shall eall on my lawyer In the
morning and alter my will,
Young Wife—Oh, no, you won't, Yon
soem to forget that when 1 married youn
I absorbed all the power In the fiem,

Distance Is often uu;mupll-!e‘l'ot last
Ing fricndships.

FLAMES IN FORESTS,

SWEEPING FIRES THAT LEAVE
WILD WASTES EEHIND.

Extraordinary Pecuniary Losses In-
flicted by the Unfettered KElement |
that Rolls Onward in n Mad Torrent
of Rapacious Billows and Defies Man,

A forest denuded by fire presents a
woeful sight. The trees are not entirely
constumed. The burned trunks of all
larger ones stand stralght and tall,
dead, but not destroyed. Sometimes
forest fires rage over such vast ateas
that thelr smoke I8 visible from any
point In a State. Dr, J. T. Rothrock,
Commissioner of Forestry for Pennsyl-
viinla, shows that the potential loss of

A BURNED FOREST.

the commonwealth from each fire or
each serivs of fires that devastate thoe
thuber-producing arens In  Pennsyl-

It complete devastation. Every bulld-
Ing in Hinckley was destroyed. So sud-
den was the onset of the flames that
the people could enly run from their
bouses and seek a place of refuge,
without even an effort to save their
honsehold effeets. Four hundred and
elghteen persons. about one-sixth of
the population of the district, are
known to have perished by a most
frightful death in the flames,

TAMED A WAR.HORSE.

Feat of Alexander the Great in the
Diys of His Boxhood,

One of the storics told by Alexander
the Great 18 that of how, when a boy
of 12, he tamed the war-horse Bacepha-
Ins, The following Is the account giv-
en by Plutarch in his life of Alexander:

“I'hilonicus of Thessaly had offered
to sell Philip his horse Bucephalus for
thirteen talents, So they all went down
Into the plain to try the anlmal. He
proved; however, to be balky and ut-
terly useless, He would let no one
wotnt bim, and none of the attendants
of I’hillp conld make him hear to hlm,
but he violently resisted them all
Philip, In his disgust, ordered the horse
led away as belog utterly wild and un-
tralned.  Whereat, Alexander, who
was present, sald: ‘That Is too good
a horse for thoese men to spoll that way,
simply beeause they haven't the skill
or the grit to handle him right.! At
first P'hllip paid no attention to him,
but as he kept Inslsting on belng heard
and secmed greatly disturbed about
the matter, his father said to him;
‘What do you mean by critlicizsing your
olders, as If you were wiser than they,
or knew so mueh more about handling
a horse than they do? “Well, this
horse, anyway, I would handle better
than any one else, If they would glve
me a chance, ‘In ease you don't sue-

vanla Is $30 00,000, 'The fires oceur
chiefly from two eauses, Rallroad com- |
padles burn thelr old tles along the
right of way, without taking any pre
caution to prevent the five spreading to
the woods, and the small farmers in
cloarlng woold-lots for furming pr-
poses burn the brosh and fallen timber,
without caring whether the fire spreads
or not.

The [Mlustrations are significant as
showing the desert condition which a
fire, or sories of fires, produces. 1In
many parts of the United States one
may see such tracts, over which (ires
have swept almost every year, destroy-
Ing the young forest growth and ren-
dering the soll, after each succeeding

ceold! reJoined his father, ‘what penal-
ty ure you willing to pay for your fresh-
ness? Ul pay, by Jove, the price of
the horse!' Langhter greeted this an-

gwor, but after some bantering with
his fathier about the mouney arrange-

for the anspoken grief In the faces of
the unfortunate rich who were at such
pains to enjoy themselves, [ never
gaw such handsome men as I san in
London. 1 never see such beauntiful
women as I gee In Parls. French inen
are insignificant as a rule, and English
women are beefy and dress llke eag
bags."—Philadelphia Inquirer,

CAPTURED CAT DEAD.
Famons Feline Rescued from the Span
ish Battleship Cristobal Colon.

The famous Spanish eat, Cristobas

Colon, captured from the Spanish bat-
tleship on July 3, dled at the United

BENOR CHISTORAL COLOXN.

States government Statlon at Benton
Harbor, Mleh. This eat was In the
eat show In Chleago and was awarded
8 speclal medal, Senor Cristobal Colon
wins & mascot on the Spanish man-of-
wiar of that name,

Enarly Weitera on Smoking.
The fact has been discovered that
Shakspeare never mentions smoking or
makes the slightest allusion to the

conllagration more and more barren.
The deterloration In the pleturesque-
ness of the country, or the loss in mon-
ey to the person or persons who may
own these distriets for lnmbering pur-
poscs, may more caslly be Imagined
thap told, What could be more dreary
than the country shown in the two
photographs?

The year 1804 will long be remember-
ed In Wistonsin and Minnesota for the
terrible enlamitles wlileh oceurred In
July and August of that year. Intense |
beat and littde raln had made the for-
ests nlmost Hke a kin, All through the
summer fire had been feared and look-
od for, and by the end of July it was
sald thit not less than §5,000 worth of
plue bagd been destroyed. The fire ex-
tended over a streteh of nearly fifty
miles wide, and all that experience
galued by woodsmen and lumbermen
In dealing with forest fires avalled
nothing ngalnst the sweeping flames,
which were driven lke an overwhelm-
fng flood by a strong wind, leaving
death and destruction In thele path. In
the photographs pregented herewlth,
which show a Wisconsin town named
Phillips before and after the fire, one
may see how completely the forest fire
flondd does hls work. I'hillips was burn-
ed July 27, and the loss of lfe wounld
have been severe had not the Inhabit
nuts eseaped by taking trains to places
of safety.

In October, 1871, one of the most ter-
rible fires In Amerlea on record broke

‘L‘“l'l’t‘l‘ on Sept, 1 of lh_;t _\T(-ul?.__lr\'ltl;'
| to the long-protracted drought, as ls

out nt 'eshitlgo, Wis, and more than
T00 persons were burned to death, But
probably  the saddest fiee was that
which otcorred In 18M—one glimpse of
which, at Phillipg, has alremdy been
had, The unfortunate place was
Hinckley, Mino, and the calamity oo

BURNED FOREAT AFTER TWENTY YEARS,

pointed out In the repot of the State
commisslon for the rellef of the forest
fire sufferers, the fires had prevailed In
different localltles for several wecks,
but on that duy the wind became & tor-
nado, and a small fire then burning
spread with trightful rapldity, and was !
carried on the wings of the tornado
over a distriet coveriug nearly 400
square milea A furnace blast swept
over the fated district, and left behind

STREET IN I'HILLIPS BEFORE AND AFTER THE FIRE.

ments, he went stralght to the horse,
took him by the bridle, and turned him
around toward the sun, This he did
on the theory that the horse's fright
was doe to seeing his own shadow
dance up and down on the ground be-
fore him, He then ran along by his
side awhile, patting and coaxlng him,
nntll, after awhile, seelng be was full
of fire nnd spirit and 1mpatient to go,
he quletly threw off his coat, and
swinglng himself up, sat securely
astride the horse, Then he gulded him

THETAMING OP BUCEPHALUS.

about for a while with the relns, with-
out striking him or jerking nt the bit.
When now he saw that the horse was
goetting over his nervonsness, and was
eager to gallop ahead, he let him go,
driving him on with a sterner volee
and with kicks of his foot, In the group
of onlopkers about Phillip, there pre-
valled, from the first, the sllenee of In-
tensely unxlous concern. Buat when
the boy turned the horse and eame gal-
loping up to them with pride and Joy
in his fuee, they all burst out luto a
¢heer. s father, they say, shed tears
for very Joy, and, as he dismounted,
klssed him on the head. and sald: My
son, seck thee n kKingdom sulted to thy
powers: Macedonla Is too stralght for
thee! "

Bucephalus beeame from this thme
the property and the lpseparable com-
panion of Alexunder, He accompanied
him on his campalgns “sharing many
toils awl dangers with him,” and was
generally the horge ridden by him In
battle, No one else was ever allowed
to mount him, as Arrinn says, “bhecanse
li¢ deemed all other riders unworthy.*
He Is reported to have been &8 magnif-
cent black charger of extraordinary
size, and to have been marked with a
white spot on the forchead.

Women in Parly

“1 ke the way the French take thelr
amusements,” writes Miss Lillan Bell
in a letter from Paris.  “At the theater
they laugh and appland the wit of the
bero and hiss the villaln, They shout
thelr approval of a duel and weep
aloud over the death of the aged
mother. When they drive In the Bols
they smile and have an ale of enjoy-
ment quite at variance with the bored
expression of English and Americans
who have enough money to own car-
ringes. We drove In Hyde Park In
London the day before we came to
Paris, and nearly wept with sympathy

habit., This is the more curlous, as
most of hls contemporuries. Ben Jon-
son, Decker and othera discuss the then
new fashion at length, and the humor-
st and sativist of the time lost no op-
portunlty of deriding and making a
game of the votarles of the weed,

The tobacco merchant was an Import-
ant personage in the time of James I,
The Elizabethan plpes wore g6 small
that when they are dug up in Ireland
the poor call them “falvy pipes.” King
James himself was one of the most
virulent opponents of the habit, and In
lls ludicrous “Conunterblasts” calls it
a vile and stinking custom, “horrowed
from the bheastly, slavish Indlans—
poor, wild, barbarous wen—brought
over from Ameriea, and not introduced
by any worthy or virtuous or great per-
sonage."

He argues that tobaco I8 not dry and
hot; that ts smoke I8 humid, Hke all
other smoke, and Is therefore bad for
the brain, which s naturally wet and
¢old. He denies that smoking purges
the head or stomach, and declares that
many have smoked themselves to
death.—Medlical Ttecoril,

Dealing with Lumbermen,

There I8 an old retirs]l merchant In
Detroit who delights In reealling is
experlenees when an active wan run-
ning A general store In one of the
northern citles of the lower peninsula,
gays the Detrolt Free Press;

“I used to reap a harvest when the
men were coming out of the woods,"
he relates, “They were not wp In
styles, and about any old thing would
sult them provided the eolor was right
and the fit even passable. But thepe
were tricksters among them, and I
had to keep my wits about me In order
to keep even with them.

*“low much Is that hat?" asked a
strapping six-footer, who arrived from
camp one day with a pocket of money.

“Two-firty,” 1 replled.

“Then he Informed me that he al-
ways had the crowns of his hats punch-
ed full of holes In order to keep hls
head cool, and bis halr from coming
out. 1 soon had this attended to, and
then he asked what the hat was worth.
‘Two Afty,” 1 responded In surprise,
but bhe laughed at me for asking such
n price for damaged goods. Tie had
me and got his hat for a dollar, while
the jolly crowd with him had a laugh
at my expense, Ile wanted to look at
some ‘fiddles,” and after priclng one at
$10, concluded to take It.

*"Where's the bow? he asked as 1
was dolng up the package.

“You only bought the fiddle," 1 lnugh-
el. The others saw the point nnd
langhed, too. The glant tried to blufl
me, but 1 kept good-humored, and got
even on the hat by charging him $1.50
for the bow. 1 not only got even, but
the others were so pleased with my
‘Yankee trick’ that they spont plenty
of money with me.”

Was Afloat wits Napoleon,

Two men living in 8t. Helena who
were born respectively in 1708 and 1802
are not the only persons now living
who have seen Napoleon the Great.
Thomas De Moleyns, who was for many
years county court judge of Kilkenny,
who was ealled to the Irish bar in 1831,
and appointed a Queen's counsel in
1863, served In his early boyhood In the
royal navy. Mr. De Moleyns was g
midshipman on board the Bellerophon
when Napoleon on July 15, 1813, after
“the bhundred days™ placed himself
under the flag of his country and was
recelved on boiurd the Bellerophan,

“Maud says she Is madly In love with
her new wheel.” “Tiub! Another case
where man Is displaced by machinery.”
~Indlanapolis Journal,

Hew onsy It Is to let the other fellow
do the work by reflecting that the ex-
ercise Is good for him,

KEEPING WHISKY FROM REDS,

Almont Impossible to Smuggle Liguor
Into Indlan Territory.

The United States Government has
1 wonderful antipathy toward the in-
troduction of whisky Into the Indian
territory, and necessarily, afterward in-
to the Indian. It Is an old story of the
love of an Indlan for whisky—Iit sur-
passes all other love. An Indian with
a pint of firewater Is nn element that
disturbs the patural serenity of the
beautiful Indian territory scenery; he
longs for scalps, which passion the
Government has long endeavored to
stamp out.

But whisky occasionally gets Into the
Indian territory. There are too many
rallroads running through It to keep
whisky away altogether. The man who
tnkes the seductive Auld into that coun-
try, even most innocently to cure hls
own snake bites, runs n risk that is not
to be disregarded. * The country s full
of United States marshals and thelr
deputies and possemen, A United States
marshal’s posseman has a nose for
whisky longer than that of Cyrano de
Bergerae. There are fees and things
connected with finding whisky In the
Indian territory, And yet there can be
no doubt that the abolishment of whis-
ky from the Indian tervitory 1 a good
thing and has saved many a white
man's black halr,

Passengers golng through Indian ter-
ritory on the railroads have had thelr
valises opened and thelr whisky taken
from them and their bodies thrown Into
juil before now. The only safe way to
lmport whisky Into that cotntry Is In
one's own comfortable and fmpenetra-
ble insides, Otherwise it may be found
and then there Is trouble, A respecta-
ble American citlzen recently had his
valise ravished by a United States dep-
uty marshal in the Creek natlon and a
half pint of whisky cost him nearly $200
before he was safe and free.

On the Choetaw rallroad recently an
asslgnment of whisky was discovered
by a shrewd deputy marshal. The ex-
press eompany landed a truck load of
cases marked “cod liver ofl” from the
express car one day. One of the cases
came down heavily and broke, A small
brown stream {ssued from Its erncks.
Everyone smelled it. The deputy mar-
ghal's nose was no keener than the oth-
ers, A half-dozen boxes on the truck
were so alike that the marshal broke
all open and five jugs of whisky fell to
his lot. Each of these he broke with
a crack of his heel and the hungry sand
drank the brown fluid up. Surrounding
the sacrifice were grouped lean white
men, whose jaws drooled for the lquor
that the sand licked up, and blankoet
Indians, who would have given a moc-
casin colored pony for a sip.

When you go to Indian territory leave
your flask behlnd, because’ otherwise
you are llkely to go to juil. Red men
and red liguor eannot mix without trou-
ble.~IKansas City Star,

A most useful application of electri-
city is seen In the way In which elothes
closets are lghted in the recently built
houses. The opening of the door turns
on the current and Its closing shuts it
off,

Gun metal handles for umbrellas and
canes, Interlined with gold or silver,
which metals are shown by engraving
initlals, monograms, floral or other LS
lected deslgns, are the latest novelties
In their line,

On January 1, 1808, there were 26,838
wiles of rallroad In the Russian em-
pire, of which the government owrned
16,773 miles, The reports of these
roads show a decrease In the transpor-
tatlon of cereals and an Increase In
salt, petroleum and coal

At the Parls Academy for Medlelne
Dr. Doyau recently gave hls experl-
ence in regard to the result of 140 cnses
of surgleal operations on the stomach,
There were only twenty-one deaths In
all and twenty of these were In cases
of canecer,

A bank In New York has largely in-
crensed  Its  business, particularly
among fashionable women, by lssulng
to Its depositors gllded echeck books
with monograms thereon. The blank
checks are printed In gold from ex-
quisitely engraved plates.

North Carolina, which pays a pension
to Confederate army veterans that are
In ‘need, finds that but one In fiflesn of
the known survivors In the state are
on the pension list.  Applieants for
ald are fewer each year Instend of In-
creasing, as 18 the case with Federal
pensloners,

A year ago a German schoolmaster,
Mr. Engler, was convleted by a erim-
Inal court of some act of Immorality.
Not long ngo he dled Insane and an
antopsy showed that he was doubtless
morally Irresponsible at the time the
offense was committed. With Ger-
man thoroughness a new trial was or-
dered and the dead man has recently
been aequitted In due form.

The great Armstrong shipbullding
vards of England have Just turned out
the most remuarkable vessel afloat, It
s o glant lce crusher to be used In
keeplog open the trade routes of the
Baltic sea In winter. Ice-crushing boats
are used In several of the harbors on
the great lakes in thls country, but
they are Insignificant when compared
In size and power to this giant.

A fashlonable London doctor, whose
mornings are fully occupled in paying
visits to his many patlents, has sue-
ceeded In effecting a declded economy.
He may be seen driving throngh West
End S8quare, cating his breakfast In his
brougham. His morning meal Is nicely
packed In a hamper, A woden flap Is
in front of hix carrlage. This Is prop-
ped up and the table spread. The doe-
tor thus eats comfortably and at lels-
ure.

With a very few exceptions, sll the
great Industries and branches of com-
merce In Germany shows a phenomenal
expanslon during the last decade, For
example, the tonnage of stenmships be-
longing to Hamburg, which in 1873 was
88,178, was In 1ST9 481.000. Those
belonging to Bremen Increased In the
same thne from 65,070 to 220,000, while
the tonnage of salllng vessels belong
fto these two ports has since risen over
00 per cent.

A London magician, Maskelyne, who
has given entertaluments many years

at Egyptian hall, kept up an offer of
£2,500 reward for a duplieate of his
box, which a man gets in and out of
mysteriously. A clever mechanie solv-
ed the problem and demanded the
money, but Maskelyne refused to pay,
as he elaimed that, though this box did
the work of his, the mechanism was
different. He would not disclose his
own In court, however, and the jury
rendered a verdict against him.

M. 8. Prime, of Californla, s a rather
remarkable person in that he is the
president, secretary and treasurer,
hoard of directors and manager of the
IPaso de Roblas Street Rallway com-
pany. He Is also driver and conduetor
of the single car run en the road and
is perfectly happy when the outfit
brings him In §1.50 a day. 'The road,
three miles In length, runs from the
rallroad station to a locally famous
mud bath and Mr, Prime traded a house
and lot in Alameda county for the
whole outfit,

MAN IS AIR CONDENSED.

Btatement of Liebig, the Great Chem-
ist, Agreea with Solomon.

Lleblg, the greatest chemlst of the
century, writes: “Science has demon-
strated the fact that man, the being
which performs the great wonders, Is
formed of condensed alr and solidified
and lguid gases, that he lives upon
condensed as well as uncondensed alr,
and that by means of the same mys-
terlous agent he moves or causes to be
moved, the heaviest weights with the
veloelty of the wind. But the strang-
est part of the matter Is that thon-
sands of milllons of these tabernacles
of condensed alr afe golng on two legs,
destroying other forms of condensed
alr, which they may need to bulld up
thelr own wasted tissues or for shelter
or clothing, or, on account of their
egotism and faneied power, destroying
each other In pitehed battles, using Im-
plements which are but other forms of
condensed alr, the materlal of which
they themselves are formed or com-
posed. Chemistry supplies the elearest
proof that, so far as concerns this, the
ultimate and most minute composition
and structure, some of which are so In-
finltesimal as to be beyond the compre-
henslon of our senses, man Is to all ap-
pearances, at least, composed of ma-
terlals [dentical with those whieh com.
pose the structural belng of the ox or
the dog, or even the lowest anlmal In
the scale of creatlon.”

Solomon seewrs to have entertalned
the same ldea. See Keelealastes 3:19:
“For that which befalleth the sons of
men befalleth the beasts; ns the one
dfeth, so dieth the other; yea, they have
all one breath, go that a man hath no
pre-eminence ubove a beast.”—I'itts
burg Dispatch,

Blggest Wedding Ever Known,

On the day that Alexander the Greatl
was marrled no fewer than 20,202 per-
sons In one ceremony were made hus-
bands and wives, This seems impossi-
ble, but the event really took place, a3
historleal records tell us. This mon-
ster wedding occurred upon the con-
quest by Alexander the Great of Per-
sin, which was then ruled over by King
Darlus,

Alexander
daughter of the conquered king, and
flecreed that 100 of his chief officers
should be united to 100 ladies from the
noblest Perslan and Medean families.
In addition to this, he stipulated that
10,000 of his Greek soldlers should
marry 10,000 Asiatic women,

When everything was settled, a vast
pavillon was erected, the plllars of
which were sixty feet high, One hun-
dred gorgeous chambers adjoined this
for the 100 noble bridegrooms, while
for the remalning 10,000 an outer court
was lunclosed, outslde of which tables
were spread for the mulfitude, Each
palr had seats, and ranged themselves
In a semi-elrele round the royal throne,
Of course, the priests could not marry
this vast number of couples, so Alex-
ander the Great devised a very simple
ceremony, e gave his hand to Statira
and kissed her—an example that all the
bridegrooms followed.

Thus ended the ceremony, and that
vast number were married. Then fol-
lowed the festival, which lasted five
days, the grandeur of which has never
been equaled since.

Eipensive Sparks,

Our own fiteworks manufacturers are,
of course, prepared to produce as bril-
liant displays us any In the world, but
unfortunately they do not have the op-
portunities afforded by royal pageants
In monarchical countries,

According to one Britlsh firm, who
are famed all over the world for thelr
manufacture of fireworks, the amount
spent on the dlsplay of fireworks In
connectlon with her majesty’s jubilea
was §1,250,000, The display at the close
of the Crimean war cost $§500,000. The
largest individual exhibitions by the
firm were given on the Tagus for the
Portuguese Government; the second In
1888 costing $50,000, whlle the first,
which was made on the oceaslon of the
marriage In 1886 of the King (then
crown prince) of Portugal, cost hinlf
that amount. The display at Delhl,
when the Queen was proclalmed Em-
press of Indin, cost §17,600. Bome of
the most costly fireworks are those pro-
duced at the Crystal Palace. Thus, at
n benefit recently, the exhibition lasted
from 80 to 35 minutes, but It cost $7,-
500, or about $250 per minute,

Vict'm of Many Tra n Wrecka.

John Becker has died In a Pennsylva-
nla town with the remarkable record
of having been Injured twenty-five
times in rallroad accldents, some of his
Injuries having been very serlous, yet
he lived to n good old nge and died
from natural causes. There Is a drom-
mer in Philadelphia who elaims to have
been lo a number of rallway dlsasters,
and yet never recelved a scratch, He
8ays be was In the wreck at Ashtabula,
Ohlo, when so many perished, Inclnd-
Ing Bllss, the evangelist; In that at
Greenfield, Mass., when thirty or more
were killed; at White River Junection,
Vi, when an equal nomber of lives
were lost, and at Dedham, Mass, and
Garrison, N. Y., In both of which acel-
dents scores were killed and malmed,
He always buys accldent Insurance
tickets, he says, but regards the expen-
diture In his own case as sheer waste.—
Kansas City Journal.

[ncompatibility of temper always
means that both parties have the same
kind of temaper and plenty of It

It's unlucky to have your affulrs at
. 8ixes and sevens—they make thirteens,

married  Statlra, the
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