¥ 5i0is Central express train, southbound,

FOR THE MUSTER 01T

Plans Will Be Completed by
First of the Year.

MANILA TROOPS WILL BE FIRST

Following Thelr Diacharge, tha Vol.
unteers In the West Tndies Wil
Be Sent Howe,

Washington, Deo. 24. —The war de-
partment has not yet made definite
plana for tha mueter-ont of 50,000 vol-
unteers, whioh was devided on st the
cabinet meeting yeaterday, hut it is un-
derstood that work will he preity well
mapped out by the first of the vear,
The completion of the muster-aut will
depend on whether the departient
adopts the plan of three months' fur-
lough or imwmediate dischurge, with
two monthe’ extrn pav, as sngeeste] hy
Congressman Hull, It has been prac-
tically decided to muster onf all the
volunteers in the Plhilippines as fast as
they ean bereplaced with regulure, so
as not to hamper the military adminis-
tration of the island,  Following the
digcharges of the regiments of the Phil-
ippine stations, it is undeistood the
volunteer troops in the West Indies
will be mustered ont,

Twentloth Goes on the Senndin,

Ban Francisco, Deo. 24, —Mujor-
Ueneral Merriam has ordered that the
work of preparing the transport Seandia
for another voyage to Manila be rushed
to completion. By the first of next
week he expects to telegraph the war
department. that he will be ready with-
in 10 days to have the Twentieth
United States infantry come here from
Fort Leavenworth, Kan., to'board the
Beandia for the Philippines,

It is the beliel at army Leadquarters
here that the Firet California volune-
teers will be brought home on the re-
turn trip of the Soandia.

Two Neglments Go Vin Suesz,

Chicago, Deo, 34.—Telegraphic n-
structiona were received today from thie
secretary of war, ordering the Fourth
infantry at Fort Sheridan, and the Savy-
enteenth, at Columbus, to sail for the
Philippines on or before January 15.
The regiments will go via New York
snd the Bues canal,

MECCA FOR ALL RAILROADS.

Tuclfle Const Besoming a Univeranl Ob-
Jeetive Point.

Chicago, Dec. 24.—The Chronicle
says: There are strong indipationa
that the Chicago, Burlington & Quiney
and the Chioago, Rock Island & Pacifle
roads are figuring on extending their
lines to the Pacifio coast. The absorp-
tion of the Hawaiian and Philippine
slande by this country, it 8 expected
by the ownurs of these roads, will open
up an immense Lranscontinental rail
business, both east and west-bound,
The recent denl by which the Santa Fe
will have its own line iuto Han Fran-
cisco in the spring ling awakened tho
officers of the compeling semi-trans-
continental roads. An officer of one of
the Westein roads who has just come
from the coast, and who takes a keen
Intorost in railrond affaire ouvt thers,
RavA:

"I would not be surprised to wake
up some morning and find the trans-
continental situation further compli-
cated by the announcement that the
Burlington was to be extended to the
Puoific ocean. The Builington is a
good deal nearer the coast than most
people imagine, and I understand that
this road has been sorveying through
Idaho all sammer—one line throngh
Nez Perces puss and another throngh
Lolo pass, T understand also that two
or three independent lines that are now
being built in Western Llaho and
Northeastern Oregon are  intended
eventually to form part of the proposed
Western extension of the Burlington,

“Another point of interest in his
connection is the Mot that the Builing-
ton is & large holder of valuable termi-
nal and dock property at Gray's harbor,
whioh wonld ba of great value to the
company were it to enter the Oriental
trade. Such an extension would formn
a short route from Taooma to New Or-
leans,"”

Donver, Colo., i8 now the Western
terminus of the Rock Island, and Bill-
ings, Mont., is the end of the Burling-
ton's tracks. It hns been reported that
the former company wonld soon pur-
chase the Colorado Midland, which
would place its terminuoe 400 miles fur-
ther west, Billings, Mont., the end of
the Burlington, is 1,020 miles from
Tacoma, or a little further than Ogden
jo from Ban Francisco. Whils Presi-
dont Purdy, of the Kock lsland, denies
the report that his company is figning
on sbsorbing the Midland, nothing
definite ean be learned regarding the
Burlington's intentions.

'l‘i'a;ruhhun Fulled.

Grenada, Mise., Dec. 22.—An Il

was held up one-hall mile south of
Pope’s station, by two men, st 10:50
tonight. They suddenly appeared on
the engine and compelled the enginear
to stop, after which they attempted to
break in the express car door. They
fired several shots, but failed to gain
admisgion. The robbers then fed,
No one was hart.

Two Now Discoverios Keparted.

Victorin, B. C., Dec. 24— l"r_ed
gmith, of Vietoria, just out from Atlin,
brings news of the discovery of two
more rich gold-bearing creeks, The
new finds have been christened Moose
and Goose creeks, He had both hands
fromen and nearly lost his life on the
way out. -

A. J. Demules, better known as the
“Parquoise King of Jarillas,’" we mur-
dered at hia celebrated tuiguoise mina,
80 miles north of El Paso, New Mexico.

The Melrose department building,
the largest strucjure of its kind on the

OPEN DOOR TO ASIA.

Jobhn W. Book walter K

1
Hunsbs Yo 0t Is Through

: Dhanrvations in Siberin.
i e 3ok W, ook
from u.!hm-ult:'n“lrl.h-"! SOAS TetULIEd
Russin lnlnl.lll e J_”"rllt'_" Warcigt
Arw.m'i':lul 8 ~ qmml"'!“h\“t,”l the
dhkey Fess, 10 4n inlerview to.
day, that he enjoyed unosual facilitios
for observing what is going on in that
country. He truveled 17,000 miles to
the terminus of the trans-Siberian rail-
way, to ‘.h(! end of the line, reaching
the frontier of Afghanistan, and to the
end of the one penetrating  Ohina
thmngh Manchuria, All these are now

practically eom pleted.

Mr. Bookwalter was allowed to go
everywliers, to see everything and to
take hundreds of photographs, thanks
to special permits issued to him by the
minister of the interior on the applica-
tion of the United Stutos ambassador
ab Bt. Petersbhurg, During his journey
he conversed with the governors of
provinees and with military and eivil
officials of all ranks,

“Everywhere I found,*” Mr. Book-
walter enid, *‘the kindest and most
friendly feeling toward America and
Americane, and hearl many expressions
Eaf satisfustion over America’s suocess
In our war with Spain,  To this there
was not a gingle exception.

"America’s best open door to Central
Apia and China is through Russia.
Already all the locomotives and rolling
stock on the railways are of Amerioan
manufacture, Central Asia will, in
!:i e near future, ba the greatest market
in the world for manufactures of all
kinds, and onr obtaining the wirtual
monopoly of this market only depends
on our retaining the friendslip Russia
now has for us,

“Amerion has very little to gain by
an open door in China,  That country
ig an industrial one, und whatever we
may now be able to sell to them, the
Chiinese will soon be alile to make for
themeelves. One day, and that day is
near at hand, whatever China buys from
the rest of the world will reach her
throogh Ruesin and Central Asia,
Russia in the last three years has done
more {o open the doors of China than
England and all the rest of the world
hiag done in 6O years.

“I traveled aver 1,200 miles of rail-
way which she hng built from the Cas-
pian sea to Tashkend, in Turkestan,
over & braneh of this line which runs
to the northern frontier of India, over
another branch which goes from Mery
to the border of Afghanistan. Then
there are also Russian lines all along
the Persian frontier. and projecting
into that country, either completed or
rapidly approaching completion. All
the work on these lines has been done
by suldiers, whe, in this way, are not
in Russia, as elsewhere, non-prodncers,

“All thig tremendons Asiatic railway
system 18 owned and operated by the
government. All the lines are admira-
bly built, and eplendidly equipped.
Why, I eaw a bridge acroes the Amud-
arin, in Central Asia, at & point where
the river is threa miles wide, that cost
20,000,000 roubles, and is the greatest
piece of engineering work ever mocom-
plished. There is nothing like it any-
where elge in the world,

“Wherever I went 1 saw cities and

towns gpringing up, such ag Askobad,
in Turkomania, for exampls, which al-
ready has 25,000 inbabitants. New
Hokhare, 12 miles from Ol Bokhara,
bas 12,000 inbhabitants, Where do the
people come from to inhabit these
towns? Why, from European Russia,
The government id turning her surplus
Euoropean population into Central Asia
just as the United Sintes turned her
surplus population of her Atlantic
states into her great Western territories
No human power oan stay the onward
march' of the Slav throngh Ruesia,
which will be the feature of the 20th
centory, just as the march of (he
Anglo-Saxon through America lias been
the fenture of the 10th.
“The United States will be commit-
ting a woeful mistake if she fails to re-
tain the friendship of this great world«
power of the tuture,"

MASSACHUSETTS MISHAP.

Not Enough Water for a Battle-Ship
of Hor Bize.
Washington, Deec. 24.—The naval
avthoritiea have learned, to their dis
may, that it is not possible for one w
our big battle-ships, like the Oregon o1
Muassnchusette, to get out of New York
barbor during extra low water, such as
prevailed when the latter battle-ship
struck on  Diamoud reef a short time
ago. To aid the court of inquiry now
in session at New York, trving to ascer-
tain the responsibility for the gronnd-
ing, the navy department ealled upon
the const survey for specinl measnre-
mente of the water in the harbor nesr
Diamond reef, and npon the rock itself,
The report of the superintendent of
the survey has just been received, It
ghows, in the opinion of naval officers,
that it is not poesible for a ship of the
gize of the Massachusetts and with her
maneuvering qoalities to get out of the
harbor without touching the bottom
when the tide is ebb and the wind
sirong.

Horses and Males for Manila.

San Francisco, Dec, 24.—The bark
Tacowma, with 111 horses and mules,
besides a Jot of material, sailed for
Honolula and the Philippines today.
Bhe will stop at Honolulu and take on
the animnals she left there on her last
trip, and leave some ¢f ber present
oargo there instead,

Predicts Pence In Caba.
London, Dec. 24.—The Havana cor-
respondent of the Times, in the course
of a lelter published this morning,
says: President McKinley will have an
pnfettered hand here. A majority of
the Cubans are prepared tonecept nnre-
servedly any regime treating them
justly, and insucing the tranguijity of
the lsland. .

A blind bat avoids wires and obstroe-
tions as easily as if it could see per-
foctly.

Mexienn State Fays s Claim,
Washington, Dec, 34.—The state de-

south eide of Chicago, wus almost ¢ ym-
y destroyed by fire, entailing a

that will exceed §100,000, Scores

of pocupants of the building were saved
from fnjury by the heroism of Paul L.
Fischer, the elevator boy, emploved in
thestructnre. Through choking clouds
of smoke and almost unenduiing heat,

: 1o 10 trips with his car and
1o 't upper floors to

\ Then, exhausted lrnirn

“efiorts, he siaggered ont of the
: ﬂ" wia taken care uf by (bose
bad rescued,

pastment has just received, through
| United  States Ambassador Clayton,
from the Mexican government a drall
|fnr $5,000 to be paid to the heira o
Henry Hoppe, a nalive uf_ No{w Or.
Jeans. Hoppe, while traveling in th
mountaing of Onzaca, was bruatally
murdered by one of the Mexiean rorah
or pative constables, who are rauirln-l'!
| for the express purpose of protecting
travelers, At the I“!l;.. time an
Englishman named MeSweeney wat
lllllltl in precisely the same fashion,

PACIFIC COAST TRADE.

Fortlend Market.

Wheat—Waulla  Walls, 59 Valley,
8le; Bluestem, €3¢ per bushel,

Flonr—Best grudes, $8.20; graham,
$2.05; superfine, $2.15 per barrel

Uuts—Choice white, 40@41¢; choice
gray, 80@40¢ per bushel,

Barley—Feed barley, $23 @24; brew-
ing, $24 per ton.

Millstuffe—Bran, $16 per ton: mid-
dlings, $21; shorts, $16; chop, $15.50
per ton,

Hay—Timothy, $0@10; clover, $7
@8; Oregon wild hay, §6 per ton.

Butter—Fancy creamery, 55@600;
ecconds, 50 @ 6Jc; dairy, 45 @500 store,
80 @85e.

Cheese—Oregon full cream, 11 @ 180;
Youug America, 150; new cheese,
10¢ pexr pound.

Povliry—Chickens, mixed, $2.50@8
per dozen; hens, $8.50@4.00; springs,
PLE@S; geese, $6.00@T 00 for old,
$.50@5 for young; ducks, §4.00@
5.00 per dozen; turkeys, live, 11@
12 per pound.

Potatoes—80 @ 7T0c per snck; sweets,
2e per pound.

Vegotablea— Beets, 90c; turnips, 760
per sack; garlie, 7o per pound; eab-
bage, $§1 @1.25 per 100 pounds; cauli-
flower, T6c per dozen; parsuips, 76c
per snck; beans, 8¢ per pound; celery,
0@ 750 per dogen; cucumbers, b0c per
box; peas, 8@38%c per pound.

Onions—Oregon, The@#$1 per eack.

Hops—15@ 18¢; 1897 crop, 4 @6o.

Wool—Valley, 10@12¢ per pound;
Pastern Oregon, 8@12¢; mohair,
28c per pound.

Mutton—Grose, hest sheep, wethers
and ewes, 40; dressed mutton, 7e
spring lambs, 71g¢ per 1b.

Hoge—Gross, choice heavy, $4.25;
light and feeders, $8.00@ 4.00; dressed,
$5.00@5.50 per 100 pounds.

Besf—UGross, top steers, 8,60 @#$8.75;
cows, $2.50@8,00; dressed beef,
6@t e per pound.

Veal—Large, 0@6)gc; small, 7@8¢
ser pound,

ﬂaamnu.

Onijons, 86@90c per 100 pounds.

Polatoes, $10@12.

Beete, per snck, 7bc.

Turnipe, per sack, 50@60¢.

Carrots, per sack, $1.

Parenips, per sack, $1.

Cauliflower, 60 @ 750 per dos,

Celery, 35 @400,

Cabbage, native and
$1.00@1.60 per 100 pounds.
Apples, 85 @060¢c per box.

Years, T6c@%$1.50 per box.

Prunes, 60¢ per box,

Butter—Ureamery, 27¢ per pound;
dairy and ranch, 18@20¢ per pound,

Fggs, 850,

Cheese—Native, 12@12 1ge.

Poultry—Old hens, 12¢ per pound;
epring chickens, 19¢; turkeys, 106c.

Fresh meats—Choice dresged beef
steers, prime, 6)g@7Te; cows, prime,
61g0; mutton, 7}0; pork, 6@T70; veal,
6@ Bo.

Wheat—Feed whent, $22.

Oate—Choice, per ton, $24.

Hay—Puget Sound mixed, $0.00@
10; choice Eastern Washington tim.
othy, §12.

Corn—Whole, $28.50; cracked, $24;
feed meal, $238,60.

Barley—Rolled or ground, per ton,
$24@25; whole, $22.

Flonr—Patent, per barrel, $8.50;
straights, #4.206; California brends,
$8.26; buckwheat flour, $8.758; graham,
per barrel, $8.60; whole wheat flonr,
$0.76; rye flour, $4.

Californis

Millgtuffs—Bran, per ton, §14;
ghorts, per ton, §16,
Feed—Chopped feed, $19@21 per

ton; middlings, per ton, $17; oil cake
wenl, per ton, §356.

Ban l"rurw;n_t:o_ﬁnrhel.

Wool—Spring—Nevada, 10@ 12¢ per
pound; Oregon, Bastern, 10@ 12¢; Val-
ley, 16 17e; Northern, 9@11e.

Millstufs—Middlings, $18@21.00;
bran, $15.60 @ 16,50 per ton,

Oniong—Bilverskin, 50 @ 76¢ per sa. .

Butter — Funcy  creamery, 8Co:
do s8conds, 20@24¢; fancy duiry, 20
do seconds, 17@21c per pound.

Eggs — Btore, 18@22¢; fancy ranch,
85@37 o,

Citrus Frolt—Oranges, Valencia, $3
@2,60; Mexican limes, $656.60; Cali-
fornia lemons, $2.00a@.800; do choics,
$35.60 @4.60; per box,

A Gravy Bath for a Eoor.

During the excitement of the recent
South African elections, says the West.
minster (Gazette, two Dutchmen ata
boarding house dinner table were eulo-
gizing the superior virtues of their race
ug opposed to the Ewnglish, Presently
Queen Victoria was mentioned, when
ons exclnimed, "“Damn Viectoria,'
With that the Englishman who sat
next to the offending Dutehman threw
the whole contents of his plate on his
head—ment, potstoes, oabbage and
gravy, Evory other boarder threw at
him the article neareet at hand—hall
a loaf of bread, a hot potato or a jug of
water—until the poor viotim eried for
mercy, which was granted him aftor
withdrawing his worde and making a
suitable apology.

The Rage for Fur,

For s wsed on all sorts and condl-
tions of gowns, and is applied in any
way that may suil the wearer. Row
alter row made ag narrow as possible
is applied on the graded flounce of the
new cloth gowns, & short nap fur being
the easiest to apply and the best in
effoct. Buttons of fur are extensively
used on a gown of this kind, while re-
vara and ecollar, with ecuffs to matob,
trim the waist.

Carpot Laying Without Tacks.

An Ohlo inventor has patented a car-
pet Iastening which does awav with the
use of tacks to hold the earpet in place,
a metallie border belng Inserted under
the edge of the baseboard and having
olamps along ite outer edge in which
the oarpet i8 fastened alter being
stretched.

The first day of Janvary and the first
day of October of any year [all on the
same day of the week unless it be leap
year,

A decapitated snail, if kept in a
moint place, will in & few days growa
new head, and it will be just aeservice:
able ns the original one wan.

Every language containe such names
us cockoo, peswit, whipporwill and
othera in which the sonnd emitted by
the animal is imitated ae the name.

As late an 1082 squirts weire used for
extinguishing fire in England, and
their length did not exceed two or three
feot with pipes of leather. Wateretight
seamiess Lhose was first made in Bethna)

Gresn in 1790,

INEED OF THE CANAL.|

NICARAGUA DITCH WOULD SAVE
TIME AND MONEY,

As n Buiiness Venture Alone the
Proposed Artery, It Is Claimed,
Would Be a Big Bonanza in the Way
of Tolls and Lock Charges,

That the proposed Nicaraguan eanal is
vital to the interests of the United States
was emphatically demonstrated during
the recent war with Spain when our bat-
tleship Oregon wus compelled to muke her
long voyage down around the Horn to
reach the scene of naval operations. The
apprehension of the American people dur-
Ing the long detour was painfully and just-
ly excited, while the Government was de-
prived of several weeks' service of its
finest man-of-war during the time it re
quired to =ail down the west coast of
Bonth America and up on the eastern side,
Then, ngain, the commercial benefits to be
derived by the completion of the proposed
short-cut waterway are inestimable. A
most comprehensive article on the subjeet
of the Nicdraguan canal has been writton
by Henry L. Sheldon, a Chicagoan, T
is said by experts to be the most comple
study of the canal question yet undertak-
en, Mr. Sheldon visited Nicaragua three
years ago and traversed the entire route
of the projected waterway, examined the
work done, and secured relinble data as
to cost and methods of construction. Mr.
Bheldon went not as the ngont of puy com-
pany or of the Government, but merely
ag an Individual having no interest, pe-
cuniary or friendly, with the ptesent com-
pany constructing the canal, and was
careful to incur no obligations  which
would prevent his taking an unbiased
view,

“It may be well to say at the ontset,"
writes Mr, S8heldon, “that 1 reached the
conclusion that the eanal in Nicaragua s
practicable, and can be construeted at a
208t on which fair returns ean be earned.
1t also seems clenr thit, for miny reasons,
It Is nut a sultable work for private eap-
ital to undertake, and that it will be bet-
ter that our Government should assist the
undertaking, There are strong equities
on the side of national aid, inasmuch as
the chief benefits will never be the tolls
collected from passing vessels, The canal
may so develop our trade with Bastern
Asla that a single year of that trade will
exceed in volume the total cost of
construction,  Its opening will donble
value almost every ncre of agricultural
land v Californin, Oregon and Washing-
ton, and the population of those States
will be more than donbled. For many
yeurs I have oceasionally visited the Pa-
cific const, for either business or pleasure,
and always the most striking aspect of
its condition has been the absence of ant-
isfactory markets for its products, Not g
bushel of its lnrge wheat erop comes to
the Atlantie const by rail, as wheat can-
not bear the cost of so long enrringe.
Neither can its lumber or ores come by
rail. In many places, after the farmer or
the fruit grower hns pald the charges of
transportation companies, there is little
or nothing leéft for him. The populntion
continues small beeause the markets are
80 inadequate. Twenty-five years' trial
has demonsteated that if railroads are to
be the sole means of communication the
development of the Pacific States will be
very slow. "The only promise of relief ix
In securing for these States some shorter
transportation to the Atlantic States, and
also to Burope. by water. Now, every-
thing ecarried by water most pass nround
Cape Horn. The only shorter route, ap-
parently practicable, is by way of a ship
canal across the isthmus, throngh Nicars-
gua, This will save 10,000 miles of the
distunce around Cape Horn, and will en-
able an ordinary stenmer to go from San
Francisco to New York in fourteen days.
The cxact distance, by such canal, will
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MAP SHOWING PRESENT ROUTE AROUND THE HORN AND THE SHORT-

CUT MADE BY THE

PROPOSED CANAL,

dining room. The cups and plates are
Knglish, the eutlery from Germany and
the waiters wear a sult of German
clothes. There probably will not be an
article imported from the United States
in the house except a sewing machine, The
demand is there, but we have earelessly,
almost good-naturedly, made no effort to
sell,

“In building up a foreign trade our nat-
ueal course will be to hegin with the coun-
tries where we shall meet least competi-
tion. In order to Le profituble, trade re-
quires to move along the lines of least
resistance, Our geographical situntion is
such that we are the natural producers
for all conntries bordering on the Paclfic
ocean, The relative distance of Baropean
manufacturers, as compared with our
own, gives us a grent advantage. The
idea of trying to sell mueh of our products
to China and Japan Is new to our people;
bt those countries are entering on a cn-
reer of great development, and why should
not the American people have a share in
supplying their wants? The teade reports
tell the story of their awnkening, The
purchases of their silver were:

In 1885, . .0snennnennes eas o $28,000,000
In 1B, cvivis eesaesves s 118,000,000
China bought from forelgn eountries:
In 1880, .0 venvnnvuanssnes $182,000,000
I J8D. S us s v seee e 248,000,000

“We have not been alive to this demand,
0Of Inpan's purchases nhroad of $1138,000,
000 In 1804, we sold ber anly $11,000,004),
We excelled In paying money to her, how-
ever, for In that year we bought of her
goods amounting to $143,000,000,  Or
China's purchases from other nations of

be 4,760 miles, ‘The ordinary railroad
freight service consumes from seventeen
to twenty-one duys, T'he canal line will
be only about 00 per cent longer than the
rall line,

Needed In the Time of War,

“Our country Is so widely extended,
8,000 miles from east 1o west, that cheap
and speedy water transportation like this
Is almort alsolutely peeded to bind apd
bold 1t more closely together, At present,
In time of war, such parts of onr growlng
pavy as might be on either the Atlantie
or the "aciiic side wonld be for a consld-
erable time of po use on the other ovenn,
The canal, when built, will promote the
development of better markets for our
manufactiures in forelgn countries border-
log on the Pacific. These ure lesy exposed
than those on the Atlantic to European
eompetition, ‘This notion cannot be con-
sidered a first-class power when our peo-
ple are only buyers from the rest of the
world. Bxporting agricultural products
doen not wake n great nation, The French
and the Germans do oot engage In such
exporiation, finding other activities to be |
more profitable. A glance at the principsl
food-exporting countries shows the truth,
Ther are such cotntries as Bouthorn Rus-
sia. Indla and, latterly, the Argentine
Republie, and they are poor, and they stay
poor, We need to keep our wheat, feed
our operatives with I, and send sbroad
the products they manufacture, The
change cannot come suddenly, but we
should plan and work for It. Bome peg-
le¢ted marketn are pear s, The Nio
Orande Is quite a small stream, One can
ride a horse acroms it from Texas into |
Mexziro and entering the first bhotel, ove
Bnds an Eoglish cloth oo the table In the

$243,000,000 in 1804, we supplied only
$10,000,000. We were good buyers, how-
ever, taking $25,000,000 of her products.
Our diplomntic agents report that with
more alertoess and enterprise we eould
have furnished to Japan, nnd at o repson-
able profit, 60 per cent of all her forvign
purchases in 1504, Oune reason why the
peaple of our gulf Btates are so unanls
mous for a cannl o Niearngun, ls that it
will open an additional market for thelr
cotton. The United Btates is the chiof
producer of the world's cotton, and prices
for this produet have been deplarably low
of late years, entailing great privations in
many Southern homes, It is the old story.
We have been prodocing more cotton than
we could find markets for. The new buy-
er of cotton Is Japan, That ecountry s
going strongly Into the manufacture of
colton goods, such as sre used by the peo-
ple of the warm countries, and now not
only exports these goods to Chioa, but
undersells the English ‘manufacturers In
thelr own dependency of Tndia”
Favors Government Ownerahlp,
Mr, 8heldon takes strong ground in fa
vor of absolute ownership and control of
the Niearagna canal by the United Btates
Government, “Congreas could prescribe

the tolls to be pald by swhips using the |

canal, making the charges suflicient to
meet the expenses of operation and a suit-

able interest on the eapital invested in the |

nndertaking and also, if considered advis
able, for an appual payment into a sink-
Ing fund, to meet, at maturity, any Gov-
ernment bonds which might have been
Isstied,

“As commeree Ineroased, the tolls could
be lowered, and any other redoction in
favor of Awmericun sulps, found desirable
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as an aid in building up our earrying
trade, could be mude by the same author-
ity. 1f any Buropean complications ns
to the use of the canal arose, our Govern-
ment would not be hampered by the exist-
ence of a cannl company, nor by being
obliged to obtuin the current actlon of
Niearngua and Costa Rica, but wounld be
in a position to declde for itself what
course to take. The possible claims of
England to joint control of the canal un-
der the Clayton-Bulwer treaty should he
ignored, Those cluims eould never be al-
lowed, and we probably would hear little
of them after we had constructed the
cinnl with our own money and were in
full possession. The Snez canal has been
nentralized by an agreement between the
great powers, but that waterway ls close-
ly connected with the Hastern question,
the balanee of power, and other large sub-
Jeets Involving the nations of Hurope,
There is no nnnlogy as to neutralization
between the situation at Buez and that at
Nicaragua.”
Eatimntes of Probable Revenne,

Mr. Bheldon's estimates of the probable
revenue to be derived from the cannl are
enconrnging., “As the conditions are so
similar, it 18 necessary, In taking a broad
view of probuble earnings, to consider the
business transacted by the Spez eanal,
The results there shown are more helpful
than mere estimutes; they are ascertuine!
fucts, That company deals with th
world's commerce, just as will be done In
Nicaragun, In 1805 its business amount-
od to 8,440,000 tons, It had then been in
operntion twenty-five years, The first
yenr, 1870, its business was only 430,000

\

MAP BIIUWIN(E ROUTE OF THE PROPOSED NICARAGUAN CANAL,

tona; in 1871, 760,000 tons; in 1872, 1,100,
000 tons, and there has been a fulely
steady Incrense  ever slnce, up to the
amount in 1895, Durlog all this thme the
volume of the world's commerce hins stend-
iy Increased, Not only has teade more
and more pdjusted Itself to the Sues foute,
but also the aggregate amount of trade
has become much lnrger, Bome allowanee
should be made for the advantuges pos-
sessed by the Spex eanal as a now well
ontablished route, Takivng Ita business
elght yenrs ago may be a fale offsct for
this item, The amount for 1888 exceeded
000,000 tons. The enrlier Suez tolls were
277 per ton, which have been gradunl
ly redoced the past twenly yenrs, and
teaflic Is not prepared now to stand heavy
charges In any direction. A modernte
tariff will be lo every way desirable, A
favorable, but approximnate, estimate of
the possible revenues In Mlearagua wonld
be an follows: With tolls nt $1.50 per ton
at the outset, and a business of at lonst
6,000,000 tons after the eanal Is falely In
pperation, n grows Income of $O,000,0080)
would be ohtalned, Administration, maln
tenanee and operation for 1805 cost the
| Buex canal about §1,800,000, Taking into
luecount all the dam and ewmbankmont
work at Nlearagua, an well an the heary
rainfall, ap allowance of $8,000,000 us an
fnnmlli nyerage for expenses may be falr,
leaving n not income of $6,000,000. An
}unrh-rtnhing of this charactor In to be
gone into only aw a long-term Investment,
and the earnings for the first few years
after It la completed are not to be conwld
ered us sullicient for o final Judgment, The
| greatest earnings will come later on,
“The canal route, as at present projeet-
,ed, 1a to be 174 milea long trom Brito on

" the Pacific to Greytown on the Atlantie,

The first balf mile from Brito s at sea
level. Then in two miles the eanal rises
110 feet, throngh three locks to the sum-
weet level, 151 miles long, then in 414 miles
it descends, through three locks, to sea
level sgain, and then continues at sea
level 914 miles to Greytown, The esti-
mated time required for an  ordinary
steamer to erpss from one ocean to the
other is twenty-eight hours, Eleetric
lighting is to make passage by night quite
feasible, The allowance for passing
through locks is forty-five minutes for
each lock, Only twenty-six miles of the

[ 168 miles of eanal is to be through excava-

tions, Bome twenty-one miles is through
basins, and 121 miles through the lake
and the river, Provision should he made
from the first for increasing the accommo-
dation when it shall become necessury,
Widening cnn be carried on at the same
time that vessels are passing. 8o can
deéepening. To increase the gize of the
loeks, however, will canse all traffe to be
suspended, The locks in the present plans
appear to be too small for permanent vse,
They are ench to be GO feet long, T0 feet
wide, and 28 feet deep.”
History of the Canal fcheme,

In December, 1881, Benator Miller of
California introduced a bill in Congress
to incorporate "The Marine Canal Com-
pany of Nicaragua,” with the purpose of
constructing the eanal. Gen. U, 8, Grant,
Howard Potter, K. D, Morgan, H. J, Jew-
ett and other prominent capitalists were
concerned in the proposed enterprise, ‘'he
bill met with bitter opposition in Congress,
and was utterly defeated by the tailure
of the Marine Bank of New York, in
which the Grunts were ruined financially,
The Nicarngua Canal Company was in-
vorporated In 1887, with former Senator
Warner Miller as president, and for a
time made good progress, Its success in-
duced opposition, and In 1889 the Mari-
time Cannl Company of Nicaragua, which
received the sanction of President Cleve-
land, was incorporated. Hiram Hitch-
cock was the first president, but he was
subsequently succeeded by Thomas B,
Atking, The work of digging the canal
was begun and continued until financial
misfortune overtpok the euterprise, the
construction compuny falling in the terrl-
ble panie of 18083, The contract for the
construction was then nwarded to Warner
Miller Nicaragna Company, which still
holds its concession. Many attempts have
since been made to secure the aid of the
Government, but the bills have failed to
pass both houses. Congress, however, au-
thorized the appointment of n technieal
commisgion of civil engineers to re-exam-
ine the canal line, and it is the report of
this commission which will be presented
to Congress in December,

The principsl authorities on transporta-
tion statistics have made estimates that
the Nicarngua route should divert from
2,000,000 to 3,000,000 tons of low-rate
freight, such as flour, drey goods, machin-
ery, conl, ete,, from the overland trafie,
Suppose 2500000 tons were diverted to
steamship lines from the Atlantie and galf
ports, going by the eanal ronte. With the
usual ocean tonnage from New York to
the Pacific, and other vessels which would
go through the canal, a conservative cal-
culation places the anonual freight ot
7,000,000 tons, At the lowest Sues canal
rate this would glve an annual revenue of
$12,810,000, The route in favor runs from
Groytown on the Atlantie const, via the
San Juan river and Lake Nicaragua to
Brito, on the Pacific. The totnl distance
is 174 miley, divided as follows:

Miles,

Brito to lake...... Vot e et iinl

RN

Lake Lajus to San Joan river.. ... 550
Sluck water In the SBan Juan. . .,.. ., 08,04
San Franeclsco Basin Ochon to Bast-

g i 15T O ST U P < 12,01
Cut throngh the Eastern divide. . ... 3.00
Cannl o Greylown. . cv.iviqeisnas 16,48

The Niearngua canal route was sure
veyved first by Col, O, M. Childs in 1852
for the then existing Transit company
which had established transisthmian com-
munication with Cnlifornin by steamen
from Grevtown by way of the 8an Juan
rlver to Yirgin bay on the west shore of
Lake Nicaragun, and thence by stage to
San Juan del Bur, about cight miles south-
enst of Brito, The route selected by Col
Childs, who was an cminent engineer,
has not been nproved upon very greatly
hy subsequent surveys, The last survey,
mnde by Mr. Menocal for the Govern-
mont, lays the line along the Lajus and
Rio Grande rivers on the west, Hetween
the headwaters of these rivers and the
divide in lower and the route more practl-
cal than anywhere else, From there the
route leads neross the lake, thence by way
of the Ban Juan river and canal cut to
Greytown.

Tolstol's Colonles,
Tolatol colonles are Increasing in
Russia. The Tolstolans, of course, llve
together, having constructed thelr own
houses and thelr own furnlture; there
I nothing new in this, the tale has been
told Dbefore, What I8 remarkable fs
the arrangement of the mutoal dinling
table In the Tolstol table d'hote, The
bowl of the communlty—a bowl of
goup—Is shared among six persons
ench dipping Into the same dish, but
having the right of personal property
in the matter of n wooden spoon and
salt, Bread also ls private to the In
dividual Thus the six consumers get
a falr start nod then they are all oft
together, But one would have thought
this o fatal arvangement.  Age, tesih
nnd digestion arve sadly unequal, What
1% there to prevent the venerable grand-
mother from belng left hopelessly be-
hind by lvan the Terrible, her youth-
ful grandson, who (reats the whole
course ns n polot-to-point rnce, nnd so
shows forth the eternnl lnequallty of
things? It 18 added that there s a
beautiful slmplicity and  decency In
these repasis; and that there are three
napkins to énch symposium.  Thus we
have six consumers to obe bowl and
three napking to =lx consumers, Hut
some will do well to avold the table
d'hote a la Tolstol.

Thunderstorms In Jamaloa,

At Port Royal, Jamalea, for six
months In the year thunderstorms are
of nlmogt dally oceurrence, and guests
to plenies and garden parties are usu-
Lally Invited to nssembile “alter the thun-
derstorm."”

All Huabands o,

He—When we are marcled 1 will U
it your fect

Bhe (Interrupting)—Yes, and to my
face, 1 supposs,

The Freuch may be fekle In every-
thing else, but they are always fulthful
in thelr love—of change.

Cemeny Shipmani.

The British ship Port Elgin lias ar.
rived at Beattle from Belgium with
8,000 tons of cement, most of which in
for the government fortifications at
Point Wilson. ®he s discharging at
the West EBeattle elovator, and will
lnter lond wheat for Balfovr, Gathrie
& Co., destined for the United King-
dom, The Blairgowrie in chartered
to bring oement fiom Antwerp, The
City of Florence will be due in a
month with genernl cargo from Liver-

| for Victoria and Vancouver; the
lanrig ie on roule to Vancouver

with genoeral cargo from Liverpool, and
the Dromburton s out from London
sinoe Beptember 21 with a oargo chiefly
ol cement for Vancouver and Taooma

Hop Lands In Demand,

It seemme thas Californin  bopdeslers
are turning their sttention w  the
Northwest, roalizing it is & splendid
fluld for tne hop indostre,  For muny
yeurs San Frangisto dealors bhave had
regldent agents 1o the centers of oor
principsl hop districts, und thin yenr
acreage huw boon sequired wiso in Brig.
jsh Columbis, Messrs, Horst Brothers,

the well-known hop merchanis of San
Franeisoo, huve leased the hop ranches
of Messra, Hamersley, Bich & Lune;
MeDonald snd Captain Moore, near
Agnesig, comprigiog in all some 800
wores,  Preparations  for the coming
poeason are pow being made M, J.
Herman, another bop merchant of Ban
Franoisco, is looking over the fleld with
n view, it in stated, of commencing
business in the provinee,
Guining Alusks Trade,

The fiest big order, 600 tons, for
Aioska, in being filled by Vancouver,
I8 O, merchants, Bpecial Induce-

maents aio bolog made t6 the northern
merohants and the Vanoouver papers
claim this to be the first large order
they have secured in direot competition
with the principal outfitting hovses of
Portlund, Seattle and Tacoma, The
goods will be sent north in a Canadign
bottom, Vietoria is also secaring somae
of thin trade, the Yukon Tradirg Com-
pany having placed an order thors, one
itam of whioch wans for 4,000 pairs of
| overalls, The Pacific Contract Coms
pany, building the White Pasa & Yu-
koo tallway, b gotting Ita supplies {rom
| Vietoria merchants.




