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TOPICS OF

E THE TIMES.

Hobson seems to be sharp as a raiser.

We still inglst that It shonld be called
the “Yankee-Spankee" war.

When Rudyard Kipling fired his Int-
est poemn be evidently was “loaded for
bear.”

It isn't exactly for Its land value that
England wants upper Africa. It evl
dently has sand enough,

The Dowager Duchess of Suther-
land's dlamonds have been stolen, but
the name of her play lias not yet been
announead,

Col. Warlng was a sacrifice to sel-
ence, but he died a hero just as truly
as any man who fell at El Caney or
Ban Juan,

That New York fellow who Ia shown
to have fifty wives Is in a position to
understand the full foree of the mother-
in-law joke.

Elln Wheeler Wileox has published
an interesting article on “How to Be
Lovable Though 014" What does Ella
Know about that?

Tennessee now comes to the front
with a missing cashler who s graphle-
ally described as “6 feet 2 Inches tall
and about $14,000 short.”

A Coplorado editor who transiates the
national motto, I pluribus unum—""ont

of mouney, one,” evidently shoots much "

nearer the mark than he Imagines,

“Was the war a complete fallure?"
asks the Boston Advertiser. Consider-
fng the fact that it Increased the price
of beans It must be admitted that Jt
wias,

The Crar's disarmament proposition
might with profit be tried first on Rud-
yard Kipling. What Is the use of golng
ahead If Rudyard will not lay down his
gun?

American game may be getting less
In some sectlons, hut that it's keeplng
up in other directions 1s shown by the
announcement that 7,000,000 packs of
ciards are sold yearly.

Speaking of the golf champlon, Beat-
rix Hoyt, the Boston Herald says: “Bhe
Lasg a maw's arm and g man's clear
eye.” Well, she probably will get the
rest of hlin sooner or later,

The Austrian anthorities would not
allow Mark Twaln's remarks at the
Vienna peace eonference to be publizh-
ed.  Those susplelons forelgoers evi-
dently are afrald that Ameriean humor
18 loaded,

It seems that several eminent phys!
elung have come to the conclusion that
fatigne s a disense, That 1s well. Now
if they will discover the baelllius of fa.
tigue nnd then perfect a system of (noe-
ulation agalpst [t—what a gay old worlid
it will be,

That man Anthony who, when hlown
up on the Malne, saloted Captaln Sigs.
bee nnd gald, "Sir, 1 have Lo report that
the ship hag been Blown up and |5 shik-
Ing.” evidently Is totally devold of fear
I the faee of peeil, e was married the
other day.

Street sweeplogs 10 the estimatod
amount of three milllow tons are col
lected every yenr in the cltles of the
United Bintes, Most of this material
Is elther wsed for “flling™ or thrown
away; but the Depariment of Agricul
ture learns (hat In some places far.
ers secure the sweepings for fertilizing
purposes, and that the farmers In such
coses, wWith few exceplions, report ex
cellent resulis,  Binee the disposition of
refuse  In sometimes o serlods
problem, the fact seems to e worth
conslderation on the part of town and
country allke. Ope of our worst faulls,

sk

as a people, In a porsistent disregard
of the troth that to prevent waste In
all such waya Is to Increase wenlth
The clvll war camwe to ah ond In
April, 185, bt the natlonal debt in-
ereascd more thin two hundeed milllon
daollars fore the end of Angust, when
It reachel s highest point, in splte af

the most extensive and nll I‘Illhl‘lll‘l-llﬂ
tax sysiem the world has evor kuown,

The war with Bpalo has been much loss
costly, hut it Is a conservitlve estimnte
that dess thab onehalf the total ox-

Periise Wis Incureed before the terms of
pedce were offered to Spaln,  1f that be

food, some Interesting facts can be
gleaned, In France chestnuts largely
take the place that Indian corn occun-
ples as a cheap food in this country.
Especlally {s this true in the central
districts of France, where large planta-
tions of chestnut trees supply a cheap
and nutritious food for the peasantry,
who often make two meals a day upon
chestnuts, These nuts are eaten bolled,
roasted, steamed and in a varlety of
ways constitute a dally article of food.
In Italy the slopes of Aetna are esti-
mated to produce annoally elghty to a
hundred tons of chestnuts, though In-
ferfor In quality to the fine, large nuts
of Calabria. Here, as In France, chest-
nuts during the fall and winter season
furnish a considerable part of the food
of the poorer classes and are cooked In
a variety of ways. Ground they are
made into o kind of cake by the peas-
ants of the Apennines, but the result,
atleastio Amerlean taste, 18 not encour-
aging. Walnuts are also grown all over
France as an artlele of food, for the
purpose of making ofl, and to adulterate
butter, The peasants eat them with
bread rubbed with garlic and they are
consldered to be an exeellent substitute
for meat, Both In France and In Italy
almonds are grown largely, though not
used for food as extensively as chest-
nuts ard walnuts. In Italy there are
extensive almond orchards, TFllberts,
or hazel nuts, plstachios, pine nuts, ete.,
are all eaten more or less in all these
countries, ns they are In the United
States, not ns a,main food supply, but
a8 rellshes and desserts, The common
and chenp peanuts of the United States
are not avallable In Europe and prices
are 8o high ns to make them a Juxury,

When we smile at the excessive con-
servatism of the English in refusing to
adopt a declmal system of money, and
sticking to thelr Inconvenlent reckon-
lng In pounds, shillings and pence, are
we sure that we arve not throwing
stones through our own glass house?
How many ounces are there In a
pound? Twelve of one kind In one sort
of a pound, sixteen of another kind In

COURAGE:

Beacause 1 hold it sinful to despond,
And will not let the bitterness of iife
Blind me with burning tears, but look
beyond .
Tts tumult and strife; }TEm
Becanse T lift my head above the mist,
Where the sun shines and the broad
breezes blow,
By every ray and every raindrop kissed
That God's love doth bestow;

Think you I find no bitterness at all;
No burden to be borne, llke Christinn's
pack?
Think you there are no ready tears to fall,
Because I keep them back?

Why should T hug life’s ills with cold re-

Berve,
To curse myself and all who love me?
Nay!
A thousand times more good than I de-
RETVE

God glves me every day.

And in ench one of these rebellious tears
Kept bravely back he makes n rainbow
shine;
Grateful I take his slightest gift; no fears
Nor any doubts are mine.

Dark skies must clear, and when the
clouds are past,
One golden day redeems a weary year;
Patient I listen, sure that sweet at last
Will sound His voice of cheer.

IN THE ELEVATOR.

AMPERTON stopped
at the hotel desk long
enough to read the
letter which was
banded to him with
his key; then he start-
ed for his rooms to
dress for his elub din-
ner,

But the club dinner
wns no longer In his
mind, The contents of
that letter engrossed
his thoughts to the ex-

another sort. Three feet to a yard; five
and a half yards to a rod. ‘Thirty-twe
quarts In a bushel. Aup aecre cannot be
made into a perfect square, but s a
plece of ground ten by sixteen rods,
making forty-three thousand, five hun-
dred and slxty squure feet, A cuble
yard containg nine cuble feet, These |1-
Iustrations shiow what o waste of time
nnd energy there Is In converting our
own welghts amd measures from one
unit to another. 1t 18 all wveedless
waste, ns we know from the efise with
which we deal with our money unit
Our readers will perfiaps be tired of be-
Ing told that In all the civillzed world, |
Eugland, Russia and the Unlted States |
are the only countries which do not use |
the metrie system for all purposes, 1f
we are asked why we do not use It we
eannot reply that our method Is better.
We can glve no better exense than that
we are too conservative, that the
chanpge 18 “too much bether,' that we
are too lazy to couformn to a system
which I8 a8 far superior to that we em-
ploy us the dollars anid cents of our
woney are more convenlent than the
British pounds, shillings and pence, It

would not be a bad ldea for the young I
people of the land to organlze them-

selves lnio o metrie lengue, to urge on

the change which must come sooner or |
lnter, Perhaps the present generation |
of statesmen I8 too “old-fogyish” to
bring about the reform. Let the school-
boys and schoolgirls familiarize them-
selves with the metrle system, employ
It o thelr gnmes, and make thelr opin-
lon of It known by monster petitions to
the powers that be,

BABY'S EDISON'S CRADLE.

Edison's Awsintants Prosented Him
with This Auntomtntic Tender,
When Thomas A, Edison's second
duughiter wus born bis technleal assist-
ants In the laboratory at Orange pre
sented him with plans for a cradle In-
tended to suve Mrs, Edison much of the
worry amd trouble usually experienced
by mathers, Several other ldeas were
submitted to the committee, but the
thought of the wizard ambling up and
down the room In the dead of night, oo |
castonally stepping on a semi-submerg-
ed tack, was too much for them, so the
cradle was declded on, 1t was ('nlh-d|
the “nutomatle electrie baby tendor.”
It was an ordinary ceadle with Ingeni:
ous deviees for the child's comfort at
tached.. Immedintoly above the spot
where the buby's head would He was a
dinphragm, somowhat Hke a telephone
recolyer, If the Infant sbould start ery-
Iug ot the very fiest wall communicn-
thon was established between the din.

“wame time the erndle was se
by means of a small motor,  If the re
monsteance continned beyond A certaln
thme the cloek released a lever and an

s, Hhe war cost, directly, two hundred
millions.  Tudirectly, the larger ariny
needod 1o occopy new possesslons wil
catse a large permanent chnrge on the
revenme, sl we may assime thiat the
WAar taxes bave coine to stay,

e Orlpans family In France has )

ways beon fawous for Its small scon
omive, King Louls Phllippe was snoer-
ek ot im bds Uiie as o man “who connted
hiw ponnies,” s descondants also
have the reputation of belog penurions
I the use of thelr nmple wealith, ‘I'he
hend of the house s the Due @'Orloans,
who would e King W the mouarchy
wore restopm) Il recent manifesto
respocting the Deeyfus aWalr conlirms
the popular view of the family falling

Tustend of sending It to the beadguar
ters of bis party In Marls I\_\' N essen
ger puipowered o have 1t printed as a
poster il plaearded whiere ev ory one
econhd see 11, he put 1 s oo ordinary ems
velope sl posted It by mall st the s
pariise of five cents without warning bis
ngvnts by telegraph of his fntentions,
I conmeguence of his bad management
the manifoato Wwas l‘tl]] ]ﬂll!‘ﬂﬂll"{‘ in A

fow pliees, and was lsughed at whee
ever U owas road, Mo was rlidionlsd by
the videvinrd wits ns n Pretewder, who
coulil it aford to spend mare than a
Ave conl sinmp even when & Throns was
In sight. There was the samwe kind of
wit In Louts Phllippe's Ume. The Wind
breggar, Inte whose hat the smallest
Fronch eoln was thrown by & hystand
er, exclalmed; “That must have been
st Orieans prinee!™ Al Parls wan stip
red with werriment when the story was
told In priut
- — ]
From advance sheels of consular re

poris from Prance, 1aly and 831ia an to
o sxlont W which nuts are used as

arm atiached to the side of the eradle
toperated by what 18 called a bell erank
lever), earcying a nursing bortle, wins
swung over the haby's mouth, 1If hun
ger was ool the trouble and the walls
continuned snother arm on the opposite
mlde swung over the child's mouth with
paregoric, - Al the same time the dlee

trie current was turned Into & set of

BABY EDISON'S BELECTHIC CHADLE,

wagnets placed around the cradle, and
any plo which might e causiog the
troable would be al once remioved, If
the yolls d0ntinudd the “thirty hind de
grea” was applied, Two arws, Iying
fat in the eradle uuder Lhe hahy, were
slowly radsod and the olild tyrned over,
Then an clectrie spanker fastencd (o
the footboard procovded to do Its work
with veaitess and dispatel,

Howaver, Mr. Edison persisis iu re
garding the baby's cradle as & joka

phragm and an electrie clock. At t'In.-'

|

eluglon of everything else.

It was from his late travellng com-
panlon, Biréh, whom he had left in Par-
{8 & month ago, and who now wrote
from London to tell him that the Kings-
leys had quit the continent and were
Intending to sall for Amerlen at once,

“So the coast i elear, old man, and
you can come back,” declared the writ-
er, persuasively. “You were an ldiot
ever to run away as you did. Joln me
here In a fortnight and we'll be In time
for that Mediterranean trip,"

Camperton’s Jaws were set and his
brows contracted as he stepped Into the
elevalor,

He kuew that the Kingsleys, In re-
turning to America at this tlme, were
curtalling thelr original Buropean pro-
gram by at least glx months. And it
wns easy to guess the reason,

They were coming home to prepare
for thelr daughter's marriage to her
titled #ultor. The Count himself, no
doubt, would follow In a short time to
clnlm his bride,

“And I must get away before they ar-
rive,"” deelded the young man, “I'll go
back to Europe by the next steamer.”

Through the mist of his mental ab-
straction he ohserved that the elevator
bhad an ocenpant besldes himself—a
womnn who had seated herself In a
shadowy cormer of the ear; but her
presence did not ehange the current of
his thoughts,

The eleyvntor enme to o swilden stop—
so sudden, ndeed, that Camperton, not
belng prepared to cheek his upward
course all at once, Involuntarlly rose to

| his tiptoes, waving his arms llke a huge

bird about to take flight, and then
plrouetted geacefully toward the other
padsenger o the corner,

“There Ia no danger, madame,” he be-
gan, In his most renssuring tones,
“We're fast between two floors and
must walt & while—"

He stopped short as he noted, with
surprise and alarm, the attitude of the
Indy. She was still sitting In her corner
and was holding a handkerchlef over
her face, while little convulisive quivors
and shrugs of the shoulders Indleated
that she was weeping.

In his contrition and hls deslre to
soothe her harrowed feellngs he was
about to sit down beslde her, when a
pound that was strangely Hke a glggle
eame from behind the handkerchlef.

Catmperton started up, Hushing hotly.

“Do forglve mel” And the laughing
volee suddenly becnme conxing, "1
know 1t Is rude of me to lnugh, but O,
Mr, Camperton, you ean’t imagine how
funny you looked Just now, when you
went hopping and walizing about and
kneeling at my feet—for all the world
like a performing bear!™

Camperton did not hear. He was star.

Urocking yne at her In blank amasement, He

mude severnl attempts to speak before
the words would come,

“Miss Kingsley," he managed to ar
tleninte nt Inst. s beart had alinost
stopped at the moment of recognltion,
but It was now beatlog furlously. “I
suppose this s your astral body, It
cannot be your real self.”

“0, but It sl sald the girl with anl-
mation. “We eame over In the Cam-
patln, which arrived this morning, and
we are stopping at this hotel uatll our
house Is put In order,”

“Wel"

“Of course: papa and 1. You don't
suppose | would come nlope "

“I-1 didn't koow. 1 was not exactly
expecting you to come at all, Your
plans, as | upderstand them, would
hitve kept you abroad the rest of the
year”

Miss Kingsley dropped het eyos,

“It Is alwnys easy o change ohe's
plans, you know,™ she sal, betrayiong
a slight confasion. “You did pot honor
me with an explavation of why you left
Europe.”

“Hat the note!™ he exclalmed,

*The note, Mr. Camperton 1™

“And my letter? Do you mean that
you idld not read my letror through—the
one 1 sent 1o you at Hotel Continental
two days before my departure*

“I recolved no lelter from you™

“Buat, Miss Kingsley, you—you an-
swored It You told me not to mention
the subject agnln, and you are annayed
becuuse | have losisted on reminding
you of that letter, But | only want to
saplain why | wrote It Al Paris was
L founecting your name with that of the
Count, and there wore peralstent ro
mors that you were to become his wife,
It was common talk that your father
bad sot his beart ou the maich, and po-
body seemed o questlon your willlng
bons 1o becuime & countess. The rumoers
,And the gossip bad & most depressing
| et upon me. | think vou know, Miss

Kingsley, what my own hopea were, 1
had loved you for a year, although I
bhad made no confession, 1 could not
belleved that you cared for the Count,
or that you would saerifice yourself for
a title, even to please your father. But
the anxiety and suspense beenme so In-
tolerable that I resolved to end the un-
certalnty and learn my own fate. Ow-
Ing to your father's esplonage 1 was
unable to find an opportunliy to speak
with yon alone. 8o 1 wrote that letter,
confessing my love, begglng the right
to put an end to the rumors concerning
you and the Coung telling you how
anxlously I should wlat for an answer,
and assuring you that if my offer were
rejected 1 would leave Parls and-Eu-
rope and never annoy you again.”

“I never recelved the letter;” she sald,
softly, without looklng up.

“Never recelyed it! Then how do youn
explain the answer?’ he demanded.

“1 wrote that note—yes; but not In
answer to any communication from
you. It was not lotended for you. I
do not know how It came into your pos-
sesslon. You wlill see that the upper
part of the sheet has been carefully cut
off. On the detached part was the
name of the person to whom It was ad-
dressed."”

She ralsed her eyes, and he saw that
there were tears In them, but before he
could speak she asked: “IMNd you send
your letter to me by post or by messen-
g‘ﬁl‘?"

“Why, I sent It by Tomasso, the little
Itallan, whom I often employed In that
way."

“And he brought youn the answer?”

“Certalinly.”

“Ah!Tthink I understand It now,” she
sald, her expression showing the light
of a sudden convietlon. "Tomagso, as
we afterward learned, was in the pay
of this Count, who employed him to spy
on the movements of people whom he
deslred to keep under survelllance. It
was he, [ am now sure, who Intercepted
your letter and sent back to you thils
note. His object was to get you out of
the way. The note was orlginally ad-
dressed to him—In reply to his third
proposal of marrlage—and he cut off
his own name and sent it to you."

Camperton lstened lke one In a
trance. Then he erled out sharply:

“Do you mean to say you are not en-
gaged to the Count?"

“Engaged! Why, I hate him! He Is a
wicked, designing man. Papa himself
Ia convinced of that now. It was on
his nccount—to get rid of his persistent
attentions—that I prevalled upon papa
to take me home before we had finished
our travels, 0, Jack—Mr, Camperton!
how could you belleve such a thing of
me?"

Ten minutes later, when they were
relegsed from thelr Imprisonment In
the elevator, they parted with the un-
derstanding that they were to meet in
the Kingsleys' parlor within an hour.
And there wasa vacant seat at the elub
dinner that nlght—Woman's Home
Companion.

Antidote for a Soldier.

They were at the first matinee after
the return from the summer in different
places. They were exchanging confl-
dences.

“What sort of n looking dnan ls he?"
usked one,

“Oh, tall and thin, handsome, smooth
face,"

“Is ha n swell?”

“Indeed, he ls. ITe wears evening
dress every nlght, whether he's golng
to a party or not.”

“Does he say ‘bean’ or ‘bin? "

“Always says ‘bean,’ nnd earrles hils
handkerchlef o his sleeve,”

“How about hls ‘a's? "

“Why, he uses broad ones, and I
benrd that he took a cold bath every
morning, whether the weather was hot
or freezing.”

“Really, and you know
You lucky girll
swell"

“And he wears his tronsers turned up
whitever the weather |s"

“You lueky girll Cun't you biing h'm
around to call on Bunday? I'd ke
Clara to see him. BShe's so stuck up
about that soldler of hers who never
got any nearer the fighting than
Tampa."—Clleago Inter Ocean,

him well?
He must be n regular

What American Bimpliolty Means.
Baron Plerre de Coubertin writes an
artiele for the Century on “Bullding Up
a World's Falr ln France." Baron Cou-
bertin says: Not long ago 1 read In a
French newspaper that the Emperor
Willlam, while studylng In detall the
conduct of the Spanish-American war,
had been particularly Impressed by the
excellence of the cltizen soldiery of the
United States and by the efMelent ald
which they rendered the regular troops,
This, however, was Do surpeise o me,
for I have long been of the oplnjon that,
even In the art of war, the thousand
and one complientions with which the
old world la saddled are ln no wise In-
dispenanble, and that, although It may
not be possible to lmprovise soldlers,
there should be lttls dificulty in mwnk-
Ing good soldlers ont of free eltizens,
In short, we see that though Europe,
through all phases of natlonn) exist-
ence, has rematned complioated, Amer-
len Las retaloed Its original simplieity,
which, Indeed, Is the chlef charncteris-
tle of transatiantle clvillzation, and
glves It Just that plasticlty, that poss)-
bility of progress, that rapldity of real-
leation, which makes It a civillzation
superior In many polnts to onrs,

That beautifol transparent stone call.
ed Tabris marble, much used In the
burial places of Persin and In  thelr
grandest edificos, conalsts of petrified
water of ponds In certaln parts of the
country, This petrifaction may be
traced from s commencement to Its
termination: In one part the water is

clear, In a second It appears thieker
atd stagnant, 1o a third guite black, |
and In fe last siage It s white ke |
froat, When the opemtion s complete |
a stone thrown on lis surface makes no
Iwipression, and ove may walk over It
without wettlug one's shoes, The sulr
stance thus produced Is  brittle and '
trapsparent, and someflmes richiy
siriped with rwd, green aud copper col- |
or, So moch is this marble, which may
be cut Into large slabs, looked a N
luxury that sone but the king, nonm

TOPICS FOR FARMERS

A DEPARTMENT PREPARED FOR
OUR RURAL FRIENDS.

Every Farmer £hould Put Up His
Own lce Bupply-Fall Plowing as
a Remedy for Grasshoppers — The
Hedge as & Vermin Breeder,

Tee during the heated season of the
year I8 a luxury few farmers enjoy be-
cause of the expense attached to keep-
ing refrigerator and dalry supplied.
True, it Is onl¥y a few cents' worth per
day, yet In a season the fce bill wpuld
far exceed the amount the avernge
farmer could afford to expend. He Is
kept from putting up his own lce by
the notlon that seems to be prevalent
that an ice house is an expensive af-
falr, and the success of packing a
doubtful sequence. This Is a mistaken
Idea. Below we give a description of a
fifty-ton ice house and the method of
packing the lce which has stood the
test and proven both practical and
cheap, The house can be of any size
desired, this being larger than most
farmers require. A good plan Is to get
several nelghbors to put up the bulld-
ing and pack together, sharing the first
expense and after labor, g

The bullding should be sltuated on
ground that is high enough to drain the
surface water away from It, as It has
no floor. It Is 10x16x10 feet, the walls
made double, with an Sinch space be-
tween the outside and inside sheeting.
This space is packed with straw and
chafl pounded In as closely as possible.
A good roof that will pot leak I8 re-
fuired; In this house boards with bat-
tened cracks will prove all right and
muech cheaper than shingle,

But one opening is necessary, the door
through which to put in and take out
the fce. This Is about 214x4 feet square
and B inchies In thickness, to correspond
with the walls of the bullding. It is
made llke a box 2%4x4 fect, and 8 inehes
deep, filled llke the wall with chaff or
strany,

Before packing, fill the bottom of the
room with about 8 Inches, of cinders or
some such substance that will readily
take n the water, Pack the lee on this,
léaving a space of from 8 Inches to a
foot between the lee and walls to be
filled In with sawdast, chall or straw.
This should be cramped In as tightly as
possible.  All the cracks and crevices
between the lee cakes should be filled
in with pounded lce, making the mass
a8 compact as can be. Ice put up In
this way will not melt down a foot In
the whole season. It will not melt if
the sun, rain and ale are excluded, and
1 rensonable chance glven it to drain
off the little water which comes from
It.—Epltomist,

Plowing to Kill Grasshoppers,

In presenting helpful and timely
notes on a few of the many jonsects
agalnst which farmers may have enuse
to use preventlve measures the Michi-
gan statlon advlses as follows:

The best known remedy for grasshop-
pers Is tall plowlbg for the destruction of
the oggs. Where this practice can be reg-
ularly carried on over large areas the
grasshoppers are not likely to become
tronublesome, but there is always some
stump or neglected lane which would be
difficult or lmpossible to plow, or else
there Is some farmer who will refuse to
plow his land, and these lanes and un-
plowed lots will fornish places for the
hatching of enough locusts to infest an
entire neighborhood,

The eggn are lnid in pods containing
about twenty-five or thirty eggs, These
pods nre made of mucus, which is given
out with the eggs during the process of
lnying and dries down hard, becoming
brittle and impervious to moisture,  The
sugs nre thos provided with waterproot
covering about three-fourths of an inch
long and smaller in diameter than a lead
pencil, The pods dre concealed in holes
in the sod in which they were formed.
These fragile little pods of eges are open
it the upper end, providing a place for
the eseape of the young locusts, Now If
the sod be plowed under most of the egg
pods are turned wrong slde up, besides
belng buried so deep that the young locust
will never be able to escape, Then, too,
muny are broken, and molsture thus gains
suteanee and leads to the destruetion of
the oggs. It 1s Hkely also that the plowing
will expose many to their natural enezsies,
siuch an birds, shrews, mice, ete,

A good rolling after the plowing and
dragging will pack the dirt so tight that
very few will escape. To be of the most
value the plowing must be goneral. No
stripa nlong fences, no lanes of any size,
und no clearings containing brush and
stumps should be allowed to seed the rest
of the farm.

When it Is abrolutely Impossible to turn
the mod under In these places, recourse
may be had to another remedy—viz., poi-
soned balts, Bran mixed with paris groen,
nwing 1% to 2 pounds of the poison Lo 20
pounds of bran, should be stirred ap with
water to the consistency of dongh, Bome-
times cheap molasses s added to make it
stick: together better, This is made up
into smnll balls and placed about the fleld.
The groatest care must be observed for &
long thme after using these baits that no
live stock or poultry be allowed to gain
access, and If it in impossible to complete-
Iy exclude them it is best not to use the
balts,

Hodges un Vermin Precders.

Nobody now talks about the hedge as
n cheap fence, though Ita other recom-
mendation of belng permanent unfor-
tunntely still bolds good. Except for
o <border around some suburban resl
denee the hedge Is a pulsance, and s
now little planted. In the conutry It is
eapecially objectionabile, as It keeps on
growing unless cut back every year or
two, and lin roots éxtend on either side,
robblng the cultivated land of molsture
and plant food that the crops require,
Most commonly the hedge s bullt
mround the orchard, possibly with the
Idea that it will protect the frult from
thitevon,  Instead of this, the hedge s
apt to stie the ambition of all the boys
it the nelghborbood to try whother they
eannot get through 1, aml we never
saw the hedge that could keep an active
boy out of where he wanted 1o go, But
the worst of all the evils of the hellge
around an orchard is that it s sure to

check thelr growth, that the wheat will
tiller or spread to either side, getiing n
firm hold of the soll, and also et the
same fime sending up slde shoots that
will make a spreading habit of growth,
This protection will not prevent the
frost from going into the ground, but it
will shield It from the sudden changes
from freezing to thawing, and the re-
verse, that are far more Injurions than
steady cold weather would be, 1n fact,
the wheat grower is never better satis-
fled than when he finds fall sown w eat
frozen In the ground with a light fall of
snow over It, If wheat can be kept
covered with snow through the cold
weather that will prevent cold weather
from browning the leaves, and It will
come out in spring in good condition to
grow, Some wheat g owers harrow the
wheat In fall, but this brolses the
leaves;, nnd coming befo’ e cold wenther,
when the wheat plant is dormant, It s
too great a check to Its growth, Har-
rowlng In spring, {f possible before a
rain and followed by warm weather, Is
a mueh better practice.

Prices of Sugar Beets.

Western beet sugar makers are will-
ing generally to pay §4 per ton for bects
that show 12 per cent. of saccharine
matter. The pulp after the sweet has
been pressed out of It has some feed-
ing value, as have also the leaves. But
it Is difficult to keep them long In good
condition, as they sour and rot when
exposed to air. The rate of 12 per cont.
of sweet has been much excecded in the
East. In a favorable season, which s
oune rather dry and with mueh sun-
shine, beets have been grown that
showed 14 and even 18 per cent, of
sugar. In such cases, however, the
yield Is lessened. Twenty tous of heets
have been grown on an acre, but It
must be In a season so cloudy and
molst that the sugar percentage could
not exceed 12 per cent., If 1t Indecd
came up to that. Over four tons of
beet sugar per acre has been made In
Germany. There land suitable for
sugar beet growing brings high prices,
But In Germany sugar beet growlng is
made profitable by a government boun-
ty on all beet sugar that Is exported.

Fow Grass Eceds After Grain,

It is n common mistake of farmers in
sowlng grass or clover seeds with drill-
ed grain to try te sow It as quickly
after the grain |8 deposited as possible.
Muay graln drills have been made with
gruss seed sowers attached, so as to
drop the grass seed Immediately after
the geain drills had deposited the grain
and while the loosened soil was still
falling on the seed. The plea of course
Is that the grass sced s thus “better
covered.” It ls, In fact, usua'ly covered
much too deeply, sometimes not coming
up untll several weeks later., The truth
I8 that grasg sced on eunltivated soll
needs no covering save what ralos,
frost and meltlng gnows will give it
Nor Is It best with winter graln to sow
the grass seed until two to four weeks
after the graingls put on the ground.
In that way It will grow large enough,
and yet will not fnjure the gralu erop
the following season.

Bheep Breeding in the Arid Region.

The extensive cultivation of alfalfa
In some of the States where little
water falls s leading to the Introduc-
tion of sheep breeding and wool grow-
g as a leading Industry, The alfalfa
will grow and keep green In the dryest
thne, as It sends Its roots down deep
for molsture. The sheep also will live
with less water than nuy other farm
anlmal. In all our Bastern Rtates
shoep may be kept In summer on pas-
ture with no water except what they
get by eating grass at night or In early
morning, while it Is covered with dew.
Thia does not prove, however, that
sheep ean be kept on pasture In regloms
where dew seldom If ever falls. Even
with dew In the morning, If the
weather e warm the sheep will drink
some before night If they get the
chanee to do so,

Economy of the Silo,

Good sllage that has been well and
closely packed In the sllo Is ewtimated
to welgh about forty pounds per cuble
foot, and forty pounds Is also about the
ration allowed each cow for one day.
A sllo ten feet deep and ten feot square
will consequently hold 1,000 pounds of
enslinge, which will supply two cows
over four months, Such a silo I8 a
small one, but the estimate shows what
a lnrge proportion of food can be stored
away for winter In a small space by
the use of ensilage.

Variety of Feeding,

A quart of bran mixed with a peck of
cooked tornips will give better results
than when the same proportions of
bran or tarnips are fed sepamtely, for
the reason that the turnlps are com-
posed mostly of water and the mixture
Is more complete as & food, while the
bran I8 better digested whea fed with
the bulky food. Varlety In feeding
econduces to health, and the less valus-
ble fods become more valuable by
mixing them with substances that are
more concentrated and nutritious,

What to Do with Soft Corn,

If there Is woom under shelter, soft
corn should be spread thinly on the
fioor, %0 ns to keep It from heating
When freezing cold weather comes, |t
will freese dry, and may then Le ground
In the coly with greater advaninge than
to use [n any other way, But there w il
be a considerable part of the poorest
corn that has Witle corn on I, and whick
I# maluly cob. This can be beiter glven
while soft 1o eattle than fed In any
other way. In dsylog corn cobs, most
of thelr nutriment s jost, and ooly
when there Is conslderable corn on
thein will It pay to grind them for feed,

The Lady Apple,

It Is protmbly the small slze of this
varfety, as well an Its bright color and

good favor, that make It such a favorite
ou the parfor table. A plateful will give

.8 taste of apple 10 & great many people,

each taking a specimen, It has a small

' core, and In easily peeled, though many
| like the aromatle favor of apple skin,

"and prefer to eat it without peellng,

be surrounded by 127l grass, making the | Though a small varlety, It s a very
best possible harbor for rabbits, which sproductive apple, and always brings o

will go through and strip the bark from
apple trees. In most cases, los, the
bt will strlp the bhark from the
hedgerow trees, thus killlng them and

valor, :

The Mabit of Wheat
It Is lmpossible to grow good eraps
of winter wheat where fall droughts
are prevalent. It ls only where there
are enough fall ralos to beat down the
wader blades luto the soll, and thus

good price 1o the market,

SPANIARDS AND THE " MAINE.”

Capt. ' ignbee Tells of the Demonstra=
tions Against the Vessel,

Six bulls were killed at the Sunday
bull-fight, Our party arrived as the
first one was belug hauled away dead
After the fifth bull had been dispatched
it was declded, as a cousiderate meas-
ure in favor of General Parrado, that
we should leave the bullding and return -
to Havana early, so as to avold the
erowd. We therefore left very quletly,
Just before the sixth bull entered the
ring. We tried to reach the ferry
promptly, so that we might return to
Havana on a steamer having but few
passengers. Three members of our par-
ty were successful In this attempt, but
General Lee, Lieutenant Holman and [
falled. On our arrival a steamer had
Just left the landing. We then halled
a small passenger boat, and weré pull-
ed to the Malne, While Genernl Lea
and I were conversing on the quarter-
deck of the Malne a ferry-boat came
acrogs the bay, carrying back to Ha-
vana a large number of people from the
audlence. There was no demonstration
of any kind. The passengers were
doubtless those who had left early, hop-
ing, like ourselves, to avold the crowd, .

The next ferry-boat was densely
crowded. Among the passengers were
& number of officers of the Spanish
army and of the volunteers. As the
ferry-boat passed the Malne there wera
derisive calls and whistles. Apparently
not more than fifty people participated
In that demonstration. It was not gen-
eral, and might bave occurred any-
where. I have never belleved that the
Spanlsh officers or soldiers took part.
It is but fair to say that this wasd the
ouly demonstration of any kind made
agalnst the Malne or her officers, either
collectively or ind@iyvidually, so far as
wis made known to me, during our vis-
It. Adverse fecling toward us was
shown by the apathetic bearing of sol-
dlers when they saluted, or of trades.
men when they supplied our needs,

After the Maine had been sunk, and
when the Montgomery and the Fern
were In Havana, Spanish passenger-
boatmen exhibited bad temper by with-
holding or delaylng answers to our
halls at night. The fallure of the Span-
Ish authoritieg to compel the boatmen
to answer our halls lmpressed me g5 be-
Ing very closely akin to active unfriend-

ness. Tt was at the tlme when the
Vizcaya and the Oquendo were In Ha-
vana, using pleket-hoats and occaslon-
ally search-lights at night, apparently
to safeguard themselves, Halls were
made sharply and answered promptly
between the Spanish men-of-war a
the boals constantly plying about the
harbor at night. It must have been
plain on board the Spanish men-of-war
that the boatman were trifllng with us,
This was after the Vizenya had visited
New York.—Capt. Blgsbee, In the Cen.
tury.

Du Maurler's “Trilby” has at las
been translated Into [tallan and Is run-
alng as a feuilleton In a Milan dally pa-
per, the Corlerre della Sern,

Boston books of the season are: James

Russell Lowell and His Friends, by
Rev, B, B. Hale, and Mrs, Julla Ward
Howe's Reminlniscences,
" Marlon Crawford's new book Is Ave
Roma Immortalls, a selection of studies
from the chronleles of Rome, and will
be Issued In two volumes,

Florence K. Upton's juvenile book for
this year I8 called The Gollywagg at
the Beaslde, Her first success was The
Duteh Doll, followed by The Golly-
wogg's Bleyele Club and The Vege
man's Revenge,

Hegeklah Butterworth will publish
shortly through the Doubleday & Me-
Clure Gompany “South Amerien,” & his-
tory of the struggle for lberty In the
Andean republies, Cuba and Porto
Rico, It Is sald to be the first connected
history ever written of this tropleal
and subtropleal Amerlea, and Mr, But-
terworth prepared himself for the task
by two extended Journeys through
South Awerlen,

“The War as n Suggestion of Mani-
fest Destiny™ |s the subject of a eritieal
study by Professor H, H, Powers
which should attract widespread atten-
tlon, It has Just been Issued by the
Ameriean Academy of Politieal and
Rocinl Belence, Professor Powers shows
the devclopment of the polley of Im.
perlallsm from the time of JefMerson,
and the lnevitableness of the war. He
then seis forth the results which must
follow from our appearance as a world
power, and why the final stroggle for
world domination must be between the
Anglo-Baxon and Blav racens,

Kniyes Made by Presasure,

It Is announced that an entirely new
method for the manufacture of tahls
eutlery In belng Introduced Into Shet
field, England, and s exciting moch
Interest. A round bar of steel Is placed
in a machine, and by means of hydrag.
lle pressure a perfoct knlfe Is formed
~blade, bolster and bandle. The
“fash" Is taken off, and It s subse
quently ground and polished by ma
chinery. One such machine In capa
ble, It Is siated, of producing 5,000 of
these all steel knives per day, at &
comparatively small cost In labor. The
machines are capable of dealing with
any kind of entlery or tools,

A Worldly Habit
Fellows—You seem to forget that the
world owes every man a living,
Bellows—XNo, 1 don's, but I've discor.
ered that it has lmbibed the human
habit of wot paylng I debts—Itich.
motd Dispateh,

Shove Lines.

The United States shore lines of the
great lakes are as follows: Ontarle,
230 miles; Erie, 370 miles; Muron, 510
:mlunrlw. 55 mitlen; Michigan,
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