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THE CRISIS.

BY HARRIET E. ORCUTT.

Robert Strong, reported millionaire,
stood in the bay window of one of Chi-
cago's mansions one brilliant suushiny
Deeamber morning. There had been
u light full of snow the might before;
the breezes had played with it and dis-
tributed it most unequally. The mil-
lioneire was watching his enterprising
voung neighbor over the way, who in-
liabited the poorest house on the
street, and who was out shoveling
snow from his sidewalk. Mr, Strong
was in a meditative mood. Although
surrounded by every evidence of
wealth and luxury he did not look nor
act like a man who was perfectly sat-
isfiedd with life. He had been pacing
up and down the room more like some
caged animal than like a prosperous
member of the board of trade,

“It is time that Holbbes was here!” he
was saying as he walked up and down,
making an occasionnl pause at the
window. "“Why does he not come? |
am anxious to know my fate. Wealth
or poverty—which is it to be for the
future? That fellow over there shovel-
ing snow for exercise works on salary,
and has no business cares. [ wonder
who is happier, he or I? How we sre
hampered by our environment! 1
would really like to take a shovel and

undisturbed on our front steps. The
exercise would do me good, but what
2 shocking thing it would bel The
servants, the family, the whole eom-
munity would be shocked, inexpress.
ibly shocked! A hundred dollar bill
would hardly induce one butler toso
far compromise his dignity as to
shovel snow. And if I should do it! 1
have half 8 mind to try him with a
bill and see what the effect would bel
He is fond of money. A hundred dollurs
so easily earped would be n temp-
tation. I am purious to know what he
would do! The experiment would
probably result in his giving notice,
and Mary would be sorry to lose him.
|l wonder when I saw her last? She
seldom takes breakinst with me. Last
night 1 came home late; she had gone
for the evening—aod came home later
stilll  Yesterday—did T see her yester-
day? Yes, we passed each other in the
hall and said good morning and good-
by! We had an hour together Sunday.
Blessed be Sunday! Mary and 1 are
on the best of terms— we have not
quarreled for ten years! | thiuk we
love each other. Hut we are both so
busy. She has the care of this great
house, and company, sud socicty! I
have business jntercsts, nnd the club,
and » little So our home lite | ¥
gots lost somewherd. 1 wonder I we
are any hnppier than we were in the
old simple days when we lived for each
other, lustead of for servants and socl-
etyl Was that the doorbell? 1 shall
not breathe freely again until | know

the deal goes agninst us—my God! It
can't go against as! 1 it does | shall
be rulned! If Hobbes would oualy
come! A man neods nerves of stoel in

ger will bring the news That youny
man over there works as if he enjoyed
it. How he makes the snow fiy! Here
comes his wife. lHappy oreatures!
hey have no dignity to be compro
mised. He ean shovel snow and she
can aweep It without shoekipg the
whole eommunity, What s beautiful
morning! The air is like wine, and
the sunshine turns the snow into ten
thousand glittering diamonds! Surely
that was the doorbelll Can It be
[Jobbes? | must not look oo dellgphted
lest he should guess how near ruin l
am”

It was not Hobbes, but his dsughter
Luecy who entered Lhe room.

“Do you like the snow, Luey?™ he
askod, as ahie came abd stood by hias
side at the window

“No, papa! | don’s like It atall 1
ean bardly walk to school, the side-
walks are In such » condition! 1T
Was mue farther 1 should order the
earriage.’

“That would hardly pay for lhnu
blooks Your mother walked two
wiles every day that she was in high
school.™

“How perfectly dreadful that must
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dispese of those drifts still repoaing'

these duys to bear the straln of busi- |

W we. |

\ have beeu! Why dido't she take a
car?"’

“It was a country town, and there
were no cars.”

*0 pupa! just look! Those people in |
the cottage are both out working in
the snow. e goes awhead and shovels
and she follows with a broom. Isn't It |
too bad they are so poor they have to |
work so hard. I always feel sorry {or
such people.”

Do you? How about those who are
glad to see the snow that they may |
earn a few pennies shoveling it? ‘

“They are wretched, of course! No- |
body expects them to be happy!"

“Our neighbors, the snow shovelers,
look bappy,” he remuarked.

“They always do, but I should be
perfectly miserable if 1 were so poor.
There ure three children and they only
keep one girl! She trims her own hats
and hardly ever hus a new dress, and
when she does she has to make it her-
self."

5 l‘hm‘ can't be so very poor," contin-

~thae  YTha lot that cottare
ntnnda on must be worth ten thousand

dollars at least.™

“It is.  Edith's father wants to buy
it to enlarge his yard, and has offered
that, but it has always been her home
—her father gave it to her, and her
mother died there—and they wom't
sell. Shke doesn't want the cottage
torn down. They are not poor the
way folks are that nccept old clothes
and provisions. She has a piano and
books, but they are too poor to have a
good time, They ecan't krnp n oarriage
Or go into society or travel in Europe.” |

There was n moment's silence, s
daughter's views were something of »
| surprise to Mr. Strong.
| "When ure vou going to got mamma

those diamonds you ovromised her?
asiked Lucy, turning away from the
window,

“I uua't know. Isshe suffering for
them? I am short of money just now."

“They are only twenty thousand dol-
lars."

“Which is exaectly four times the
amount of money which could be allot-
ted to each family in the United States
by equal division of all the property
it contains.”

“I don't understand you, papa.”

“Very likely not! But if all the
property in the United States should |
be equally divided among all the peo-
ple in it there would be about omne
thousand dollars aplece. The average
family contains five members, so you |
see when your mother wears those |
twon ty-thousand dollar dinmonds, she

will be wenring the capital of twenty |

people, or of four [amilies.”
“What do you mesn by that, papa?
Do you mean that if mamma bas twenty
thousand dollars’ worth of dlamonds,
twonly other people will have to go
without unyl.lmura nr
| *“That is about the size of it, my
| dear. If there sro twenty people and
twently poaches to be divided among
them, and one man takes half of the

whether that sale goes through. I peachos, there will not be bat ten left

for the other nioeteen people, will
thore?

“I should not lke that if | was one of
the other peopla~—but 1 do want mam-
s to have her dinmonds! Mra Van
Smith has

nest. If the deal roes he will come | benutlianl .tlinumn.ln il
ubmself, that we may pian logether they e not half so rich as you are,
If it fails—he will write A messen- | PRPS

“I tear you do not realize the value
of money. "
“Perbhaps not! | hope | never will
I should bhate to be poor!  Hy-by!
Edith is on her steps and we go Lo
L"‘Ill‘r L
A moment later the butler appoared
baring a letter on w silver tray
| “He brings my denth warrsnt!™ was
the thought that passed through Mr
Btrang » mind “Hobbes did not eome
he hus written. The deal has fnlled
Itis my cloath warrant ™
He waited until the butler had left
the room snd then opened the lottar
with remlling Oogers. It was as be
frured The deal had feiled! 1o sank
lato n ehulr sud covered hils face with
bis hands, cariog nothing about parile
| ulars. It was enough W know that he
was lost ALl the world must know his
fnancisl distress Lo-morrow
Ruiped! Could he face Lhe
begin sgain? Could he face hin own
family? The words of his deugliter
I should hate Lo be poor!™ rang in his
oars. In his mental distress
curelotaly speilion wor
out thougsht, welghed more Lhan they
abvoa bd It sremed W i (hal they
expressed Lhe soptiments of the whoale
famlly. How oould he !l them that
i wenllh had vaulshed evon qulekher
than it bad come. He started up and
paced Lue foor. his thimghila seling
lise whips Lo seourge him on

biained!
world snd

those
Is, ullared with

In this, his hour of despmir, liin whole
ife passed In review bwefore hisn. Mo
thought of the bigh !u-[-'- wf  his
youth, when he hiad wiahed Lo be oo
bhered among thowe who fought G
Jostien sud truth and Lhe rights of the
moppie Inthe siad seramicde for wently

! he had ¢ oepnrd Lo Le Just e hasd dishion
‘ﬂtr-l Lewth, he hiad trampled
rights of ot hers' e hnd sold
|-4rl of Limsell for wenlth

P the
the leal
Bt trw

even Linl, Lhe prwe of his lalfamy, wes
eme! s lile had
from Srst Lo Jast

been o fuilure
& wmismrabies failare'
Measured by the hilg et atlandmed (1
had alwarn been o fallere- even
thoagh Lis eheclw hind twan el fir &
s illbom! Messarsd YW ke
viandard of woslidly sucrean Vir morrow
men would wrile upon hia brow — el
ure It wes wnsodwrable’ Why
should ha continue o live whan life
| had lont lts vaine® With s wviclidlen e
silve, bors of selfcvutempt wad de
i, ha aepped (oto anolber rosms
ARl came bk with o revulver
Apid yot— he evuld net gu vut of |ife
witowl ane et word s Mary | TS 4
Mary e might ke 4 hard! e
wonid assare her el It waa Bt
Whrough iack of luve lTor her that he
ended his salatonce, but— = hatl reasnn
panild be givw bor deserting his st o)
Lar sbde? e st dowe 1o his wriling
dosk apwl Lol
Dear Masy

LR e Y L

e wrete, amd Lhew
worde bsimd b biom il ha val,
har? Hle stnred aneiy st e papes

Afer ail. wowkd 6 St b b 0et of &
nr-..r-i o are b family alune e
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past his, seized the revolver and re-
moved it, |

“Robert! Robert! What is the mat-
ter” What are you about to do?" eried |
his wife in distress, *'John told me
that he brought you a letter, and then
you began to walk up and down the
voom, crazy-like, with a revolver in
your hand! Why didn’t you eome and
tell me about it? You have no right
to try to bear trouble alone. What is
it, Robert, dear?"

Her arms were around his neek, and
80¢ Wis coveriog his 1ace with kisses,

“It means, Mary, that we are poor!
This house will have to be sold; you
will have no earriage, no dinmonds, no
trips to Europe. ] shall not save
enough out of the general wreck to
pay the running expenses of this house
for another six months. We are poor,
Mary; poor. Our wenlth has taken
wings toitself and flown away. There's
nothing left, but the little house your
father gave you, and perhaps two or
three thousand to start me in business
sin n humble way.”

“But Robert! You have no reason to
despairl We have health, strength,
the children and each other! The best
gifts of life are still ours! Do you
know, Robert, | have thought some-
times that it would bLe better for the
children, if we were not quite so rich?
The possession of great wealth tends
to make us forgetful of our common
humanity. We will move back into
the little house in which we were so
happy, and let the social bubble float
without us.  We will live for ourselves
nod our ehildren. While you are with
us, dear, we will be happy whether we
are rich or not"

Love conquered.

The crisis was past. Robert Strong
decided to live, and to so order his fu-
ture that self-condemnation shounld not
be his portion. —Banna= of Gaold.

CANDLES AS PERQUISITES.

One of the Quear Offlelal Observances In
Paris
A Paris officlal recontly received his
annusl ut of ten pounds of can-
man thus tavored is the
of the distelot of
Germalin 'Auxerrols and he rocelves his
| box of eandles from the chumber of no-
taries,

The origin of this observance dates a |
lomgr way back, It arose out of a dis- |
pute botween the polioe commissary of |
the Chatelet and the corporution of
Bt a ries

The duly of the former was to hold »
lighted sandle at the door of the cham-
ber as the lognl gentlemen were enter
ing it nodl on one ocenslon the sammis
sary, with the spirit which anluntes
many men in offlee, even ln our own
great country, complained that it was |
unfalr for the expense of the candles to |
fall upon him, contending that he ought i
rather (o recelve an indemnity for hia
seryioes

He gained his polnt, and from that |
time forward the commissary wus given
three hundred pounds of wax candles
munually In the course of Ume the
three hundred pounds of wax melted |
away and dwindled, till in the present
day the anclent custom has come down |
Lo Lhe gift of & ten-pound box of cown
Poriv van lles

JOHN JUMPED OFF,

But He ide't Have the Kusek of Allght-
ing from Electrie {ars.
Chinamen are greal lmitators
Ninth street electelo
lawi, says 1l
weiled] e
e lestinls

On »
oar ooming down-
Washington Post, was
of thene chilld-like and bland
with u pensive far-away look
on his face, but the sed expresalon
womild glve way ooonslonally as the o
torman Larned on e electricity apd

an expanive grin watider over his fos

turvs as the war leaped forward as
thurugh condelons of the admimtun of
pedestftans. and the laandryman re

marbod Vo Uie passenger on s lefy

We just 2ipgwee light long
Between | and | streels

[ L EE g T o

we of the
slapped oul on Lhe fompt
bemrd, il ws Lhe comduclar made &
motion to oatoh hadd of the bull eond
the man ahook his hesl
ol U

Taking hald
b with his
forward end of the var,
«ff Nightly, and walked away

Down botween G and H streeta the
Chinnimnan ate "l"i ot oty Lhe Desod heosrdd

and spnin the

siide bar he swung o
face loward the

drogrped

wndwetor put his hand

bip thie biwl] overed

e’y Ling' Dos™ Hag™ sald the
Frinnlog onlestlal | Jmpee ufl Jast
tibhow other man "

Taking an extra reel i his blogss
with Ak hapda, he iu.|-lu-t alf sl &

it apgle Vo the onr. landed #rst wm

| marts the bt

e e—— ——

5
bith feet and then on his 1eft shoul der

and ear, and as the car bowled along
in the darkness the pnssengers could
hear in & high falsetto wall from the
tter:
“Allee sumee dam foolee.”
. i e ——

CHewn UN TOBACCO.

In Some German Towns the Woed Is Proe
hibited on the Streots,

The consumption of tobacco of all
kinds in France, according to recently
'ompiled statisties, is nearly one huns
Ired and twenty-five million pounds
per year, says the Milwaukee Wiscons
sin.  An anualysis of the figures shows
that the people of northern France
use nearly four times us much per cap-
ita as those in the southern provinces,
Almost every country of Europe, hows
ever, consumes more smoking tobacco
in proportion to its population than
does France.

This Is especinlly the cuse with Gers
many. In many small German towns
smoking in the streets is forbidden.
Less than fifty years ago if a man ven-
tured on the streeta of Berlin with a
cigar in his mouth he would be linble
to arrest, The same provision existed
until 1848 in Vienna, though the law
wis not observed by the populace.
The town of Broeck, in Holland,
which is said tw be the cleanest
city in the world, has long for-
bidden the people within its walls to
smoke after sunset in the streets unless
with a covered pipe. “in order that the
vinders may not be blown abont.”
Smolclng with an uncovered pipe in
German or Austrinn forests is an of-
fense that is rigorously punished, and,
as o result of this regulation, forest
fires are rare in those countries.

A PREHlSTORlC VILLAGE

Rocent Discoveries Made In Oslifornis
Girow in Interest.

Some woeks ago a local newspaper
reported interesting discoveries made
on the north slope of San Miguel moun-
tain by two mining prospectors, the
discoveries comprising s prehistorie

stone rondway, s number of Ihh'
oals tracos of sn
clent mining camp. The age of “l.

rondway wus Indlented by the growth

upon it of lurge trees.  Whast were be-
Heved to be the dumps of one or per-
haps two mines were also found, and
chunks of oro which -oarried gold and
silver weore plekod up there

The prospectors, says the Globe-
| Democrat, have been very reserved
in spealiing  of their  discovery.

They arrived here a few daynago, how-

| ever, and it has leaked out that it is of

much grester interest than at first sup.
pominl 'he  stone mve wl  road Was
traced ton wall of solld and well-exe-
euted masonry,  This was found to sur-
round an lnclesure pow flled with
debrbs, ot whieh Is belleved 10 be an
i wrastea, A portion of the floor s
there, nnd fragments of & erushing
Lone were foumml, Near this arastra
vvered the mouth of a tunnel
th debris. This s now being
A keystone surmounted
I ut the entrance, sod the walls
doefined, though somewhat dis-
Integented. In the vieinity sre also
traceuble the foundations of no less
thnn niteen small houses, and & Aat
tope, hoearing an inseription  which
has ot boety o ciphered, s thouwght W
nof ngrmve. It s bes
aning of the tunnel
trushing of the III'"”“""“
ot badn will lead to more in-
teresting discoverion than any yel
wade bearing on the life of anclent
man in thi
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Falthlnl 1s Frases

A peasant of Dettwiller, near Haverne,
owned 8 magnitieeal white rooster,
Whome red crest was ample. e con-
evived e idow of paioting ita tail
fomthers in blue ss & protest agalnst
the celebrathn of the Nedan viotory
e looal offfciale ndvised him to kill
the trioolored fow] within twenty-four
himirs, He refused. saying that Lhe
hird s erime had oot been grave encugh
for the desth penaity. A sendarme
caine Lo execute the order, and did b
with hisa swond The pensant 'llchd
up the deonpliated 'ul*‘, and said: “lle
died bor the (atherland.
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