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THE THRESHER GUESTS.

BY FLORENCE M"CALLEN.

It was almost nine o'clock omn a
breezy October morning when Miss
Sophronia llse opened the neat little
gate in front of Albert Stanning's new
house. There was a broad walk lead-
ing up tos porch where s few great
purple clematis blossoms upon a trel-
lised vine showed that the deceitful
October sun was cosxing out flowers
which did not belong to his time.

Miss Sophronia heard the slow creak
of & rocking-chair as she crossed the
perch, and saw through the screen
door a pretty young woman sitting
with & book in her lap, reading. Her
blue ealico wrapper was unbuttoned at
the throat, her feet were untidily
dressed, and her pretty, fair hair was
gathered into a frowsy knot. She rose
in some confusion when she saw Misa
Sophronia, tossed her book aside and
pushed toward her guest snother
rocker,

While the visitor removed her prim
old maid's bonnet and her cape, she
noted the untidiness of the room,
where the breakfast dishes were piled
in a unsightly henp on the table, and
flies held high earnival.

*1 came up to help you, Cissy," ahe
said. “I noticed as | passed Gorham's
that the men were pitching from the
last stack, They will be here before
noon. Have you got your dinner un-
der way?' The young woman colored
and her eyes, which were not blue, but
a yellowish gray, grew dull.

“They are not coming here—or at
least theyare going to board at Father
Stanning’s."”

*“Then it is true.”

“What, pray?”

The old maid rocked tranqguilly and
produced her knitting.

0, I henrd some of the rirls at the
socieiy saying that you would not
dare attempt to get dinner for the
threshers; that your finnicky town
ways might fool Albert, but you were
too smart to try them on with the
threshers, You know Ido not pry inte
yvour affairs from a motive of idle cu-
riosity, Cissy, and I wantyou to tell me
why you are acting in this way."

“Well, Albert thinks I can't cook."
This was said with an elaborate affec-
tation of carelessness, but it did not
ileceive Miss Sophronia.

“And yet I have often heard him
boast of your good housekeeping—your
cooking especinlly.”

“0), yes—at first. Hut now we are
nll wrong. | hate that sort of men
that go wbout with the steam thresh-
erl 1 shudder to think of Jim Finmn,
for instance, eoming into my house. 1
know that l|u~"' will spit over every-
thing and eat like wild beasts. And
when I said so Albert got mad and
said he would take them to his moth-
er's, where they would get something
fit to eat.”

“Quite naturally,” murmured llse.

“Aunt Sophy! You were mother's
friend and I owe a lot to you, but 1 am
not going to bear that! 'Quite nat-
urally’ indeed! I think he was horrld."

| .i!-'-:..".lll youn know Albert was a
farmer when you married him?"

“You know I did.”

*T'hen I suppose what [ have heard
is troe; that yon have no practical
good sense at all; that you supposed
farming to bo all sunset, moonrise,
starshine, dowy apple blossoms, ete.”
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“You know 1 am not such s fool! but
I do not see the necessity of our being
browght in contact with—Jim Finn.”

“And thesa who do not know
how to feed themselves according to
your notion, are the very men, if 1 am
not mistaken, who bauled and eut
every alick f wouod Yon burned that
winter vour father died. I am ashamed
of vou, Ueee

men

o Staonning!
| Nonnswer save the slow crenk of the

youing w He's rocker
“You bave been used to them all
vour Hife It was that yvear with that
|I ull lo-nothing set al your sunt's
which has - -filled your silly head with
| false ideas. You are unkind to Albert's
il the pext thing you know
you be unkind to Albert"
I'm afraid 1 am that now-—some-
times ™
Well, & mn confessed is half re-

pented ol Go comb your hair, snd
cote and help me. 1 am going to save
vour eredit by getting dinner for those
She began to gather up the
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thing else in proportion. Hurry, child.”™
| Clasy sme forth presently with
| amoooth halr, & rufled apron and un

rufMed demennor; slie was neatly shod

and the yellow “'ghis in her eyes had
| : lear, eonl grayness
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nate sores and
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Valuable treatise on the disease and its treatment malled free.
SWIET SPECIFIC CO. Atlants, Ga.

lently use, passed into the dining room
where a long table was laid, as exquis-
ite in every appointment as if the
president of our great republic had
been an expected guest. His wife was
flitting about addiog some 4nishing
touches to the table, and Miss So-
phronia was seated near s window with
her knitting work in her hand, and a
book upon her knee, knitting and read-
ing as was her habit. Albert clutehed
his wife as she passed hlm. ‘'So you
didn't get mad at what [ said this
morning? I've felt like hanging my-
self to n sour-apple tree ever since.”

“Yes, I was. Mad all through. And
don't you ever say such things to me
again. You and | to quarrel—after
alll"

Then she gave him a kiss, basted the
browning fowls, turned the sputtering
ham and thanked God she was alive,
and that Albert was alive to love her.

At twelve, hefore the last stroke had
died away, the new dinner bell hung
upon the top of a white osk pole by
the well sounded forth its welcome
summons; for to be "*behind hand with
dinner" in the Pretty Bob neighbor-
hood was all as bad as to provide but
one kind of pie.

Somehow as the men trooped in they
did not seem quite so repulsive asa like
crowd had been at harvest time. They
were boisterous, bandying coarse jokes,
making fun, Cissy knew, of what they
were pleased to call her *‘pernickerty"
ways, and her “moonshine meals," but
she merely smiled. She even hung up
the fifth elean towel without a sign of
disgust, and by the time they were
seated at the table she owned to her-
self that even Jim Finn might be
worse, for had she not seen him fondle
her pet kitten, while waiting his turn
at the washbowl?

She poured the fourth cup of coffee
for poor, trembling, or'nary neighbor
Jones—who ate his pie with his knife,
held within two inches of the point,
and drew his great, haiwry hand across
his face in lien of a pocket handker-
chief—without once looking across at
Albert. Bhe asked Tim Lewis, who
was more than suspected of making
midnight visits to his neighbors' hen-
roosts, how his lame boy was, and told
him not to forget to take a pocketful
of sweet apples home to him. The rest
of the men were neighbors, good hon-
est men who knew better than to ask
tbe same man twice for a chew of to-

bacco without offering & return of the
fuvor, who “telonged to church” and
did not swear except under great prov-
ocation,

Midway in the meal Miss Sophronia
looked up from her book.

“1'd offer to help you, Cissy, but you
seem Lo be getting along better with.
out me. “Too many cooks,' you know,
‘spoil the broth'"

It would have done poor, tired Cissy
good to hear the remarks of the men as
they smoked their pipes under the onks
in the back yard

“That settles it." said one; “if [ hear
the women pokin' any more jokes at
Al's wife, I'll shoot off suthin' that'll
settle ‘em. 1 hain't met with such o
dinner since my mammy's day."

“Three kin's of ple and a puddin'
That lays it over anything we've seon

yit. Al knowed what he's about when
he married that town gal, now |
tell ye."

“Iid you hear the Gorham gal tick.
lin' about the dinner we'd git today?
1 just wisht she could n-seen it!"

“Them soggy apple dumplin's ‘at we
had thar yistiday lays heavy on my
stummick yit," this from Tim Lewls;
1 drapped one on my footan' it hurted
s0 1 sort ackileked it Inter the dooryard,
an' thein pore chickens is Aghtin' over
it il plumb yie"

As soon as the buze of the thresher

while 1 prepare the vege: |

was heard Misa Sophronia bustled out
of her chiair

Now for supper, and then dinner
tormorrow! We musin't  lose
we've gained. Two of the men will be
breakfast, You sit down and
let me wash the dishes!”

here o

. “No, no.  Whoever heard of setting
| one's guardian sogel to wash the
dishea™

I “Nay." sald Miss Sophronia, softly:

I don't aapire 1o the oftioe of guardian
sugel—1 only want to be-grandmoth.
er. " —Urange Judd Farmer

Huckien's Arnies Salve

[he best salve in the world for nnla.l

Hruisss, Boresn, Uleers, talt Hbeum,

Fover Hores, [etter, Obapped Hands, |

Chilblmina, Ooroe, and all skin sruphions
snd positively cores Piles, or o pay
requirad. I8 ls  guaranieed
riloe & centa per box. For sals by
I W. Ayers, Jr.
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Toe Elgaent Haniers
Ma) Champion, in his book “On the

Frostier,” describes & deer hunt, In the
irse of which he found his dog
asiride the dead sy of the deer
while an Indian stood 8 little way off
ow atd arrow in hand By signs he
uade the white man understand that
v had wounided the deer and the dog
ed I} down  Then he eul up the
joer, Ued the forehall of It uwp b the
sein and placsd 4 on one side Lthe
ther half he laid st Ma) Champlons
fort, dolivering himsell of & speech in
YFSTTY The white man un

"™

sul his mesting, bal nol & word

f his sddress ' Indinn and the

log bl Wiliod the dewr togeiher. and

he dog's owner was sntitied w haif

¢ @aibe The ma por was egqual 1o the
S e VR e rose and delivered in |
foil the clasaleal Jdecipmation My
name i Noreal,” with appropriste gos
tures, Just aa he had many times rives

tat wohon!  Nothing could have been

witer  The Indian and the while man

shook hagds with affusion. and eeeh
with his share
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That the RAMBLE

1z one of the very best wheels ever made is an indisputable fact. It atands in the
front rank with w1l high grade machines, and if you buy one you will make no mistake.
; Ride s RAMBLER BICYCLE if you wantto be happy, for should your wheel be
punctured, it can be mended By you in five minutes, as 1t (8 equipped with the world
renowned G, & J. clincher tires with wood rims or copper-plated steel rima,
Bold in a1l sizos for ladies or gentlemen at $100 each,
Tandems for two men or man and woman, $150 ench.

THE RAMBLER I# the fastest, lightest and strongest wheel in the market.
For style, finish and durability it Is unsurpassed, as it 18 constructed on striot mechan-
feal and sclentific principles.

Chicago Ideals

For men, women, boys nnd girls, with 28, 26 and 2 inch wheels, nt $85, $5, $5 respeot-
& Avely, are splendid medinm gende wheels, with G, & J. high-grade doubla locking edge
slincher tires and are fully warranted,

i Before you by a bieyele, write for catal I“{“l.' eirculars, tarms and discounts, or eall
# on our numercus agents, Rambler Rustlers Wanted in every town {n Oregon, Washing-

# ton and Idaho,
RED T. MERRILL CYCLE COMPANY,

M Northwest representatives Gormully & Jeffery Manf, Co's "Rambler Bleyeles." Main
M Store, 527 Washington st , Portland, Or. Ma). E. A. Weed, Gen, Travellng Agent and
W lecturer. OTIS PATTERBON, Agt. for Morrow Co,, Heppoer, Oregon,
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How’'s Your Liver?

WIS

This question 1s asked daily. If dormant

you need exercise-—--need it badly.

The Bicycle offers a remedy, and if you do

not own one, call at

ke Ennis Bicycle Livery,

Power House.

LIGHT, STRONG,

FINEST MATERIAL.

SPEEDY, HANDSOME.

SCIENTIFIC

EVERY MACHINE FULLY GUARANTEED.

WORKMANSHIP,

ou_r_HgdgLs—SBG and 8$100.

SEND 2.CENT STAMP FOR CATALOGUE.

MonarcH CycLe Co.

Factory and Main Office:—Lake and Halsted Sts., CHICACO, LT,

BRANCHES 1—New Vork, San Francisco, Salt Lake City, Denver, Memphis, Dotroit, Taronto,

WEBB SAFE & LOCK CO, Agents,

PORTLAND, OREGON,

A. W. PATTERSON, Agent for Morrow Counly, Heppner, Oregon.
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fice. You need it in your business, and as a

matter of business we must sell it.
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Youre BOUND to Take ’Em.

Leaves No Constipation s .
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