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bad raved of the green golf links at
Eastbourne. He had yawned dismally
and mentioned Herne bay, with the wife
and family, in tones which quite justi-
fied Townie in holding him up as an
awful example of premature mstri-
mony.

Now, in his heart he called himself
a fool, for in these days a man of thir-
ty is too young for such responsibili-
ties and—well, privations. Of course,

them, but they were still squatting in
the mire. The Junior Gatherium had
been refurnished, and the cooking was
excellent, but the same decline was
noticeable among the members. The
tales old Badboy narrated in his cor-
ner of the smoking-room were, to say
the least, unfit for publication, yet the
old fellow was his most cherished ac-
quaintance in the bygone days, The
place abounded in loud-voiced boys of
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been as charming as the lnst chapter
of a three-volume novel, and he had
never enjoyed anything so much as
thut delightful secamper about the eom-
tinent they had together. Now, there
was the baby, a jolly little chap, but a
responsibility, and a somewhat costly
one. After all, there was sound wis-
dom in Townie's cynicism. There are
two aspects of the marriage question,
ususlly econsidered before and after,
He was just realizing the unpleasant
one.

He had never seen the elub look more
cozy than it did that afterncon. He
had been weleomed by a ecrowd of men,
the plessant associntes of o past life,
who sesmed genuinely happy to meet
him again. He had been o very popu-
lar wan, and some of them still remenm-
bered his little evenings in Groy's inn.
What pleasant rooms they were, to be
sure. At one time he used to think
thit Kitty had sacrificed & great deal
when she married him, but perhaps
the renuncistion was not so one-sided
s he hnd imagined. For instance,
there was the club,  He could no long-
er afford to go there, and with it he
hind renounead all lntellectual society.
Kitty's people and thelr neighbors
were rich and respectable. Most ad-
mirnble of their kind, they ate, drank,
slept, and made money; withal, most
worthy crestures, but particularly un-

Mr, Turner, her father,
u kindly, honorable man,
but without the slightest artistic or

entertaining
wWins a type

literary culture; he could talk for
hours of his business, and knew more
about tallow than any other man in

England. Fortumately, his pride of |
this distinetion was slightly mitigated
by the fact that he was also & eonnoils- |
sour of wines IHis sons wore riding |
breeches on Sunday mornings and read |

The Lunsr Month"” in their bedrooms
Hin eldest danghter was gifted with
suflicient religions enthusinam for ten
such families, while Mrs Turner was |
motherly in the extreme.

His thoughts wandered to Georgie de
Vaux, hisoid eollege chum, who had
shinred those Gray's inn chambers.  He
was slways bright and witty, he could
dance all olght and work all day, pull

| & goodd oar, sall n half-rater against the |

| great

best, walk fifty miles, ride like & cen
taur, drink and gamble, with
never a headache or & tovch of repent
ance. Then the gay assemblage of
actors, artista and literary men, who
would there fore-gather to talk of any
and everything, more especially of the
were going to do. |
And by oo weans the loast were those

‘I:Ih'.

things they

“Paor old fellow, [ don’t care to say
disagreeable things about him, but,
really, he had become a most selfish
beggar," said De Vaux, leaning against
the mantel-piece.

“Marringe spoils a man utterly,”
said his friend as he knocked the ashes
from his pipe on to the earpet.  “You
ought to get married again, he's no
good for anything else.” |

“He used to be such a jolly, easy-go-
ing fellow, now he growls at every-
thing. The way he bullies our un-
fortunate laundres isshocking. When
he wakes up, hell make you sweep
those ashes from the floor."”

“The side the man puts on, his as-
sumption of virtue, and the way he
snecrs at us reslly anpoys me. Heis
a skeleton at every feast, looks as
shooked ns a curate if a man tells a
racy tale, and actually called old
Sonker a ead becsuse he could not
walk downstairs. I remember bring-

him home in a cab two or three
Vears ago, and ne yelled comic sOngs
all the way.”

“Ivsawiul,” sald De Vaux, with a
laugh; “'Ilnst Sunday he came in while
I was having afternoon tea with some
ladies, and simply turned upon his
heel, and slammed the door ns he went
out.”

“Well, I'm afraid you can’'t poison
him and put him out of his misery."

“He Is pot our old Selfton, theaters
bore him, the halls are disgusting. LHe
won't dance, does not drink enough to
enliven n healthy ehild, smokes in a
corner and growls. At the elub no one
can understand him. He has tried the
river, galf, the Solent, the eard room,
and Paris, all In vain. I don’t koow
what to do with him.  You remember
our last little sapper party here
Well, he got it up, and waa perfectly
disgusted with everything and every-

body, yet all the boys were old
frienda’

‘Yoo, I'm nfrald he is incurable

Yes, 1 nmn"” oried Selfton, springing

from the sofa upon which he had been
sleeping. "I'm a nuisance to myself
and all of you. | cun't forget the two
happy years of my life, and [ ean never
live them again. I'll go into some cor-
ner and wait patiently for the future, |
sines | cannot go back to the past.™ |

“Isn't he » Iazy dadda, snoring like
g bow-wow when baby wants Lo see
him?®*

“Why, Kitty," he said, dreamily, |
awnaking with astart, “is it really you?" |

Heally me, silly boy. Whom else |
did you expect, sir? she asked, waving |
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