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The Philadelphia County Medieal so-
ciety has petitioned the board of
fienlth of that city to put consumption
of the lungs on the list of contaglous
diseases, siys the Baltimore Sun.  The
request has awakened interest in the
old question of the contagiousness of
cousumption and incidentally on the
groneral subjeet of infection and con-
tagion. Some of the diseases which
flesh is heir to are contagiouns in every
sense of the word, A contact so
slight that it does not even reach skin
contact. but merely with the air which
snallpox putients breathe, is suflicient

to cause smallpox in mun. So, too,
mediato contuct-—that is to say. the
handling by the well of material

touched by the sick—has been proved
to be the canse of many diseases. of
which erysipelas and searlet fever may
be cited as examples.  The produets of
cortain other diseases—typhoid fever,
for example—require to be taken into
the economy to become mulefleent.
Still others, such ns glanders, must
introduced into the blood eurrent
itself before they are dangerons. These
facts have been proved by long ob-
servation and are not to be disputed
\ horseman trents a cose of glanders
with perfeot security, provided his
slein Is whole or is protected. A nurse
w0 dootor stays for hours in the room
of the typhold patient and suffers no
hurt Fhe older doctors, therefore,
et theae diseases to one =ide as in-
ections, but not contagious, for it was
wqually evident that they were enrried

be

from patient to patient, not through
the alr, but through other, and to
hem unknown, means

The discoveries in bueteriology have
witled many questions, but have un-
witled muny others which were sup-
nosed to have been fixed forever
Among other things it has broken

lown the barriers betwoeen contagious
and infeetions discases All the dis
eases which have been mentioned are

eenturies ago were in the habit of de-
stroying the bedding and belongings
of consumptives, and in xome cases
cvon the houses in which they lived,
for fear of the spreading of the plague.
That it is not very sctively contagions
is proved sufliciently by the facl that
the dwellers in cities are alive at all,
for statistics prove that from one-tenth
to one-fifth of all the deaths in large
cities are due directly or indirectly to
the disenss, and that consequently a
number of sufferers from the disease
must be present in every large gather
ing of pcople. Except in the later
stages the patient is not confined to
his bed. He mingles in all the social
and industrial avocations of life. Not
infrequently he is “the life of the
party" or the "hardest worker of the
office.” In the present state of society,
ut least, such men cannot be con-
demned to a leper camp nor sent
against their wills to a sanitarium,
however excellent

The general fact that consumption is
a disease which, under certain clreum-
stances, may become contagions or in-
fectious, should be admitted A suf-
ficient mumber of cases are known
where the carrying of the disease from

| the ill to the wel is clearly proved to

now belleved to be cansod by germs of |

demonstrite the general truth that
consnmption is sometimes contagious.
This should lead to the most serup-
alous care on the part not only of the
physielan but of the intelligent pa-
tient to prevent the spread of the dis-
case. But any attempt to prevent such
infection by quarantine regulation
must almost necessarily prove abor-
tive
Music's Lnivorsail Llu:u.;o.

The effect of musie henith and
longevity has lately becen discussed in
the Scientific American. One writer
ropeats the well-known arpament that
persistent work in one particular diree-
tion is injurious, and that the bonefi-
cent influenoe of musie les partly in ts
providing an entirely distinet and
unique brain stimulus. He coneludes
with the following paragraph: ‘““This
art has the great advantage to be emi-
nently progressive and causes the lis

on

vegetal origin, some of which are
known, othors of which are only sus- | 0T a8 woll as the performer to sat.
| peeted.  The explanation of the bae- isfy the yearting of human nature for
teriologist as to the difference in thelr 8 higher “‘T“‘ !':"I,“-r lovel of enjoy-
flect on the human organism 8 sim _“'”n which, thanks to the successive
nly that of the Bible, Some germsfall | 12bors of men of inventive genius, has
m good ground and multiply, otherson | P0oh pr wided for by what may be
o [ | and fall 1o grow, or l.lllli d n musical Hiteranture, which is as
wither at When & typhold germ | FIeh il eminent numes as is the litera-
& breathed into the lungs i ™ rishes tire of any I“'_“' m, either in proce or
ust as do the myriad of other germs | ™ poetry, while it has the enormous
which we da broathe. 1t is far othep | BUYADRLARE NOL 10 be confined 1o any
wise If It wallowed with the food | *Pee inl langoage, but is written tn the
w deink, and tnds r 1 ng the nniversal lunguage of emotions, which
savititiet of the fuloes of the stomach a the refined individeals of all nations
sultable plase for growth in the intes understand and ap; . ciate.”
tine The germ grows and multiplies, NEW \LAND frait growers are
and the onlinary phenomenn of the | yying evanid of potassinin as anin
disenrss reauit This will give a Fen anst 11 {insaniead (0 waler at
eral idea of the simple and apparently | the rate ! one ounnpes of cyan d 1o
e answer o many of the vexed | 0 ‘ eallnte of water, anl the soln
yuestions whioch puzzied the older doe s aren ML R ner
LivPs % ia 8 \ wBeative witho
Unfortunately the practieal diM aring tie st de nte foling It
enltics are not eatirely removed by |, very dangurous poison
(3T el I explanition, am) fape ’
% A { consnmption Tin Siamese believe that the humar
I f i nated thant 4 | AR & eotl requires seven days o Jouraey
W fram a (Fors of that from curth to  Heaven: bonee, the
this rorm cuma from ne provioas PR vers of the fronds of the decwas
ca.s ol vhe uasenm, the [sct wg so Prwn mre --t-llum.l for suven Jaye

MACY CAOAD0 W Iare ALIDOM Bi. AFY ax- m_l_ﬂr Ayl t dlan

i prizge of one hnodred
dollara to be paid on the fircet of every
month to the person who snbmits ta ns
[ the moat meritorfons invention daring
the preceediog mouth. We will also
ndvertige the invention free of charge in
[ the Natiopnl Recorder a weekly news.
paper, published 1o Washington, D, O,
which lhas cirenlntion
throughont Dhited States in

nn
the
devated to (he

rxtensive
wnd
imterests of iInventore,
NOT RO HAKD A8 IT SEEMS.
The iden of bhelng invenl some-
#1 peopde ns belng very
the company
wishes to dispel. 1t is the simple things
cnnd  small fnventions  tost mnke the
greateet amoonnt of money, and the com-
plex ones wre seldom protitable,  Almost
stersbody, Bt soine  time or another,
soneeives an ides, which, it pstented,
| wonld probably  be worth to bim &
turtone,  Unfortnoately gnch idens are
nennlly dismissed without thonght, The
simple inventions like the car window
which conld be panily shid np ned down
withont brenking the passenger’s back,
| he menee gin, enllar button, the nut look,
the hattle stopper, the spow shovel, are
things thut klmost everyone seea BOmMS
wiy of improving npon, and it is thesa
kind of inventions that bring the greatest
retnrnd to the snthor
The prigs wa o ffeor will ba paid at the
onid of eneh mouth, whether the appli-
oution  hos lwen seted upon by the
Puten) Office or nmt !':'l'f}' ﬂﬂm]!l'"‘ﬂr
must ynpls for n patent on hig invention
heemel ne, nnd whetl @r he scenren the

flate 1
thing strikes n
diffienin;

this  delnsion

wige e pt. Vhe dnwepntor will bave a
i e pts nt
FHE PHESS OLAIM COMPANY,

aN WepoeuptaN, Gon'l Mannger,
I=F S, N W, Washington, D, C.
P. The reaprnsibility of this
sompany may he fndeed from the faot
it it Mock s beld by abount seventeen
Yot the londing newspapers of
Cutredd Staten 14
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